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RUSSIA IN EUROPE. 



CHAP I. 
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Geographical description of Russia — Climate—Soil 
— Natural productions — Matmers^^^Customs and 
Amusements. , 

QnK|H£ Russian Empire may justly be Tiewed as 
%L the mdst extended that ev^r existed. Its 
lengthy according to the best and most approved 
Authorities, is nine thousand six hundred and eighty 
four miles ; and its breadth two thousand four hun- 
dred. It is computed to contain four million one 
hundred thousand square miles — a space nearly three 
.times the extent of the Roman Empire. 
* Russia in Ehirope is situated between AA^ and 72^ 
north latitude, and from 23^ to 68® east longitude. 
It is bounded on the east by Asiatic Russia : on the 
north by the Frozen Ocean ; by Tartary and Tur- 
key on the south ; and on the west, by the Baltic, 
Prussia, and Sweden. 

f"^ The climate of Russia is extremely various. In 
the northern regions, from the 60th degree of latitude 
to its remotest boundaries, the cold is peculiarly se- 
vere. Accordipg to Dr, King, who was Chaplain 
to the British Factory at St. Petersbui^h, and other 
^writersi the effects of the cold atmosphere are such 
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as greatly ta incommode travellers, especially those 
inhabiting the southern parts of Europe. A modern 
writer, the Rey. W. Anderson, makes the following, 
observations on this subject. - 

" Corn seldom ripens beyond the 60th degree of 
latitude. Even at Petersburgh there are only twa 
mouths in the year, in which i^now may not be ex-^ 
pected, and the thermometer sometimes sinks 65 
degrees below the freezing point. tJsually two 
thirds of the ye^r are rain or snow ; and in that 
capital the shortest day is 'not above five hours and 
a half long. In the eastern Provinces the same 
degrees of latitude are found much colder than the 
western : a circumstance that must be ascribed to 
the influence of the mountains, covered with perpe« 
tual snow, which separate Siberia from the southern 
parts of Asia. In these northern regions, the atmo8«» 
phere is dry even in snow;; and while the severe 
weather is not prejudicial to human life, it affords 
the means of a vast internal commerce ; as the frpst 
no sooner sets in, than sledge-ways, covered with 
carriages, are opened from the gulf of Archangel, to 
the mouth of the Don, and from the banks of the 
Irtish, to those of the Neva. In the central regions 
of Russia, from the 66th, to the 60th degree of lati- 
tude, though the winter is severe, the fruits of the 
orchard ripen. From the latitude of 60 to 66 de« 
grees, the temperature is mild and agreeable ; while 
m the southern districts the plants of China flourish 
in the open air/' 

The Russians, notwithstanding the incleqieucy of 
the clime, find comfort in this method of procuri^ig 
artificial heat.. An oven constpicted upon a peculiar 
principle, diffuses a generial heat throughout the cot- 
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tages of the peasantry. The houses ai persons of 
independent circamstances, are so well protected 
both without doors and within, that they are sel* 
dom heard to complain of the effects of the cold. 
The method of warming the houses in Russia, is by 
an oven constructed with several flues ; and the 
•country abounds with wood, which constitutes the 
common fuel , The ovens are instrumental in not 
only warming the house ; but serve also to dress the 
food of the inhabitants. When the thickest of the 
black smoke is evaporated, the chimney is shut up, 
to retain 2M the rest of the heat in the chamber ; by 
this means the heat is preserved in a room for twenty- 
four hours, without the necessity of adding fresh 
fuel ; and a sufficient degree of warmth is imparted. 

Russia abounds ^with plains of great extent. 
Some of them are covered with Crests of birch, fir, 
and pine ; those are chiefly situated toward the 
south ; the northern plains furnishing little but brush* 
wood. One of the best watered plains, called '* the 
Barabinian Stepp," occupies a space of four hun- 
dred miles in length, and three hundred in breadth. 
Another vast level is supposed to have formed the 
bed of an immense mass of water ; which, ** In 
consequence of the bursting of the Thracian Bos- 
phorus, flowed into the Mediterranean." 

The soil of Russia is diversified. In some partp 
it is rich and fertile ; in others it is sterile ; the fine 
pasturage on the banks of the Volga, form a striking 
contrast to the marshes adjacent to the Frozen Sea. 
Those fields also which are washed by the river 
Don, are pre-eminently luxuriant in their produce. 

The chief mountains in this empire, are the " Zim- 
nopias," generally denominated ** the girdle of thg 
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earth." The Circassian mountains extend three 
hundred and fifty miles; ^and are covered vfith 
snow. The mountains of Taurida exhibit a delect- 
. able scene to the view ; forming the most romantic 
appearance ; on the declivities, goats and sheep are 
seen feeding on the herbage. 

The principal rivers in Russia, are the Volga, the 
Don, the Dneiper, and the Neva. 

The Volga, esteemed the greatest of European 
rivers, has its source in the mountains of Valday ; 
it flows through the chief provinces, of the empire; 
and the town of Astracan, in Asiatic Russia, is 
situated at the mouth of this river. 

Mr. Pope, in his poem of " Windsor Forest," . 
makes mention of this river. 

^ *^ Let Volga's banks with iron squadrons shine.*' 

The Volga abounds with excellent fish ; it empties 
itself into the Caspian Sea. 

The Don has its source in the lake of Ivario&key ; 
it pursues its course for eight hundred miles ; and 
fells into the sea of Azof. 

: The Dneiper affords little advantage to the inland 
navigation of the empire ; it flows into the Black Sea. 

The Neva is but a small river ; it has its source 
in the lake Ladoga, and after a course of fbrty miles, 
falls into the gulf of Crenstadt Upon this river, an 
annual market is held, which lasts for three days. 

The Caspian Sea is very extensive, being seven 
hundred miles in length. *^ It has no tide : the 
bottom is shell sand ; toward the north the shore is 
low, and the water stagnates/' The productions of 
the CaspiaD|-are herrings and salmon. 
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The lake of Ladoga is supposed to be the largest 
in Europe : it is One hundred and thirty feet in 
length. Peter the Great ordered a canal to be cut 
along the banks of this lake> from the Volkholf to the 
Neva. 

There are very few mineral springs in Russia ; 
the chief are those of Sarepta. They are strongly 
impregnated with iron. 

Russia is abundant in mineral productions ; and 
there are quarries which furnish alabaster, granite, 
porphyry, and white marble equal to the finest 
parzan. In some parts, alum, sal-ammoniac, salt- 
petre, sulphur, and vitriol, are found in great abund- 
ance. 

There are gold, silver, iron, copper, and lead 
mines in this country. In the mountains of Olonetz *- 
was discovered, in 1739, a gold mine ; but, upon '. 
working, it was ascertained, that it was little pro- 
ductive, and therefore it was abandoned. 

The largest gold mines are in the Uralian moun* 
tains. Those mines were explored in 1764 

The most considerable silver mine is at* Shlangen- 
beng; and those mines productive of lead are 
situated at Nestschink. It has been computed, that at • 
least seventy thousand men are employed in working 
the above mines* Copper is found in the mountains of 
Olonetz. The science of mineralogy was never patron- 
ised until the time of Peter the Great, who, in 1719, 
founded a college for promoting the study of it. Salt 
is a very essential article of the produce of this 
country. It abounds with salt mines, lakes, and 
saline springs. 

The extensive forests of Russia exhibit a pleasing 
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display of sylvan scenery. In them is to be found 
the fir, the pine, and the cedar tree, as also alder, 
oak, and cherry trees, 

The gardens abound ilrith fine and luxuriant fruits: 
With a singular spirit of liberality, many persons of 
rank convert their gardens into places of public en- 
tertainment, to which all people of decelit appear- 
ance are at liberty to enter. 

X ' Among the quadrupeds of this country the lynx 
is eminently distinguished. It has acquired great 
celebrity on account of its brilliant eye, which has 
become proverbial. This animal, although a beast 
of prey, is seldom known to attack the human spe- 
cies. Hyaenas, wolves, bears, and foxes, are also to 
be found in Russia. The camel and dromedary 
were, prior to the reign of Peter the Great, chiefly 
employed as in the eastern countries, for the convey- 
ance of merchandise ; subsequent to which period 
horses are in general requisition. The Russian horse 
is a fine animal, but rather small in size. 
i The extreme severity of the weather occasions 
every species of land fowl to emigrate during the 
winter, but they "return to enjoy the pleasing but 
short period of the spring. Their flight is to the 
southward. 

In the different rivers of this, widely-extended 
country, cod, salmon, and sturgeon are found ; from 
the roe of the latter fish is manufactured the caviase, 
which, for its singularly exquisite flavour, forms an ad- 
mired viand at the tables of the nobility. The beluga, 
a fish resembling the sturgeon, contains a stone, 
which the Russians highly esteem in a medical 
point of view, as being, when scraped and mixed 
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ynik ^ater, aa infallible specific for the diseases of 
children. 

The Russians are in general possessed of a hardy 
and vigorous constitution^ peculiarly patient whep 
suffering fatigue, and in the field of battle, as recent 
events have fully demonstrated, r^ardless of danger. 
In person they nearly resemble the English and 
Scotch ; there appears to be a slight defect in the 
organ of sight, owing most probably to the heavy 
and long continued falls of snow. The Russian dress 
in the higher classes of society consists of a large fur 
cloak, fur boots or shoes, a black fiur or velvet 
bonnet, \yhich entirely envelops the ears. The ladies 
are greatly attached to the embellishment of their 
persons : they are not sparing in the use of that vr ell 
known auxiliary to female beauty— rouge. Gold 
chains, bracelbta, strings of pearls, and elegant 
rings, are the costly appendages of their toilette. 
The nature of the climate precludes that variety 
of dress which is displayed by the females of 
London and Paris. The Russian lady is com- 
pelled to confine herself to a long habit, closely 
fitted and adjusted to the shape, and over this dress 
she throws a large scarf, which gTacefuUy hangs over 
the shoulders. 

The peasants are clothed in a coarse robe of 
diiigget, or of sheep skin, vrith the wool turned in- 
ward. This robe reaches down to the knee, and is 
bound round the waist by a sash ; to this is added 
trowsers of thick linen ; and, instead of stockings, 
wodllen or flannel cloth wrapped round the leg; the 
feet are covered with sandals, which are woven 
fi-om the strips of a pliant bark, and fastened by 
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thongs tM^ined round. All classes of persons wear 
their hair combed straight/ without powder. The 
distinction of dress, which marks the lower order of 
persons in Russia, forms a striking contrast to the 
neat and even gay appearance of the artisans, me- 
chanics, and labouring poor in England, on a Sun- 
day. ThQ emperor Alexander, on his late visit to 
this country, was greatly astonished at this circum- 
stance. When in Hyde Park, he perceived an 
immense assemblage of well dressed persons; — 
" Where," exclaimed the Emperor, ** are the com- 
mon people?" 

A Russian village affords a curious appearance ; 
it is entirely destitute of trees. The houses are 
formed of wood, by me§ns of beams laid one across 
the other; the spaces between are filled up with 
flax or moss. You enter this rude habitation into a 
sort of hall or kitchen, in which are the requisite do- 
mestic necessaries. From thence you proceed to the 
family room, which is heated with a very large stove, 
made nearly red-hot even in mild weather. Benchegr 
of wood are fixed to the wainscot all round the 
room, and in the centre is placed a table. In one 
comer is suspended the Obross, or object of the 
Russians' religious veneration. In the houses of the 
rich a lamp is kept perpetually burning; but in 
those of the poor the lamp is lighted only on 
holydays. ' ' 

The dwellings of the opulent are built of birch 
and stone, the heat is conducted into each room by 
means of stoves or flues, which is guarded by 
double windows. A coarse representation of 
some favourite saint is to be seen in every house* 
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The food of the Russian peasant consists of black 
rye bread, salt fish, bacon, mushrooms, and a pecu- 
liar sort of olio, made of fresh or salt meat, rye flour, 
^seasoned "with garlic and onions. So partial is the 
Russian to the latter articles, that he makes them an 
ingredient even in his bread, ^^hich is also rendered 
still more palatable by rancid oil. Mushrooms 
are very much esteemed. That eminent traveller, 
Mr. Coxe, observes, " I seldom entered a cottage 
but I saw a great quantity of them ; nor did I ever 
pass a market, but I was astonished at their vast 
abundance, and of all colours, white, black, brown, 
yellow, green, and pink." The common drink of 
the peasantry is a fermented liquor, made.by pouring 
warm water on rye, or barley-meal. As for spi- 
rituous liquors, whiskey, which is distilled from malt, 
is the most esteemed. 

A complacent resignation to their situation in 
life marks the character of the Russian peasant: 
and amidst his labours and privations he habi- 
tually exhibits a cheerfulness of mind truly ad- 
mirable. Economy is another characteristic. How- 
ever scanty his income, he reserves sufficient to 
isecure him from want. The lowest of the labouring 
poor are enabled, by their active industry, to procure 
wages sufficient frequently to indulge even to excess 
in drinking his favourite whiskey. " Enjoyment is 
the grand concern, the main object of all activity — 
the great spur to competition, the pivot on which the 
daily course of life at Petersburg turns." There is 
something peculiarly pleasing in contemplating that 
hilarity which sweetens the labour of the Russian 
kind : he carols, laughs, and drinks, and is happy* 

(1.) c 
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^ 

A happy volatility, and a thoughtlessness pecaliaf to 
himself, accompany him through life. Among the 
middle and higher claisses a degree of luxurious en- 
joyment is exhibited. The merchant devotes the 
forenoon to business; he sits down to dinner generally 
at two in the afternoon, though some, in imitation 
of the English merchants, dine as late as five; 

One of the primary amusements of the Russian 
commonalty is the singing of national and pc^ular 
ballads ; their extreme simple but melodious tunes, 
the musical science, and well-formed organs of the 
people, produce a pleasing effect. 

It is very common with the fashionable inhabitants 
of Petersburg to make excursions on the water^r 
They have> to enhance the pleasure of the party, a 
band of expert singers, who sweetly warble the 
Russian ballads. Among the inhabitants of a nation 
80 naturally attached to conviviality, it must be na- 
turally supposed, tb^t dancing forms a principal 
amusement. ^' No popular dance can be more ex- 
pressive and diverting than the national one, com* 
monly called the Dove dance. It is generally per* 
formed by one couple, who stand facing each 
other at some distance, seemingly making love; 
and, with energetical pantominical gestures, by turns' 
sue, reject, importune^ disdain, and comply."^ Of 
the national music, a German writer, who was well 
acquainted with it, thus speaks :—" The general 
music (says Stoehlin) that prevails among the com^ 
mon people of Russia, from the Duna to the Amur 
and the FroMn Ocean, consists of one species of 
simple melody, which admits of infinite variation, 
according to the ability of the singer, or the custom 
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of the several provinces in this extensive empire* 
The vrords of the songs are mostly in prose, and 
often extempore, according to the immediate inven* 
tion or recollection of the singer ; perhaps an antient 
legend, the history of sm enormous giant, a declara- 
tion of love, a dialogue between a lover and his 
mistress, a murder, or abeautiful girl. Sometimes they 
are merely letters and syllables, metrically arranged, 
but seldom in rhyme, and adapted to this general air : 
these latter words are chiefly used by mothers in sing- 
ing to their children : while boors, at the same time^ 
perform their national dance to the same tune, accom- 
panied with instrumental music* The subject of the 
song also frequently alludes to the former adventures 
of the singer, or his present situation: and the 
peasants will adopt the topics of their common 
discourse, and their disputes with each other, to 
this general air ; which altogether forms an extraor^ 
dinary effect, »id leads erne to suppose that they 
chaunt their ordinary conversation.'* 

Name-days and birth«days are celebrated ici 
Russia with great festivities among all ranks of peo- 
ple. The relations and friends of the parties are 
assembled ; balls and assemblies, music and dancing, 
amuse the happy circle. The games in practice 
among the common people are of various kinds. 
The most common amusement is the swing, which 
is resorted to as a recreation at all times, but more 
especially at the grand festival of Easter. There 
are three sorts of swings ; one kind has a vibrating 
motion, others perpendicular, and a third sort are 
placed in an horizontal direction. The perpendicur 
lar swings are constructed in the foUovring manner : 
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On the top of two high posts is an axle, having two 
pair of poles fixed in its centre. Each of those poles 
have at the extremities a seat suspended to a move- 
able axis, by turning of which all the seats move 
round in a perpendicular circle. The horizontal 
svnng is composed of chairs, chariots, sledges, 
wooden horses, goats, swans, &c. These being fast- 
ened at the end of long poles, are forced round in 
an horizontal circle. Adjacent to where the swings 
are fixed, booths are erected, in which coarse dra- 
matic pieces are performed, the performance seldom 
exceeds half an hour, and the price of admission is 
such as to accommodate the poorest of the people. 
- The game of foot-ball, so common in all countries, 
16 very prevalent in Russia. A large ball, stufied 
with feathers, is kicked about ; and he who suc- 
ceeds in picking it up with his hands amidst the 
contest of the feet, carries off a destined prize. 
'2 The pugilistic art and wrestling is practised as an 
amusement, *but not as in England for promoting 
gambling. In winter, it is adopted as a very good 
expedient for warming the blood. Boxing and 
wrestling is to be seen in all the streets, but carried 
on with a spirit of perfect good humour. 

Boxing is carried on in a manner different from 
that of other countries. Three or four hundred 
people assemble for this purpose ; and, having di- 
vided themselves into two parties, each party selects 
a chief, who calls out the combatants, who do not 
strip. They are furnished with thick leather gloves. 
In striking, they advance the left foot and side, 
stretch the left arm to repel the blows of the oppo- 
nent, keeping the right swinging at some distance 
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from the other. They hit in a circular direction 
at the face and head, but never attack the breast, 
or sides. No sooner does one of the champions 
fall to the ground, than the battle ceases : an ad- 
mirable precaution to prevent any serious acci^ 
dent. 

Bathing is a favourite recreation of the Russians. 
There are bathing-houses opened for the lower 
classes, which are much resorted to : the admission 
price amounts to only a few copecs, analogous to 
English half-pence. < There are also vapour-baths 
for the accommodation of the more wealthy inhabit- 
ants. Those baths are constru'cted in the following 
manner : The bath room has a large vaulted oven, 
which is so strongly heated, that the stones which 
form the upper part of it become glowing hot. To 
augment the heat, water is sprinkled on them, and by ' 
this process the room is immediately filled vrith 
vapour. 

Sir Nathaniel Wraxall, who entered when at Pe- 
tersburg one of these vapour-baths, says, " That the 
bathing is promiscuous, there being more than two 
hundred persons of both sexes in the same bath : 
there are indeed separate places for the men and 
women, but they seem regardless of this distinction, 
and sit or bathe promiscuously, quite naked." To 
promote perspiration still more, it is a common 
practice for the bather to be gently beaten with dry 
bunches of leaf, or twigs of birch, and then rubbed 
down with woollen cloths. Almost all the hospitals 
and public institutions are provided with vapour- 
bathS| 

An inexhaustible source of amusement is found in 
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the ice-hills, which are resorted to in the Riissian 
carnival or fair. Every ice-hill is fonned of a scaf- 
folding erected upon the frozen river, near thirty- 
feet high, with a platform at the top, the ascent to 
which is by a ladder. From the summit, a sloping 
plain of boards, near four yards broad and thirty 
long, descends to the superficies' of the river. Upon 
these boards, square masses of ice, fom* inches thick, 
which, being smoothed with the axe, and laid close 
to each other, are sprinkled with water, by which 
means they adhere to the board and to one another, 
and form an inclined plane of clear ice. From the 
bottom of this plain the snow is removed for a space 
of two hundred yards, and the breadth of four, upon 
the level bed of the river ; and the sides of this course, 
as well as the sides and top of the scaffolding, are 
Ornamented with firs and pines. Each person, being 
provided with a sledge, ascends the ladder, and* 
having gained the summit, being seated in his sledge, 
at the upper extremity of the inclined plane, down 
which it glides with great 'rapidity ; the velocity of 
the descent carries it more than one hundred yards 
upon the ice. At the end of the course there is 
another ice-hill like the former, which commences 
where the other terminates, and the person thus im- 
mediately mounts again, and in the same manner 
glides down the other plain of ice. It is a curious 
circumstance, that boys will skait down these ice- 
hills upon one skait jonly. 

At Oranienbaum, a few miles from Petersburg, 
there is a singularly constructed building, designated 
" 'i'he Flying Mountain." It is formed of wood, 
built upon brick walls, and m its i^gure represents a 
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tnotintain, composed of three principal ^ascents, which 
gradnally diminish in height, with an intermediate 
space to represent valleys. There is a floored way 
from top to bottom, in which three parallel grooves 
are made. A small carriage, containing one person, 
being placed upon the centre groove upon the high- 
est point of this mountain, goes with vast swiftness 
down one hill, its velocity in descending carries it up 
a second ; and thus it is in rapid motion until it ar- 
rives at the bottom of the area, when it is placed in 
one of the grooves, and drawn up by a cord fixed to 
a windlass. At the top of the mountain are several 
apartments for the exclusive accommodation of the 
court and the nobility ; other persons, to the amount 
of some thousands, are admitted within the colonade 
and upon the roof. A spacious amphitheatre near 
the Flying Mountain is appropriated for the exhibi- 
tion of tournaments. 

Masquerades are very fashionable amusements 
among the Russians. At Peterhoff, twenty miles 
from Petersbui^, there is an anniversary festival in 
the summer. This town is celebrated for its variety 
of water-works, which combine, with the eflects of 
pyrotechnics, to delight the eye with a delightful 
scenery, produced as by magic. A number of yachts, 
floating on the pellucid bosom of a fine canal, are 
illuminated, while on the shore is an immense pyra- 
mid of fire. The Black Sea in the rear has its waves 
reflecting the brilliancy of thousands of lamps glitter- 
ing in a fleet laying at anchor. 

Amidst these impressive displays of the wonders 
of nature, combined with the beauties of art, the 
attention is attracted by the appearance of numerous 
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masks, habited in a black silk dress, who id mazy 
circles dance, while, from the adjoining woods, is 
heard the shrill echo of the heart-inspiring Russian 
hunting music. 

?^ The manner of travelling in Russia in winter is 
with sledges drawn by horses. The longest and 
most uncomfortable journeys are thus performed with 
ease and rapidity. The sledges are made of the 
bark of the linden tree, which is lined with thick 
felt. A couch is placed in the sledge for the ac- 
commodation of the traveller, who, wrapt up in fur 
clothing, bids defiance to the severity of the clime. 
There are other vehicles of conveyance which are 
not so eligible as the sledge. A modem traveller 
gives the following description of the inconveniences 
he sustained in his journey frcmi the defects too often 
found in those sort of carriages. 

" I was under the necessity (says Karamansin) of 
frequently changing carriages, and I never had a 
good kibitka. Every thing was a fresh source of 
vexation. I was convinced that I was every where 
charged exorbitantly at every stage ; I was obliged 
to submit to tedious delays, but no where was I 
Dttjre angry than alt Narva. I entered that town, wet 
through; my bedding and all my things were covered 
with dirt. With great diflSculty I procured two 
packing matts, to shelter myself as much as possible 
from the rain : I was obliged, however, to pay for 
them as much as if they had been leather. I pro- 
cured, at last, a miserable kibitka and horses, but 
had scarcely proceeded half a werst, before the 
axle-tree broke, and the kibitka came down with me 
in the mud. My servant Elias, on horseback^ 



Stccompimi^ by the coachman, returned to tbe 
town for another axle'trecf while I was compell- 
ed to i-emain exposed to a heavy rain. But this 
was not all ; a police-officer arrived and vented his 
spleen on mfef because my kibitka lay in the middle 
of the road : ' Put it in yonr pocket/ cried I to himi 
with an aflfected sangfrmd^ and Wrapped my cloak 
about me." C KaramanMs TraveUi vol, L p. 6.) 

Priving at full speed is a fevourite recreation 
with the Russians. In tbe ihost spacious streets are 
frequently seen from two to six sledges abreast, 
which drive along vnth inconceivable velocity along 
plains of frozen ice, covered with snow. Nothing 
can exceed the dexterity of the drivers^ it astonishes 
every beholder. Amidst the hurry of business, the 
sledges are seen in all directions in the principal 
streets, rushing along, yet scarcely ever does any ac- 
cident occur. Every driver has a badge to distin- 
guish him^ which is a plate of tin placed at his back ; 
on this is painted his number^ and that part of the 
city to which he belongs^ 

When the emperor travels^ or any cff the royal 
family, with i^e design of making a long journey, a 
machine is made use of large enough to coi^^ain 
every requisite accommodation^ such as tables, 
chairs, beds, kt. The machine, thus furnished, is 
fixed on a sledge, to which twenty-four horses are 
harnessed: and» to accelerate the journey during 
the night, great fires are kindled at certain distances 
on the road, by the reflection of which every impe- 
diment in the way is avoided, 
r The marriage ceremonies of the lower class of 
Russians are of a peculiar nature^ The management 

(1.) ^ p ^ ^ 
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of the prdUminanes. is in the hfindif of ^tHe*pamifix;? 
\vbo frequeDtly Begociate a marriage between pavtaei^ 
who neTer preidously hsd iEfeen ea^h other« The in-r 
tended bride is compeUed to submit to^ascrutiaism^ 
^xaminatiop.' from a select junta of females. On the- 
day appointed ibt the nuptial cerem6ny, the bride i» 
^doimed with a gariataid of wormwood ; and, as soon 
as the priest has ended the form of marriage, the 
clerk (who bb in England assists otl these occasions) 
throws a handfal of hops npon the head of the lady, 
^t the^teme time expressing his best wishes that she 
TiiAy prove w prolific as them : she ii^ then conducted 
home. , 

Prior to the araetiotation of Russian barbarism by 
Peter the Great, married women were treated with 
every mark of indignity and cruelty, and were in a 
state of diagracefVil Tadsdsalage to their husbands;^ 
iMit they now hold that rank in sodety which they 
have a right to possess in every civilizod com/^ 
munity. : . . 

The state of society in Russia has been progres- 
sively improviiig, owing to the intereotirse which has 
subsisted for many yeavs past between Hii^sia audi 
the most polite nations of Europe* CaAarine the 
Second acquired an imperishable name by the inde^ 
iatigable pains that justly celebrated sovereign took 
to soften and refine her subjects. The social habits 
^id dispositions of.ithe inhabitants^ of Petei«burg are 
Yery accurately described 1^ a sagacious writer, who 
drjew his souix^es o( informiation from a long residence 
amongst them. - / 

>" In thevnjetropolis' of Russia,'' says Storch, "the 
day.b^gHMkwkh the .polite Mrorid. at different periods* 
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The hwstle in the (streets, the business of the comnion 
people, is reguhited in winter by the break of day* 
In summer, the fine mornings draw many a lazy 
citizen from his bed at an early hour, and the smoke 
is rising from the chimnies ; whereas in winter, at 
the same time, all are still, and buried in profound 
repose. The tumult of the streets, and the stillness 
of the houses^ are never greater than during these' 
hours. 

" Amidst various occupations the hour of noon: 
Cbme^ on, and tfcen^very aim and every interest is 
afe»orbed in the ^en^ttment of feasting and being* 
feasted. The length of the meal is regulated by the . 
rtumber of courses, and the pleasantry of the con- 
versation. It is customary for the dinner guests to 
depart presently after rising from table, and aftrf* 
wards a fresh company come in to tea and sttpper. 
About midnight, or in femiliei^ whene greater regu^. 
Idrity prevails, at ten O'clodk, supper* ii^ served up,' 
c!onsisting of such a profusion of dishes, -as wotdd' 
compensate for having gone without a dinner. Th6 
instant that supper is over^ the company break up/ 
About this time' the carriages arta heard rolling' 
through the streets, disturbing the profound silence 
n which, particularly in the dai'k evenings of winter, 
the town has been for some hours buried. 

^^uch is the diurtial couri^e of life with those' 
who deem themselves of the more polii^hed and su- 
perior stations. Many houses are daily open to 
visits ; in otheis, certain days of the w^ek are al- 
lotted to com^fyanyJ In thesie a select circle of ^epds* 
and acqtiatntawce meet together, whek*e ^v^y gufeirt' 
is welcomedf that is introduced by one of the^ftttnei*.- 
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The person who had company at home yesterday 
goes abroad to-day: one continued vortex of dissi- 
pation attracts every one into its eddy that can and 
is inclined to submit to it Life passes on in a per- 
petual intoxication ; from which if a person wake for 
a moment, it is only to seize the enchanted cop 
s^resh ; and only the person who is content to pass 
for an oddity, or a man of rigid morals, keeps with- 
out the magic circle, and views the general giddiness 
with pity or surprise* 

'^ It may be aflSrmed, that hospitality, the noble 
virtue of antient times, is not carried to such an un- 
limited extent in any cajutal in Europe as here ; an 
assertion to which the concurrent voices of all 
travellers, who have staid heire a longer or a shorter 
time, bear testimony. The origin of this beneficent 
custom is doubtless natural ; but the Petersburghers 
}&ye emancipate tbemiielves from so many of their 
native customs, that we may reasonably admit some 
stronger motive than A reverence for antiquity for 
their retaining so e^^p^isive a national virtue. This 
motive is not any other th^ a disposition for society, 
which generally prevails here ; a characteristic which 
redounds to the honour of those who possess it, as 
it is frequently the source of humane sentiments, and 
generous actions. But it would be requiring too 
much, that this motive should subsist in all its purity 
in the great multitude, as in the polite and more re- 
ined part of the community. Emptiness of head 
^d hk^U unacquaintance with silent mental recrea- 
tions, thirpt for amusement, the pleasure of seeing 
find b^ng seen, the desire of forming connections, 
tk^ propensity to piny, jmd many other views of 




(3'^<i^''^'/^>i?^ >^^^<^ 



RUSSIA IN EUROPE. til ' 

ir ariotts kiDds^ here, as in other places, impel mankind 
to associate, because in all places human nature is 
tlie same. An affluence generally diflused, imparts 
general enjoyment. The rich and poor have e(pial 
shares; the former guide, the latter receive, and all 
enjoy. 

^' The m^or part of all circles consist of men, as 
unmarried ladies never visit, and the married com- 
pany expect visits at home. The mistress of the 
bouse is frequently the only lady at a table of ten 
or twenty persons. The little attentions that men 
Touchsafe to pay to ladies in other countries are here 
often neglected ; the natural consequence of which 
is, that the ladies, whenever they are not absolutely 
sequestered, seek their revenge by an oppressive op- 
position to the majority. At table they sit close to- 
gether, and in company they divide off: there 
are, however, many exceptions to this unsociable 
custom. 

*' One pecuUar advantage of the circles in this 
metropolis is the mixture of persons of all ranks and 
countries, of all religious denominations, and of the 
most diversified manners, habits, and humours. It 
is by no means unusual to see generals, chief officers, 
decorated personages, * merchants^ scholars, and 
artists, together in one company, at the same table ; 
or to meet in a company of ten or twelve persons, 
Russians, Germans, Englishmen, Frenchmen, Spa«^ 
niards, and Swedes. The first and great benefit 
arising from this amalgamation is toleration. The 
reciprocal necessity of bearing, in order to be borne 
with : the sentiments of propriety, by which those of 
the stronger party are moved to lay aside their 
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superiority, that they tnay not render those of the 
iveakef shy of their company : in short, cartom, 
"wKich fomiliarises us to the strangest objects, and de^ 
prives manners andopnions of all that at first seemed 
alarming; all these causes together have effected 
such an harmony in the style of good company, 
that we should think ourselves in a meeting of inti- 
mate aoquaintances, where, in fact, they are all peo* 
pie of die greatest difference in national habits and 
professional notions. 

'\ " It is not in'any place more difficult to excite at* 
teaition by extraordinary occurrences, distant travels, 
manrello^is adrentures, and great acquaintances, than 
h«ie. Most young Russians of rank and education 
have made the grand tour : many of them are well 
aequaioted with the customs and countries of Paris, 
'Home, and London, as with those of their own 
country. A great number of persons, by embassies * 
and deputations, are familiar with remote nations ; 
adventurers, who have tried their fortune in itioie 
than one quarter of the world, flock thither, and in 
considerable numbers : each brings his share of ex- 
perience into company; the stock of knowledge thus 
brought into circulation among the more polished 
circles renders them the more interesting. 

" A people so social and fond of amusement as 
those of this city, are not apt to let slip any oppor- 
tunity of feasting and jollity. At these tin>es, Kke- 
wise, the same ease and freedom prevail, that so 
agreeably heighten the character of the general man- 
ners of the people of this place. Ko custom is of 
such universal obligation as not to admit of any 
icxception without impropriety. In not any place 



ate iWer tonualtties, nor the neglect of them Ittteod* 
ed with fewer expostulatioDS and remarks. 

'* From these remarks and observations, some 
judgment may be formed concerning the agreeable 
sojourn this city affords. In fact, of all the capitals 
in Europe that I h^ve visited, I know not of any 
where such a variety of enjoyments are to be had 
at so cheap a rate as in Petersburg." 

As an' evidence of that characteristic hospitality 
which so greatly distinguishes the Russian, and 
which is so admirably described by M. Storch, ano- 
ther philosophic traveller, the Rev. Mr. Coxe, gives 
the following aeeount of an entertainment given by 
an individual, upon quitting business, to his former 
customers. 

" In the month #f December," says this .cele- 
brated English traveller, '' I was witness to a very 
singular entertainment, given to the public by a 
Rassian^^i^ had acquired a large fortune in four 
years only^- by /arming and vending spirituous 
liquors. On surrendering his contract, he gave, as a 
proof of his gratitude to the lower class of people 
hj whom he had enriched himself, a feast in the 
garden of the summer palace, which was announced 
by hand-bills distributed through the city. A large 
semi-circular table was covered with all kinds of 
provisions, piled in different shapes, and in the 
greatest profusion. Large slices of bread and ca- 
viare, dried sturgeon, carp, and other fish, were 
ranged to a great height, in the form of pent-houses 
and pyramids, and garnished with cray-fish, onions, 
and pickles. In different parts of the garden werfe 
TOWS of casks, full of spirituous liqtiors ; and still 
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lArgefr vessels of wiiies, beer, &c. Among tlie deco-* 
rations, was the representation of an immense whale^ ' 
in pasteboard, covered with clothe and gold and 
silver brocade, and filled with bread, dried fish, and 
other provisions." 

This spontaneous act of liberality afibrds a 
pleasing trait of the Russian character, and is cal* 
culated to remove those unwarrantable prejudices 
long entertained against a nation at once both ge-^ 
perous and b^ve. 



CHAP. IL 



government, Jurispmdeneej and Religion iff the 
Russian Empire — Literatwe^ ^. 

An unlimited monarchy is the form of govern- 
ment adopted. The sovereign, whose title is that of 
" Autocrate," is invested with absolute power; there 
is no barrier placed to the exercise of his authority : 
he is the sole arbiter of the happiness and prosperity, 
or misery of his subjects. The reissuing emperor has, 
ever since his accession to the imperial throne, made 
the happiness of his people the directory of his con- 
duct. The czar Peter, although he cannot be ex- 
onerated altogether fi-om acting in some instances 
in an arbitrary manner and with capricious despotism^. 
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yet abolished many tyrannical usages practised by 
his predecessors. 

Catherine the Second imitated his example ; and 
the emperor Alexander has greatly reformed the 
laws, and put them on a better footing. The work 
of regeneration, where so many abuses were to bft 
corrected, could not be achieved at once, but in a 
gradual and progressive manner ; and therefore it 
cannot be expected, that the system of civil laws, at 
present, in Russia, should have attained unto, or 
become altogether perfect. In the legislative code 
of laws of Russia embraces much penal severity. In 
the earlier periods, and even when Peter the First 
exercised the imperial sovereignty, public depreda- 
tors on the high-way were suspended on gibbets by 
iron hooks affixed to the ribs : the agonies produced 
by this lingering and protracted way of fannihilating 
the vital principle may be better conceived thaa 
described. 

The discipline of the knautj but rarely made use 
of now, is of a very sanguinary nature. From this 
mode of punishment no rank exempts ; and, in many 
instances, the tender sex, and females of high dis« 
tinction, have been compelled to undeigo its disgust- 
ing severity* ' In the exercise of the double knout, 
the hands of the culprit are* fastened behind his 
back, and the cord being to a pulley, lifts him from 
the ground, which occasions the dislocation of both 
the shoulders ; the executioner then, with a tremen- 
dous leathern thong, flagellates with merciless exer« 
tion. As in the military punishments in England, a 
fiurgeon is always present to mark the state of the 
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sHjfTerer ; notwithiatafidkig the precautionary measure 
of medical attendance^^tbe knout has in too many in* 
dances proved fatal. Another method of retributive 
justice is, by boring a hole through^ or cutting out 
the tongue : otharpmnshments are, exiling to Siberia, 
and a ccmdemnation to mrorking m the mines; in 
each of these cases> the criminal suflfers perhaps 
m<»e than in that oi the knout The dreadful 4- 
tigues and hardships he undergoes renders his 
existence'a burden ; and he is destined to sufifer a 
lingeiing dealh, either frozen in the wilds of Siberia, 
or emacjlated in the fi«bteirajieou» ca.wras of the 
earlh. In s^wae instancesr felons are boranded on the 
cheeks and liEHrehaad. Some recent traveUers in 
Russia ialbrm us^th4 there were lately freoi sixteen 
hundred to two thousand conwta 9^»teu^ed to wwk 
ia the wis^ at Neishink ftn: life ;^ ibom wh^ treve 
married were allowed peKmisoiob to build huts near 
the mines for themselves, and families. 

The feudal system, so gewral in the norfliem 
parts of Eurc^,^ was .exerted in Russia to an 
euormous exieisL The peasantry was in a state of 
compMe Yassalage^to theit laftdlorda; and those 
who were tenante m the estates of the notnlity were 
viewed as iwieh tbeir fXGfOty as lands which they 
teaan1^« A creditor had the power to amke his 
defalor and all his femily slai^es. With respect to 
coQirta of judicafeiife,^ they were abounding with 
akusea, audi under Ihe infliiaace of the most flagrant 
GeNTmptieiBr ; but Catharine the Second made the 
judges independent, by affixing a certain salary to 
the exerase ^ their functions. As to the police 
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of themetro|)oib. Sir Nathanidl Wimxtdl* tiho visited 
Petersburg 9hout forty years ago, maHes 4he fcdfew-^ 
ing animadversioQS. 

'' The police of Petereboig is very gpod^'and ooe 
may vralk M^ith great safety mt any hour* Now and 
then a murder happens, bat this is byao means 
frequent. Some branches of the p<rfice appeared to 
-jne singular, though I must allow they me produe* 
tive of salutary consequences* I wsis H little indis^ 
posed soon after my airival, and . s^it my servant to 
purchase some magnesia in the sIm^s ; he brought 
me word, that no apothecary would sell him any ; 
but that three or four of them had acNMired him they 
ifared not part with a drachm if a hundred duca% 
were ofiered for it, unless a regular prescriptioQ was 
brought them, signed by a physician, as the punish- 
ment is very severe for thdr vioUding tUs reg^ation^ 
Esculapius could not have a law more b^^eficial to 
the faculty ; but it prevents empirics firom dertroyk^ 
numbers as they do with impunity among us, and 
renders it very easy to discover poisons, by tracing 
to its source the vendor of them. 

** Another regulation here, though not without its 
advantages likewise, is very troublesome. No stranger 
can quit the capital to pass the frontiers without 
having been first advertised in all the puUic papens 
for ten days preceding his departure, though his 
business or affairs should be ever so urgent But as 
Petersburg is not a thoroughfiure, this restraint is 
less felt than otherwise it would be." 

Since Sir Natiianiel published his travels, the re- 
gulations of the poHoe have betn altered, and ren* 
dered more palatable to strssf ers. 
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Tbe national religion of Russia is that of the 
Greek church, which approximates very much to 
that ot the church of Rome, fix)m which it seceded. 
The grand article in which it is dissentient from 
popery, is in refusing to acknowledge the supremacy 
Of the Pope. In the Greek church, the worship of 
images is rejected ; the distinguishing article of faitb 
18 the doctrine, that the Holy Spirit does not proceed 
from the Father and the Son, but from the Father 
only. There is a flagrant inconsistency in the creed 
of the Russian church — that while it disclaims any 
adoration of images, it admits of a superstitious ve- 
neration for the pictures of saints, to whom prayers 
are offered up in the capacity of mediators. In the 
houses of tbe peasants, there is generally found a 
figure, called an ohross^ to which devotional orisons 
are paid. The Russian kalendar is crowded with 
samts' days, which are strictly observed: but the 
grandest festival is that of Easter, which is observed 
with a degree of splendid solemnity highly im- 
pressive. The sublime event of the resurrection 
of the Divine Founder of the Christian religion is 
dramatised. 

Russia is divided into 36 eparchies or bishoprics, 
containing 483 cathedrals, and 26,598 churches. 
The bishops are exclusively compelled to celibacy. 
Ecclesiastical affairs are under the superintendence 
of a synod, which is designated " The Holy Synod.'* 
The emperor nominates the bishops. The priests 
have no fixed stipends, but depend on the volun- 
tary contributions of their respective congregations. 
There are a greai number of monasteries in Russia, 
estimated at least to amount to 387 : firom the body 
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of the monks the superior clergy are chosen. Peter 
the Third made a very impolitic innovation in the 
ecclesiastical costume, namely, that of ordering the 
cleigy to have their beards cut off. This circum- 
stance, insignificant ^s it appears, ci*eated such a 
spirit of dissatis&ction as ultimately to prove fatal to 
lum. 

There is alargebody of seceders from the established 
church of Russia, by some writers estimated to amount 
to two million. One branch of these schismatics intro* 
duced a great deal of the Jewish laws and ceremo- 
nies into the Christian code. Another body of 
separatists appeared about the middle of the seven- 
teenth century. The abridged pretext for dissenting 
was the necessity of amending and correcting the 
church service. The Separatists chiefly reside in 
the commercial towns, and in the southern provinces. 
The mother church has occasionally made use of 
coercive measures to reclaim the schismatics. In 
1764, twenty thousand persons of that description 
were banished to Siberia. " Of all the Russian 
sects, the most singular is the Duhoborsti, who, ajfler 
various persecutions, were allowed by the present 
emperor to settle in Molosknia Vodi, in the govern- 
ment of Tauvia. They have no priests, never enter 
a church, or use pictures, and reject even baptism 
and the Lord's supper. They are sober, industrious, 
and mild ; distinguished by mutual affection, hospi« 
tality, and beneficence, and take uncommon pains 
to bring up their children in the principles and prac- 
tice of reUgion. Their worships which is not con- 
fined to time or place, consists of singing, praying. 
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aad 4x pkming ihe seri^urest Tfaey have all tiiiogi 
kk common ; and their only jmnishflieat ia eaqpidsidD 
from tbeir community. They are fond of &ncifai 
and fiUeg<mcal tnterpretatioiNi of scriptiire ; bat 
there la littfe excejptionabie in the articles of their 
faith." 

On the banks of the river Sarpa is a flourishiii^ 
colony of Moravians, whidi is deoominated Sarepta. 
The United BrelihpeD first settled at tfaiB place kk 
1765. Many privileges were granted them by the 
Russian governmeitf. The clergy form the mosl 
distinguished class of the Ru^ian population; in 
the ejKwcise of pubUc worship, some read written 
homilies, while others deliver sermons appropriate to 
the doctrines ^f the gospel, as taught by the Greek 
church. 

, Th^ Rttsskyas mdulge very singularandsuperstitious 
notionswithregard to thestateofdqparted souls. Alter 
the body of the deceased is laid otit» a priest is sent 
for to ofier up prayears for his sobI ; the body is pa*- 
ijfied with inci^se, and it is sprinkled wkh holy 
water all the time it remains above greottd. WImb 
it is removed for interment, the prkst produces a 
ticket, signed by the Issbop and another clergyman, 
as the deceased's passport to heaven* This certifi- 
cate is placed between his fingenu Upon returmng 
home, the mourners drown their sorrow in potent 
libations, sacred to tiie memory of die deceased. 
Although the Russians are not helieirers in purgatory, 
yet the priest recites prayers fcr a certain period of 
time over the graves of the deceased ; tiiey vindicate 
this practice, by asserting that those piuyens may 
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raider assistance to departed souls in their journey 
from this world to the other. 

Literature was little cultivated in Russia prior to 
the reign of Peter the Great, who greatiy encosH 
raged science, and his example was followed by his 
successors. The present ecnperor has been sedu- 
lously attentive in patronising learning and learned 
men. The |lussians have literary establisbments^ 
which have tended greatly to diftise knowledge 
throughout the empire. In the proceedings^ of their 
academies are to be found many valuable papers 
relative to astronomy, mathematics, and natural piii-» 
losophy. The emperor Alexander has introduced 
Bible societies throughout his domiinions. The 
earliest Russian historian was a monk, beloi^ng to 
a monastery at Riow in the Ukraine. He died 1 1 15« 
M. Kracbeninnikow, professor of the aqadaoiy of 
sciences at St Petersburg, has compiled a very int 
teresting description of Kamstchatka* Rusm kmi 
also produced some poets of no ordinary abilitBea 
The empress Catharine the Second was a munificent 
patron of leammg and the fine arts*. To raise the 
lower class of h» sulogeets firom a state of profound 
ignorance, she invited Dr. Brown, auibor oi tiit 
'' Estimate of the msmners and principles of f&b; 
Times,'" to superintend the education of the Russite 
youth ; the most liberal terms were offered to thai 
distinguished vmter, anftd every {Nreparation was 
made for his journey, when he committed a fi^tal 
act of suidde The writings of Rousseau were so 
well received in Russia, that count Orloff gave the 
{diilosopher of Geneva a pressing invitation to reside 
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in Russia, which in consequence of the severity of the 
ch'mate, he declined accepting. Works of poetry 
and history have appeared in the greatest numbers ; 
but translation is the department in which the Rus- 
sians seem principally to labour. 
^ Some of the antient classics, and works indifferent 
walks of learning, French, English, and German, 
have been translated into the Russian language. 
The Academy ^rScienaes was instituted by Peter 
the Great. There are two seminaries for the educa- 
tion of the nobility at Petersburg, one for males, the 
other for females. " Besides schools for general 
education in all the provinces of the empire, there 
are for the instruction of the clergy, four academies, 
thirty-six seminaries, and eighteen schools, with 
twenty-six thousand scholars. With respect to clas- 
sical literature, the Greek language is taught, but in 
a very limited number of schools. Latin is more 
generally taught. The Russian dialect is an im* 
provement of the Sclavonian language ; the letters 
of the alphabet are thirty-six in number, and they 
very much resemble the Greek characters. The 
dergy, in general adopt the modem Greek, which 
is also made use of by persons of literary talent^,^ 
f " Nothing serves," says a modem writer, " to 
give a more correct and exalted idea of the conse- 
quence that Russia seems destined to attain among 
nations thjan the history and nature of its commerce. 
Though considerable commerce had been carried 
on by the nations now incorporated into the Rus- 
sian empire before the reign of Peter the Great, 
Russia had no ports, and but trifling intercourse 
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Math foreign nations, Mrhile ihe vast means of inter- 
nal traffic remained unimproved. That enterprising 
and indefatigable monarch entered into commercial 
treaties with the Chinese and Persians, opened a 
communication between the Baltic and Caspian 
seas; and by the building of Petersburg, and 
the acquisition of other ports on the former, esta- 
blii^hed a most profitable connexion between his 
own dominions and the maritime nations. During 
the reign of Catharine the Second, the commerce of 
the Euxine was acquired, inland navigation improved, 
and a spirit of active and industrious enterprize ex- 
cited from Riga to the Eastern Ocean. 

** As the population of Russia,'' continues Mr, 
Anderson, ** is by no means equal to the cultivation 
of the soil, its exports consist chiefly of raw mate- 
rials, or commodities so far manufactured, as to fit 
them for transportation. Among the articles may 
be mentioned, iron, saltpetre, hemp, flax, napkins, 
linen, sail-cloth, cordage, linseed oil, linseed, to« 
bacco, ihubarb, wheat, rye, barley, oats, masts, 
planks, boards, rosin, tar, pitch, train-oil, wax, tal- 
low, potashes, isinglass, caviar, horse-hair and tails, 
hogs' bristles, matts, hides, ox tongues, and bones, 
in return for these articles, the Russians receive 
stufis of silk, woollen and cotton, cloth, stoci^ 
ings, trinkets, watches, hardware, looking-glasses, 
English stone ware, English horses, coffee, su- 
gar, oranges, lemons, fresh fruit, herrings. Mines, 
brandy, English beer, mineral water, paper, books, 
engravings, alum, indigo, scythes, and glass ware. 
The chief seats of Russian commerce are on the 
Baltic. At Petersbuig alone is made the one half 

. (1.) F 
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nearly of all the exports aiid koportis of the empire. 
R^a is also a place of great trade ; Archangrel, oa 
the White Sea, has lost much of ite former conse- 
qtience, and now is little sopierior to Astrakhan. 
Nicholae^ on the Black Sea, the third town in the 
empire, is advantageously situated, and in a very 
flourishing condition. The commerce on the Chi- 
nese frontier, though liable to interruption, amounts 
to 2,000,000 of rubles. In 1758, the whole exports 
of the Russian Empire amounted in value to 8,1 50,683 
rubles, in 1768 to 12^971,542, and in 1790 to 
27,500,000. For thie first of these periods, the im- 
ports were valued at 5,826,126 rubles ; for the 
second at (0^856,li31 ; and the last at 22,500,000. 
In 1799, the exports from Pd;eraburg alone amounted 
to 38,169,925 rubles,? and the imports to 19,290,779, 
f Tills statem^it sliews a prodigious increase, and ^ 
great balance in favour of Russja. One half of the 
Russian trade is with Great Britain. . The ratio o{ 
the profit on the trade with the JSnglish compared ^ith 
that in the trade with all other nations, is very re- 
markable. In 1784, thQ whc^ exports anaounted 
to 12,941,513 rubles, and Ihe whple imports to 
121,72,345. The British shajre in the exports were 
8,390,755 rubles,, and ii» the, imports 3,000,915, 
leaving a profit to the Russi^Jtia.of 5,189,820 ru« 
bles ; v^hereas, with aU other . nations, they lost 
4,620,652 rabies^ About a third of the whole 
trade is carried on by Russian subjects. The bu- 
siness of Petersburg is conducted by factors chiefly 
foreigners. The Russian merchants from the interior 
repair to Petersburg at a stated time, and enter 
into contracts with the factors to dediver goods of 
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partkolar description, the foUtowing spmg oi^ 
muniuer, receiving uieaowhile the whole :qr half of 
the parcbase-tnouey. On imported ^oods, whicli^ 
are sold foy the resident factors, or delivered bj 
them for sale at foreiga marketsi, the Russian mer- 
chant who orders lliem, receives, six, twelve, or 
eighteen months credit*" 

The annual balance of trade of Russia before the 
rupture with England was 800,000/. in her favour* 
The Ukraine may be called the granary of the 
empire ; the best com, hemp, flax, honey, and wax, 
come from this fertile province, and 10,000 head of 
homed cattle are annually sent from its pastures into 
Silesia and Saxony. Russia carries on a most ex- 
tensive commerce over land to China by means of 
caravans. This trade chiefly consists in furs, which 
are exchanged for cotton, silk, tea, &c. " To Buch-« 
arra in Tartary, and to the annual fair at Samarcand, 
Russia sends her own merchandise, in retigro for 
Indian silks, curled lamb-skins, and money. She 
likewise trades to Persia, by way of . Astrakan, 
across the Caspian Sea, for raw and wrought silk. 
In 1784, an imperial edict was issued, perraittiug all 
foreigners to carry on a free trade by a^a and land 
with the several countries bordering on the Euxine. 
The same privileges, religious and civil, are allowed 
to them in .the ports of Cherson. SebastQpolis, and 
Theodosia, in the province of Tauvida, as in Pe- 
tersbui^.** 

*The internal trade of Russia is iu a very flourish- 
ing state. In 1803, there were 843 leather manu- 
factories, 283 linen, 321 silk, 107 glass,. and $6 paper. 

The armed force of Russia has been greatly aug- 
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mented of late. Basching, in his Geography, asserts* 
that in 1772, the Russian army amounted to more 
than six hundred thousand men ; in the course of a 
few years it was increasefd considerably, the effective 
troops do not near amount to the amount nominally 
stated ; the garrisons and provinces of the Empire, 
draw off a lai^e portion of the troops. In the com^ 
mencement of the campaign of 181 2,* which ended 
so triumphantly for Russia, it was with extreme 
difficulty, that two hundred thousand effective men 
were brought into the field. The most foimidable 
body of the Russian army, is the Cossack, cavalry. 
These brave, hardy, and intrepid warriors, are of 
Sclavonic origin, and their principal seat, is on the 
banks of the river Don. In consequence of military 
service, they are exempted from all . taxes. They 
are obliged to serve in any part of the world as light 
horse, mounted, and accoutered at their own ex- 
pence. They arc governed by an Ataman, or a 
Hetman, whose power was formerly very great, but 
it has recently been greatly abridged, and the crown 
has the nomination of each Hetman. 

The Don Cossacks are more personable than the 
Russians, they are in general very fine and well pro- 
portioned men. Their costume is a blue jacket, 
with white dimity waistcoat and trowsers- In their 
evolutions, they display astonishing rapidity ; and 
with a very long spear, msh upon the enemy with 
inconceivable fury. The English nation was grati- 
fied a few years since with the sight of one of those 
distinguished warriors, who resided for a short time 
in the metropolis prior to the arrivai of his imperial 
majesty. ' 
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There is another division of Cossacks who ori- 
ginally dwelt on the banks of the Dnieper ; but in 
consequence of a revolt during the reign of the era- 
press Cadiariue the Second^ were transported to a 
distant part beyond the sea of Azof. They differ 
from their brethren of the Don, in many respects, 
both in dress and character. The mode of recruit- 
ing the Russian army is nearly similar to that prac- 
tised in England. 

The navy of Rnssia was truly insignificant until 
the reign of Peter the Great. That illustrious sove- 
reign, for the encouragement of naval architecture 
in his dominions, after working in the dock-yard at 
Deptford to make himself master of the science, 
took with him, on his return to Russia, many inge- 
nious mechanics, well skilled in the art of ship builds 
ing. At the death of Peter, the navy of Russia 
consisted of fifty sail of the line ; but it was greatly 
neglected until the accession of Catharine the Se« 
cond ; since which period it haid been placed on a 
very respectable footing. In 1807, the great fleet ot 
the Baltic consisted of 59 ships, carrying 2240 guns, 
including 20 new ships of the Ikie, 'with 1588 guns; 
14 frigates, with 426 guuR ; 6 cutters, with 130 guns, 
and 19 smaller vessels with 110 guns. The fleet 
stationed on the Black Sea was formed of 37 ships, 
with 1288 guns, as also 40 gun boats with 54 pieces 
of cannon ; there wan also afleetof gallies having 705 
guns. Great improvements have been made in the 
Russian navy in consequence of the superintendance 
of English officers. '* The expense of building ships, 
in consequence of negligence, waste, and imposi^ 
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tion," says Mr. Anderson ia his ** Sketches of the 
Russian Empire/' '' is so enormous, that admiral 
Knowles told the empress Catharine, that he would 
^ngfige to fetch all the materiaU for ship-bnilding 
.from Russia, pay the duties tipon them, and deliver 
to her from England ships completely equipjped at 
much less than they cost her in her own dock-yards. 
Twenty thousand sailors are kept in constant service 
either on board the ships, or in the dock-yards. 

The revenue of Russia has been estimated at 
jtwelve million sterling. It arises from various taxes 
and monopolies. Of the former the chief is a poll 
tax first imposed by Peter the First There is also 
a tax on capital of one per cent, paid by merchants, 
m consequence of which they are exempted from 
jthe poll tax. Duties on exports and imports, on law 
> proceedings, on stamped paper, and esi thd profits 
arising from the salt trade, spintuous liquors, &c. 
form some of the sources of the revenue. 

There were no orders of knighthood in Russia 
before the time of Peter the Great. He instituted 
three : the order of St* Andrew was ibsinded in 
1698, when that monarch was engaged in war with 
the Othman Porte. Thope who belong to this order 
are persons of the .first mnk. and consequence in the 
empire. He instituted the. order < of Sti^ Alexander 
Newski, confirmed by Catharine the First. The 
last ord^er he instituted in honour of his ccmpress, 
after whom, it was denominated the ordw of St. 
Catharine. Catharine the Second founded the order 
of St. George,, for military officers in her service: 
she also, in 1782, instituted the order of St Vlodi- 
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mir, fbr persons holding offices of a civil Mature. 
The order of St. Anne of Holstem was founded in 
memory of Anne, daughter of Peter the Great, by 
the emperor Peter the Third. 



CHAP. ill. 



Description of the chief Cities aind Towns of 
Russia in Europe. 

This metropolis of the Russian empire, is the city < 
of St. Petersburg. It is situated at the mouth of 
the river Neva, on a cluster of islands, virhich once 
exhibited nothing but a disgusting morass. The crea« 
tive genius of Peter the Great converted a niiserabl0 
into a splendid city. Some idea of its magnificence 
may be formed from the impressions it made on the 
mind of a modem traveller of considerable ability. 

" I was struck/' says Sir N. Wraxall, " with 9 
pleasing astonishment while 1 wandered anK)ng h^ 
vend, streets, and public buildings, which have ariaei^ 
as by enchantment within the memory of men atiU 
alive, and have converted the marshy islands df 
the Neva into one of the most magnificent icitieif of 
the earth. The imagination, aided by so many 
visible objects, rises to the wondrous foundev, ati4 
beholds, in idea, the tutelary genius of Peter yet 



40 RV6SIA IN EUBOPK.. 

hovering over the child of his own production, and 
viewing with a parent's fondness its rising palaces 
and temples. The names on which the antient story 
dwells with so much pleasure, sink on a comparison 
with this immortal man ; and the famous legisla- 
tors of Greece and Egypt never presumed to 
attempt the mighty transformation which the Czar 
completed." 

The river Neva, which flows through the city, is 
in various places as hroad, and in some broader than 
the liver Thames at London. Its banks are adorned 
with a range of splendid buildings. Over this river 
is abridge of pontoons. One of the finest ornaments of 
this great city is an equestrian statue of its ever me- 
morable founder erected by order of the late empress 
Catharine the Second. It was executed by a native 
of France, and is a lasting memorial of his talents. 
It stands on a pedestal of red granite. The base is 
forty-two feet long, thirty-six at the top, twenty-one 
thick, and seventeen feet high. All travellers who 
have visited Petersburg agree in eulogising the 
beauty of this statue, which is erected before the 
imperial palace. The spectator is wrapt in ad- 
miration at the attitude in which the artist has 
placed the czar. He is represented as mounted on 
a roek of prodigious magnitude, to the summit of 
which his horse is ascending. The following in- 
scription is engraved on this statue : Petro Primo, 
Catlierina Secunda, Posuit. 1782. 
^ The houses in Petersburg are built upon pfles. 
The streets ar^ intersected with canals, and trees are 
filanted on each side« It is evident that the emperor 
borrowed this plan from the observations he had 
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made when at Amsterdam. The churches are fine 
domes, elegantly gilt, which produce a very fine 
efifect when the beams of the sun reflect upon them. 
The cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul has, how- 
ever, a diflPerent form of architecture; it is orna- 
mented with a magnificent spire of vast altitude. 
The fortifications of St. Petersburg are considered 
as of the most impregnable nature. The walls of 
the fortress are made of bricfc, which are strengthen- 
ed by five regular bastions. In the interior are 
barracks for the military, as also dungeons, in which 
state prisoners are confined. A small arsenal well 
supplied with stores, and a mint for the coinage of 
national money, are in this fortress, adjoining to 
which is a small hut, which greatly excites th^ cu- 
riosity of the traveller, as being an occasional resi- 
dence of Peter the First. Among other articles ex- 
hibited is a four-oared boat, the workmanship of that 
emperor. Among the sacred edifices in this city^^ 
the cathedral we have adverted to ; that dedicated 
to St. Peter and St. Paul is worthy of particular 
notice. The internal decorations are of a superior 
nature; but what renders the cathedral especially 
interesting is, that the body of Peter the Great is 
there entombed ; but it is a singular circumstai ce, 
that over the remains of that mighty monarch, (as 
well as the bodies of his royal successors, there is 
neither a " storied urn, or animated bust," no se- 
pulchral monument, to record his praise. 

There is a convent at St. Petersburg, in which up- 
wards of four hundred young ladies are educated ; 
but this establishment is of a different nature from 
those in Roman catholic countries; the former being a 

(2.) G 
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seminary, and no vow of ceKbacy being required- A 
very noble building has been erected for the membem 
of the Royal Academy of Sqiences, founded by Pet« 
the First It is eniichied with a fine library, and an 
observatory, and contain^ an unique assemblage of 
curiosities; an)ong which are— the horse of Peter 
Ithe Gre^t styflfed — ^the head of the beautiftitl but 
unforjtpnate Miss Hamiliour who was beheaded in 
.consequence of an illicit amour — a figure in w^x of 
Peter the preat, supposed to be a striktnj^ resem- 
blance — a repealing watch, the size of an igg, on 
which is a view of the tomb of onr Saviour, iyi& the 
stone at the opening of it, and the soldiers appointed 
to watch : upon a sudden, by a secret mechanism^ 
.the stone is removed, the guards fall to the gi^oitiid, 
angel^ appear, and the women enter the sepulchre. 
This astonishing piece of mechanical science wa» 
constructed by a Russian boor, who being (rfaced 
appi^ntice to a shopkeepa* at Novogbrod, ha<| hi» 
attention directed to a wooden clock, fixed opposite 
to his residence. By continual examination. of the 
principles on which it was cohstmcted, he was ena- 
bled to make one exactly corresponding to it ; and, 
thus successful, he improved in his inechanical 
researches, so as to attain to the climax of inge- 
nuity in making the repeating watch already de* 
scribed. 

Mr. Coxe makes mention of a very curious object 

which is preserved in this academy. It is a Ikrge 

. mass of iron, blended with a substance resembling 

glass, which is, notwithstanding, quite malleable^ 

and capable of being converted by the forge into any 

. form. 
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^ This mass, (observes Mr. Coxe,) which exhibits 
the first instance of native iron ever found in a state 
of perfibct malleability, was discovered upon an euu- 
iience between the rivulets Oberi and Sisim^ which 
fall into the river Yeinisei above the town of Kras- 
noyarsk. It was a separate mass, seemingly detach- 
ed by lapse of time from the mouiitain upon which it 
rested ; and, what is very remarkable, ihe chain of 
mountain's among which it was found, do not afrord* 
ihe least traces of any volcano, foi^e, or antient 
mine, or in any other part the smallest appearance of 
native iron. A rich vein of blue magnetic oi*e ex- 
<;ited the atten^on of the Russian miners, and first 
led to the discovery of this insulated mass. 

** The mass, in its orignal state, weighed 1440 
English pounds, and was incru^djil most parts 
vfith a thick coat of black iron ore. The inside 
consists of pure malleable iron, divid!ed by irr^ular 
cavities, which are filled with a vitrified transparent 
substance, yellow foi' the most part, but black in a 
few places near the surface, and partially blended 
with ochrie. - , 

" l^ersons who have never seen any part of this 
mass, may be ^posed to think it must have been 
the effect of art ; but whoever examines it virith at- ' 
tention, must be convinced that it is entirely natural, 
although they maiy not be able to account for the 
mode of its products. 

The imperial palace at Petersburg is a spacious 
brick building, neatly stuccoed white. It is situated 
on the hanks of the Neva. In this palace are two 
galleries of paintings, of singular excellence^ and 
immense value. The imperial crown which is hem 
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deposited is supposed to be the largest and richest 
in Europe ; it is formed in the shape of a bonnet^ 
and is. studded all over with jewels. Amidst the 
diamoiids which glitter on the sceptre, Is one pre* 
sented by prince OrlofFto the empress Catharine the 
Second, valued at five hundred thousand rubles. 
There is another royal palace at Peterhof, twenty 
wersts, or miles, from the capital, celebrated for its 
beautiful gardens, adorned vnth elegant statues. — 
Amidst this sylvan scenery, the fashionable world of 
Petersburg are entertained frequently with masque- 
rades ; lat one of these Sir N. Wraxall was present, 
to whom we stand indebted for the following inte- 
resting description. At the masquerade '^ there 
were few fancy dresses, nor was any character sup- 
ported. Every person without distinction is admitted 
upon this occasion; and there were not less than 
4,000 or 6,000 persons present. Her majesty was 
dressed 'in a blue dommo, and played at cards most 
of the nigh^ 

'^ The illuminations in the gardens far surpassed 
any I ever saw. Two prodigious arcades of fire 
extended in fi-ont of the palace The canal, which 
reaches to the gulf of Finland, was illuminated on 
both sides; ^nd the view terminated by a rock 
lighted in the inside, which had a beautiful effect. 
From either side of the canal branched off long 
arched walks, illuminated; and beyond these, in 
the woods, were hung festoons of lamps differently 
coloured. AH the jets deatm played ; artificial 
cascadfss, where the water tumbled from one de- 
clivity to another ; and under each of which lights 
were very artfully disposed, amused and surprised 
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the spectator at the same time. Besides those, 
there were summer-houses, pyramids, and temples 
of flame; and beyond all appeared the imperial 
yachts on the water, in the same brilliant and daz* 
zUug ornaments. 

- ** There is so little obscurity this season of the 
year, that if the night had not been very opportunely 
cluiMly, the illuminations could not have produced 
their full effect. This favourabie circumstance how- 
ever, superadded to the black vapo^ir which rose 
from such a multitude of lamps, and hung over the 
gardens, caused a degree of gloom, which, under 
the shelter of the woods, approached nearly to 
darkness, from eleven till one in the morning ; but 
before three, the envious day-light burst in upon the 
splendor of the dazzling scene, which required the 
canopy of night to give it any lustre. The lamps 
were expiring on each side ; the company began to 
disperse : each moment diminished the magic whidh 
had charmed erewhile, and the fugitive enchantment 
was passed." . ., '•! 

Peter the First was greatly attached to the de- 
lightful scenery of the palace at Peterhoff, and he 
erected a summer-house close adjoining to the gulf 
of Finland, which he called " Monplaisin," by which 
name it is still known. This neat and modest habi- 
station, for a mighty monarch, is formed of brick, 
with an iron roof: it consists of six.rooms, with an 
entrance hall. The bed-chamber is only decorated 
with a few representations of that prince in the lowly 
character in which he appeared, when he worked 
as a common carpenter at Sardam. 

Petersburg'isthe grand mart of commerce, and 
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great emporium of tra4e, ^lath k continually in^ 
creasing. 

Riga, as ^ city, ranks next in consequence to 
Petersburg: It is situated close to the mouth of 
the river Dwina. Its ex|>ort trade is immense^ 
«Mrhich chiefly consists in hemp, pitdi, tar, tal- 
low, and timber. The branches of the Dwina •are 
ffr|dely extensive, and thus tends to accelerate the 
irast commerce of diis city* The fortifications are 
very strong, so as to enable it to resist th^ hostile 
«ttadpsi of an enemy. It maintained a siege in two 
instanced ; the former in 1605, by Charles the Nintli^ 
long of Sweden, the latter four years after by ^e 
9aine monarch. But the military prowess of the 
celebrated Gustavuis Adol^us overcame aSl oppo- 
ailUon, and it surrendered to him in 1620. The 
fortifications conlsist of a castle, a laige larencfa on 
the land side, and a massy bulwark. There is also 
at the mouth of the river a very strong fortress, by 
whidi no diips can sail without the knowledge and 
pleasure of the commander of it. 

The destruction of the onde fiunous capital of 
Russia* the city of Moscow, (an ample account of 
which will appear in that department of our work 
^hich will contain the historical annals of the Rus* 
s}^ empire) in consaqpience of the invasion of Na- 
poleon Bonaparte, renders every information as to 
its former state peculiarly interesting. The city of 
Moscow, which is now rising like a Phoenix from its 
ashes, in renovated splendor and glory, is seated in a 
beautifql and spacious plain. The walk were 20 miles 
in circumference. It was estimated to contain within 
ks walls two hundred and fifty thousand persons. 
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aod mthout the. ramparts fifty thousand. Its build- 
ings were rather irregqlar. Several writers, but 
especially Mr. Coxe, describe it to^have hs^d a Dad^t 
delightful appeaf*ai|ce, to consequence of the nupoe* 
reus gardeps, pleaspre grounds, aqd lawu^ with 
which it abounded. The churches were uocooi? 
monly beautiful, ^.n^puriting to more than a tbousautli 
Some of them had elegant spires, ornamented widi 
gold or silver, anjj the geuerality of them were briilt 
IP the Gothic style of arehitectwre ; the interior dts* 
played a profusioii of splendid articles, acnongst 
the pictures of Saints, adoroed with jewels ef ex- 
quisite brilliancy.' The great cathedral bad nin^ 
towers, ivhich were each of them rctofed with 
copper, richly gilt, ind coiltained a chaudtKeri 
which has been i^tated to have weighed tH(o thoi^ 
sand eight hundred pounds, with forty^ei^ lights.^ 
The imperial palace, denominated the> Kremlin^ 
was esteemed one of the finest buildings In the 
world ; nothing could surpass its princely magnifi# 
cenqe. It contained Avithin its wall^ a vast range of 
different structures ; churches, contents, cathedrals^ 
colleges, &c. Some idea may thus be etitertained 
of its great extent. An image of the Virgin Mary^ 
for its costly decorations, has been compared by 
some writers to the famous house dedicated to the 
mother of Christ, known throughout Europe as the 
house of our Lady of Loretto. 

An institution, of which there is a similar one at St 
Petersburg, for the rieception of illegitimate children, 
formed one of the noble buildings of that antient 
metropolitan city. Catharine the Second was the 
founder of this philanthropic institution. It was in 
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a quadrangular style of building. The regulationis^ 
of this charity are equally excellent with tliat esta* 
blishment in the vicinity of London founded by 
Captain Corum. Peter the Great erected three col- 
leges in this city for the encouragement of the sci- 
ences and polite literature, astronomy, ethics, natural 
philosophy, mathematics, navigation, and rhetoric, 
wore the subjects ordered to be taught in these es- 
tablishments. A dispensaiy for the gratuitous dis- 
tribution of medicines to the poor, was also formed 
under the especial direction of that great prince.— 
To accelerate a communication between the late 
capital and the present, Peter ordered a canal to be 
cut, which commences at the latter. A boat forty 
worsts from Moscow is a small town named Theytza, 
--in which is a spacious and superb convent, and a 
handsome church. The monastery is under the 
direction of an abbot, whose opulence is said to be 
imbounded. There is also a royal palace in this 
town. 

The city of Novorogod Velika is well populated ; 
it is the see of an archbishop. The cathedral is 
dedicated to Saint Sophia. The castle is a place 
of considerable note^ tod is strongly fortified. A 
detestable act of tyranny and cruelty was perpetrated 
within its walls in 1569 ; Iwan Basilowick, duke of 
Novorogod, caused a great multitude, not only ot 
private citizens, but of the clergy also, who were 
thrown from it into the river. 

I Twere is the chief city of the duchy of that 
name, which is also the name of the river near 
which it is situate. It is an episcopal see. 

These are the principal cities in European Russia. 
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There are few towns, excepting tbat of Theytza, 
near Moscow, (which we have noticed) that require 
any particular description. 
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CHAP IV. 
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Climate—Soil—Produce, of Asiatic Russia. 

This immense portion of the habitable globe ex- 
tends almost the whole length of Asia. It is 
bounded on the east by the^ seas of Kamtschatka, 
on the west by the corresponding frontiers between 
Asia and Europe, on the north by the Arctic Ocean, 
and on the south by part of the mountaini^ of Cau- 
casus and the river Cuban. 

Asiatic Russia extends from ''the thirtyHseyenth 
degree of longitude east of London, to one hundred 
and seventy degrees of western longitude. Almost 
the whole of this country lies north of fifty degreed 
of latitude. Although Asiatic Russia is of such 
enormous extent, its population is thought not to 
exceed three millions. The climate greatly diveip« 

H 



50 RUSSIA IN ASIA. 

sified. Towards the north, the severity of the colct 
is extreme: during the months of December, Ja- 
nuary, and part of February, the thermometer i». 
often from forty to fifty degrees beyond the freezing 
point. This inclement weather produces sinf^ular 
effects on the inhabitants : from the beards of the 
peasants may be seen large portions of ice sus- 
pended, while icicles are hanging from their eyelidsw 
" All the parts of the face which are exposed, are 
very liable to be frozen ; Jhough it has often been 
observed, that the person himself does not know 
when the freezing begins, but is commonly told of 
it first by those who meet him, and who call out to 
him to rub his face with snow, which is the best 
method of bripfii;ing it back to its usual state. In 
some severe winters, sparrows, though a hardy 
species of bii;ds, are unable to use their wings ; and 
drivers of carriages are not unfrequently firozen to 
death. The thermometer has frequently stood at 
fifty-seven or sixty, degrees below the freezing 
point; and then boiling water, thrown up. by an 
hydrostatic engine^ in its fall has been formed into, 
ice. - 

The produce of thi^ extensive department of the 
Russian empire is of the most prolific nature. — 
Rhubarb, flax, hemp, rice, and saffron, are . to be, 
found in rich abundance. 

" The most considerable articles in the economy 
of an Asiatic Russian farm are wax and honey, by: 
which the peasant is often enriched. His method 
is to cut down a great number of trees in the forest, 
and sawing the trunks iqto several parts, bores each 
of these, ,and stops up the hollow at both eads. 
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leaving only a small hole for the admittance of the 
hees. The honey is thus secured from the attempts, 
of the bear^ who is extravagantly fond of it, and 
practises various arts to make himself master^ of the 
luscious treasure. Of this honey the inhabitants of 
these northern parts make strong drink, called 
Metheglin.* They also extract from rye a spirit 
which they prefer to brandy. Several parts of this 
country produce mines of silver, lead, and iron, 
which bring a revenue to the emperor. 

Among th^ vegetable productions in the neigh- 
bourhood of Astracan is the zoophyton, or animal 
plant, commonly called by the natives, the lambskin^ 
from a certain resemblance to the skin of that ani- 
mal. In many parts of Siberia the soil is unfavour- 
able to agriculture ; but in other parts, especially in 
the southern and westeni districts^ the land is very 
fertile ; in the former European grain prospers, and 
will flourish abundantly. The flax grows wild, and 
and hemp is prepared from the nettle." ^ 

> At Astracan there are some manufactures of emi- 
nence, particularly of leather. Shagreen is prepared 
from the hides of horses or asses, but there is only 
one particular part of the back which can be applied 
for that purpose. 

t The chief commerce of Russia in Asia consists in 
sables, and other valuable furs, which are eageriy 
bought up by the Chinese, and in return, nankeen, 
9ilk, and tea, are given in exchange. 

* This was also an antieilt British drink. 
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CHAP. V. 



mstory of KAMTSCHATKA, and the neighs 
bouring Country — Rtissian expedition to Kams^ 
hatka — Manners and Customs of t/ie Natives, 6fc^ 



Kamtschatka is a country of which little was 
known until towards the close of the last century. 
In 1733, an expedition was proposed by the reign- 
ing sovereign to reconnoitre the coasts of the Frozen 
Sea, and those of the Eastern Ocean, iq the vicinity 
of Kamjtschatka, to draw charts and m^ps, and to 
furnish a description of Siberia, but especially of the 
former country. The object was designated for the 
discovery of the local situation of Kamtschatka ; 
the qualities of its soil, and its productions ; the 
manners of its inhabitants ; and every circumstance 
of an interesting nature relative to that country. 
For this purpose the Academy of Sciences com- 
missioned three of its professors to go on this 
mission. Mr. Krackeninnikow,* isi young Russiaqi 
gentleman of good family apd promising talents, was 
attached to this party of discovery ; and to his la- 
borious researches we stand indebted for the most 
accurate and interesting information of a country so 
well calculated to excite the curiosity of every Eu- 

• M. Krackeninnikow was born at Moscow, 1713. He died 
1765. 
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rapean. The particular sphere of action delegated 
to him was, as auxiliary assistant- to the professor of 
natui^al history with respect to plants, animals, and 
minerals ; but he especially directed his attention to 
the subject of geographical researches. Kracken- 
innikow had a scientific associate, named George 
William Steller. 

The inhabitants of Kamtschatka are as savage as 
the appearance of their country is itself. Some, like 
the Laplanders, have no fixed habitations ; but they 
wander firom one habitation to another, conducting 
along with them their flocks of rein-deer. Others 
have their residence on the borders of those rivers 
which -fall into the Eastern Ocean, and that of Peu- 
gina, or those islands in the vicinity of Cape Lo- 
patka. They fe^d upon marine animals, fishes, and 
those herbs which grow on the banks of the rivers. 
Some of the inhabitants dwell in little cabins, made 
of the skins of rein-deer; others live in subterraneous 
caverns. 

The natives of this country are divided into three 
nations, the Kamtschatdales, the Koriacs, and the 
KouRiLES. There have been various conjectures as to 
the origin of the Kauitschatdalename ; some writers 
have supposed that the word Kamtschatdal is de- 
rived from the Koriac word Kontchala. Though 
we have np certain knowledge of the origin of' the 
word Koriac, yet Mr. Steller very ingeniously conjec- 
tures that it is derived firom kora^ which signifies a 
rein-deer. When the Cossacks first visited this 
country, they ofiten heard this word mentioned; 
and perceiving that all thdr wealth and happi- 
ness consisted in their herds of rein-deers, they 
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were denominated Koriaki, or Nation of Rein- 
deers. 

The inhabitants of Karotschatka have three lan- 
guages ; the Kamtschatdal, the Koriac, and the 
Kouril. Each language has varied dialects, accord- 
ing to the difference of the idiom. The Kamtechat- 
dales speak very slow ; their pronunciation is heavy, 
and accompanied with singular movements of the 
body. The Koriacs speak with difficulty, and with 
^ whining tone of voice, as if crying. The Koa- 
riles speak in a very distinct, free, and agreeable 
manner. 

i With respect to the origin of the people of Kamt- 
schatka, they are themselves ignorant of it, and 
have no other proofs of their antiquity than fabulous 
traditions. They pretend to owe their existence to 
their god Koutkhow, whom they revere as the 
author and creator of their race. Notwithstanding the 
manners, the appearance, the customs, the language, 
the dresR, and other circumstances, incline us to be- 
lieve that this nation emigrated from Mungalia, and 
not from the Tartars, the Kouriles* or the Japanese. 
This savage nation never paid any tribute before 
the country was conquered by Russia; they were 
independent, without a sovereign, and without laws. 
The old men, or those distinguished by their valour, 
had the pre-eminence over others in every ostrog, or 
habitation. This superiority was only evidenced by 
their advice being solicited in preference to others. 
In other respects a perfect equality prevailed among 
them, no person having authority over another. — 
. The Kamtschatdales are in general below the inid- 
die stature, their eyes are' small, their km is bi»ck. 
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their cheeks prominent, flat nose, and tawny com- 
plexion. They are very disgusting in their appear^ 
ance : they never wash their hands or face, and 
never cut their nails. They eat out of the same 
vessels as their dogs, without ever cleaning them. 
Men and women, without distinction, use the same 
kind of garments, their dress only differing in their 
under clothing, which consists of trowsers and 
i/raistcoat sewed together. The summer dress con- 
sists of dressed skins without hair ; their winter cos- 
tume is formed of deer-skins, with the hair on. 
The household dress of the men is a girdle of leather, 
with a bag before, and likewise a leathern apron to 
cover them behind. The girdles are sewed with 
hair of different colours. When they go fishing in 
the suqamer they wear linen shirts, whfch they pur- 
chase of the Russians. Both sexes divide the hair 
into two queues ; the women, whose hair is long, 
part it into little tresses, which form' two queues, 
which are fastened together at the end. Those 
men who are bald, wear a kind of peruke of enor- 
mous weight. The covering of their feet and legs 
is made of skins of different sorts ; but the buskins, 
which they use in their finest dress, are made in the 
following, manner. The sole is made of a white 
seal-skin, the upper , part is of fine white leather, 
the hind quarteris^ of white dog-skin, what goes round 
the leg is of dressed leather, or dyed seal-skin ; the 
upper parts are richly embroidered. The ordinary 
clothes of an inhabitant of this country and bis 
&mily are worth not less than a hundred ru-^ 
bles, equal to twenty-two pounds ten shillings of 
English money. 
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having counted the fingers c^ both bandisi» Ibey clap 
them together, ^hicfa si^ilies ten; then they begin 
with their toes, and count to twenty ; when, being 
unable to count farther, they ciy out matcha ; or, 
" Where can I find more ?" 

Their year is composed of ten months, some long, 
others short; and in their division, they are not 
guided by the changes of th« moon, but by certain 
events. 



THE KAMTSCHATDAL CALENDAR. 



J. Tchpuffelingatch' 
rouletch 



II. Koukamlilinatch' 
rouletch . 

JII. Balatoul 

iV. Kidich-rounnitch 

V. Kakian 

VI. Kouiche 

VII. Ajula 

VIII. Kaiko 
IX^ Kijou 
X. Kikteron 



That is the purification month. 
Because in the course of it 
there is a feast for the purifi- 
cation of sins. 

The mouth which breaks the 
hatchets^ because of the hard* 
ness of the ice. 

The commencement of hot 
weather. 

When the days begin to increase. 

The mouth of preparation. 

The montli of red fishes. 

The month of little white fishes. 

The month of Kaik fish. 

The month of great whit^ fishes. 

llie month of the fall of the leaf. 



The year is divided into fomr seasons :.otto-a/, or 
spring j; adamal^ or summer ; khitkheil, autamn ; 
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koedelieUf winter. But they have no knowledge of 
the beginning or end of these seasons. The Kamt- 
fichatkadals do not distinguish days by any particular 
names ; considerable events serve as epochs in the 
^ division of tiaie ; such as the arrival of the Russians^ 
the first expedition to Kamtschatka, &c. They are 
absolutely ignorant of writings and have no hiero- 
glyphics to preserve the memory of events : thus all 
their knowledge is derived irom tradition. As they 
have no astronomical science, whenever an eclipse 
happens they are filled with terror ; they light firea 
in their huts, and pray to the planet eclipsed ta 
restore its light. They know but three constellations, 
Orion, Pleiades, and the Great Bear. They attri-* 
bote thunder and lightning to evil genii, or to mea 
^ho they suppose reside in volcanos. 

In the exercise of their laws they have no public 
judges for to decide and determines in disputes. 
Each man is judge in his own cause upon the law 
f)f retaliation^ If one man kills another he is put to 
death himself by the parents of the deceased, "Petty 
thefts are punished by burning the hand of the cul- 
prits For the iiflst offisnee of that nature, the thief is 
beaten by the person whom he has robbed ; after 
which he is made to sufifer solitary confinement- 
There are no disputes in this country relative to 
landed property, as every inhabitant enjoys the 
possession of as much land as he wishes for : there 
is abundance of herbs and animals proper for sub* 
sisteuce. 

The Kamtschatdate compute distances not by 
wersts, or mUes^ but they mes^ure the distance of 
one place firom another by the number of nights they 
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are obliged to pass in their route. A . peculiar 
characteristic of these people is the love of imitation. 
They will mimic with singular adroitness the voice, 
the gait, the gestures of other persons, as well as 
the different cries of animals, and the notes of birds. 
However disgusting may be the manner of living of 
the inhabitants of this country, however great may 
be their ignorance, they are notwithstanding per- 
suaded that their existence is more pleasant and 
agreeable than that of any other persons. It is this 
principle of self-satisfaction that makes them view 
with astonishment and contempt the manned, of 
Kving among the Cossacks and Russians. . But. they 
are gradually emerging from a state of barbarism; 
the Christian religion, which was introduced by the 
Russians, has had a powerful effect in softening and 
refining their mamiers^ The empress Elizabeth 
established in every dwelling-house a taiony or chief, 
whose business it was to decide in all causes, ex- 
cepting those of life or death. Some of these chiefs 
have erected houses in the Rugjsian style of building, 
as also chapels for divine worship. JSchools have 
also been established for the education of the Kamt^ 
schatkadal youth. » 

The habitations of the natives of this far. distant 
country are denominated ostrogSy ,a name given to 
them by the Russians. They are of a simple con* 
struction. The huts of the northern inhabitants of 
this country contain two idols, called Khantai and 
Ajouchak : the former is represented like a syren, 
with a human form from the head to the breast, the 
rest of the body resembling the tail pf a fish. They, 
every year in the month of purification, maj^e a 
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similar figure, which they place by tiie other ; and 
in counting the nunaber of idols, they are enabled to 
ascertain how many years their, huts have been 
built. The second idol is made with a man's head. 
It presides over the utensils of the house, and is 
regarded as a tutelary deity to drive away evil 
spirits. They every day place food before it to eat, 
and anoint its head and face. The balagans are 
dwellings which are resorted to in the summer. 
These buildings are very convenient for the preser- 
vation of their fish : they are made lofty to preserve 
their food from the ravages of wild beasts, and are 
ascended by means of ladders, notwithstanding such 
a precaution, the bears sometimes find means of 
entering these summer-houses, and make great de- 
predations. All the inhabitants of the ostrogs regard 
the banks of the river on which they are built as 
the hereditary domain of their family. , They never 
quit that spot to go to the banks of any other 
river. 

M. Steller was informed by the Kamtschatdals, 
that one of their gods, whom they name JKxm/, and 
whom they regard as their common father, resided 
two years on the banks of every river in their coun- 
try : that after having had children, he left them in 
the place of their birth ; and fi*om those children 
are descended all the families on the borders of each 
river. 

Iron is held in high estimation, of which metal 
these people make knives, hatchets, arrows, and 
other articles. Of the native ingenuity of this people 
in some instances, though so ignorant in others, M. 
Krackeninntkow gives the following instance. ** Of. 
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all ibe works that I have seen of this people, nothiog 
more excited my astonishment than a chain made 
out of a single tooth of a sea-horse* which was about 
a foot in length : the first links were larger than the 
subsequent ones. The Cossacks found it in a hut 
which had been deserted by its inhabitants. It is 
surprising that men in a savage state should with a 
simple instrument of stone make such a chain* which 
would even pass among us as a curious piece of 
workmanship." 

The canoes of Kamtschatka are made cm two 
different eonstructions ; the first are similar to our 
fisherman's boats, the latter have the firont and 
the back of equal height : they are very inconvenient, 
and in a small gale of wind they would be filled 
with water in an instant. All the canoes are made 
with poplar wood ; they are made use of for fishing, 
and for the conTeyance of provisions. Two men 
are seated in each canoe, one at the top, the other at 
the back of it ; they row the vessel with oars on the 
rivers, but they have great difficulty when there is a 
rapid current to work the vessel ; and sometimes 
they are forced to rest upon their oars for half a 
quarter of an hour. The natives of Kamtschatka 
are employed during the summer in fishing, diying 
the fish, conveying it to their own habitations, and 
preparing it both for themselves* and thek dogs. — 
The women sometimes accompany their husbands 
in fishing ; they employ the rest of their time in 
collecting different herbs, vegetables and roots, or 
firuits, which are calculated either for nourishment 
or for the cure of diseases. In autumn, the men are 
. engaged both in fishing and in killing swans, &c. 



They abo prepare wood for laaking tbcir sletlgjes. 
The womea attend to honsehoid busioessy andl ta 
collecting tiie roots of a plasit whidi is catted mmmk 
In winter the men go hunting bears and ibxe» ; Urn 
method of hunting the former aoinMd is siBgidarly 
curious. '' There are vaiioue modes of attacking it; 
sometiittes they lay snares for it, underaheary trap» 
supported in. the air by aseaffolding suffitaently high : 
tfaeyplacesome kind of baitto aistractthebear, andivUch 
he no sooner smells and perceives, than he ei^eiiy 
advaaoes to devour, and is instantly crushed by the 
Mliog of the trap." Another mode very tnndi adopts 
ed in this oounti^^ requiring strength, gseat eottraflpe; 
and gneat agility^ in those who make use of it * - 
'' A Kanriscfaatdale goes out either alone or in 
company to find a bear. He has no other anns than 
bis gnh, a kind of caibine^ whose butt end is. very 
small, a lance, or spear, aod his knife ; his stock of 
provisions consist of a bundle of fish. Thus equip* 
ped, he penetrates into the thickest part of the 
ivoods, and wherev^^ theanifBal is likely to have his 
haunts. It is commonly in briars, or arnoc^ rushes 
on the borders of rivers and lakes, that the huntet 
posts himself, and waits for the apprtmch <^ his ad«^ 
versary with patience and inte^idity. If it is neces- 
sary, he will remain thns in ambuscade for a whole 
week t(^ther, till the be^ makes his appearance. 
The moment it comes within his reach, he fixes in 
the ground a forked stick belonging to his gun, by 
means of which he takes a truer aim, and shoots 
with more certainty. It is seldom that, with the 
smallest ball, be does not strike the bear, either in 
the head or ni^r the shoulder, .which is the tend^est 
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part : but he is obliged to charge again instantly, be- 
cause the bear, if the first shot has not disabled him^* 
runs at the hunter, who has not always time for a 
second shot. In that case he has recourse to his 
lance, with which he quickly arms himself to con- 
tend with the beast who attacks him in his turn. His 
life is in the most imminent danger if he does not 
give the bear a mortal thrust ; and in such combats 
it may be supposed that the man is nbt always the 
conqueror. But this does not prevent the inhabitp- 
ants of the country from daily exposing their Uves ; 
the frequent examples of the death of their country-^ 
men has no effect upon them ; indeed they never go 
out without considering before-hand that it is to 
conquer or to die ; and this severe alternative neither 
stops or terrifies them." 

i M. de Lesseps assures us, that he was informed 
when a bear triumphs over the aggressor, he tears 
his skin from his skull, draws it [over his face, and 
then leaves him ; a mode of revenge which indicates, 
according to the ideas of the Kamtschatdales, that 
this animal cannot endure the human visage; and 
this opinion serves to inspire them with greater he- 
roism in the combat 

» In the winter the women are employed in making 
nets : this is a tedious occupation ; and they are 
with difiiculty able to frimish their husbands with 
nets suflScient for the summer season. In the spring, 
when the rivers become navigable, the males are 
occupied in fishing on the sea coast, particularly for 
a fish called vachnia, which is found in great quanti- 
ties in gulfs and bays. Others are employed in 
catching castors and other marine animals, which 
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are to be found about cape Lopatka. The females 
cull herbs and plants, which they are so fond of, as, 
during the spring season, they generally are eating* 
They also prepare the skins of dogs, &c. of which 
they make habits and slippers. This occupation is 
so exclusively female, that if a man should attempt 
to interfere, he would be ridiculed and held up to 
scorn. There are women also who act as physi* 
cians, and who also perform the ceremonies of re- 
ligion. In preparing the skins for clothing, they 
sew them together with bone needles, and instead 
of thread, they make use of the fibres of rein-deer^ 
which are made so fine, as completely to answer (lie 
purpose. Besides the skins of reindeer and dogs, 
which are used for the purposes of clothing, they 
also make use of the skin of the sea-calf, and even of 
birds. They are all painted with varied and diver- 
sified colours. On their heads the inhabitants of 
this country wear a kind of bonn^^ made of the 
feathers of birds and the skins of beasts, like to the 
antient bonnets of the Russian women. The Kamt- 
schatdal females wear a whimsical sort of peruke, 
which they regard as one of their greatest ornaments 
of dress : so attached indeed are they to these wigs, 
that, according to M. Steller, many refused to em- 
brace Christianity, because that, to be baptised, it was 
requisite they should take them off. Those who had 
their own hair frizzled into the form of these perukes, 
were obliged to have their hair cut off if they ap* 
peared at the baptismal font. Young women dress 
tiieir hair in little queues, and 1}iey make use of the 
oil of the sea»calf to give it a glossy appearance. A ' 
great change has, however, been effected of late 
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years, and the wives and daughters of the Kamt- 
schatdals greatly imitate the dress of tHe Russian^ 
ladies. They also embellish their persons by mak- 
ing use of rouge and white paint, the former of which 
is extracted from a marine plant pulverised, which, 
after a certain process, forms a fine vermilion hue. 
It is chiefly in the winter, for the purpose of receiving 
visitors, that the gaudiness of female dress is dis- 
played. If perchance they see a stranger, they 
immediately run away to wash themselves, and 
put on their cheeks a due quantity of jouge, 
or else white paint, according to their com- 
plexions. 

Among the natives of this country, the chief article 
of nourishment is fish, which serves in the place of 
bread. Their principal aliment is a fish something like 
a salmon : they divide this fish into six parts, which 
aire hung up in the air to become dry. The back 
and belly are prepared in a different manner, aud are 
dried in smoke. A ithough the manner of cooking 
fish is highly agreeable to their palates, the odour is 
extremely disagreeable to the olfactory nerves of a 
stranger. The dish called caviar is composed of 
the spawn of fish. They never go out without 
taking with them some dried caviar. Before the 
conquest of Kamstchatka by the Russians, the inha- 
bitants Mere unacquainted with any drink but 
water, into which sometimes mushrooms were in- 
fused ; but the Russians introduced " eau de vie," 
to which they are so greatly attached, that some 
will dispose of every thing to procure it. It is cus- 
«tdinary to drink a great deal of water after dinner, 
and upon retiring to rest, they always place a large 
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jug fill! of water close by the side of them to drink 
during the night. 

The dogs bf Kamtschatka are not different from 
the European dogs. They are about the middle 
size, and of different colours, but most commonly 
white, black, and grey. They are especially used 
for the sledge, and four are placed in each,* two 
fastened to tiie sledge, and two going before. The 
harness of the sledge is made of leather : it passes 
under the neck, and is joined to the sledge by a 
strap three feet long, in the manner of a trace. The 
dogs are fastened together by couples passed through 
their collars, which are frequently covered with 
bear-skin by way of ornament. The form of the 
sledge is like that of an oblong basket, the two ex- 
tremities of which are elevated in a curve. Its 
length is about three feet, and its breadth scarcely 
exceeds one. The body of the sledge is of very thin 
wood ; the sides are of open work, and ornamented 
with straps of different colours. The seat of the 
driver is covered with bear-skin, and raised about 
three feet from the ground, upon four legs, which 
are fastened to two parallel planks, three or four 
inches broad. The driver has in his hand a curved 
stick, vdiich serves him both as a rudder and a 
whip. Iron rings are suspended at one end of the 
stick, as well for ornament as for the sake of enr 
couraging the dogs by the noise which they make ; 
the 6ther end is sometimes pointed with iron, to 
make an easier impression upon the ice» 

The most favourable and appropriate period for 
travelling is in the months of March and April, 
when the. weather is less severe, ^ut there is a 
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great inconvenience notwithstanding ; for the Kami- 
schatdals are with the greatest difficulty excited to 
render accommodationt either by kindling a fire, or 
giving refreshment. Wrapped up in their fur pe- 
lisses^ they cannot be convinced that others feel what 
they do not : they lay themselves down to sleep 
with that composure, which evidences the cold does 
not materially affect them, though it does the tra^■ 
veller. " I have seen," says M. Krackenimiikow^ 
." mauy of the natives who have passed thd night, 
lying with their backs naked before the fire, who, 
after a profound sleep, and the fire extinguished^ 
have been covered with icicles." 

Although the Kamtschatdals, before they were 
conquered by the Russians, w^e not ambitious of 
augmenting their power, nor of extending their terri«- 
tones, yet they make war upon each other. They 
inake hostile depredations chiefly for tbe purpose of 
carrying off women. They employ men who are 
taken prisonei-s in hard work : but the women they 
either make wives or concubines. They are verj*^ 
little concerned whether the motives on which they 
enter upon war are just or not. Sometimes these 
wars are occasioned by the quarrels of childreus, 
and frequently in consequence of disputes arising 
from a due want of respect when visiting each other; 
when umbrage is taken on this account, the revenge 
in dreadful. The ostrog or habitation of the offend* 
ing person is sure to be destroyed. They are more 
artful than valourous. In fact, they are so cowardly^, 
that they never dare openly attack the enemy until 
they are forced by imperious necessity. It is an 
extraordinary circamstance that suicide is very fre- 
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:aquently practised among the Kamtschatdals ; but it 
may perhaps be iriewed as consistent with that pu- 
flillanimity which characterises this nation. It is in 
the dead of the night when the natives of this coun- 
try make an attack upon their enemies ; thus falling 
upon them unawares, a handfiil of men csn massacre 
a vast number without incurring sny risk, and with- 
out experiencing any resistance* Although in some 
cases they spare the lives of their prisoners, and 
condemn them to hard labour, yet those who have 
been dbtinguished by their valour they treat with 
the utmost inhunianity. They bum them alive, cut 
them to pieces, hang them up by their feet, and 
then torture tben until they are dead. Many Cos- 
sacks suffered in this manner, when a rebellion 
broke out in Kamtschatka. The civil wars that 
prevailed at that time tended greatly to assist the 
Cossacks in quelling the revolt* In the skirmishes 
which took place, the insurgents made use of the^r 
mode of stratagem ; and more of the Cossacks fell 
by artifice than by any other means. When they 
entered any habitation of. the Kamtschatdals to 
receive the tribute due to the Russian government, 
it was very rare that any resistance was made, but 
they were received as friends, and with the utmost 
politeness, and they were loaded with presents. But 
in the night tlie unsuspecting Cossacks were mur- 
dered. Seventy of those Russian soldiers were 
massacred in this manner. In consequence of this 
dissimulation so fatal to the Cossacks, the latter 
were placed upon their guard ; and they never were 
so certain that danger was at hand, as when the 
Kamtschatdals were peculiarly civil and obliging.— f 
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This was a certain signal of perfidy. Another token 
of alarm was when any of the women left the 
dwelling in the middle of the night ; this was a sure 
sign that a massacre would ensue, for the men would 
never shed the blood of any person in the presence 
of women. Prior to the reTolt of the inhabitants of 
this country, they went to, each others habitations, 
relating their dreams, that in them they had seen 
their enemies dead at their feet. When the rebellion 
broke out, the.Kamtschatdals cut the throats of all 
the Cossacks they met, as well as those of their 
fellow countrymen who^would not join them. When 
they were apprised that the Russians were marching 
against them, instead of boldly meeting them in 
the field of battle, they retired into obscure places, 
where they erected fortifications for their defence. 
There, when attacked, they made a brave resistance, 
and with their arrows making great execution among 
the enemy. In case the enemy is victorious, they 
immediately put their wives and daughters to death, 
and then either throw themselves down some steep 
precipice, or rush into the midst of the conquering 
army with arms in their hands^ to sell their lives as 
dear as possible. 

In 1740, a young woman of Kamtschatka was 
taken prisoner by the Russians, being found alone in 
her habitation, the rebels not having had time to put 
her to death. All the other females, from the youngest 
to the most aged, were killed, while the men threw 
themselves into the sea from a very high mountain. 

From the commencement of the conquest of 
Kamtschatka, there have been only two insurrections. 
The first was in 1710, the second in 1713:. both 
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were of a formidable nature. lathe first the in- 
surgents besieged Bolcberetskoi ; and, in conse- 
quence of their great numbers, they were so confidait 
of success, that they boasted they could crush the 
Cqssacks with their bonnets only, the latter consi^ 
ing only of seventy men ; thirty-five of this small 
body, however, making a sortie, put the rebels to 
flight. In endeavouring to get on board their canoes, 
a great number were drowned. So many Kamt-. 
schatdal&were killed in thia a^air,. that the river was 
covered with dead bodies. When the Russians 
mai-ghed to Awatcha, the natives were equally confi- 
dent of succ^^, but they were all either killed or taken 
prisoners. ^ Qne hundred and twenty Cossacks were 
engaged with on^ hiHidred apd fifty of the rebels. 

The military weapons of the natives of this coun- 
try are bows, arrows, lanCes, and pikes. The bow 
is made of laqx wood, and the string, or cord, is 
made of the nerves of the whale. The arrows are 
pointed with bone, or stones. Though the arrows 
are ill made, yet they are very injurious, being dip- 
ped in poison ; the person who is wounded seldom 
survives more than four and twenty hours, for there 
is no remedy or antidote for the poison. Their lances 
ar^ furnished with bone : the pikes are armed at four 
points: they have also coats of mail, or cuirasses. 

When marching, this people go singly, and put 
one foot precisely before the other. M. Steller, who 
made profound researches respecting the nature of 
Kamtschatka, respecting the cause of the frequent 
wars which rage among them, thus remarks : 

" Although there is ik> head or chieftain in Kamt- 
schatka, and every one lives in independence, yet 
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there are two passions, revenge and cupidity, whieh 
disturb the public repose and tranquillity; these 
passions destroy and enfeeble them, Womra, am- 
bition of goyeming their neighbour, arm them against 
each other. To oppose the common enemy, they 
submit to the direction of the oldest, the most cou- 
rageous, and the most prudent ; in case of a victory 
being gained, they evidence the most zealous attach-* 
ment to these temporary chiefs, because, through 
them, they have attained the desired end, namely, 
baving their power augmented, their revenge grati- 
fied, and their property increased by an equal dis- 
tribution of the spoils taken from the enemy. We 
find amongst this people evidences that they have 
some ambitious ideas, and aspire to the dominion 
over neighbouring nations. The Koriacs were the 
first who abandoned the banks of the Tigil, and 
entering Kamtschatka, and penetrating to the east, 
as far as the great river Bolchaia Reka. The Chan- 
tales followed their example, conducted by a chief 
brave, able, and prudent, named Chandal. As this 
man had formed the design of extending his power, 
he laboured to acquire that by moderation of con- 
duct which he could not attain by force of arms, 
namely, to render all Kamtschatka tributary to him. 
He formed two settlements, one near the source of. 
the river of Kamtschatka, which he held until the 
arrival of the Russians, and another at Kronaki, the 
extent of which reached to cape Lopatka. The 
people, who inhabited from the river of Goligina to 
that of Kompanovaia, were detached from the inha- 
bitants of cape Kourile. Though the latter people 
were less numerous, yet they surpassed the others in 
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force, valour, and intelligence. They were very 
successful in their war expeditions, and ciarried off a 
great number of women and children. 

" Some mountains in the environs of the nver 
Apala yet bear the name of the combats which 
took place. The inhabitants of cape Lopatka, com- 
monly denominated ** Kburiles,** are viewed as in- 
vincible." :< 

M. Krackeninnikow opposes the opinion of M. 
Steller, as to the ambition of . the natives, of Kamt* 
schatka. " When we reflect," says he, '* that there 
is no nation, however savage, but aspires to do- 
minion, or, at least, wishes to gain an ascendancy 
over others, a disposition even to be found among 
the beasts; but to possess national ambition, must 
require more judgment and intelligence than the 
Kamtschatdals possess. If they make war one 
upon another, if they take each other prisoners, if they 
make depredations on their utensils and provisions, 
we must not conclude that they have conceived any 
vast plan of ambition. A man such as Chandal is 
represented, we sl^ould have thought, would have 
formed the grand design of keeping the neighbouring 
nations in a state of vassalage ; but there i& no such 
trait throughout his character : the name even of 
Chandal appears very doubtful to me ; and I do not 
believe, there was ever such a man as Chandal exist- 
ed in Kamtschatka.'* 
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CHAP. VI. 



jRfligion of tb^ iwUve$^ of Kamtschfttha — Magicians 
— FeastS'-^Ceremaniesy Sfc. 



The inl^abitaDtar of this comitry regard Koutkow 
as the god from ^botxi thiey derive their origin and 
existence. They have no idea ynY^ created the 
heavenly bodies ; they only assert, that they existed 
before the earth. They believe that Koutkqw 
created the earth out of his son Simskalin, who wai^ 
bom of his wife JlkkbouiD, in walking with her on the 
sea. They akp believe^ that Koutkow, and bis; 
sister Khoutligitch, brought the earth from heaven,, 
where he had reside^}. They suppose that there is 
a god vvho resides in the sea, and also that there is 
a divinity of hell. M\ tjiese deities are viewed as 
brpthers of I^outkow. This primary object; of 
worship i^ said, aft^r havm^ created the earth, to 
have quitted heaven, and establis^ied his rei^dence 
at Kamtschatka, where he had another son, called 
Figil, ^nd a daughter named Sidouka. They mar- 
ried ; and KoutJcow, his wife, and children, made 
themselves clothing of the leaves of tree^, and eat the 
bark of the poplar ; for at that time no animals had 
been created, and these gods did not know how to 
catch jQsh. One day, all of a sudden, Koutkow 
left his son and his daughter, and disappeared from 
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Kamtschatka. Tigil Koutkow had & son named 
Amleia, and a daughter called Sidoukamchitch. 
This brother and sister also married. This id the 
only genealogy they possess of these deities. Tigil, 
finding his family increase, endeaTo»nred to procure 
means for their subsistence, and he invented the art 
of making fish|ng-nets, his (kther hating already 
taught him the art of making canoes; h6 alsd 
taught his children how to make habits of skins. 
He created terrestrial animals, and established a 
tutelary guardian over them. Tigil is repres^ntefd as 
v«ry small in stature, dothed in fur habitd^ and 
drawn by birds. 

M. Steller represents the Kamtschatdal^ as iddl^ 
at^rsf. They have many subordinate deitieiS, v^b6, 
according to their traditions, have appeared among 
them, but they have no idea of the power and 
wisdom of the Supreme Being. WitK respect to 
dieir god Koutkow, they render him no sOrt ot 
homage ; never demand of him any favour, nor speak 
of him but in derision. They relate of him the most 
indeceiit anecdotes, and reproach him for having 
created too great a number of mountains, preci- 
pices, rocks, sand banks, and rapid rivers, which 
they affirm are the causes^ of M many storms' *and 
tempests with which they are incommoded. Hence, 
whenever they ascend or descend a mountain, fhey 
utter the most dreadful curses and imprecations, 
iirhich-they also do in circuinirtances of danger atnd 
difficulty. 

They have one deity, commonly called Doustek- 
thitch ; and they have a similar respect for him, as 
the Atfaenitiis bad for '* The Unknown God."— 
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With respect fo the recompences of another Iffe, 
they believe, that those who have been poor in tliis 
vrorld, will be rich in the other ; and, on the other 
hand, that those who have been rich here, will be 
poor there ; and they admit not of future punish- 
ments ; for, say they, those who do evil, God pu- 
nishes in this life. 

The Kamtschatdals have very singular notions as 
to virtue and vice. They regard every thing as 
lawful vihicb tends to gratify their appetites and 
passions. Thus murder, adultery, and even the 
crime against nature, are not viewed sis sins, but 
the most ridiculous puerilities form their calendar of 
crimes. 

Besides those deities which we have enumerated 
as the objects of veneration among the natives of 
Kamtschatka, they pay homage to diflferent animals 
of whom they are afraid. To (he whale they ad- 
dress the most flattering harangues, to render that 
monster of the deep propitious^ that he may not 
overturn their canoes. They caH neither bears nor 
wolves by their proper names, but by that of 
sipang^ .which signifies misery or v<^oe. M. Krack- 
eninnikow, from whom we ststnd indebted for this 
luminous and interesting account of the religion of 
the Kamtschatdals, observes : '* Such was the state 
of this nation during my fifrst residence at Kamt- 
schatka ; but now nearly all the natives have era- 
braced the Christian feiith, through the vigilance of the 
empress Elizabeth, and hef material solicitude for 
the welfare of her subjects. In lT4\j the synodf 
sent missionaries to this country, and every thing re- 
quisite for the establishment of a church, and for 
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converting to Chmtianity bo barbarous a nation ; 
and great numbers were baptked. Schools were 
formed, and the work of education prospered ; and 
I hare little doubt but the Christian religion will 
make great progress in this country." {KrackenF^ 
innikow's Hutoive du Kamlschaikm^ tome i. p. 94* 
108 edit. Amsterdam^ 1770.) 

The Kamtschatdals have no iparticnhur chamans, 
or magicians; but the women* especially those 
which are aged, are r^^rded as magiciansr: they 
are su|)posed to know how to interpret dreams* In 
performiiig their deeds of magiry they do not strike 
a tambourij;!^ nor are they clothed in a particular 
dress di^^tined for the purpose, as among thar 
peig^boiAra ^e Kariacs, aa4 ^JX tiie idolatrous na* 
tions of Siberia. They pronoqiiee, in a low voice, 
80ln^ mystical words o«er some mild herb, or the 
s$H*una* It is in this way tb^ pretend to cure dis« 
ea^fs^ tutA aiMde nusfortanes, and predict what 
futlU^ eventa are to. take plaice. Their principal 
method of diviuiog; i^ as folkKws. Two women are 
se^^ted in si corper, aiMl viei&sisaintly keep muttering 
in a l^w twe of voice ; on# has> bet foot fastened 
viith a pi§ce of red cotton^. If she appears to raise 
her foot with case> it is a fiivourable omen, and a 
' sign that what is to be vadertaken will prove suc- 
cessful ; Qn lAie coutrai^, if she moves her foot 
heavily,, it aug4i*s ill. They also invoke the de- 
mons by calling out gaucAef gauche! and gnash- 
ing their teeth. When they pretend to have a vision, 
thicy cry out khai^ Hhaii^ kkm. in about half aii 
hour the demons disappear,, and the magician cries 
out inAkif that is, "They are gone." The other 
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female comments upoti the mysterious words, and 
desires the credulous person attentively to mark the 
appearance, and non-appearance of the magical 
demons. In some instances these Kamtschatdal 
fortune-tellers implore Bilioukai, by his thunder and 
lightning, to give auxiliary aid to their prognostica- 
tions. If a misfortune occurs to any person, he 
resorts to these old women, and explains his misfor- 
tune. — They then make a divination, after examining^ 
into the cause which has produced the calamity ; 
they then prescribe the means to prevent it occurring^ 
and attribute the cause to the neglect of some su- 
perstitious practices ; and» as a sort of penal sufier- 
ing, they enforce upon the presumed offender to 
carry a little idol, or figure, into the woods, and 
place it under a tree. 

These female magicians are especially active at 
the periods of public festivals, and in the month of 
purification for sins. They then make use of the 
most extravagant gestures, and act with uncommon 
skill all the mummery of their profession. 

If a child is born during a tempest or a hurricane, 
they perform certain ceremonies. They strip them- 
selves naked during the raging of the storm, and 
holding between their hands a shell taken front 
the sea-shore, and lifting it up in the air, they address 
Bilioukai, and other evil spirits, in the following 
words : — " This shell is made for salt water, and 
not for fresh — You see 1 am naked, and trembling 
for fear." 

* The Kamtschatdals have so much faith in dreams, 
that immediately upon waking in the morning, their 
first business in to relate and recite what their dreams 



have been. They bav^ fixed and mvariable rules 
for the interpretation of thdr dreams ; as, for in- 
stance, if they dream of rennin, they are assured 
that die Cossacks will be amobg them ! In addition 
to magic and necromancy, the Kanitscfaatdals pt'o^ 
less to be believers in chit^tMnancy. The good or 
the bad fortune of any individual is at onee decided 
by iuspectiiig the lines Which he has in hi? handl 
The secrets of this art they carefully conceal. 

The iidiabitants of Kamtschatka hate one grand 
festival ; and it is at that period they make . a 
pttrificatiofD, or a washing off their sins. This ii^ 
celebrated in the month of November. M. Steltei^ 
IS of opinion, that it was instituted by their ancestor&r 
to return thanks to their god for his benefits conferred 
upon tbem» A vast number of puerile ceremonies, 
as described by M. Krackeninnikow, are performed ; 
and amidst them a prayer is ofl^red up to the god 
Koutkow in the following terms :-^^' O Kbutkow; 
we offer up unto thee our annual tribute of homager 
and praise. We beg thee to be propitious to us ;'to 
defend us and preserve us fVom troubles, misfortnneSp 
and.froia ftres." The Kamtschatdals, according to 
Mi StelUr, hav^ a festival which lasts an en^ 
tire month, and commences with the new rnOon, 
whioh has always been held in veneration among 
many natio^is, and particularly among tiie Hebrews^ 
they alone observing the command given by God* 
for its; d^servation, while, among other nations, ihertf 
are but faint traces of solemnising it. 

The c^vamou feasts among this people are cfele- 
hmtei in consequence of a marriage, or a hunting 
or 'fishing party. These featrts consist in eating ^vith 

(6, 6.) ■ M 
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avidity, dancing, and singing* One of the chief 
dishes is called opanffa^ and the guests eat of it to a 
gluttonous excess. They sometimes regaJe. them- 
selves with a species of venomous mushrooms ; they 
dip them into a fermented Uquor. The first and the 
most common symptom of the effect of the poison, is 
a violent shaking or convulsion throughout the whole 
frame; this is followed by a ragii% fever. The 
patients during this time are delirious ; and during 
the paroxysm, they make the most horrible grimaces ; 
and some, according to the temperament of the coo* 
stitution, get up and dance, while others are drown^ 
ed in tears, and make the most tetri&c bowlings ; 
but it is only those who have immoderately eaten of 
the mushrooms who are thus affected ; those, on the 
contrary, who have sparingly participated, find them- 
selves more lively, more gay, and more bold and 
intrepid. .. M. Krackeninnikow relates the following 
curious anecdotes of the effects of the mnchbmaref 
or poisonous mushroom. 

M A domestic of lieutenant-colonel Merlin, who 
was then at Kamtschatka, in consequence of eating 
of this venomous substance, was so infuriated, as 
to declare that if he strangled his master he should 
perform a meritorious action; and he would assuredly 
have carried his idea into effect, if he had not been 
prevented.. A Kamtschatdal with this malady ima- 
gined that he saw hell, and a frightful gulph of fire, 
into which he. was about . to be plunged ; and that 
an invisible power ordered him to go down on his 
knees and confess his sins. There were a number 
of his firiends in the room when he m^de his 
confession, who wero not a little amuaed at the, 
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recital of the long catalogue of his crimes. My 
interpreter," says M. K. " having drank of the liquor 
of this mushroom, became so fiirious, that he was 
about to rip*open his belly with a knife ; and it was 
with the utmost difficulty* that his arms could be 
secured to prevent the fatal deed/' ; 

Whenever a desire of revenge prompts a native of 
this country to take away the life of his neighbour, 
he immediately eats inordinately of the mushroom. 
A moderate quantity is about four, but to produce 
the delirium, it is requisite to eat at least ten. As 
the women are sober, they never eat of this dish ; all 
their diversions are limited to dancing and singing. M. 
Steller gives a succinct account of the Kamtschatdsd 
dances. One he gives the following descriptio/i of: 
Teh men and ten women, drest in their best habits, 
are ranged in a circle, and march slowly, with mea- 
sured steps, one after the other. They pronounce 
in turn some words ; when half of the dancers pro- 
nounce the last words, the other half pronounce the 
first, as if they were reading by syllables. The 
words are taken from their amusements of hunting 
or fishing/ The cries which they set up while 
dancing, are of an unpleasing nature, and they do 
not cease until they are quite exhausted. He who 
dances the longest without being' weary is held in 
high esteem ; the dances are protracted sometimes 
for twelve or fifteen hours : every one partakes 
of the general hilarity; and even old men muster 
up all their, strength, and with energy join the merry 
kdrcle. This dance is similar to that of the Ame- 
'rican Indians, as described by Baron de la Hontan. 
With regard to their sbging, it may be pronounced 
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fM not disagreeable ; but there is neither imaginatkm 
or invention in the composition of their songs, ^e find 
only simple ideas. They lengthen or abridge the 
^ords, according as the air requires. 

In their amorous songs they express the passicm 
they entertain for their mistresses, their fears, their 
bopes, 9nd other sentiments with winch they are 
affected. It is chiefly women and giris who com- 
pose these songs, they have in general a pretty aod 
agreeable voice. It i$ evident, that this natiodi is 
greatly attached to music, it is therefore astonishing, 
that they have never invented any other instrument 
than a kind of flute, which is made of the tube t>f a 
jplant named angelica, but is miserably codstmcted: 

The following is a song which was coQdposed 
ifk honour of M. Merlin, lieutenaAt-coIon^, majcu* 
iPaulutski, and M. Krackt^ninnikow^ stiuteot of the 
academy of Sl<. . Petersburg: 

«' , If 1 w^ M^ Faqlutdti,.! wocld always Wewt a fkkid wbilo 

cravqit 

'^ IfIwiwa8tadeatIwjouMdescribeaUtbefiiieyoniigIa4ioi« 
** If *t was a stadetit I woiild describe tbe fish booik* 

-^^^ I woold describe all tbe cormorants of the sea. 

•-^*'I^ would give a dfeiicriptipn of all the nests of the eagles. 

^^^ i wobh) deseribe afl tiie boiling foantains* 

•#^'' I would describe all the moantaias. 

-r^" I wcNik) describe all tbe biirds. 

^5^ I wi»ald describe all the&hesof the sea." 

Tbfi fi^llowkig is another specimea :— 
. *' 1 have bst my wife and my Ufa^OYerwh^med widi grief 
l»d sprrow, I will go iaio tha woods* and I ^ritt tear off the hatk 
o/ the trees>/aDd I wilt eat it I cast ray eyesfe^ery where egpwiid: 
0ie to fiad her who is the soliijact of mf tears and Fegret.** 

. The Kamtschatdals take great j^asure iasmcd^g 
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tobacco, and in reciting pleasant tales. They prefer 
night to day for their amusements ; and they have 
also buffoons, whose profession is to divert others : 
but their pleasantries are so obscene, as to excite dis- 
gust in strangers. 

There is great hospitality prevalent amongst this 
people. When an entertainment is to be given to 
his friends, the host pats his habitation into proper 
order for their reception, and prepares the best viands . 
for his guests, at least a quantity sufficient for ten 
persons. When the person enteiis the dwelling to 
which he has been invited, he strips himself naked, 
as does the piaster of the house also. During the. 
entertainment, the latter keeps pouring water from 
time to time on the stones, which are nearly red with 
the heat of the fire^ to reader it supportable. The 
host makes every effort to force his guests ,to eat, 
and to support the heat of the room ; while, on the 
other hand» the latter are equally anxious to eat 
every thioigf which is placed before them. If there 
should be any deviation in this respect, the master 
of the house is considered as an avaricious and selffsh 
man. He, during the repasts, never sits, or taketf 
^y refreshment. When the heat has become ex-* 
cessive, and the guest has eat until he can eat na 
more, he requests permission to go; but this he 
canD0t do until he has made some presents of dog» 
or dothing, or, in fine, any thing which the giver of 
the feast may fancy ; be, in return, gives as an eqpii- 
valent some articles of inferior value. This kind of 
reciprocal traffic ijs not viewed as any way devogs^ 
tory to hospitality, but as a sure mark of friesidshipy 
whieh is highly venerated amongst them* 
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CHAP. VI. 



Marriage — Customs-^JSducation — Diseases and Re- 
medies'-^Funeral Ceremonies^ S^e. 



When a Ramtschatdal is resolved to marry, and 
lias fixed upon the object of his wishes, he leaves 
his former habitation, and repairs to the house of his 
intended bride ; there he develops to the parents 
the attachment he has formed; and, as an evi- 
dence of the shicerity of his love, he sets himself 
to work to exemplify his vigour, activity, and indus- 
try. He serves all in the house with greater care 
and ardour than any hired servant. He then, after 
a series of services, demands to have intercourse 
with the object of his affection ; and if his services 
have been duly appreciated, his request is granted ; 
but if otherwise, he is dismissed with a suitable re- 
muneration. •; 

The marriage ceremony is of a disgusting nature, 
and truly characteristic of a barbarous nation. Prior 
to consummation, the bride is strongly fortified 
with various extra articles of dress, to resist the at- 
tack her intended husband is to make upon her. 
If he finds her alone, and not guarded by any wo- 
man, he rushes upon her vrith impetuosity, tears off 
and snatches away her habfliments, to the end that 
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hemaytoQch fai^jn mi mdelicate maimer. In this 
consists the whole of the marriage ceremony. Having 
thus gained his end, the female relatives and friends^ 
with hideoas cries, fall upon the bridegroom, and 
beat him with their hands, tearing off his hair, and 
violently scratching his &ce. This scene sometimes 
occur while the lover is making the attack ; bnt he 
does not always succeed, and in some instances he 
has been so severely handled as not to recover the 
effects of his wounds for' some time. There have 
been instances when a young Kamtschatdal. has 
been courting for seven years, and instead of a 
bride, has received nothing but ill usage. Widows 
are married without any other ceremony but a sim- 
ple as^reement. Matrimonial alliances are only pro^ 
hibited as approximating to the nearest ties of cotH; 
sanguinity. A father cannot marry his daughter^ 
nor a mother her son, but there are no other limita- 
tions. Divorces are procured, without any legal for* 
mality. The husbiand and wife cease to cohabit 
together, and that constitutes the divorce; and the 
former is left at liberty to procure a new»wife, and^ 
the latter a fl-esh ^husband. 

The system of education of a barbarous nation is 
a subject of peculiar interest. The natives of K,amt^ 
schatka give to th^ir children the x^ames of their 
deceased ancestors* M. Steller obperves, that they 
shew so much indulgence to their children, that 
when they are old and infirm, they become the 
subjects of their contempt; they refuse to obey 
them, and evea ridicule in the grossest manner the 
authors of their being. After a long absence, when 
the strongest marks of paternal affection is expressed^ 
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they treat their parents ^itb uiiparallded mdfifference 
and apathy. They never ask any thing of them, 
but help thenoselves to whatever they think proper, 
or to what suits their fancy. If they wish to marry, 
fer from consulting them, they act in this instance, 
as well as in others, accordant to their own wishes. 
The Kamtschatdals respect the right of primoge- 
liiture. The elder branch of a family, after the 
death of his father, has full possession of every 
thing ; while the others are totally excluded. The 
property is of a very trifling nature, consisting only 
6ff some suits of clothing, a hatchet, a knife, a sledge, 
some dogfs, &e. 

The principal diseases of the natives of this 
country are the scurvy, ulcers, the palsy, cancers, 
and the jaundice. They believe that all these dis-> 
orders are inflicted through the agency of evil spirits, 
who kihabit the woods. To relieve themselves from 
the pressure of disease, they resort to magical incan^ 
tations, but they have also recourse to certain herbs 
or roots. For all scorbutic complaints tliey make 
tke ' of a certain herb denominated mitjakoun. They 
also drink a decoction of the herb hrousnitsa (the 
tacciniuin of Linnaeus.) The ulcers in this country 
are of a most formidable and dangerous nature. 
There are ceilain remedies which, in some in- 
stances, prove efBcacipus, but the reverse is too 
frequently the case. The palsy, cancers, and the 
Tenereal disease, which is also known, in this coun- 
try, are regarded as incurable diseases. The latter 
they assert, and we firmly believe with truth,' Was 
introduced to them by their conquerors,; the Rus- 
sians. There is also another disorder which they 
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C9il soujautehe : it is a gathering. und^ th& breM^. 
and if not in due time attended, to, iNToves fatal. .The, 
Kamtschatdals assert that no person can. avoid, 
having this disorder than the small poK among ns. 
In all cases of wounds, eyien those inflicted with 
arrows, the bark of cedar is successfully applied. 
In the dys^itery the root of chelamain is made use 
of; and they eat lac lundBj which is found in many 
parts of Kamtschatka. To any wouqd inflicted by 
a dog or a wolf, the leaves of the ulmaria. fubnaria, 
fructibus hispidisj^ a decoction of it is also drank, 
but principally for the cure of bilious disorders and 
the scurvy. The virtues of the above plant. are also 
found to be greatly efficacious in the tooth ache» 
the leaves being boiled wji.th Q^b, and then applied 
to the tooth affected. In the, asthma, a famous herb 
denominated segeltche^ is esteemed as affording great 
relief in that and all diseases of the lungs and pulr 
monary complaints. Decoctions of the plant ksmh 
acjau are used as an antiscorbutic, and to prevent 
debility. For disorders of the eyes a decoction oi 
the plant called ziza^ \^ applied to the affected 
organs of sight, and not unfrequently with success. 
They have a remedy for the jaundice, which is 
viewed as in&llible. It is a preparation from the 
root of the plant denominated caltha palustrisj or 
the violet of the woods ; it is applied externally as a 
lotion. Phlebotomy is not unknown amongst them, 
but they use no lancets. The mode of bleeding ^s 
to tear away the skin which is round the part affect« 
ed with a pair of wooden pincers, then a . pimcture 
is made with an instrument of chrystal, and they 
let as much blood as is considered requisite. The 
(6,6-) «» , 
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nJdtof the plant lioutik (the wummculaS) is of * 
^idonous natare, and with it they poison their 

The kanifBcteitdals, instead of interring the 
bodtes of th* dead, give them to thw dogs to 
eat. Sdmeof the inhabitants of the neighbonnng 
dountries btfk the eorps6 of the deceased. A whim- 
sical reason is assigned for the former practice, 
namely, that those who have been devoured by 
dogs will &re well in another world. The body is 
thrown out of- the ostrog, or house, and with it all 
the apparel of the person. This is done not sup- 
posing that they will be of any use to him in 
another world, but through fear that if the clbthea 
were offered to remain, they would cause the 
death of some others of the family. The nation of 
the Kouriles aie very particular in this respect j 
they will not, for any consideration, touch an article 
taken from a dead body. After the foneral, a 
certain: ceremony of purification is performed. In» 
stead of prayere for the dead, they cast the entratts 
of a fish into the fire, as an oblation far those, who 
have departed this life. 
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CHAP, VIII. 



Account of the Nation of the Koriacs. 



There are two divi^ons of this people ; the. Keia- 
deer Koriacs, and the Fixed Koriacs. The foimer 
live a wandering life, the latter are .statioaary, ia 
their habitatioqs, which are situated on the coast 
of the Eastern Ocean. They assuiije different 
names, according to the rivers near isrhich they 
live. The Rein-deer Koriacs wander about with 
their flocks throughout the whole extent of the 
country, which is bounded on the east by the ocegUi 
on the west by the sources of the river Penguina^ 
on the north by the river Anadir, and on the south 
by the rivers Lesnaia, and Kavaga. 

The Koriacs differ from , each other not oiAy in 
their manner of living, but also in their persons. 
The Rein-dejer Koriacs are short in stature, and have 
a meagre appqara^ce : they have Mack hair, which 
they frequently cut Their face is oval ; they have 
a shprt nose, large mouth, and a black and pointed 
beard. The Fixed Koriacs are, on the contrary, of 
middling stature. ' 

The Koriacs differ also greatly in their dispositions 
and customs : those called the Rein^deer are so 
extremely jealous, as frequently to kill their wives 
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on the slightest suspicion. When they are surprised 
in an act of adultery, the seducer is sure to fall a 
victim to the fury of the injured party, Sensible of 
the danger to ^bicfa they are exposed, the Koriac 
Women endeavour to render their persons as un* 
pleasing as possible ; they scarcely ever wash their 
face or bands ; they pay no attention to the arrange* 
ment or decoration of their hair, and their dress is 
dirty and slovenly. If they were to make any other 
appearance, they would be fearful of being sus- 
pected to have a lover. " Wherefore," exclaim the 
Rein-deer Koriacs, " should our wives dress in fine 
clothes, unless it is to please other men, since their 
husbands love them independent of that?" The 
Fixed Koriacs evidence, on the contrary, the utmost 
indifference on this point : they regard it as the 
greatest proof of their attachment to a friend to 
give him full possession of their wives or daughters ! 
To refuse a favour of this nature, is deemed an 
outrage so great, that it exposes the person to a 
deprivation of lite, for spuming at such an offer. 
Such was, unfortunately, the case of some Cossacks 
who were ignorant of this custom. 

The women pay the greatest attention to the em- 
bellishment of their persons. They paint with white 
paint and rouge, and their dress is very gaudy. 
This division of Koriacs are very gross in^ their 
ideas, impetuous, obstinate, revengeful, and cruel, 
while the Rein-deer Koriacs are vain and pre- 
Bumptuops. They are persuaded there is not a 
-^natioii in the world that leads so happy a li^e as 
they do. They regard all that foreigners say as to 
other countries as absnrd and lying tales. Thus 
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;did tbey address some Russian merchants who 
were travelling through their territories : ^* If th^ 
We you lead is so luocfa happier than ours, why 
hare you come such a great distance to see us? It 
is evident that you have come here to eat the fat 
fledi of our rein-deer, which you can't find elsewhere. 
^As we have every thing in abjandance, we are con- 
tent with what we possess, and we have no desire 
to wander from home." 

i What greatly contributes to render this race of 
men so independent and intrepid is, that the Fixed 
Koriacs are in great fear of them, so much, that 
if only one individual of the Rein-deer nation comes 
among them, they all run out to meet him, load him 
with caresses and presents, and patiently submit to 
any insult he may offer them. There never was 
known, t>at in one instance, a Rein-deer Koriac 
killed by them. The Russian tax-gatherers never 
go into the houses of the Fixed Koriacs without 
being attended by some of the Rein-deer nation ; 
without this precaution they would be exposed to 
the danger of assassination. What is more sur- 
prising, the Fixed Koriacs are more strong and 
robust than the Rein-deers. M. Krackeninnikow 
assigns two causes for this circumstance. The first, 
the habits of submission which, the poor are taught < 
to exercise towards the rich ; and, secondly, that as 
they receive their clothing firom the Rein-deer Ko- 
riacs, they are aiVaid of offending them, lest they 
should in consequence be exposed to all the rigours 
of the inclement season. 

The Koriacs have many good qualities which are 
Etott^]) be fouad among the Kamstchatdals. lliey 
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are more smcere, and more industrious, and ^ss 
debauched. 

The Reia-deer Koriacs dwell dnriug the winter 
in places where there is a great quantity of moss £ar 
the support of their rein-deers. They make use ai 
snow in lieu of common water. Thc^i;* mappffr c^ 
living during winter is attended with i)A^y i^coa- 
veniences. Their huts are filled with a thick smok^ 
occasioned by the green wood which tliey use fyf 
fuel. This smoke \ery materially afiects and injures 
the eye^sighty so that a person, not accustomed to il^ 
m^ht lose their sight in one day. M. Krackeninnin 
kow asserts that, remaining oply five hours in one v^ 
thase huts, his eyes were greatly injured. 

Their Jourtes^ or houses, are constructed in the 
same manner as those of the Calmucs, but are much 
smaller: they cover them in the winter with the skins 
of rein-deers. Their culinary concerns are far from 
beiBg inviting to a stra^er. It must require a very keen 
appetite to eat of their vi^ids ; instead of washing their 
pots and dishes, they give them to the dogs to lick. 

The habitations of the Tchoukchi, a branch of 
the Koriacs, are very inconvenieut on account of the 
smoke, but they have the advantage of being very 
warm : they are built in the manner of the Kamt- 
schatdals, but incomparably more spacious, as many 
families reside in one house; each have their separate 
apartments, which are covered over with rein^deer 
^ktns. A lamp is kept burning day and night ; al- 
though ao opening is made for the smoke to evapo- 
rate, yet still the rooms are enveloped with it. The 
boluses are so much heated, that the women go 
without clothing, the d^tferent figures which they paii^t 
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On their bodies they regard as much superior to the 
finest dress. 

The food of the Koriacs consists chiefly cf the 
flesh of the rein-deer; and an opulent Koriac hasr 
from ten to thirty thousand rein-deer; M, Krack- 
enninikow \¥as informed that one of their chiefs was 
ftt possession of a hundred thousand. Notwithstand^ 
ing the vast number of these animals li^bich consti^ 
tute their property, they regret even U> kill ans for 
their own use : thtey are satisfied with eatidg. tbii 
flesh of those which die of disease, or are killed by 
wild beasts. If a friend should t)ay tliem a visit by 
chanice, they unceremoniously assiire^ hkn, that. they 
have not any thing to regale him withj because uti« 
fortunately a rehi-^deer ha<i not died, or heeiat torn to 
pieces by the wolves. They wttl never condescend 
to kill one of those animals to entertain a guests 
unless it is a person for whom they have a high 
respect and venetsitiott. TPhe fle&h of the rein-deer 
is boiled, then dried and smt^ed; they make no 
use of the milk of this^imilwih The Koriacs eat 
tire flesh Jof all aniinals they take in the chace, ex- 
cept that of tfae fox. Vegetables are only used aift 
ao auxiliary dish by the poor ; and fish is Only the 
food of the ^epherds. 

^' I was one day," says M.^ K. ** in the osti-c^ of 
a Russian, named BolchcretsktM, when a Koriac 
chief came in; he was presented for the first time 
with sugar ; he imagined it was salt ; but as soon as 
he had lasted it, he was so delighted with its sweet- 
ness, that he requested a Kttle to- take home to bis 
wife : but as he vi^as retmning home, he could not 
Resist the temptation of eating it all up. When h^ 
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arrived at his habitation, he ii)fonDed her, that the 
Russians had given him such delicious salt as he 
had never tasted in his life ; but his wife, having no 
sample to guide her taste, refused to give credit to 
his assertions*"* 

During the winter they make use of sledges dravm 
by rein-deer. They are about six feet in length : 
they harness two rein-deer to each sledge. The 
bridles consist of three or four small bones, with 
sharp points, which are placed on the front of the 
deer, and serve to retard his course when travelling 
too swiftly. The driver pulls the bridle with all his 
strength, and the animal, feeling the pressure of the 
points, slackens his pace. When the deer goes not 
quick enough, the driver beats him with a stick about 
four feet in length, which has a sharp piece of bone 
affixed to it. They travel much quicker with the 
rein«deer than with their dogs. Those fine animals 
will sometimes travel forty leagues a day ; but they 
are obUged to stop occasionally to bait; if this was 
not duly attended to, they would die through fatigue. 
All the reiurdeer pasture together, those employed 
in the sledge, and those destined for food. When 
a Koriac wished to separate the one from the other, 
he drives the whole flock into one place ; and then he 
cries out in a loud but particular tone of voice. In- 
stantly the deer separate ; and should anyone not 
range itself in its proper place, it is beaten most un- 
mercifully. 

f The Fixed Koriacs have also rein-deer, but very 
inconsiderable in number, and those are used only 
in .long journeys. If a Koriac loses his deer, he 
becomes, poorer^ and more miserable than % 
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Kamiafchatdal; haTiilg no <vtlf^ resDurcd for sain 
mtencBf than to enter into the service of some ricH 
Koriac, in the capacity of a dbepberd, forlthejl 
underBtand nothing of fishing, and besides it is 
very diffiouh for ibem fo prdcune canoes nn^ 
nets, .'...:..;•.; 

With respect to religion, the Koriacs are as igno-) 
rant as the natives of KamtochaJkka.. In si poiim^' 
sation with a prince or chief :t>f ihat ns^tionf f Mi 
Krackeninnikow affirm$» that he totdd not diseomq 
the ttEaaUest trace of any idelt of a Sapreme Deit/« 
They have a great veneration for dembos or evil 
sjHriti, because they are afraid ctf th^m :. ;they belie vd 
that they inhatnt the rivi^ra and- the tuomtt^ins* The 
Fixed itoriacs ackriowledge for thoit god the divW 
nity of Katttschatka^ ' . 'n 

They have no marked times for saSctificfs, bnt 
offer them as inclitaation dictates. The oblation is 
either a rein-deer or a dbg. Alter kitting the animal^ 
they ety out to their deity-^'' This we present to 
thee, but give us also aomethuig m ratum/^ ?fVheii 
they are to pass any rivers ite mountains vrhieh they 
si^^fie are the resodences of demons, they think of 
making sacrifices. When attacked with any dan* 
gerons malady, they kill a dog. The magicians also 
ofier «dcHfice8, beating a small sort of tambourin 
during the ceremony. Some of these' soothsayers 
officiate fus pHests, and as physiiciabs; 

'^ I saw/' says M. Krackeninnikow, ** in 1739^ 
in an inferior ostrog, a famous magician^ his name 
was Karnliateha* .He wassconsidered as a man 
of prdfound knowledge; and he was not only rd* 
spected by the people, but also by the Cossacki^ 

(5,6.) o 
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06 accoQDt of the astcftiishing tUngs be ' perfehiiac}'. 
ffleipiemed his belly inrith'^ai knife^ «and ttrstnk the 
bjoodrv^idh tfoMised from the ^ound'V but he per- 
ibrnied this trick id so bungling a iiiaiinel'^ tliat kny 
peirsoi^ must have be^n mfmted mth %he' blind sii- 
perstition of the people, not to perceive it was a 
gross deception; He began 1>3^ striking his tani- 
bonrin-) ke thea miAe a feint to plunge a knife into 
fais belly, put his hand underneath his pdisse, 'to 
press the pretended t Wobnd, which he prodnced 
covered with bloodl I coajd- mrt help laughing at 
ihe imbecile i manner in which he juggled the spec- 
tators/ Attevi^* he hold ended his wonderiul ' per- 
forinanc€6;.rhe'thoiigUt to increase our admiration 
bgr : taking loi£ his • drelks, md shewing us^ life • be^ly 
all stained with blood. He assured us ihat this 
blood (whidi was actually ttie'«blood of a s^d^^alf ) 
was; produced: by the incision, land that he was ena- 
bled to heal the jwound by the^pow^er of his magic. 
He told us ahio,^ that the devils had often <i»ne to 
hi8!li6us&,!Hppearing lindev diffeiicait forms. ^Some^ 
timi^allit^y came out i of the sea^'at-^otlieps, ' out of 
VoUahbes: that there were gr^at devils, and i^le 
deV>l»;« thdti soihe were without hands.- Those who 
caine rout ofci th«l sea appeared tp' be. riehier than the 
rest;' knd that Jtheir dresses 'were made of the heth 
chelkoiinik^ which grows^the^ banks of Ala rivers; 
and, finally, he^declaved^ thdttwbe^tthfypaid bim 
^^. visit, the^y tormented* liim so ctuelly; that hel was 
nearly -delirious. ':.' ?•; '• *. k : - > -. -[v*. 
: When one of these tnagicnans < ^tbempi 1 to^ cure 
diseases, he acts ticcdrding* tiy 4he riiles of 'his art 
of legerdemain.. *' '; ii' '/' 
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- 'Tba Rein-deer Konacs>liav€ no festival; but 
the Fixml celebrate one at the same time as tb^ 
Kamtachatdals, bat in honour of Whbm/ or on what 
account^ they know no more than that people^frbn^ 
whom tbey hdve borrowed it. They give no otber 
;re£i«on for itS) celebration tbaoi that their ancestwj 
did the same. This festival lasts* four, weeks, during 
iWhich time they do" not leave their habitations^ ot 
receire any visits ; all labour ceases, and they occupy 
themselves exclusively in eating and rejoicing, and 
throwing, intolhe fire a portion of the viands, as aA 
oflfetting to the demons of volcanoes. 

la their ideas o( civil government, the Koriacs«v^ 
ad.gft>ss and: as ignorant as -in their notions of rc^ 
Jigion. They do not mark Ihe progress of time by 
yaamand months, they only know the four seasons 
of t the year. Summer they' call aiaalow; viintei^, 
lahaiiang; spring, kUketik; and autumn, geligua. 
The only constellations with . which they are ac« 
quainted are, the Great Bear, (which: they denomi- 
nate the Savage Rein-deer) Pleiades, Orion, Jupiter, 
and the milky way* 

: Before they weue conquered by the .Russians, 
they had not any chief, yet he who had the largest 
stock of rein*fleers, had some sort of authority over 
others not so rich. Thus they had no idea, till the 
Russians taught them, what. was the nature of an 
oath of allegiance. The Cossacks, instead of making 
them swear by the cross, or by the gospel, presented 
to. them a firelock, making them understand, that he 
who wasr not. faithful to his oath, or who refused to 
take it, should not escape the bullet' which would 
(M-oceed'fpom it . They adopted tlus method Ih&oh 
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«elve8 to decide di^Nltes and diflerendes ; for the 
oflfendiDg parties were assured that as the gun wonid 
kill tl^em if they did not tell the truth, they thought 
it HHMSt expedient to make *^a confession, rath» than 
expose tfaeoEiselves to tiie loss of life. lo other 
cases^ a declaration was made to this eflEbct : ^ Yes, 
tnilyrr-I will not say illseiy." 

This naiti<m are strangetB to politeness, both ia 
iheir conversation and manners. They use no com- 
^iments. When a Koriac pays a visit, after un- 
liamessing his rein^doers, he remains seated on his 
sledge, and waits the order of the master of the 
Imise to enter roto it, as if merely to speak to 
Un« . It is no<, however, the master himself who 
gives. this permission, 'but his wife, by calling out, 
JEUka — '' admit him." When tihe visitor enters the 
house, he is rec^ved by the master of it, who is 
Mtting at his ease, and he is ordered to approach ; 
lie is then condudted lo the plieice appointed for him 
as his seat, ^ atid is addressed hi these words :— * 
** Seat yourself.'* When they regale th«r friends, 
they do every thing to render them pleasant and 
agreeable, biit they 4o not act as the Kamtschatdals, 
make their guests eat more than they vdsh. Their 
favourite dish is grease and flesh, interlarded ; and 
in general ail savage nations regard flesh well greased 
as eiM]ui8ite meat. 

Theft among most barbarous people is not only 
tolerated, but even eulogised and applauded, pro- 
vided the robber acts adroitly ; but if he is taken in 
the act, woe betide him, be is most severely punished. 
Among tbe Tchooketchi, a girl cannot marry a 
man before he has given proo6 of his d&tmty iq 
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tbieving. With respect to murder, it is punished 
only in certaiD plMes, aad then the relatives of the 
deceased seek to reveii^ his death. Mnrder is 
more common amongst this people, as they ha^e no 
idea of a future state.-^ ponishment in anof^er 
world. 

A remarkable trait k the character of the Ko^ 
riacs is evidenced in their condiict to their children. 
Although they, have an extreme affiection for them, yet 
they accustom them from their earliest age to labour 
and fatigue : they treat them as slaves, and send 
them to fetch wood and water. They are made to 
carry burdens, to have the care of flocks of rein- 
deer, and employ them in labours of a similar nature. 
Matrimonial alliances are formed betwerai the fo^ 
milies of the rich and the rich, the poor and 
tbeppor^ without any regard to beauty, or meAtat 
qualifications. They, in general, take their wives 
from their owq families, as their aunts, cousins, tec. 
mother^i daughters, and sistecs, are excepted. They 
have the same indec^ri; nuptial ceremony as tlH^ 
Kamtschatdals. He who wishes to marry, however 
rich he may be in rein-deers, must Idbour ta obtain 
his future wife three, and sometimes even five, years 
at the house of his intended fiitfaer-in-law. Polygamy 
is practised among them ; they have often two or 
three vidves, who are placed . sq»arate from each 
other, having an establishment of rein*deers, with 
their shepherds. ; 

Although the Koriacs are ignorant of any of the 
rulefi of arithmetic* yet, when in£f»ecting their flocks, 
they with a glance of the eye can tell, however nu- 
merousj whetW WJ one of Ihe flock is nussing, land 
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veryfew insdteuicei^ that 'ccmcufoineb; are to be met 
with among thfe Koriaic. people :< tMy are iii general 
lljea^ witfai :the g^ye^ilei^ ^oiM^teipptv : r ^ . ^ , t 
' A mpst u]ia€0Q(iiitiih|le l!ita-a»g^ cusiotn is-prevaleut; 
namely, that at ceiiaJn periods, instead of haying 
Jnt^rootiriseiH^ith thekiviveg, they dress ^ some 
8tope9, vhichr they place by their sidte,' aWd •caress 
as/ if they were animated being^. • M. Kral^kemuni- 
kom isaw two of those i stones in the hotli^i?' of an 
inhabitanit o£ Ckikuaskoi, vvi^ho appeared to regard 
Ithem more than either his wife or daughter. One 
.wa« l^ige, the other: small. " To explain," observes 
,the aboye-menti<toed ^writer^ ^ " the cause which had 
XH^casiOQed.faim to espouse this new wife, he told m6, 
jj^ for ten yedm he had been attacked with a 
knaiady as, dangerous as it was e^i^traordinary : ithat 
lus.body was caveted for a (long time with pu^ules. 
.That oiie day, beingion the banks of the rirerlAdka; 
befoundthf great stone; that, having taken it up 
In Jiisihancte^ he fcMind it bi^eathe as if -alive. Terri- 
fied ^atiso surprising a phenomenon, he threw the 
utone) into the river ; but his disease afterward in- 
creased^ so as to GOnfifie him during the summer 
and the succeeding winter. The year following, at a 
little distance from the place where he hafd found the 
K^rmer stone, he perceived a great flat stone, with ano- 
ther little stone, which he seized with joy, and carried 
them home; and when he had dressed them up; 
one as his wife, and the >odier as his daughter, he 
immediately recovjered his <-hc[ahh. * From that 
tMne/ added he^ f I liaye allvays placed them' near 
9^ ; and I love myi wife «€ stone mtfre than' my true 
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^pfomp*. I takfe the 'little stone ahny* 'ividi me; 
f^beth^ walbiDg; or ivhen engaged Jd. liuiiting;' 1 
know not iwbethw^ m £m^ ' this inanimate wife was 
flearer to hioi' thanitbe livii^ one ; bat .this IJchow; 
that in i^ile olEthe presents^ I made^hiaiv it ^aa with 
the. greatest idtffituUy I could ipersuiide him to gite 
me ti^ose 9toneiSi' because . iie believed on them ^ de« 
pQuded ]m health: and consequent hapfdMss J'^ * 

The ICoiiacs ^opt the followiiQg efecentrie'. moditf 
of .giving names xto. their x!hiidmhi' It iB'agedvv^omeil 
who are the chief pmfomieni; on tfaas ocicaMn. 
Being assembled/ fheiy setilp two «tic](Sy in the 
middle of which is affixed a4hi^d^ iaiiQ suspended 
to which ifi a. ^toiie^ wrapped uplik a. smalt piece 
of skin*. Theyiallipsoaiounce^ at one^sand the same * 
tiro^ BOfne wVmls,' demanding of the stone what 
name shall bb gixi^tp the child. . They then repeat 
ibe<mum ;of Itbetpteents; and,, bek^ying thatf^tiiQ 
stpoe is agitate^ i1iiey:give it that name) which ikej 
presume is most agreeable to it. .t.: 

.,:W^mnn. aftiar their accoodmrneiit larerteadltys 
^s^aed « ;to the hoase ; but .i£I dbli4;qd to > cbaflge 
tt)#H^. habitation, they are reihoved 'in coviered sledges^ 
TJbtey. ;s^jpl|l^,: until theii' infanti^ - am three* yeats of 
age^^^r which time thpy accueitoiii^ ttem^to tdto 
foQdMi. They ate > igai^aint of ^Aif^^use bf> a .^midle f 
they , Uf tbeib >chtldrhi.>bpori«><j&^-^ebi^^^ 
Y^hefi they tray^U th^y eaify them ) behitid idieir 
.backs. ^ N.v: -':<>ii' •, ..1 : :?> '• -' ■" ^:, ^^- 

Tbei Eloiiocsibiim thehrdead with^ great ceremony^ 
They clothf th^ijbodjitinnkidi habits, f>laeeiti4M»^%t 
slej4ge,|aQd fiarwM.tiMMie'i'eiii^diterftoiit, which ^¥ 
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i^ipoitiied plsce* The body is kdd on a s^fitlMd^ 
iuifounded with all the uttnsils which appertained 
to hiin. His lance, bis bow, his arrows, his knives, 
his hatchets, his culinary vessels, &c. They then 
set fire to the whole; and while the flames are 
raging, they kill the rc!in«deer which drew the body, 
eat the flesh, the fi*i^ments of which they throw into 
the fire. One year after the death of the person, 
there is a celebration of his death. His relations 
take two young rein-deer, who have never yet 
be^ harnessed, and also a large quantity of 
horns of these aninmls, which have been expressly 
Ci^ected together for that purpose during the pre- 
ceding year. When arrived at tiie place where the 
body was burned, they kill the rein-deer, and eat 
them, and bury the horns in the earth: Upon their 
return tfie magician or priest purifies the mourners, 
gently stiiking each of them with aiod as &ey pass 
by him, ointtmng certain wonki at j&e same time as 
a charm. 

The arms made use of in war by this natioa are 
bows, arrows, and l^qies,: which are pointed eidiei^ 
with bones or shells. The Koriac lan^age eiSteen- 
tiaUy differs from that of Kamtschatka ; it is,, ac^ 
cording to M« SteUer, composed of three dklecitis : 
the first, which may be regarded as the fimdamental 
fai»guage> IS that jspokeq by the Fixed Koriacs, who 
reside aear the river Pei^a, as also the . Rein^^eer 
Koriacs. This dialect has a strong and foroitde 
pronuneiatiM. The second is that used by the 
OUiratores; «t is much harsher (hw tiie formen 
The third is that of the Tohouktchi. The pronim- 
cifltkin of this is more easy ami i^oft, and has a sort 
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of ibelbity iri thi donhA. Ther^ is 6o grfeat a 
AwSfsiAty betweeii tfae' tbree idi6ntg^ tli^t .eacii caa 
ea£iily be uadetstodd^ '' 

. . . ' .: . . 'I .-. \ • s,. ... i; - - •" > ^ 
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-.!•;'.. .;,:* . , CHAP.; IX.,. :i ^^M^;.^. . . -J 
.:-.i:l i;; .; J. ;./ . : ■ •.:./ r :•'■■ -^^^ '^J:. -< 

'■'[] -'^ 'JSabmCyWid'ath^ VaHiitr tnbesi ; -- ' ' 

* 1*M iphkt)itants bit this coiiiitry; are\6( micUle 
stktttre^; (iieyfiaVe blstck haif/ found Yaee,W^ 







theiy ariil^'.with vkr^oii^ 6'g;ures, ^ fiolh 'iijin ahrf 
trbrtien>(i^eat g+eat kiWer 6air-Wiig^.^ ' t^teiir li^biti? at*e 

They^e' miide''{^'''W ihArtiiei^'^'^teelnt'^ frbtii the 
Kara^sch^tdafsr h^g':mi^Sie'^^^ '^^e 

dfess6s^&xe no1'x:oto|f<o^d '6l^^tfHe^siai''6f dni^alf 
only/ buitbf* several 'iewea tigetHen', dkihs^ot* dttT^^feht? 
beasts and birds. Not 8.atisfied with this rtade 
clothing, they are Vei^prdiid ^of rich manufikctti^ed 
dresses; stcb ak cicith, yitk; dhd cotton; tut they are ^ 
(5, 6.) r 
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spon spoiled, in codseqaeQce pf tbe litt)e care tjbey; 
take of them. . A Kpurile arrayed in afinesicarlet 
habit, will notwithstanding carry on his shoulders a 
seaK^alf, the grease of which is sure to ruin what has 
cost him a large sum. The manner in which the 
garments are made, or the colours of them, are 
subjects of little consideration. M." Steller was 
present when a Kourile, having seen a silk corset, 
was so much pleased with it, that he put it on, and 
strutted about in it,, ta tfieiiblsltnall amusement of 
some Cossacks, who laughed immoderately at him. 
He, no doubt, thought that, , among other people, 
that tfaerhal^Js^i^ atid WQpeft.w^^re.the^ s^^OP^ as 
among thein..vTIj^eir jourt^s^ or houses, are like the 
Kamtschatdals. They feed chiefly upon marine 
animals, but not upo4 fish. 

-JLike the other nations of this country, -they h^^ve 
no Ifpowledge.of. a Supreme Being \ ^ut they have 
in their hoinses, woodea idols, finely carved and or« 
namen^ed. They greatly venerate them; but it is 
not ascertained whether thejr view them an evil 
sp.^tS f 9^ las gods. They^ pfler up the> first beasts 
taken in hunting as ;sacrifices ; they eat the flesh, 
and. thrpw the skins to thdr idols. When, their 
houses beconie ruinous and delapidated^ so as to 
oblige them to. abandon them^they leave their idols 
and the skips Ithey have oiffered them behind. 
Wl^h tbiey gO; on die water, the idols are taken 
wit6^,.l:hjem; and in case of a tempest^ ^^y ^^® 
t1ir<;^w« into the water to appe^ise the fury of the. 
wavers. 

The principal occupation of th^ Kourile men is 
ip..catclring marine Wftf^, suph as the seg.-ca:lf, &c. 
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The women, like those of Kamtschatka, are ^em- 
ployed in culling herbs, and they also accompany 
their husbands to the chace. As to manners and 
customs, the Kouriles are infinitely more polished 
and civilised than their neighbours* They are mild, 
sincere, and honest; they manifest a great respect for 
old age, and pay a meritorious attenti[on to filial 
duty. 

It is a beautiful spectacle to witness the meeting 
of two fiiends, who reside at distant parts from 
each other. The Visitor amves in his canoe, 
and is met by his friend with great ceremony. 
Each are dressed in their warlike habiliments, and 
are armed with a sabre and lance, and bow and 
arrow. They advance, drawing the bow as if they 
were preparing for combat ; they then approach 
each other dancing : joining hands they fondly em* 
brace, and give unequivocal reciprocal proofs of 
affection. Their caresses are intermingled with tears 
of joy. The friend is then conducted home, where, 
being seated, he is entertained in the most hospitable 
manner ; and, while the best dishes are set before 
him, the conversation turns on the adventures which 
have befallen each other since they last met. They 
relate even the most trivial circumstances of their 
hunting excursions ; the manner in which they have 
lived ; their voyages ; what they have seen ; the 
good or bad fortune which has attended them; 
the diseases with^* which they have been afflicted ; 
who of their acquaintances are dead, and what oc* 
easioned their, death. Thus they converse f6r more 
than three hours ; at the close of which the oldest 
person in company commences a history of his life» 
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and of wliati^ver has happeiiail to liiat nioment. — 
The wbol^ qoncludes witji e^pgi d^Qciog, Qingin^ 
and reciting pleasant tales/ ^, 
. Their customs in cQarting,ja)9J!ri;i^, and mode of 
educ^tion^ are the same as ^bo^, qf Ij^q K.ai9tocjiat- 
'dais* Tl^ey have two or ^hjree.wiyep, YlhoVh \^ the 
Mahometan Tartars, thpy see ojaly ff^ a nigh|^. Con^ 
cubinage is also allowed. If any person is surprised 
in an adulterous intercourse, the offender* and the 
offended f}gbt a sort 6f duel with sticfi^s. Tb^ in^ 
jured husband challenges the sedacer^ ^nd they 
both strip naked. This cqmbat . is f omctini^s at>> 
tended with the loss of life. To ^^clijie acceptjpf 
the cb^lprige,. exposes them to tl)jp j^ipQ ignominy 
as in tte casje of those duels in £?i|*qpe, ^h^te s^ord3 
or pistols are made ns^ of. Jf the sediiper fefHses 
lo fight, he is obliged to pay to the p^i1;y .aggn^v^d 
whatever he may ex^c|;, either in beasts, tiabits^ |)^o^ 
visions, or any other articles. 

The effects of accouchement pf the jl^cruril^ wo- 
men is more protracted than the ]^a9ktip^9.tds^, 
the former being confined tbree q[>f>ntbs*; ^Womei^ 
give names to the childr^q, whiph ar? :§9BajejtimS9s ap-: 
propnated tq eyeots ; as, foy instance,/* Zia^Lptilch,'* 
a female name — " Tb? pWrt *^^t weeps, b^caiise U 
W51S bprn when its country wa§ conquered ;" allitdillg 
lo the conquest of the Rus^i^ns/' ,, 

The Kourjles bury ^b^ir^ dead IR winder in the 
snow, but in Slimmer jp ,tbe *^arth. ^i^icide is 
common among the^ ; but no ini^tancfs has 
ever occurred of ^ny pne voluntarily <iyiog with 
hunger. 

We npw tnra our attpfltipp tp th^ nninerous 



Tartar ttjibes, under the gpxf i^^fient of tbf RiiiiJfMi 
empire, / . ; ! . \ • ; 

TU^ MQNGUI& . 

This people are rather of a; diminutrv^ fflnsi 
with flat faces, small ej^es, thick lips, and a bear4 
very scantily supplied. Their coipplexion is browQ* 
but the females exhibit a mixture of whit^ jsnd f^d* 
The qualifications of the Moujguls are con^paratiViely 
of a pleasipg nature. Their quderstai^diog is keea 
and penetrating ; and in their dispo9itiQn they am 
beneficent, enterprising, tractable, and l\ospitable^ 
The women are eminent for tjieir indu^ti'y ; tfcfehr 
employment consists in tanning leather, digging up 
vegetables for food, preparing proviisfions for ttio 
winter, &c. That of the men is confined to biir^jug 
of every description. The property oi ^w\m^ 
Tidual consists of his herds of horsies, qf^m^lft, oxeii| 
and flocks of sheep and goats. All tl)e^ teiA9 ok 
habitations have a fire-place in the centime. Those 
of the opulent and of the chiefe ar? n;<;bly oiYia^^ 
mented, being hung with silk, and the flopir eovereel 
with Persian carpets. The Mongul dreiss consists 
of a flat yellow bonnet, a9 a covering for the iiead,' 
which is shaved, with the exceptisa of OQdl loick. 
The females having long hair, plait it in .tneSBes. 
The outer dress of the men is a cloth garment, with 
wide sleeves, a vest of light stuff* wth narrow 
sleeves, a girdle, which supports a sabre and other- 
articles, wide trowsers, a bandage of liaen, wrapped 
round the feet, over which are black or yellow leatbw 
buskins. The women are disting«i8faed*by a gowB 
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without sleeres. Their food is animal and vlBgetable, 
and their only drink water. In case of a deficiency 
of pasturage, the whole of the M ongul tribes strike 
their tents, proceeding in a direction analogous to 
the season of the year, in the summer to the north, 
in the winter to the south. The march is conducted 
with the greatest order and regularity. Jhe cattle 
are driven on before ; then follow men, women, and 
children^ while the rear is brought up by a long 
train of sprightly high spirited girls, who relieve the 
'fatigues of the march by singing many a merry 
roundelay, and dancing according to the simplicity 
of nature* 

h The amusements of this people are greatly varied. 
Sometimes it is horse-racing, at others archery, and 
otiier pastimes usual to a wandering race, such as 
>0rrestliQg, dancing, &c. Singing of course is a fa- 
vourite amusement ; and the native mdody of the 
young females is greatly heightened by the sweet 
sounds of the lute or the viol. The songs are nearly 
the same as in all countries — ^breathing strains of 
love, exciting merriment by comic verse, or unfolding 
to the ear some wondrous legendary tale of deeds 
of glory perforitoed by their ancestors. It is a singular 
circumstance, avowed by some authors of veracity, 
that chess is a favourite game with the Mongul 
Tartars. 

! Their marriage ceremonies have nothing pecu- 
liar : they are celebrated \i'hen the parties are young, 
and the bride brings a dowry to her husband either 
in cattle or sheep. Their ideas of religion are more 
enlightened thansome of the other 'tribes ; and they 
b»ve schoolmasters for the education of their youth. 
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The bodies of their princes and chief .prielfte . are , 
burnt M^ith great soleuinity ; the tombs are ^metimes 
trailed round, and decorated according to the rude 
taste of the people. 

THE KALMUCS 

Have three orders of me^ ., among, them : the 
nobles, who in their language they depominate whit^ 
bones ; the common people, who a^e called blacl^ 
bones; and the clergy.. The huts of this tribe are 
made of brown felt, and have an unpleasing , ap- 
pearance. The habitation of the chieftain, or prince, 
is distinguished from the rest by its superior magni- 
tude and variation, of colour. The government of ^ 
the Kalmucs is vested \n ^Mid^hai oi chief prince^ 
whose power consists in the wealth and population 
of his subjects. Tliere is a division of the people 
into classes, designated Imaks, bver whom a noble- 
man presides. The tribute to the prince consists of 
a tenth part of the cattle,' or other property. Every 
man is a soldier; and upon the summons of his 
sovereign, is. obliged to appear before him with his 
military accoutrements and well mounted, to be in- 
spected ; if any infirmity is discovered, he is exempt* 
ed and dismissed. The weapons employed in the. 
field of battle are bows, lances, sabres, and sometimes 
fire-arms, a kind of armour is also worn. The re-, 
ligion of the Kalmucs is interwoven with great> 
superstition. They have both templf^ and priests. 

^^ A traveller, having observed small wopden, 
windmill wings fixed at the entrance of the butSi^j 
enquired for wh?it purpose they were put there^and^ 
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^as *Wrf fhalt^b'iiy were praying machines / on whiclli 
tti^ o^tt^t* of the but causfc$ certkiti pfeyers to be 
n^viOt^n' by Iftie pwiestd; that thejf may be. turned 
round by the wind, and he ii^e f^hy be freed from 
the trouble of repeating them himself. The priests 
have likewise a very comm^iOQS ^method of expe- 
diting their prayers : when they have a. nqmber of 
petitiotiis' tooflTer iiji^f^r the people they, for this 
jpiiitjos^, matk^ iis6 /of 11 cylindrical' wooden box> 
intxr wftiteH' they.tHrtiWj , tjieir iVritfeii pr^yer^ ; and 
havihg'jfl*c6d ii pei^enjdicularf;^ .on a stick; they sit 
dbwK ftfesrd^ if, p0 it liackwai-dsapd forwards witU 
Ifc'i^trifijgi'^iively sinokiti^ th(ejr pipes, while! perform- 
ihgih^ ceremony^ f^i* aJccbrding to 'th doctrine, to 
rtnder prayer effic4cioU6, it.is. only necessary that it 
be poi in mptibn; atid it^is a matter of' indifference, 
V^hether ihh b^ dobe by means of the. lips, of a 
WindniiH; orx>f a cyliidi^cal ^ox.* 

THE MRSCIIKIRilS, 

AWtttfiil tribe of Tartars: Alfliough they live al 
l-dting and* wandering life, yet, during' winter, have 
fisted hsibitations, v^hich^ in imitation of their con- 
q^rors, are constructed something Hi, the Russian 
dl^lel In summer they retire to cottages made, of 
felt. The dress of these people, with respect to the 
n^n^ii» a dotfa shfirt; and a long red cloth g6wn en-, 
difi'ded with far; This; is fastened to the b6dy by 
a girtiie,. in which a scyinetar is placed. D.urmg 
tftie* winter, pelisses of hoFi^e-skih iatnd. sh*q^p-.skin 
ai^'Worn. The women w^aii* a g6wn of fiYife'cloth 
or silk^ which ia-buftctoed before, 'and secured by a 



ttt^88IA 'Ik ^4HJkA 119 

girdle. T6 ' dii^tingui^ the imrridd Aon the flfngU 
women, the former wear a bandeau on their forehesld.^ 
This race of Tartars are accounted the most neg- 
ligent and slovenly, aslttfit1iei)r'dp))earance, of any 
of the. Tartar tribes. Their character is des,cribed 
as bebg hospitable,^ spMi^Mf^, and bhi*^; |TlIey 
have an invincible attichniehf to hiirses j And' there^ 
is not a niofe sure wUy 'fbf ft 16vl&lf^ to gain thte heart? 
of his mistress ' that! tor' pt*^nt* her With a fine 
horse. \ '' "';-* ' ^' '^'' r ^fi; v vm^ ., ^ -'• ' ^' ; 

The VavoiiVite drink of iHi BltscllkifeA Is W rtijt-* 
ture of sou/iiiitk and faiead; at all 'th^ fi^trte 
raeetingd^ fh^y drink potie^it • libiitioris of it /flieii' 
amusements' ire hdl^p racfes, sitagin^, dancingj antf 
Wrestling;.' The religion" of thik people is b^rrowecl 
from the Koran of Matiottfet; birt gfeatJy cortnjp««d| 
And ibucli of the dregs of pagitnism ihtefrWixed \^4ftl 
it., 'Thfeir sorcerers And iriagicians pretfend "to hold 
cortininniijatio^ with the*dfeiif; they cati' rdM Wiw 
at pleastcrffe, 'entei' into cdnverte with' hini, 4hd irt 
certain i^ai^s, 'if .he oiViinds tliem, tlMy wil) *chid[^ 
lenge him to fight. These artful men, who thud 
play upon the credulity of the people, are consulted 
as physicians, or in cas^ Df aiiyloss sustained. 
Ever since they have been subject to Russia, they 
have ceasied to be^'governed by a khan, or kingi but- 
each tribe is under the management of <w6 men 
advanced in years, who act a^ govemof^.' 'TTies^ 
Tartars, when drawn oiit fbr liattle, fdtiA an^xceU 
lent body of cavalry. They tare armed w^ith bow 
and arrows and ia lance, krifl jireecjuipp^ witli 
helmets and body armotrf. \ As toxophdlrt^s, they 
are wonderfully adroit. ' Tt)' every irbop <Jf Mk 

(5,6.) Q . ' 
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liinidred hwseii ' there is a standard of diflferent 
cdlours. 



THE BRATSKI 

In many respects resemble other bodies of Tar- 
tars, in others they vary. Polygamy is alloM-ed 
among them, and the number df i^ives is unlimited. 
The portion of die bride is in^cattle. The nuptial 
gift of some young women of opulence amounts to 
one hundred horses^ twenty camels, fifty homed 
eatde, two hundred sheep, and thirty goats. On 
the day when the portion is delivered, the marriage 
ceremony takes place. The rejoicings on this oc- 
casion are continued for three days successively. 
Upon the death of a husband who has Idt behind 
him several wives, if he haes hted children by each, 
the dldest becomes mistress df the house, or if 
only one has borne him children, she takes the 
priority, while the rest return home, moubted on 
fine horses presented to them by their late bus- 
band« 

THE CZUWACHIANS 

Are principally worthy of notice as to their re^ 
ligious notions. They believe there is but one 
God,, to whom they give the name of Tor ; but 
like the Persians, they pay adoration to the sun. 
Worship is not paid to their Deity in temples, but 
in the open air ; there sacrifices are ofiered, which 
consist of black lambs. The priests are invested with 
yery great authority; they officiate as judges, as 
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counsellora, as physiciaos, and auperintend the 
education of youth. 



THE INGRIANS 

Are a tiibe of Tartars who have peculiar cere? 
monies at the interment of their dead. After the 
body has been placed in the ground, and a certain 
form made use of by the priest, the relatives of the 
deceased, visit the grave in the ni§^t, dig up the 
sod, and place provisions by the side of the corpse ; 
it may naturally be supposed that they are soon 
consumed by dogs or other animals. The reason 
which they give for this strange custom is, that 
those who have died in this, continue to live in the 
subterranean world, and that the grave is merely a 
new place of habitation ; hence, besides victuals,, they 
deposit money with their dead. They celtebr^te the 
f&dst of. St John under a certain tree at night, 
ivhen they burn a white cock, while they sing and 
dance round the fire» 

THE JAKUTHIANS 

Have long hair, and are habited in short gar- 
ments. Their food is of three kinds ; the flesh of 
animals, wild fowl, and vegetables. Their huts 
enclose both themselves, fiimilies, and cattle. They 
are much given to idolatry; but their idols are of 
the most contemptible nature, b^g mere bun* 
dies of rags. They bury their dead in the 
earth. 
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THE MORDWANJS 

Are notorious for the love of dress, which cha- 
racterises their wotiieD,'^wboar^ immoderately fond 
of having bells, pieces of coral, &c. about their pen- 
sbhs^. These* are phlceS o^ tfi^ir caps and on their 
giitilbi^; and from thet^^n^infeerandWcfight, they are 
faot;a Kttle''c«tot!fe)raoii!^J*rj^ people are much 
ituperibr in their'' reli^uis sendib^nfe to other 
tribes.' Th^ Wei^ idoM/ and pay homag:e and 
bflfiar up priyt*s to the Supreme! Beihi; only. — 
Th^ Mbrd^ans pa;^ great attention to agricul- 
ture. • ■ •• * • '•'•• • ."' •' •■' 

•' '^^' '•• ^^^ THE OI^TIAkS 

i ■:,-..: ::•■ '>•;,-. ■....■ , . .'.: • -. 

V Ant li T&ttat tribei ratirely^this reverse of the 
^cedihgl' »^Th*y are preeminently iikfay, dastardly 
in l^dir 4[|i8postti€iii^r -^^y ignorant, and extravagantly 
(buperstitioHs 3' bot'With ali these xinpleasing»4|iiiai]de8 
they possess some virtues. They auei hospitable, 
industrious, faithful to their engagements, aud have 
an abhorrence ,£(>r« theft, .Both $exes wear a habit 
made of the stiii of the rein-deer. The men are 
en^I^yed: ii^ ;lHi^^ci£ithe b^ar, tbq womeii^ in l^iiing 
|kii4. 4Qinettti? aflTaijrs. TJioy ^re altogether heatbeus, 
and. s^te totally .ignor^pt of the Great .Supreme, 
Th^r priwijJts are-eompletc^ jugglers, and pretend tq 
^v^e ^oiniw>u o^^^ 't)ie ^lenients, to have a perfect 
Iwofvledgfi of fa^re ^y^ts,. andf like the priests of 
^ chprci^ p^. Roi^e, tbe^ absolve every Jk^ind of 
sin and species of iniquity. ' The Ostiaks be^eye« 
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that tlm Wr: wbitb they kill in hunting will enjoy 
h9ppiofts9 m 9 fotare state ; ihey sing songs over the 
de^fi c^rca^eiof tbfit aoimal,.inipleriiig its forgiveness 
for putting it to 4e«d)| and then hang up the skin» 
to which they pay every mark of respect. 

THE THEIEUTI 

RfiSEMBi.^ the othqr Tartiars as to their customs 
and mode of living; bqt llieir' theology is of a singii^ 
lar kiod; m soyne instances it approximates to 
Mabometanisn), . Thay believe in one God, tQ 
whom at the bo^r of siin-rise, they address ev«ry 
morning this short but truly em^^tic prayer ^ ^ Yip 
not, O God, strike me dead/' They, like AdussiiU 
men^ also abstain frpfH pork, but they will drmk 
brandy to excess whenever they can procure it 
Once at least in the course of a year, they make a 
sacrifice of a IfCfnsie, whose flesh they eat. stutf th^ 
skin, w^icb, with the head, is placed toward Hie 
ea^, w^erp it. remains as a standing oblation to the 
]]|^ity^ T^ . dead are sometimes interred in the 
|;rouiid9 and sometimes burnt TUs people aieisa- 
moderately fond of tobacco. 

. THE TSHULIMZIAN8, 

Like the preceding tribe, di&r oaly in jeligious 
opinions* They ar^ neither Pagai>^ or Mahometans, 
but profess the. tenets q£ ibe Russian or Gredk 
church, intO; whjdbt^.jTi^th they are .faiaptisedf but.^^ 
intermingle a, dj^l of ^.vaix supep^JUjiapis iwilb thsir 
cr^edl ^Th^ijTj i^Jl^.of ,C^tiwity w nenttrad io 
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oatward forms, sach as canyiag the cross, making 
the sign of it, abstaioiDg from eating tiie flesh of 
horses and squirrels, in r^ularly resorting to charcb; 
and in most rigidly observing the fasts of the Greek 
chur6h« . . 

THE TUNGUSIANS, 

' Another tribe of Tartars, possess some virtues 
vhich.do honour to humanity. Their disposition is 
frank and open, undisguised, and without deceit; 
patient in enduring hardships, content wilh what 
providence has allotted them, they carry on their 
occupations vrith an astonishing degree of industry, 
alacrity, and pleasure. In their professional ex* 
ertions they eminently excel in archery. Their food 
is simple, and their dress like the rest of the Tar- 
tars. Presuming, like other barbarous nations, that 
the body when painted has peculiar charms, they 
freely indulge in the Asiatic cilstom of painting 
various figures of animals, trees, &c. on it. The 
Tungusian f<»nales are alone distinguished from the 
x>tber sex by the. display of necklaces and other 
ornaments. They are pre-eminently distinguished 
for their beauty. Superstition is prevalent in the 
highest degree among them* Their deity, whom 
they designate as the god of gods, is called '^ Boa :** 
they believe, that he dwdls above the clouds, and 
that be presides over subordinate divinities. He is 
describe as omniscient, and supremely benevolent. 
With & degree of reverence worthy a better creed, 
tbey nevei* attempt to make a i^mdfe representadon 
of ithat Being whdm they conceive t6 be invmbkl. 
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There are priests who act as intercessors, and ine*. 
diafors widi this deity, and who perform ail those 
rdigik>iis rites decreed to hinu 

THE WOGULIANS, 

In their ideas of religion, adopt an eolight^tied 8ys-» 
tern. They firmly believe in one great Supreme Beings 
to whom alone homage is to be paid, die resurrection of 
the body, and its consequent re-union with the soul ; 
a future state of rewards and punishments are also 
fundamental articles of their faith. So essentially 
do they differ from the generality of the Russian 
Tartars, that they discard the idea of an evil bang, 
ar devil. Their religious ceremonies are of a plain 
and simple kind. Annually each head*of a family 
throughout the whole community meet to offer up 
sacrifices to the God they adore. Those oblations 
consists of the heads and skins of animals, which 
are mspended upon trees, the flesh constitutes at the 
same time a fine regale. 

SAMOIEDA. 

Towards the northern extremity of Rusna is 
Samoieda, a country inhabited by a people very 
much approximating in their manners and customs 
to the Laplanders. The dress of the Samoiedese 
consist in a coat of skin reaching down to th^ 
knees, fieustened by a girdle to the waist ; the residue 
of the clothing is of a simOar kind : shoes, stock** 
logs, and trowsers, are of the same materials. Asf 
covering for the whole, the skin of a black be9]r 
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is thh)wn arer the shoulders. Id sticb afroz^q 
regidti» BkaitiDg is indispensible, Imd the Datives o£ 
this country adopt a sort of skiait ahbut two feet in 
length, with which they bound along the ice with 
astonishing rapidity. The fenialeB are sedulously 
industrious ; they undergo and sustain an immensity 
of . fsltfgtl^. TTh^y Ittteod their busbarids in fhe 
chace, ftilfli ail - the domestic diities, and ; ate ' rw 
gtdly vintBiOtts. Tbe cnily dicomBtante of ootorietyr 
in theif dres8> it a 4gttigle lock of bairivHsted, whick 
hahgs downto U]eir;sUould^rs, affiled to which at 
th^ eactrenity is a kndt/- composed of a lotig i^ip of 
bark, readib]^ to^the heels. Tbe gi'ossest idolatry 
envieUpBthejSaimotedes^ ztiMfy are ft6 stupidly igno- 
rant as to o&r wortbip e?eii to the heads of btorei 
an iiiiheafdK>f dbsurdity even among, the barbarous 
tribes of Tartars. The priests ad! in various jt^glkig 
capacities, and pretend to foretel future events, and 
act in every resect 4s magicians. The mode of 
Mving of this people is like that of other drratic 
nations, dwelling occasionally in tents; and then 
abandoning them for subterraneous caverns — those 
are their vyinter hjgibifatiOBS. They have a very 
singular custom relative to the naming of their 
' iditfdren ; which is, that the child is called a^r the 
first b^mt which they me^t with upon its birtli. With 
respect to the marriage contmct, it consists merely of 
a verbal agi^emetrt ; a specification of the mutual 
desires of each party to make themsdves happy. 

The chief to^^ns of Asiatic Russia are A^tracan, 
seated atthe motith of the Volga; it is a place of 
considerable tradis. l^he RussiiEtn exports ave ftom 
tb^ce sent to Persia, across (he Gaspian Se^.-^ 
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Tobolsk afid Kurgan are considerable towns in 
Siberia ; timber is used in the streets of Tobolsk 
instead of stones, tt has a very spacious market- 
place, wherfe, besides every requisite sort of provisions^ 
there is fish in abundance. The celebrated German 
dramatic writer Kotzebue was banished to a place 
near Kurgan in Siberia. From tbat author we ex« 
tract the following animated description of the man- 
ners of the inhabitants of Kurgan. 

" The assessor/' says M. Kotzebue, " celebrated 
the festival of his patron saint, which, in Russia, 
is a more important festival thati a birth-day ; he 
came to me early in the morning, and invited me to 
his house, where, he said, I should meet all the 
|)rincipal people of the place. I went ; and on my 
arrival, was stunned by the noise of five men, whom 
ihey ckll singers. These men, turning their backs 
on the company, apply their right hands to their 
mouths, to improve the sound of their voices, and 
make as loud a noise as possible in one comer or 
the room. This was the salutation given to every 
guest on his enteting the house. An immense table 
gfoaned under the weight of twenty dishes; but I 
could see neither plates nor chairs for the accommo- 
dation of the company. The whole had the ap- 
pearance of a breakfast. The principal dishes were 
of ditferent kinds of fish, it being the season of Lent. 
The master of the house carried a huge brandy 
bottle in his hand, eager to serve his guests, who 
frequently drank to his health without any signs of 
intoxication. There was no wine, but instead of it 
our host presented us with mead, which is a gi'eat 
rarity, as there are no bees in Siberia. The guests, 

(7,8.) R 
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Ivhen they were satisfied, took their hats, and wear 
away. I felt it necessary to follow their example. 
* la the entertainment over ?' said I to the governor, 
who stood near me. ' No,' he replied ; * the com- 
pany are going home to take their naps ; and at five 
o'clock, they will be here again/ I returned at the 
appointed hour : the scene was then changed. In- 
stead of fish and brandy, the table was covered with 
cakes, raisins, almonds, Chinese sweetmeats, and a 
dry conserve of apples, cut into slices. The mis- 
tress of the house, a young and charming woman, 
now made her appearance, and with her the ladies 
and daughters of the guests. Tea, French brandy, 
and punch, were handed round to the company. 
Card tables were set, and the guests played as long 
as the brandy allowed them to distinguish the 
colour of the cards. At suppeMime every person 
retired, and the enteitainment finished." 

Thus we have endeavoured to delineate the tem- 
per, the disposition, the reigning habits, customs, and 
manners of the inhabitants of European and Asiatic 
Russia, embracing an immense population, and ex- 
hibiting in a most interesting point of view, society, 
both in- its polished and in its savage state. 
I We have already observed, that Astracan is i 
town of considerable trade ; there are a vast number 
of Indian merchants who resort there. A celebrated 
traveller, M. Pallas, makes the following observa- 
tions on the idolatry of those merchants, which he 
was eye-witness to when at Astracan : they are de- 
nominated Multanes. 

" These Multanes, whose country is now subject 
to Timur Shah of Argan, and whose language 
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bears the greatest analogy to that of the gypsies, 
perform an ablution in the Volga every evening pre- 
vious to the worship of their idols. As they have 
no appropriate place of devotion, they meet in the 
chamber of the priest, who is not a regular bramin, 
but a dervise. The pagoda, or altar, is suspended 
in a comer on the right opposite the priest's couch. 
Every thing here, as well as in the chamber of the 
Forty Indians, appeared in a more miserable state 
than formerly, since a part of this people have ab- 
jured the religion of their ancestors, and have been 
incorporated among the citizens of Astracan, with a 
view to defraud their mercantile correspondents in 
India. 

" I was struck,** continues Professor Palkts^ *' with 
the appearance of the dervise, whom I had seen for- 
' merly clothed in a robe and girdle perfectly white, 
which dress appears to be an exclusive privilege of 
the bramins ; but he now performed the religious 
ceremonies in a cloth vest buttoned up, and long 
white breeches partly covered with a reddish garb. 
* His head was not shorn like the other Indians, but 
he wore short hair, and had a round spot, stained 
with vermilion, above his nose. The other Indians, 
on the contrary, were shaved, except a tuft of hair 
on the crown of the head. They generally, after 
bathing, describe some Indian character with tur- 
meric on the forehead. 

** We were requested to pull off our shoes, or 
clean them, as the others did, before we ascended 
the elevated part of the chamber which was appro- 
priated to devotion. The dervise began the service 
with silent prayers and meditations ; some of the 
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Indians then place4 melons and other frujts oq the 
floor beside the pagoda. The dervise placed him- - 
self before the shrine of the idols, which w^s iHu- 
minated by a row oT candles in ffopt. To ^he left 
of the priest on a small i^h\e there ^as a large 
double lamp filled with tallow, and kept burning 
night and day. The mirror, suspended on the wall 
above the table, was. inverted ; to the right, on the 
floor, there yvofi a m^^l bason, with a salver which 
half covered it ; an4 on the l^ft were two cymbals 
of the janissaries, and two, small musical cups, simi- 
lar to those used by the Kalrouc Tartar priests. 
A small table was plaped biefpre the dervise, under 
the suspended pagoda, with a little censer, and a 
particular lamp wi^h five wicks. The idolatcous 
worship commenced in a loud voice ; an Indian 
pulled the string of the bells which hung at il^ 
side of the. shrine, and two others took small cym- 
bals in. their hands. They all sung an harmonious 
litany, in unison to the tinkling of the bells and 
cymbals. This hy«mn was begun by the dervi^ 
himself, with ^ sacei;dotal b^Jl in his left hand, li^e 
that used by the lam^* I^ ^he first division^ of the 
hymn, addressed to the idols, the dervise took the 
censor, and tbrqwipg some gum copal i^to it, he 
offered the incense before the shripe, upwarc^s, down- 
wards, a,nd ifi a circular ^^ection, a ceremony intend- 
ed to represent the element of air. After having.^er- 
form^d this part of t^e service, b,e took a square 
folded piece of clpth^ x^hich lay before th^ idql?, 
and move^ iX in va^ous OMicillations be^re ^oiy, %s 
symbolical of the element of thje <?ai^th. He q/Q^t 
successively lighted th^ fivQ w4c(HSL9f the lamp, wA 
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durin|^ continaed hymns, moved it in difler^t df- 
ructions before the idols, as emblematical of the 
element of fire. Having ^nished (his rite, J^e placed 
the lamp on a small salver, s^nd it was then ca^rried 
by a member of the congregation to all the won- 
sh^pipers present ; ^ach of yihfim, aiter haying reve- 
rently held his hand oyer the five flames, touched 
his eyes with hifs warm fingers: thi^ part of th^ 
ceremony being concluded, t^e priest received the 
lamp, and extinguished the five flames with its pe* 
destal, but the wick with which he had lighted them, 
he threw into the large lao^p. 

'' At length the element of water was worshipped. 
For this purpose, pure water ws|S kept re^dy ip a 
large marine shell, which was placed in a brass 
vase, supported by the right corner pf t\te pagoda. 
The dervise topk this shell, aud between the pauses 
of tl;ie sojig, he poured the water it contained with 
m^ch dexterity from a considerable l^eight into the 
half-covered cup on the floor ; awl> lastly, dipping 
hi^ hand in^q this holy y^ater, he besprinkled the 
whole congreg^Htion, who received th^ii benedictioa 
yery devputly, and ^ith Iblded Ijiandf. 

'' After th^ Utaioy was finished, the d^yi^e gave 
the cup with ^qly watei; 1^, the person who chimed 
the bells^ and si^t down togethei^ with the whole 
congregation cross-legged oa tl^ carpet ; l|e tl^^^ 
caused a, spoonful of holy wa1)er to be poi^red iqtP 
l^e palm qC es^ch person's hwd» vltf> relig<0«N»ly 
sw£^Uowed it, SL^d woiste^ed his ^e^ and ^yes w^l^ 
his. w^t }^m>: t)^e dervise ^fterw^^ t^ok t)|e re^ 
W^dier, wil^ ysUqh bet iRa|9lie4 h^ 1^94 wd eyefi* 
*4 I^P W«4 ill Wfr>^ *^_ y%^ 
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before the idols. He then said a long prayer for the 
empress, the constituted authorities, and the people. 
After this ceremony, the Indians were presented with 
<lried raisins without stones, on a plate ; and aft» 
they had all risen, plates with sugar-candy and 
Pistachio nuts were offered to the strapgers. When 
the whole ceremony was concluded, we were per- 
mitted to . approach) and make drawings of the 
pagoda, without touching any part of it At our 
request, the priest himself uncovered part of the 
idol, which was dressed in sky blue and pale rose- 
coloured silk cloaks, describing them to us by their 
names. In the back ground, elevated on a pedestal, 
in a direction from right to left, we observed the 
following: Sagenat, Tsettergun, Letseman, Rama, 
Bahart; and Lekumi. The first five were adorned 
with high moveable bonnets, the last was a repre- 
sentation of a female, dressed in a kind of turban, 
with a ring in her nose. On a lower step in the 
second row on the right side, were Murli and 
Mrohor; they were decorated with high bonnets, 
but without silk garments, and held staves in their 
right hands over their shoulders. In the midst 
there was a figure called Ashtabudsi, with eight 
arms, and crowned like Cybele : the next was a 
figure called Saddasho, in a sitting posture, with a 
round bonnet, and Honuman, an idol resembling 
Apis, with a dog's head, and rings in his ears. 
Small idols, and relics crowded together, occupied 
the fi'ont part of the shrine. Before the figures 
that held staves in their hands, we observed two 
distinguished figures of Vishnu and Brama. Further 
to the right, there were two rery prominent sitting 
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idolsy in the form of apes, with long pointed caps 
like crowns. In front of these was the figure of a 
tiger, or lioness, cast in copper, like the idols. 
Lastly, towards the comer, we noticed three figures, 
similar to the Duruma of the Mungolian lamas, 
which appeared to represent lingams ; that in the 
middle leaned on a square ' pedestal of yellow am* 
ber, in the form of an obtuse cone, studded with 
grains of rice : two other small columns rested on a 
base similar to a lamp, which represented the female 
parts of generation. In the middle was placed a 
small idol, with a very high bonnet, called Gupa- 
ledshi; at its right side, there was a lai^e black 
stone, and dn the left two smaller ones of the same 
colour, brought from the Ganges, and regarded by 
the Indians as sacred. These fossils were of the 
species called shosa, and appeared to be an im- 
pression either of a bivalve muscle with long pro- 
tuberances, or of a particular species of sea-hog. I 
have never seen among petrifEictions these stones 
with a figured elevation, by which the Indians en- 
deavour to represent certain gross indelicacies, and 
heighten the colour by yellow streaks of turmeric. 
Such stones are held in the greatest veneration 
among them. Behind the foremost idol there was a 
folded silk garment lying across. In the comer 
stood the figure of a saddled lion. There was, 
besides, an image at the head of the shrine, with 
its £auce turned towards the other idols. He 
appeared almost withered, had large ears, and 
was called Gori. The front space likewise con- 
tained the bell of the idolatrous priest, as well as his 
rosary, and a sceptre, such as is peculiar to the 
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vians. r il1iBre*«lsce;Tariea8:iBii<ii0B mhi^h/eaksMeeit 
the propriety and neceBskyi^immediBibAf 
to this advice ; the Sclavonians were so enfeebled 
and exhausted, as not to be in a state of opposing 
any foreign attack 'rrindi"na^ be mftde upon them. 
No sooner bad an alliance been entered into, than 
three princes Qf}:be Scandinavians were admitted to 
the exercise of Hhe soprerte authority in Russia; 
their names were Ruric, Sincus, and Trawor, and 
tradition reports them, . .^c.cpcding to the Russiasb 
historians, to have b^eo lyr^h^rs. They each had 
separate residences; one tAose Ladoga, in the prin- 
cipality of Great Novogorod, for his habitation; 
tba other fi^d iiis statjion at* the White Lake; while 
Truwor resided in the principality of Pleskow. 
The most cordial harmony reigned among these 
joipt 8Q^ere|gnS| until t|^^ whole government flevolved 
^pon {luriPy in icpnseq^eIlce of the death of bis two 
bl^thprs. ^oth Sincus and Truwor exercised a 
luild authority oyer their new subjects, and greatly 
e3Ltend^d the Sclavonian territory. The same line 
of o&nduct WM ^opted and followed by. Huric. If 
the behavitiiur of tbat prince when his power ^as 
divided waa so e5!W>elleilt,( the event whidi suddenly 
eWrated hini tcf indivjdi^ seyereignty had no teu-p 
deiicy to imake-biw deviate frQiQ 1^ path be had 
Utfaerto pian;iied«j ;.Hi8 ma^k^d a^tteDtion tp the pur^ 
admiiaatvatifm df j^stice wm peeqlifirly loaiuiested. 
Tiu^r^ wtoe :cei(tftiti/<officQy» lipdisr tbe crowo, d^oo* 
flaunted, fto^iiff w^ were po^^fessed of gr^atpower. 
h^ who io aoirte instancf s . hs^d exercised patty 
tjrnumy ; great /^omplainte |iad bjeen p^ade as to 
sock acts iif i^jq^tiK^; ^tfodciQi^ri^^.tp compteract 



^y rqieiition of ih^m^ isMed' s^n edtet, stficily 
mjoipiag, tifprn psk of xigid punidhtnent, to exer- 
dse their aatbority iih a ili^ atld proper manner, 
coDsisteiHt i vridi tbs principle of justice and hi>- 
maniiy.' 

The early part of the tlagsian hkt6i^ is enveloped 
in a deal of obscurity, and MflfordiSi liiso little worthy 
«f notice^ antil neanr the iWtei end ^f the tenth cen- 
tury. An enterpritittg "ptinte was thetf seated^ oil 
the Russian tbrofieJ IFWs waii= Wolodofnir, t^ho 
asramed the sovc^eigoiy m 676. The kin'gdonfi was 
ID a p^urb^ ^HLfie upott his (ioki!^ to the throne, 
but he, by wise atafd^ ftfodent in totsuVefe, restored 
peace and tfanquiHity; ^* With an ide^'of atigmentin^ 
the prosperity of his rfominionff, he*^ ftirirfed aii^ide^ 
of stren^hening his power by a fi^trifnonial' ^iahce. 
He directed his tiews in this i^petit fo the. j^tii* 
sister of the Gredc euiTperof, Bsesflitis Porpftyirt)ge^ 
nitus, the princess Anne« One apparerft great db^ 
stacle was to* be reiboTed ^e the mq^tials could be 
celebrated, this wasit diflfer6ii<^eof dpinioD in m^tter^ 
of religion : Wotodotnir was a heathen, Basilius ^ 
Christian. It has eter be^ &e case; that ofostruc- 
tions of this nature hate been more difficult to t^ 
mote than any other; iii the pfese^t ii^stance, hOw'- 
evcr, love was trhiitaphant over theological prejudice^ 
and Wolodomir ^d his liride to the altar, in con- 
sequence of his etufaraciAg C^stia^ity, and receiving; 
baptism. '- ' . 

The immense advantages derived ffom this mar* 
riage were at on<ie apparent, as it made the 
kiugdom of Russia intihiately connected with the 
patriarchate of Cdiistentinople, The royal convert 
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was zealousily splicitous for ihef coDva»ion of his 
subjects ; and, astonisbiag to relate, on the very day 
the king was baptised* twenty tbojosand of his 6ul>- 
jects \!^ere baptised aUo. : Photiuis, the. patriarch of 
Constantinople, deputed Michael Cyrus, a Greek 
ecclesiastic, to reside, in .Russia^* aod he was ap- 
pointed by Wolodomirnp^tropolifoD of that kingdom. 
Thus was the present established religion of the 
igreat empire of Rufisia first propagated. 

The Russian aqn^jis record an anecdote of this 
. monarch which reflects high honow.on his memory, 
and evidences the siqcenty of his, attachment to the 
new religion he had embraced :-— Polygamy and 
concubinage are forbidden by the laws of Chris* 
tianity ; and this fact being explained to Wolodomur 
prior to being baptised, he. discarded all his wives, 
and eight hundred concubines, and persuaded twelve 
of his ill^timate sons to be baptised with him tba 
same day as he was. 

The consequences of the connection with the 
Greek emperor were. not merely the complete abor 
lition of paganism, but an introduction of habits of 
civilization ; the arts were encouraged, ai)d the 
language of the cpuntry improved. It was at 
this sera that Greece abounded with learned pro*- 
fessors; Wolodomir invited many of those eminent 
fscholars to reside in Russia, Public schools were 
also established to render th^. progress of science 
more easy to a people hitherto buried in the grossest 
i^iorance. 

After swaying, the sceptre ;0f Russia, with glory to 
himself, and benefit to his country, Wolodomir died 
A. Dt lOOS. ^ This priuce left^^fjsimfly of twelve sons 
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behind him,^ among whom he enjoined the govern- 
ment to .be equally divided. It is not a little sin- 
g»larp that a man of such sound ability and penetration 
as this monarch unquestionably was, should have 
been guilty of such an error of judgment. He could 
not have adopted a surer method of exciting feuds 
and jealousies in the breai^ts of his children, and of 
Jcindling the James of fraternal discord. Such was 
the event : the brothers took up arms against each 
other. Suantepolk, having endeavoured to wrest 
from two, of his brothers dominions appertaining to 
them, was frustrated in his design, and fled for refbge 
to the court of a neighbouring sovereign, Boleslaus 
king of Poland. His cause being espoused, occa- 
sioned a war to. break out between the Russians 
and the Poles. Jarislaus, one of the sons of Wolo- 
domir, headed the Russian troops ; but he was de- 
feated with a great loss of roen^ and part of his 
dominions. 

luQensed at the ill fortune which had attended 
him^ Jarislaus turned his arms against some of hi^ 
brothers, who had hitherto been in peaceful enjoy-' 
ment of their territories, and ultimately succeeded 
in gaining possession of them. Flushed with this 
success, he made a rash attempt to revenge himself 
for the . disgrace he had incurred in his defeat by 
the Poles: he rushed forth impetuous to battle, but 
again was conquered, and imperiously obliged to' 
submit, to the authority of Boleslads, as a vassal and' 
tributary prince. . , 

In the reign of Boleslaus's successor, the Russians 
revolted.; but happily the progress of the war vias 
arrested by a jpatrimonial treaty, which terminated 
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in the marriaga of Micedaus die Second/ king of 
Poland^ to the mat of Jarislaos, tkus cenentiag 
harmony and union between the two nations. Al- 
though a spirit of culpable aaofaition had prompted 
Jarislaus to make an ufyusstifiable attack upcm hjs 
brethren, yet, when hb throne was eataUished in 
peace, he acted the part crf'a wise and great inonarck, 
treading in the steps^ and improving upon the example 
of his excellent father. He drew up a code of laws 
for the government of his subjects of Novogored. 
This was the first syi^eei of legialMion ever known 
in Russia. Sensible that a good education is the 
surest way to ensure respect to the Iaws> be estab* 
lished a school for tibree humlred pupils at Novo- 
gored. His attachmeot to teaming was a tnrfy 
honourable trait la bis character. He devoted fre« 
quently those hours »et apart for rest t^ study. In 
fine, Jarislaus greatly reMttbled our ilkistribue 
Alfred the Great. This monarch died >6^19, and 
left five sons, among whom he directed his domi- 
nions to be divided^ it wa» remarkable, fbat 
Jarislaius should not ibvesee tike disastrous conse-^ 
quences which must inevitably result from a devia^- 
tion from the Law of hereditary aaeeessiaii^ especially' 
as he himself had beei» so active an agent in the late 
civil wars. The mas of Jarislaus, like the sons of 
Wolodomir, were iu' a state of wav&re vnth aaeh 
other, and the Poles took advantage of the internal 
state of the kingdom* Bussia mkiained in a most 
disastrous situation until the year 1237, wben that 
kingdom was tot^ly subd«ie<^ by the Tartars. 

Batto Battus, the khan of Tartary, was the con- 
queror; and he imposed tfie moat tyrannical exac- 
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tioos mi the vanquished. He inside not only the 
lUissian princes pay homage to him, bnt he caused 
only those who were devoted to his cause to be 
ebyated to the throne; but ihe naost mortifying 
circumatance, so disgraceful to Russian iiidepen« 
deoce, was^ that Ihe vassal prince should every year 
personally bring to the Idi^n of Tartary on foot^ or 
Id his ambassador, the tribute with which he was 
assessed. This was not all; the most disgusting 
lUsrks.of abject suboMsskm was required : the .Rus- 
sian prioce was to prostrate himself before the khan 
or bis representative, bflfer him milk to drink ; and 
in case any drops should accidentally fall to the 
ground, he was then to stretch himself on the ground, 
and lick them up. 

After thii^ «ra of national disgrace, Russia sue* 
cessively became a prey to the incursions of surround- 
ing m^ns. At one time it was attacked by the 
Foles, at another by a sort of religious knight 
errants, who designated themselves as" The Knights 
of Livonia ;'' or^ *^ Brothers of the Short Sword.** 
To oppose :d)ese invaders, the Russians had the 
powerAi) auxiliary aid of ihe Tartars ; but even their 
united strength was madequate t<y the contest. 
Pleskow was captured by the army of Livonia, 
while that of Poland made an easy conquest of 
Black Russia, the Ukraine, and other parts. It 
was the victorious army of Casimir the Great, king 
of Poland, which achieved these conquests : he even 
made ei claim to the throne of Russia, and ab- 
solutely became master of the greater part of that 
country, whifch he annexed to the kingdom of 
Poland. 
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( Th^ gOTerament of the Poles was so bwrsHf^d 
rigid as to make Casimir's new subjects very uneasy 
under the yoke ; their manners, customs, and religion^ 
were at variance. The Poles viewed the Russians 
as barbarians ; while, on the other hand, the Russians 
considered the Poles as ruthless tyrants: certain it 
is, that the situation of the former was wretched in 
the extreme. Thus writhing under the lash of the 
conqueror, the Russians waited only for an oppor^ 
tunity to make an effort to regain their liberty. Such 
an opportunity having offered, they flew to arms ; 
but the military discipline of the Polish army over* 
came every obstacle, and Casimir encamped his 
troops on the banks of the Vistula, to cover himself 
again with the laurels of victory, 
^: Providence at length raised up, in the person of 
Demetrius Ivanovitz, a Russian hero of no small 
fame. He made the most enei^etic e:sertions to 
deliver his country from the yoke of bondage. He 
collected an army at Moscow, from whence he 
inarched against the enemy. The Tartars, who 
had so recently been the allies of Russia, were now 
its enemies. Demetrius had an engagement with 
the khan, whom he several times defeated ; and 
assumed to himself the title of ** Grand Duke of 
Muscovy.** This brave man, after nobly encoun** 
tering the enemies of his country, perished iu 
battle. 

The young duke of Muscovy, BasSius D^netrevits^ 
inherited the talents of his father. He amply re- 
venged his father's death, drove the Tartars out of 
his dominions, and conquered Bulgarias .But he 
exposed himself to danger by making an injudicious 
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aiiiance with the Poles, who could ^pt Ibrgiet th^tt 
the Husgians had been under their authority. With 
the mask of friendship they acceded to a treaty 
i/vhich they well knew how to parti to their owa 
advantag)e. 

Denietrevitz, although he had H soq, yet left his 
crown to his brother Gregory. The right heir to the 
throne appealed to the people against his uncle's 
usurpation, and the character of the usurper was 
a favourable circumstance for the young prince, 
Gr^ory used his power in trampling upon the rights 
of his subjects, and exercising a most despotic 
tyranny. £asilius Demetrevitz was recognised as 
the legitimate spvereign, and as such he was pro- 
claimed. The Tartars also agreed to support his 
just pretensions. A civil war now commenced ; 
aod Gregory banished his nephew to the principality 
of Uglitz. The usurping tyrant did not long survive 
this event, and upon his death Demetrevitz made Iiis^ 
puUic entry into Moscow. 

Gregory had two sons, Andrew and Demetrius, 
who were resolved to retain possession; if possible^ 
of their father's regal authority. Hearing of the 
wtum of Basilius tlieir cousin to Moscow, they laid 
siege to that city, and having gained possession of it, 
they ordered BasiHus to be sent prisoner to a monasn 
tery at Troitz, where his eyes were barbarously put 
out. Enraged at this act of craelty, the inhabitants 
of Moscow flew to arms, and drove Andrew and 
Demetrius out of. the city, and again placed Basi«^ 
lius on the throne. The blind Basilius did not long 
,eujoy the crown ; and dying, he left it to his sou 
John Basilovitz I. A 11 the Russian historians agree 

(7,8.) T 
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in Stating that, prior to the time of Peter the Krst, 
he was the greatest of the Russian sovereigns, and 
that he laid the foundation of that magnificence and 
grandeur attached to the Russian empire, which 
Peter afterward completed.. When John ascended 
the throne, he was merely a petty vasssd prince. 
He meditated how and by what means he not 
only could free himself from the shackles of slavery, 
but also extend his dominions and aggrandise his 
territories. He had connected himself by marriage 
with the duke of Tever; and in consequence of 
some dispute with his father-in-law, he deposed him, 
and added his duchy to the dominions of Russia* 
That country was still in subjection to the Tartars, 
and it was the grand design of John to emancipate 
himself from that state of bondage. 

An event which occurred at this time tended to 
excite him to attempt this grand work of deliverance. 
His first wife being dead, the duke of Muscovy 
married Sophia, the daughter of Thomas Paleologus, 
This lady was of an heroic and magnanimous dis- 
position. She incessantly urged the necessity of 
relieving the country from its oppressors, and her 
admonitions were not lost upon her husband. Ba- 
silovitz immediately concerted measures for an 
attack upon the Tartars ; and such success attended 
him, tl^at he became master of Casan, and was there 
crowned king with the Tartar diadem. : 

Novogorod, which had long been in the hands oi 
the Tartars, was retaken; but it required much, 
blood and treasure to reduce it to obedience. Such 
a* determined resistance was made to die besiegers, 
that seven years elapsed ere it yielded to the con-. 
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querors ; but Basilovitz was amply repaid by the 
terror which the capture of that city spread around 
the country. His fame attracted the notice of neigh- 
bouring potentates ; his alliance was eagerly solicited, 
and many subordinate princes paid homage' to 
him. 

Having thus subdued the Tartars, Basilovitz 
turned his victorious arms upon the Poles, whose 
enmity to Russia had been so fatally and so fre- 
quently demonstrated. He marched his army into 
Lithuania, and Poland humbly sued for peace, 
which was granted for a short time ; but in a subse- 
quent attempt Basilovitz was not so successful, for 
his army was routed. The residue of the reign of 
this monarch was inglorious, and formed a sad con- 
trast to the splendour which had encircled him 
during the former part of his administration. Sophia 
had been intriguing to advance the children she had 
by Basilovitz to the throne. Unfortunately, her 
husband was so misguided as to listen to her ad* 
vice ; and he immediately cancelled the claim of his 
grandson Demetrius^ as bis successor, and ordered 
him to be committed to prison, and the eldest son 
of his queen Sophia, Gabriel, was declared pre- 
sumptive heir to the crown. When, however, on 
his death-bed, the stings of conscience produced a 
change of sentiment, he sensibly felt the injury he 
had done to Demetrfes : he sent for him, expressed 
his regret for the rash act he had committed, and 
made a public declaration, that he was by right, and 
should be his successor in the throne. Soon after 
which he expired, 1505. 

Thus died, after a reign of fifty-five years, John 
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Basil'ovitz tbe First, a monarch of great enterprize, 
singular talent, and famous for his diilitary exploits. 
He was the first who took the title of Czar of Mus- 
covy. The hour of his decease was the signal for 
file committal of a daring outrage: Gabriel, the 
eldest son of the czarina Sophia, by her instigation^ 
ordered Demetrius to be sent to prison, where he 
fell a sacrifice to cold and hunger ; in consequence 
of which nefarious act, (jrabriel Ivanonitz was 
6rowned by the name of Basilius. The circum- 
stances of the country of Poland were such as to 
indicate a spirit of revolution, of which Basilius was 
resolved to profit ; but his expectations were frus- 
trated by the Poles sv\ earing ali^iance to a new 
elected sovereign Sigismund the First. Resolved 
to extend his territories, Basilius with a large army, 
entered Lithuania, and laid siege to Smoiensko. 
Notwithstanding the spirited resistance of the in- 
habitants, it was oh the point of surrendering, iyhen 
the agreeable intelligence was received of the near 
advance of a great army, composed of Poles and 
Tartars, to its relief. In consequence of which the 
Ilussians abandoned the siege, and made a precipi- 
tate retreat, and Basilius Mras constrained to make 
p^ace with Poland, 

• The aspiring disposition of the Russian monarch 
caused him to make a glaring infringement of the 
treaty into which he had been forced to enter ; and 
having assembled a great force; he encamped his 
^rmy near Pleskow ; and the Poles, little suspecting 
hii? treachery, received him with unequivocal mark^ 
of friendship and respect. By setrret machinations 
i6f the agents of B^lsilius, the constituted authorities 
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of Pleskow were basely assassiaated, and the gates 
were thrown opeii to the Rusdians. In consequence^ 
of this event, the city of Smolensko surrendered to 
the czar, who commanded the generalissimo tif his 
forces, Iran Czeledin, to march into the duchy of 
Lithuania, with an army of eighty thousand uien^ 
The effective force of the Poles was only thirty-five 
thousand; a battle ensued on the banks* of the 
Dnieper ; the attack tvas made by the Lithuanians, 
who were warmly received by the Russians^ who^ 
with imprudent impetuo^ty*, rushing upon the enemy^ 
were placed in a most critical situation. The Polish 
cavalry made great liavod, and the RtKssians sus^ 
stained k complete defeat. In endeavouring to 
escape being put to the sl^ord^ great numbers were 
drowned in atteitipting to cross the Dneiper. Among 
the prisoners who were* taken was Czeledin, the 
Russian general, to whosie « imprudence the loss of 
the battle* was owing. , 

When intelligence was conveyed to Basilius of 
the loss of this- battle, he immediately fled to th^ 
capital of his empire. Prosperous as his i^tgn had 
hitherto been, a reverse of fortune now attended 
Basilius ; his dominions were invaded by the bart- 
barians who inhabited Crim Tartary ; and, to aug- 
ment his misfortunes, his army in Livonia was ea^ 
tirely routed ; dnd the invasion of the Tartars tras 
crowned with such success, as to eiiabld them to 
become masters of Moscow. Basilius had dis- 
patched his brother Andrew to oppose their pro- 
gress, but he vi^as repulsed with great loss.-^ 
Terrified and alSVigbted, that czar who had but h 
short time beftn^ made ^bitioos attacjcs upoti 
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neigbhouring dominions, was brought to so humi- 
liating a situation,, as to be obliged to secrete him- 
self under a haycock as he was travelling from 
Moscow to Novogorod, to avoid a detachment of 
the enemy. The consequence of the rapid successes 
of the Tartars was» that Basilius was compelled to 
sign a formal deed of vassalage to them^ by which 
he engaged to pay a specific sum of money by way 
of poll for the head of every one of his subjects. 
It is natural for conquerors, especially among Bar- 
barous nations, to make a pompous display of their 
sovereignty: this was the case with the Tartar 
chief, who had captured the capital of Russia; he 
ordered his own statue to be erected in Moscow, : 
a sight disgusting to the Russians, as ever placing 
before their eyes their degraded state and situation ; 
and, to £11 up the measure of BasiUus's humiliation, 
the Tartar chief forced him to come in person to 
Moscow, to pay the first tribute money. How ago- 
nising must the feelings of that unfortunate prince 
have been to behold his chief city in the hands of 
bis enemies, and a statue of the conqueror placed 
full in his view. After thus gratifying his pride and 
-revenge, Machmetgerei (for. that was the name of 
the Tartar) left Moscow, taking with him an immense 
booty, and prisoners, to. the amount of eighty 
thousand, who were, all consigned to ignominious 
an^ cruel slavery/ Basilius died 1533, and his son 
Ivan succeeded hipa on the throne ; he was a minor, 
being only five years of age. There were two 
brothers of the late monarch who survived him, 
the infancy of the new sovereign was a fair op- 
portunity fbr their conspiring to deprive him of the 
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crown. Their manoeuvres, however, Were unsuty 
cessfal, as the guardians of the young prince kept a 
watchful eye upon the conduct of his uncles. But 
if the domestic tranquillity was thus happily pre* 
served, the public peace was interrupted by tlie 
unprovoked aggression of the Poles, who, however, 
were checked in their hostile career. BasiKus, ere 
he had arrived to the age of twenty, ga^e symp* 
toms of a wise and enlightened policy. Charles the 
Fifth was at this time emperor of Germany, and his 
fame had reached the shores^ of Muscovy^ and* Ivan 
dispatched a splendid embaMy to compliment -that 
illustrious n^onarch^ and to form a treaty of alliance 
with him. The Russian ambassador was instructed 
to solicit the empieror to enter into a league with 
him s^inst the Turks : Ivan also requested that 
priests might be sent to instruct him and his siib-^ 
jects in the tenets of the I^tin churchy Nor was 
this all; the embassy embraced subjects of the 
highest consequence. The emperor Charles was 
solicited to send to Russia men. skilled in the 
science of legislation and jurisprudence, as ako 
artists and mechanics of every description. In re- 
turn for these favours, Ivan offered to pay the em- 
peror annually two toris of gold for the space of 
twenty years. Charles was highly pleased with the 
liberality of the Russian monarch, and readily com- 
plied with his request. Three tiundred German 
artists engaged to emigrate to Russia, and who 
were ordered by the ambassador to repair to Lu« 
bee on their route to Moscow, but here an unex 
pected interruption took place. 

The inhabitants of Lnbec were great monopolisers 
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of the catnoierce of the north ; it is Qatorat to sup- 
{)Ose that they would view this amigmtion with a 
jealous eye, as injurious to the commercial interests 
ef G/Qrmmif. A memorial was accovcline^ly drawn 
•up, atid preenented to the empc^or^ in which was 
|K>]V9^r£iilly stated the inexpodiency and impohcy of 
^ovdii% instrujation to a foreign nation by initiating 
4hftn: iiHo biraiiches Of science,, by which the export 
luade musJt gi^dually be di:mini$hed. This memo- 
rial ocQa§ioqed n moil; matarbl alteratiion to take 
phbe. The artiste and meohaoics, instead of pro- 
ic^eseding to Russia, r^eturned to thek own homes ; 
iimd» wlKsn the Jii^^ian ambassador . arrived at 
XiUhec, he was .immediately put under ^i^^e^,; jbut be 
i^eaped &om 3m confineyaient, and uppn his arrival 
jst Mjoscow^ gave a m^utnful statemetit of the issue 
jqf his embassiy, which greaUy enraged Ivan. 

The emperor Charlos ilpq^bestiooably acted im- 

^litie in so readily acceding to a measure which, at 

first 'Sigbt, appeared inimii^al to tt^ national com- 

''llierce and prosperity ; but after the grant had been 

^given^ the persons selected, and the whole business 

. afr9Qged» it was equally un\vise, npt to say ungene- 

jrpus^ to rescind the order and l^C^l the emigrants. 

As for the arrest of the ambassador, it appears to 

have been the sole act and* deed of the merchants of 

Lubec. 

Howeyer enraged Ivan Basijovitz was af; the 
failure of his embassy, he thought it most prudent to 
stifle his indignation : to divert his thoughts from so 
unple^j^ant a subject, he prepared an expedition 
against the Tartars who inhabited Casan. This 
formed a campai^ of seven years but it terminated 
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gloriously. Hie Casan Tartars were subjugated; 
and became tributary to Russia ; the capital alone 
maintained its independence, by resisting the Russian 
army, which laid siege to it, and which it was unable 
to reduce, the siege was therefore raised. In 1571; 
the Crim Tartars, with an anny of seventy thousand 
men, invaded ihe Russian dominions. The enemy's 
army pstssed the Volga, and marched within eighteen 
trei^ts of Moscow, where a battle took place, which 
proved fatal to the Russians. Moscow was imme* 
diately entered by the victorious army, and a scene 
of desolation was exhibited. The churches were set 
oil fire, and the houses pillaged and plundered; 
The czar: Ivan had left the city as soon as he re-^ 
ceived the intelligence of the defeat of his army, and 
he retired to a neighbouring monastery, whibh was 
strongly fortified. After the city had been entirely 
despoiled of every article of value, the houses were 
all set on fire, and the whole city, which embraced 
the circumference of forty miles, was. reduced to 
ashes. This was but trivial in comparison ot 
the immense number of persons who lost their lives 
during the dreadful cpnfiagration and saclcing of the 
city. It has been estimated that upwards of one 
hundred and twenty • thousand persons perished* 
The Tartars were not able, however, to gain pos- 
session of the castle of Moscow ; and having 
loaded themselves with booty, they marched away« 

Ivan, though relieved from so cruel smd formic 
dable an enemy, was destined to be involved ia 
hostilities. Scarcely had the Tartars . retired, thaii 
he was attacked by the Poles and Swedes^ tbt 
latter of whom defeated the Russians^ and. the 
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<^9T was eompdled to negockto a peace ; but, in 
Id79, the Raasian dommioss were again invaded 
by the Pole8. The grounds of this attack were as 
follow. Poland bad loog u^de a claim to a con^ 
^iderable part of the Russian empire^ Battori, an 
enterprising and ambitious man, was the reigning 
sovereign of P^bnd, and be meditated not merely 
the acquisition c^ that territory which he pretended 
to belong to Polaad^ but the complefe conquest of 
Russia. For this purpose he raised a formidable 
and welUdisciplbed army» with which an invasion 
was made of the Russian dominions. The Russians 
iisere nnaUe to cope with the superior discipline of 
the Poles ; and after many unsuccessful attempts to 
arrest the progress of the invaders, a treaty was 
entered into» but finally rejected by the Poles. In 
addition to this hostile army of .Poland^ Russia 
had to contend with Sweden* At length a treaty 
was concluded with Poland, but Swed«2 remained 
still at war. with Ivan for some time after^ when a 
peace* was agreed on between those two northern 
powers. 

' It vias the ill fete of this prince never long to 
enjoy the blessings of peace* No sooner had one 
nation ceased to attack him, than another appeared 
in warlike array agaiosA him* AlKady bad his 
dominions been invaded by the Polesi the Swodes> 
and the Tartars, when, by the treaty with Sweden 
ke Qiight have flattered himself with the prospect of 
oontimied peace, Ivan was suddenly attacked by the 
iFaktacs, by whom his ^army w^as defeated. He did 
Mt long survive* this unfortunate. event. He died 
Anno 1684. 
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III die (iharactef of this prince we perceive traito 
of pre-eraineDt ability. His energy oi tnind M^ae ex- 
emplified io the embassy to Germany ; be wished to 
cause his subjects to emerge from a state of barba- 
rism. Io the field of battle he was brave and skilfuh 
His talents appear to have ejccited the enmity and 
jealousy of the neighbouring nations; and hence 
arose those continued wars which disturbed his 
reigu. 

Ivaili Basflovitz was succeeded in the throne by 
bis son Theodore^ who was a lamentable evidence^ 
that talents are not hereditary. Theodore was no- 
torious for his imbecility ; and the head being thus 
weak^ the wh<^ body became faint. Intestine divi- 
sifBs rent the empire ; and amidst the confusion of 
the nation, ihe brother-in^aw of Theodore, a Russian 
noblemaa named Oudenoni usurped the crowu^ 
The ambition of this man might have been tolerated, 
iiad it not prompted him to an act of great atrocityi 
Theodone had a brother, named Demetrius, who 
was only nine years, of age :' Gudenon was jealous 
of such a rival, and was resolved to remove him out 
of the way, he therefore caused him to be assassin 
nated ; and, jarful of so black a crime being divulgedi^ 
the murderer himself was murdered. There is little 
doubt that these vile acts excited him to perpetrate 
one stiU viler. The deposed ^zar was poisaned» 
and public suspicion jpoint^d to Gudenon as the 
person who administei]0d it. Having thus raised 
himself by the basest means to the crown, and waded 
to the throne through bloody he assumed the impe- 
rial authority. 
'We maat not, howeyeri^pass over the hypocritical^ 
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manner in which he acted in taking the crown, 
^hen his minions had prevailed upon the people to 
make him an offer of the crown, he made numerous 
excuses to be freed from accepting of it; it was a 
long time ere he would give his assent, and at length 
only upon condition of his success in a pretended 
expedition against tlie Tartars: but the fact was, 
that no body of Tartars had made their appearance ; 
it was merely a stratagem, but by that manner he- 
made the people compel him to accept the crown. 
To secure himself from any rivalship» he collected 
an army of five hundred thousand mien, upon the 
same pretext of repelling the Tartar invasion. The 
usurper, however vile his private character, main* 
tstined the honour of his country. He concluded a 
peace with Poland, and formed an alliance vnth 
Sweden. Divine Providence, however, raised up a 
formidable enemy to this blood-staiued usurper iu 
the person of an impostor, who proclaimed that he 
was Demetrius, the young prince whom Gudenon 
had caused t6 be assassinated. This young man 
formed an alliance with the Poles, and greatly 
disturbed the peace and repose of the usurper, 
and made the crown totter on his head during the 
remaining years of his reign. 

T^e Russian historians give a most afiecting ac« 
count of a horrible famine which prevailed in M os* 
cow during the reign Of this prince. Thousands 
6f persons Were to be seen laying dead in the streets, 
with their miouths full of hay, straw, or even the 
filthiest substances. Parents preyed updn their 
children, and children upon their parents. Corpu- 
lency in a person was sure to occasion bun to fall 
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the first sacrifice in a family to the dreadfiil cravings 
of hunger. A woman \iras observed biting pieces 
out of the flesh of her child as she was carrying it 
along the streets. In another instance, four women 
having ordered a peasant to come to their house to 
receive a small sum of money, killed both him and 
his horse, and hterally devoured them both. The 
horror of these scenes was increased by the long 
duration of the famine, which lasted three years, 
during which time upwards of five hundred thousand 
people perished ! 

In reviewing the character of Gudenon, there 
appears a strong resemblance to that of our Richard 
the Third. The measures by which he elevated 
himself to the throne, the art and hypocrisy he dis- 
played ere he accepted the crown, was like that of 
the crook-backed tyrant; and he appears to have 
been in no respect deficient in those qualifications re* 
quisite for a great sovereign. 

The succeeding czar, Theodore Borrissovitz, met 
with much opposition from the mock Demetrius, 
who was soisuccessfiil as to depose Theodore, and 
seated himself on the throne. He formed a matri- 

s 

monial connection with a Polish princess, but . his 
reign was of short duration. He was killed in an 
insurrection of his subjects. The chief fomenter of 
the sedition was named Zuski, who, in his turn, 
assumed the imperial authority. His rdign was 
turbulent, arising from the incessant attacks of the 
Poles and Swedes. . Zuski was deposed in the year 
1610, and the throne of Russia was filled by a 
Polish prince, Uladislaus, son of Sigisraund king of 
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Such wfts the rooted animosity of the Pol^ to 
the Russians, that although the sovereign of Russia 
was the son of their nionaFcfa» yet the uar was 
carried on with unabated fwy. Enraged at the 
protracting of a war of so unnatural a aa4ure, the 
Poles, who resided in great numbers at Moscow, 
were suddenly attacked by the Russians ; the for* 
naer immediately set fire to. the city in various parts, 
and while the Russians were engaged in endeavour^ 
ing to extinguish the flames, and save their lamiliel^ 
from the fury of the devouring elecnent, the Poles 
fell upon them with their swords, and one hundred 
thousand Russians were massacred in cold blood. 
This sanguinary deed naturally called aloud for 
vengeance, and the Poles were ultimately expelled 
and driven not only front Moscow, bot from the 
Russian dominions* 

A Russian was now elected to fill the vacant 
throne ; the choice fell upon Theodovitz Romanoff, 
a nobleman of good fiimily and great talents ; he 
was only seventeen years of age. His death hap>* 
pened in 1 646, and his son Alexis ascended the 
throne, which he found encircled with trouble. He 
was p^petually exposed to commotions either from 
forei^ or domestic foes. The reign of his son and 
successor, Theodovitz Alexisovitz, whose virtues 
and talents endeared him to his sul^ects, died in 
1682, and was* succeeded by one of the greatest 
sovereigns that ever swayed a sceptre, his brother 
Peter the First, better knowil by the name o£ Peter 
the Great 

Theodore had another brother besides Peter, 
namely John ; but in consequence of a great iofinnity. 
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the czar left the government of the empire to his 
brother Peter, An opposition was, however, rallied 
to the new emperor ; and John, owing to the in* 
trigues of the princess Sophia, aunt to the yoai^ 
princes, was proclaimed emperor, that, princess 
assuming the government as regent ; but her power 
was little exercised, for conspiring against the life 
of her nephew Peter, the plot was discovered ; the 
regent was displaced, and the immortsd Peter the 
Great took the sovereignty, his brother John retaior 
ing only the nominal title. 

Before we afiter upon the history of the military 
exploits of this illustrious hero, we shall give a variety 
of anecdotes relative to his private life, for which we 
stand indebted to an interesting and authentic work, 
derived from the authority of M. Stehling, menaber 
of the council of state to the empress CaUiarine the 
Second, from which pleasing volume' we are proud 
to make copious es^tn^cts. 

The enfperor Alexisovitz, the father of Peter, was 
unfortunately left a widower. He was in habits of 
condescending familiarity with his nobles; some* 
times he would occasionally call in upon them, 
sans ceremonie, and dine' or sup, as he might feel 
disposed. He one day visited^ the house of a noble- 
man, named Matweof : he observed the cloth laid 
for dinner; and, with a degree of pleasantry which 
approximated to his character, he said, '^ Matweof, 
1 will dine with you to-day, but upon condition that 
no one shall be displaced on my account." In a 
short tinie after, the lady of the Russian nobleman, 
with a young girl, entered the room, and seated 
themselves at the taWe. The emperor was reserved. 
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but contiEmed ogling the young female. After dinnen 
he thus addressed Malweof : " I know your wife, I 
have seen your son, but I was ignorant you had a 
daughter ; why did you never mention her to me ?'* 
** Sire," replied Matweof, " because the young person 
you have thus noticed is not my daughter, she is 
the daughter of one of ray friends." " Well," re- 
plied the czar, ** she is a very pretty girl, and ap- 
pears of an amiable disposition." " I can assure 
your majesty," said the nobleman, " that she is more 
amiable thaii beautiful: her temper is admirable; 
she is gentle, modest, and industrious." " Well," 
said, the emperor, ** we must make endeavours to 
marry her well." " Yes, sire," rejoined Matweof, 
^' I am endeavouring to find out ^, good husband 
for her, sire ; but it is not an easy thing, for fortune 
in these times is an indispeusible requisite, and she 
has none. *' I will myself think of a suitable match," 
said the emperor, '^ for her ; do you also look out 
for one, and in a few days we will see each other 
again." The czar then took his leave. 

A little time after, Alexis saw Msctweof again : 
'^ Well, have you succeeded in finding a husband 
for your pretty ward ?'* ** Sire," replied Matweof, 
** I have thought of one or two that might suit her ; 
but hitherto I have had no opportunity of mak-ig a 
direct proposal on her account ; and besides I fear, 
as I have already told your majesty, that her want 
of fortune will be an obstacle." " Then," exclaimed 
the emperor, ** I have made a greater progress ia 
this afiair than you, Matweof; for I think I have 
found a suitable husband for her, and I hope she 
will not refuse him. He is rich enough for botii,^ 
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good natered^ jvirtuoue, mil .uii sdi it: wsrjc good 
situation.'* Matweof wm& oEenwhiekned , ivilh gmti- 
tude; and in broken accents, said, 'SSire> may I 
T^nture to^ask^outonajeBty upon^iarbom ^pour choice 
has fallen ?" *' You sbedl sooiDknQw^il,''>Mplied the 
czar ;\'lm die meto tioaie, conduct sne. to ^Dor fair 
.protig^e, J ^illhave some, conirersation ^ith her on 
thov subject^'' j The eiuperor .was immediately led* to 
the ^>aYtaient of Uic young kd;^, to ^whom - he madp 
4Home equiy beat offers, bat without discov^ng' him- 
self* Upon leaving her, he took Matweof by the 
hand, 'i My -friend," said he, ^ I will keep: you no 
longer in suspense; I am moir^i and more',diaitne4 
^tb Natalia ; (for that was her name) the husband 
whom J design for her is myself." Matweof imme- 
diatdy threw ^ himself at thefeetof ^his sovewign; 
andy after acknowledging the high honour intended 
for his ward, said toJhim, -** Sire, < I have broaght up 
Natalia; she is in 4S(ome degree related to^me, and 
/I rejcHce in^her good fortune as much as if Ishe was 
my own daughter ; but as I majr be acoueed of 
having employed art and 4ieduction to pk*ompt yow 
majesty to >Mieb an alliance, I beseteh you not to 
make' known -your, intention immediately. Let the 
most beautifid young wojnen of the. empire be as- 
seteli(p3, according to custdm. Natalia will be 
admitted into ' the jiumber: you can then declare 
your choice ; imd 4hus your majesty will obtain your 
wishes without exposing me to the hatred and 
jealousy of the nobles and the court'' The czar 
approved of this plan, and- published an edict, in 
which he expressed his intention of marrying again, 
and his desire of choosing a wife from among the 
(7, 8.) X 
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'daughters of th6 nobilitjr. When the females were 
^sembled, Natalia was selected as the object of the 
emperor's choice. - He loved her ; and the yooDg 
cziBuina became the most amiable and best of wives : 
she. was the mother of Peter. 

There was a comrt of judicature established in 
Russia in 1670, which was denominated *^ The Secret 
Chancery." This was a most despotic tribunal Any 
person who accused another, by pronouncing the 
words iSbm i deh^ was compelled to receive die knout 
three times ; and if, after this, he still persisted in his 
accusation^ the accused was condenmed to suffer 
death by the same punishment, A brave Swedish 
officer, in the service of the czar Peter^ had by soine 
ineaniB incurred the hatred of his servant, who accused 
him before the court of secret chancery of conspiring 
against the life of the emperor. The officer, twice 
underwent the punishment of the knout, widiout his 
servant retractii^ the accusation, the officer was now 
about to be consigned to the hands of the execu- 
tioner, when the czar, reflecting upon the lexcellent 
character this officer had hitherto borne, and the 
probability that, notwithstsoiding the accusation ot 
his senant, he might be innocent, determined to save 
his life. He immediately, in company with a priest, 
- entered into a rigid examination of the accuser, and 
at length succeeded in extorting a confession from 
him declarator}' of the innocence of his master: 
upon which Peter ordered him immediately to be 
brokira upon the wheel; 

i The intre[»dtty of the emperor was astonishingly 

dis{^yed in the following instance. Intelligence 

; was conveyed to him, that two, persons, whose 
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Barnes were inentionedy were the ringleaders of a 
banditti, who had engaged in a plot against his life, 
and had fixed upon carrying it into execution on a 
Friday, at one o'clock, on which day the emperor 
was expected to dine with some of his friends at a 
country-house near Petersbui^. Peter sent a letter 
to the captain of his^ard, with orders for him to re* 
pair at eleven o'clock with some troops to the house 
where the conspirators were to assemble, and to 
surround them. The ozar, mistaking the hour, went 
alone at ten o'clock to the house where the conspi- 
rators were sitting. ** Upon his approach, seeing 
neither captain or soldiers, he in his own mind, ac» 
cused the former of great negligence, and hesitated 
whether or not he should retire ; but the uncertainty 
of events, the mistake or possible infidelity of his 
officer, the peril of the moment — every thing, in 
short, concurred to make him resolVe upon braving 
the danger to which he had unwarUy exposed him- 
self* He immediately entered the house where his 
enemies were concealed, presented himself in the 
midst oCthem ; and, after eyeing them stedftotly one 
after another, took a chair, and seatted himself. The 
astonished chiefs looked first at each other, and then 
at Peter, as if doubting what course they should 
pursue : at length one of them said, ' Is it time ?' 
His companion answered, * No, not yet/ Upon 
which the czar jumped up and seizing him by the 
throat, exclaimed, ' If this is not the time for ycu^ 
wretch, it is the time for me, to make you suffer the 
punishment due to your crimes/ In aa authoritative 
tone, he then ordered his companions to ume him, 
who instantly obeyed ; and the conspirator, pale and 
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trettiblmg, sdfiered hdiBfiebf to be diakwd without re* 
sistanc^. The same was then done by his com- 
maod to the other chiefs; after which the rest, 
inthriidated at his voice aod manner, submitted to 
the same restraint,^ and delivered themselves up to 
him. At eleven' o'clock tiie Captain arrived, sur- 
rounded the house, and being informed that Peter was 
there, instantly hastened to him. The severe look of 
the czar bespoke fais^disfdeasure:;^ but being diown 
the order whiich hie had v^jritten to the officer, and 
finding that he had himself forgot the hour, he 
acknowledged his mistake. He then delivered 
into the hands of the soldiers the unresisting cri- 
ihinals, wHo were taken from his presence, and 
almost all of them punished iwith death." 

It is well known, that the czar had^ a singular 
predilection for the city of St. Petersburg, which 
partiality, was naturally the consequence of his 
having been the grand architect of it. The Russians; 
however, were dissatisfied at this preference, and 
invented: a fabulous prediction, that this new; city 
would be entirely swallowed upf by the sea^ To 
give a sanction to this prophecy, a miriK^le was 
announced, nam^, that thei imag^ of tii6 bl^ssetl 
vii^ was seen to shed te^rs for the. app^aching 
(ate of Feterslnii^. The emperor discovered and 
esqM^s^d ^hejmpostur^.' 

' Thohgh Peter was an eaenay to superstitioQ, be 
tolerated throughout his dominions every religious 
sect, with . the exceptaqn of the Hebrew ; nation. 
The czar happened io arrive One Sunday at J^4nt>- 
zic ; '^ the gates of the. town,, which he .found >b9t» 
Were opened to ^lim; and npo^ hm'entnmpe,; pot 
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seeing any person iu the atreote, he inquired the 
reason, and was informed that every one was at 
church. ' Tb^ inhdbitahta w^re Lutherans ; and the 
czar, having the euriosky to be present during the 
Lutheran service, desired to be conducted to the 
principal church. As sobn as he entered *it, every 
person rose up out of respect, and the piagistrates 
prepared to leave their seats, and advanced to meet 
him ; but he made a sign that the service should not 
be interrapted, dnd that every one should remain in 
his place ; and walking immediately up to the first 
burgomaster, or magistrate, he seated himself beside 
him. This burgomaster, according to the custom of 
the place, had on a large wig ; Peter, out of reve^ 
rence, had taketi off his fur cap, which he held in 
his h^nd, and feeling his head cold, he turned rotmd, 
took off the wig <rf the burgomaster, and put it on 
his own head, not thinking that thjs method which 
he took to preserve himself from cold had any thing 
extraordinary in it. The astonishment of the as- 
sembly aft the sight of the bald bead of the magis** 
trate, and that of Peter muffled up in a large \ng, 
may be easily iifiagined. The sehnon being ended, 
to which Peter lii^tened with great attention,! be rose 
to go away, and taking the wig off. his head,.retcirded 
it to the burgomaster, thanking him for it in the 
most ob%]ng manner. There was no affectation in 
this : he did not imaigine it v^oiild be even no^ 
ticed, and was quite unconscious of the astoni^fh- 
ment it occasioned . at Dantzic, as he was in 
the habk of acting in the same manner by Men- 
zicdff, whose viig . be took off wheneter he 
wanted to make wfe of it : fbr as he had 
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but little hair» he was very susceptible of 
cpld." ^ ^ - . 

When passing through Berlin, Frederic theTirst, 
king of Prussia, late elector of firandenburg, was 
on the throne. The king no sooner heard of the 
arrival of the czar, than he felt a high degree of 
satisfaction in being honoured with the presence of 
so illustrious a visitor. Peter sent a message, that 
he would pay a visit to the king ; Frederic imine* 
diately gave orders for the most splendid prepara- 
tions for his reception at court : all the nobles were 
ordered to appear in their richest dresses. A caval- 
cade of six of the royal carriages were dispatched 
to the czar, who, on seeing the magnificent pro-p 
cession, escaped •from his residence by a back door, 
leaving the equipages and retinue before his h6teL 
Peter walked immediately to the palace, attended 
only by one servant. Frederic was greatly sur- 
prised to see the great czar of Muscovy without the 
parade of state, and informed him of the prepara- 
tions he had made to receive him-, with those honours 
due to so great a sovereign. Peter thanked him 
for the profusion of honours which he had wished 
to lavish upon him; but declared that he came 
in that private manner from choice and incli* 
nation. 

*' The czar's aversion for the trammels of luxury 
and etiquette, and his taste fdr simplicity and li- 
berty, prompted him to get rid of the ennui and 
constraint of public exhibition. He gave to Men- 
zikoff, whom he had raised from nothing, the care 
of all those great solemnities and pompous trifles 
with which it has been thought necessary that 
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tlilrones should be environed ; and even those crowdi 
of servants who beside the tables of the great, and 
check by their presence all freedom of conversation, 
he took especial care, except on particular occasions, 
to dismiss. When he dined^ without ceremcMiy, at 
home, or with some of his friends, the attendants, 
after placing the dishes upon the table, withdrew, and 
left the guests to help themselves. 
I No monarch more strictly displayed even in his 
regal capacity, the virtues of a philosopher, and the 
good nature of a person in a private station. He 
always looked upon labour as the most solid basis 
of happiness and moral virtue, and he encouraged it 
by his own example, the surest method by which a 
sovereign can propagate what he thinks good and 
usefiiL 

** He once gave a moral lesson, which may be 
compared to that annual ceremcmy in China, in 
which the emperors, in the midst of* their court, 
and in the presence of the people, put their imperial 
hands to the plough, and till a certain portion of 
land. 

'* Peter, in the dress of a blacksmith, worked a 
whole day at the forge ; and, by the help of a strong 
and muscular arm, made several iron bars, for 
which he received a day's wages according to the 
accustomed rate. With this sum he bought a pair 
of shoes, which he wore out upon his feet, and 
gloried in as having been earned by the labour of 
his own hands.'' (Stehling's Anecdotes.) 

During the childhood of Peter the First, there ' 
was a revolt of the Strelitz, and the ftuy of the in- 
surgents placed jbim in imminent danger of losing 
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his/life. The i^yal ps^ice ;WM f^«mwhickd, mdny 
of the nobles wefieiiba88a€r9d,m)d jth^ ^ippst crqel 
outrages committad. The piiocQ^c^ Sophia^ yfho^ 
ambitian was bouiuUess, wa^ th^. pi^QSump^ cau^e 
of this insurrection. She .was the ^s^ister of Peter. 
The young czar .was oOQveye^ ai^ay from the 
palace to the monastery of the Holy Trinity. The 
rebels went in search of him. "A party of them 
went to the monastery, jand entering the church, 
discoTered the young prince, who had taken r^fug^ 
behind the altar. A Strelitz immediately ran i)p to 
him with a knife in order to kill hioi* The chil4 
looked stedfastly at him : already the furious soldier 
had seized him by the arm, and was about to s^ike 
him, when one of his companions ^paJObd put alppd 
to him, ' Stop, stop! do not kill him atthe.^ltar; 
wait till you get. him to^another place/ Th^y.were 
proceeding to drag him irom it, when they perr 
ceived gallopping towards th^m a de|;ach^ent of 
the guards on horaeback, informed probably of the 
road which the Strelitz had;tak€»,: and of the pre- 
cious life which they threatened. The Strelitz im?- 
mediately . escaped by^ |kii<^ther} dpQr> and fled. — 
Twenty years' after, jis Peter jtbe Fin$t was at 
Cronstadt superintending the, equipment of a fleet, 
he particularly remarked one Of the s^ors looked 
attentively at him, and changed colour. The sailor, 
seeing that the czar observed him, approached, and 
falling on his knees, said to him, ' Sire, I s^ you 
have discovered me : ypu .axe not mistak^^i. I am 
the wretch, who, armed with a.knit^, was goiqg to 
strike you. I confess my crime ; 1 deserve to be 
punished with death.' The czar asked him several 
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questions/ It appeared that after he had fled irom 
the church, he had changed his dress and liis liame, 
had entered into the navy, and from that time had 
led an honest and reputable life.' The czar was 
much moved ; he granted him his life, and was> 
satisfied with banishing of him to one of the extre- 
mities of the empire, that he might not .again hare 
the chance of encountering the object of such un- 
pleasant recollections. It is imagined, that tiie. 
fright occasioned by the Strelitz at the monastery 
of the Trinity, was the cause of the spasms and 
convulsions to which he was afterward always, 
subject." 

The attachment which Peter ever evidenced for 
foreigners, his efforts to civilize his subjects, which 
they viewed as innovations, his unremitted exertions 
to disseminate knowledge and science, while it 
stamped immortal lustre on his name, excited a 
great s^pirit of hatred among his sul^jects, and the 
clergy especially. " The priesthood,** siays M. Steh-' 
ling, ** were, as at all times, ready to defend tbeii? 
influence and credit by assuming a regard' for the 
interests of their religion, endangered, as they af^ 
firmed, by those innovations which threatened only 
the patriarchal authority. Peter, sensible that by 
the abuse of this authority his projects would be 
constantly thwarted, upon the death of the patriarch 
resolved to leave the office vacant ; and when press* 
•ed to fill it by those senators who were ignorant of 
his secret views and designs, he eluded their de* 
mands under various pretexts. One day, in full 
senate, being urged more vehemently than usual upon 
this subject^ he got up, and striking his breast with 
(9, 10.) T ' 
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one handy said, pointing to himself, * Here is your pa^ 
triarch.' Then, with a menacing look, drawing witb 
the other hand his sabre, and striking it upon the 
table, he added, ^ And here is that which will be 
able to protect and defend him/ He proceeded 
afterwards to declare his intention of suppressing, 
foreyer the patriarchal dignity, and establishing in its 
stead the hply governing synod. Of this he made 
himself the head ; and by these means obtained over 
the church an absolute power, which he shewed 
himself worthy of possessing by employing it for the 
good of his people* 

" All the faculties of Peter were directed towards 
the instruction and happiness of his subjects. He 
was the first sovereign of Muscovy who caused a 
Russian translation to be made of those foreign 
works which might be useful to his nation. He 
would not begin with books of mere entertainment^ 
but wisely gave the preference to those which treated 
of mechanics, navigation, ship-Jbuildiog, fortification, 
the art of war, &c." 

During the war with Charles the Twelfth of 
Sweden, when the czar was besieging Narva, wide 
breaches had been made in the walls, and the 
ratnparts were broken ; although the besieged were 
pressed with hanger to the greatest extremity, the 
place still reftised to surrender. This firmness of 
conduct determined the emperor to take it by storm* 
The distresses of the inltabitants at length forced 
the commander to hoi^t the white flag, but it was 
too late. The Russians were already upon the 
point of entering the place sword in hand. It was 
captured, and the most sanguinary scenes were 
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iexliibited. Peter beheld with concern the eflfusion 
of human blood, he vpished to stop his soldiers in 
their massacreing career. He beseeched, he^ ex- 
postulated, he threatened, bat all in vain. It was 
requisite to use other measures, and he was forced 
to throw himself amongst them, and at length the 
carnage ceased. Having ordered the commander 
to be brought before him, he went up to him with 
his sword in his hand, and gave him a box on the 
ear, thus addressing him. * Why wretch,' said he, 
* did you hoist your flag so late : was it that your 
wives and children might be massacred ? Look at 
this, (pointing to the sword which was unsheathed) 
it is not with the blood of the Swedes that it rsi 
stained, but with that of my own soldiers : you 
have reduced me to this cruel extremity to save 
your life, and the lives of your fellow citizens.' 

" This anecdote,** M. Stehling justly observes, 
^^ proves that Peter was humane, that he possessed 
greatness of mind ; the following will shew his re- 
spect for the laws. 

** One of the emperor's maids of honour was a 
Miss Hamilton, young, beautiful, and susceptible. 
Thanks to our prejudices, honour and pleasure are 
not in a young girl easily compatible with each other. 
Twice stifling the feelings of nature, Miss Hamilton 
had concealed her weakness by destroying the fruits' 
of it. A third innocent victim perished: but she 
had been suspected and wd^tched; her crime was 
clearly proved, and she was condemned to lose her 
head. Peter had not seen with impunity so many 
charms; he had loved her — she had made him 
happy ; and Miss Hamilton in her prison, a prey to 
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the most ct-uel reflections^ might nevertheless hope 
to escape death, since she could reckon the czar in 
the number of her lovers. The day destined for her 
execution arrived ; she appeared upon the scaffold 
dressed in a robe of virhite satin, trimmed ^rith black 
ribbons. Never had she looked so beautiful. The 
mcmarch approached to take leave of her ; he em- 
braced her, endeavoured to inspire her with courage, 
and said to her, ^ I cannot save you; the law that 
condemns you is greater than I. Trust in God, and 
resign yburself to your fate.' Just at the moment, 
ivhen the czar, much moved, had pressed her hand 
for the last time, and was leaving her, a single blow 
severed her head from her body, and terminated the 
life of the unfortunate Hamilton. 

** Peter was not dlways as severe bs he had been 
to Miss Hamilton. One evening; Firmont the sur- 
geon, Mho had just been supping with him,, killed 
one of his surgeons in a fit of anger and intoxication. 
He came thie next day, thriew himself at the feet of 
the czar, and confessed his crinie. Peter granted 
him his life, and cot) tinned to live with him in the 
same familiarity as before. He enjoined him only 
to take carie of the widow and children of the de- 
cea^ed^ and to pension them ; ail injunction which 
flirhiont piuictually obeyed. Had Peter then more 
compasision for the ^"^eakness pccasioned by wine; 
than for those occasioned by love? Did he thiqk 
the ease of Firrtont n^ore excusable than that of 
Miss Hamilton? or was Firnloiit so ui^eful to hiui, 
that he suffered that consideration to make him for-- 
get his respect.fortbelawt? ? or ^rt^as it only the effect 
of one of those incdc^istenbi^ too ini§eparable from 
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lions not easily to be decidec)* The ruling passion 
pf Uiis monarch was an attachment to^ aU the useful 
arts, especially navi^sUion, buil^iug, turnings and 
surgeiry • He was «i phlebotomist» drew teeth, tapped 
for the dropsy^ jind pejrformed several Other surgical 
operations/' . 

When the emperor was at Warsaw, he frequently 
visited a lady whose turn of ipind jamd conversation 
he.wa$ much attached to. To this lady he fre- 
quently unbosomed himself,, and consulted her. even 
upon political affairs. i 

A few days after the defeat of Charles the Twelfth 
at Pultowa, he observed to her; thaJt he: thought 
himself in such a situation as no loi)ger to stand ia 
need of foreigners, and declared his intedtijih of not 
admitting them again into his .armies. The Polish 
lady wished to^coiivince the ciar.of her opinion that he 
was erroneous in his idea. The spt^Ject v^as freely 
disicussed, and each firmly maintained )heir opinions, 
and Peter quitted her with evident marks of dis- 
satisfaction. . The lady, who held the, rank of a 
CQilntess, ,lmd^.OiCcaiisiottally coucerts pierfornied in 
her private chapel ; and npt .long alter the tet€^a4ete 
above Mentioned, invited the emperor la dinner ; 
during which tinie she ok-dered a concert to be per^ 
formed. The czar listened, but appeared indifferent 
to the melodious sounds \ and i^on his being. ques.«< 
tioned as to his nofu^hnlance^ he thus replied, '^ I do 
not know what ails your mtisicians ix) day,;but they 
play so ill,, thslt I can scarcely recogni^^ this music? 
'' Do you thipk so, sire. My band is usually com-^ 
posed of foreign as weU.al^ .Pol^h musioiani^; but 
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to-day there may possibly be only the latter. ^ Inr 
deed I am sure that is the case ; come, I see foreign- 
ers cannot yet be dispensed with in my concerts ; 
another time/ sire, they shall be admitted." Peter 
immediately took the hint, and profiting by it, he 
totally abandoned the idea of .exchidipg foreigners 
from serving in his array. 

In the last war but one against the Turks, when 
Bender was besieged, Baron de Stein, a native. of 
Germany, and a volunteer in the Russian army, a 
gallant and brave officer, was the first to mount the 
breach, in which hazardous service he received two 
severe wounds from a sabre, which in a short space 
of time terminated his existence. Though he was 
mortally wounded he refused to retire; and sup- 
ported by two Russian soldiers, he remained upon 
the breach until the enemy was driven from it, and 
the town captured. The Polish countess had, 
therefore, the best of the argument in opposing the 
impolicy of prohibiting foreigners to serve in the 
Russian army. 

j» Peter, though not polished in his manners, was 
partial to the society of the ladies, '* who, when 
they possessed any merit, had great influence over 
him; and one of the most efficacious remedies which 
could be administered to him for those convulsions 
or spasms to which he was liable, was the sight of 
a beautifiil woman, whose presence alone calmed 
and relieved him. His constant and tender at* 
tachment for Catharine Skavronski is well known. 
He was cruel (says Stehling) towards his son, whom 
be caused to be condemned to death, by the sen- 
tence of a tiibtmal, which* he had hiiQself dictated^ 



But it must be Temembered that thi6 aon hdted h^ 
fatiier, and all his innovations' were eatireljrgovemdd 
by men attached to antient customs and ai^ient 
barbarisms^ by ecclesiastics, who were the declared 
•enemies of all :tiie improvements of Peter; and 
that, consequently » .the monarch had no choice left 
but to put him to death, or submit to the tot^d 
destruction of the fruits of all his own labours, which 
his son would have infallibly occasioned upon his 
accession to the throne. This action of Peter's de- 
serves to be compared with that of Brutus, who 
sacrificed big i^ons for the good of his country." 

Another son which the emperor had by his em* 
press Catherine, and who was named Petrowitch, 
was fondly belovjed by him, but he died in infancy. 
The grief of his fether was excessive ; he fell into a 
deep melancholy, neglected public business, and 
shunned all company. The empress was deeply 
affected at these afflicting circumstances ; and not 
daring to intrade upon him in the distracted state 'of 
mind in which he was, she applied to Dolgorouki, 
(a senator of considerable note,^ and who had great 
influence with the czar) to interpose his services. 
Dolgorouki immediately assembled the senate; and 
setting before them a statement of his interview With 
the czarina, ordered the whole body to follow him. 
He led them on until they came to the door of 
Peter's apartment. He knocked loudly at the door 
sevi^ral times without any answer bedng given, ut- 
tering at the same time expressions of^ alarm. The 
ezar at length opened the door, and with an indig- 
nant tone of voice, demanded to know how any 
person could dare to violate the order he had g^^i 
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to be left to himself^ Dofgorouki answered, that 
tbe enipire would be lost unless he appeared ; that 
for want of bis presence the most important matters 
were suspended ; and that if he did not himself 
resume the direction of public affairs, they must of 
necessity elect a new sovereign. Peter, astonished 
at the intrepidity of the senator, left his retirement, 
and immediately accompanied Dolgorouki to the 
senate. 

Of this patriotic senator another anecdote relative 
to the czar is related. 

" Peter in full senate having deliberated upon the 
best means to be adopted for digging the canal of 
Ladoga, resolved to employ for that purpose the 
peasants of Petersburg and Novogorod, and issued 
an fedici for that purpose. Dolgorouki was not pre- 
sent at this sitting ; and upon being informed of the 
Ui\f being palssed, and presented with a copy of it, 
he perused it with emotions of indignation, tore it to 
pieces, and tramplied it under his. feet. * What have 
you done, Dolgorouki,' said the alBrighted saiators^ 
crowding round his person, * you are ruined. What 
will the czar say, when he finds you have destroyed 
the law which he himself has drawn up, and of which 
he is the more tenacious, as he considers it the only 
means of effecting the project which he has so much 
at heart?' • Well,' answered the seuktof, • I will 
expose myself to his anger ; 1 will expose myself to 
every thing rather than suffer a decree to be carried 
into execution, which is so contrary to the welfare of 
tbe etripire, ^rid the true interests of the prince** 
InH^Uigenc^ soon reached the ears of Peter of 
Dolgprotrki!^' conduct j and, greatly agitated, he 
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repaired to the senate, and was begitiDing to threaten 
him, when that senator, with the utmost sangfr^id^ 
said to him, ' Sire, it was my duty to oppose a law 
which you have not sufficiently considered, and the 
consequences of which would be the loss ojf two' 
fine provinces, already half ruined and desolated/ 
and incapable of furnishing you with peasants equal to 
the performance of the task you would impose upon 
them. Why, sire, do you not use forlhat purpose 
the Swedish prisoners of war ; you have sO great a 
number, and whom you cannot make use of for any 
better purpose ?' The anger of the cssar Was calnoed ; • 
and, making no reply to the able and intrepid: 
senator^ he profited by his counsels; and, leaving' 
the law unexecuted, employed the Swedish prisoners* 
to dig the canal : the greatest part of them perished- 
in the work, and thus were preserved ^the lives of 
many useful subjects. • •? *' 

" Dolgorouki was a nrtan of talents ahdjntegrify, 
but of brutal manners, passionate, uhsociabl)^^ audi 
gloomy ; one of those^ in short, who cannot <bi^'Se^ti> 
and known without being at once liat^>and es^ 
teemed* He had rend^^ed himself /art bbjept of 
pers(H)al dislike to Peter ; bat that moi^avdb; m cen«^ 
sideration of his great quialities^ (^ertodke^d his de-^ 
fectb^ and c^uld never be persuaded ^t([y. dismiss him: 
fi*om his favour. When the afikii< liS^ihe canal of 
Ladoga was in agitation, Dolgoi^oiiM> ^iid to the^ 
czar, * What have the peasants of Betj^rsbui^ aud 
Novogorod done, that you should treat them thui9i^ 
With this rbugh frankness he alwttys spoke td 
his sovereign ; and that prince, with trqe greatnesi^ 
of mind, neglected the suggcfstioilti of! self4ove 

(9, 10.) ^ z 
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whilst listening to die wise counsels of this able 
man." 

The czar was greatly ptddicted to an intemperate 
use of wine and of spirituous liquors^ which fre-^ 
quently so ihilafaied his' passions as to make him at 
tftnes outrageous in his conduct. This failing^, it i» 
said, was owing to^ the bad education be received ;, 
lys elder sister Slopbia haying purposely placed 
around bim liieuof vicious and debauched characters^ 
Ij^ith the sinister design of corrupting his morals/ so^ 
a^ to m^l^e him the object of contempt when he 
should enter -upon bis regal functions. But the 
great i^injd of Peter made him soar above thev 
example fu^^ the precepts of those men, and if he 
^^ometimes indulged to excess, it was in consequence 
not of a vitia^od mind, but they were occasional 
4§viation8, in no way evideneing a depravity of 
heart. 

*• Weary of hearing contimied accounts of the 
robberies wUch were committed in every part oi 
the empire, he came one day to the sepate, and 
ordered: ctae of his ; ministers instantly to draw ^up. 
and publish a law, pui^orting that for every theft, ^ 
however smfiiU, the offender should be immediately 
habged. ' But, we,' said one of the fiienators to 
hino; 'have you sufficiently considerejd this law ? I 
Qan assure^ ypui: majesty th^ if your^ut^jects are to* 
be hanged, yqfu will vei^ soon have none remaining ; 
lor alas f sire, : we are all thieves, more or- le^;» 
judge then, if /it is expedient that ryour prder should 
be carried into execution ?' The c^ar l^tu^ed 
heartily at th]8:$peech ; and,^perceiving that be had 
|>een too precipitate, the law was not:pa^e^.'' 
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- The tomperor. had a desire for the universal 
history of Fuffendorf ia the Russian language ; be 
procured an ecclesiastic, vrho willingly undertook the 
translation. In this work of Fuffendorf 's there are 
some remarks not very flattering to the inhabitants 
of Muscovy. The monk, with great adroitness, care* 
fiiUy softened some, and in other instances altpge* 
ther omitted those passages which he was suspicious 
would be offensive to his sovereign. When his 
translation was finished, he hastened to present it to 
the czar ; and placing himself in an antichamber, 
waited until Peter passed along. The'eroperor per- 
ceiving him, accosted him thus, '' What, have you 
finished already ? I give you great credit for being 
so expeditious : let me see your manuscript." The 
monk presented it to him, and the ci;ar eagerly 
glanced his eye over it, paid particular attention to 
the article respepting Russia. But when he came 
to the mutilated passages, and observed the omission 
of others, his countenance changed ; and, looking 
sternly at the monk, he called him^ and retimed 
him his book with these words, '' Translate this 
history as I ordered you, word for word, without 
making any alterations whatever." The monk re- 
tired greatly confused, and not a little cha» 
grined. 

: During his reign some very curious manuscripts 
were discovered in Siberia* The characters could 
not well be decypAered, although they had some 
affinity to the Chinese. They were transmitted to 
Petersburg ; but. no orientalist being resident in 
that capital, they were for warded, to M. Bignon, 
librariaa to the king of France, who gave them for 
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elucidatiQi^ to M. Founnont of tbe Academy of fn- 
scriptions. That geotlemaQ tsserted^ that they 
were written in th6 old Tangoutien tongue* After 
keeping them for some time, he rietunied them with 
a translation, which, widi the original, were sent 
back to the czar, who testified his gratitude to the 
learned translator. Since that time, however, it has 
been ascertained, that Fourmont was totally igno- 
rant of the language in which* the manuscripts 
were written; that, instead of being Taogoutien, 
they were that of the language of the Mautchoux 
Taitars, the antient conquerors of China. The 
originals are now in* the Academy of Sciences at 
Petersburg.. 

It has been b^ore stated that the czar was some- 
times extremely passionate, and wan at such t&nes 
by no means unsparing of blows. He ctuiried a 
ivop^'s end always about him, and an iyory headed 
cade in his hand, with one or the other he chastised 
not Only his servants^ but sometimes event tbe nobles 
and grandees of his cotift. 

" He behaved no^ and then," says M. Stehling, 
'* something like a woman in Switzerland, mother 
of ^a number of children more or less mutiBOus and 
unruly. When she wsus about to leave home to go 
into the country, or elsewhere, she used to call them 
all around her, smd then whipped them sloutly one 
after the other. This operation performed, she said 
to tbete, ' My children^ I diall be absent some 
days, during which time I know you wilt Hot fail^ 
according to custom, to commit matiy fdUies. I 
have, whipped you for them before-hand, for I do 
not choose to have that dbagreeable job to do oq 
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my wtam, it woiil:d poisoa the pleasure I should, 
fed in seeing you again/ Then she made them, 
ootn^ to hei^ embraced them tenderly, aad dried 
their (ears^vith kiss^. It is evident this woman 
w^ sm origmal > her metibod . naturally lea^s m6 to 
that of Peter the Fin^ who was ncft ad ordinary 
pek*sonw: When vfith his cane or bis cord he had 
cl^ot^e^ one of hi» j^eifrants^ and he| ^iseoyered 
the innocence <^f hi^i: ^tyhomr he hHtd i|tncied guilty», 
bfe arder^. him to be brought bd(bre l^idp, and said; 
to him> ' My fri^4» I bavlB <^asti^ed ypn u^justly» 
I allow it ; and, as a rtfppiriLtioo, I promtf e y^u^ that 
when you commit a fauU, .^pu shall be exempt^, 
from punishment*' 

'' In this manner he acteid ; oM day by. a cabii^ 
boy at Crenstadt He was^oa boald a^yiktcht, v^l^te^ 
he had dined, and was taking bits qsufd iia(>:after 
dimier. in the cabin of 'tfie vessel. He hadgiven^ 
orders, that thei^e sbOMid be no nmbf aad his 
officers' well knew the necessity of not distutbing hia 
slumbers. Some Of thekn, bowtvet, beii»g upon 
deck, $iid forgetting tl^at the cz^r was sleepingt 
under them, or pY0hAh\y havkig drank too fire^y^ 
began to divert themselves by pl^yiii^ off somd 
practical jokes upon each 0the^ The czar wail 
soon awaked by thdif noisy aiaiusemelit& They 
he&rd him jump from hib seat upon the floor, put on 
his sli{4)ers, afid pifepare to leav^ h£s roiom. Thef 
all ied immediatelyi biding themselves in every 
creek add comeif ithere they were the least likely to 
be . seen by the iJzarJ ile soon twaae upon d^dc; 
arded with his iMpndabie 6ane ^ but he could see 
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no one: but a single cabin boy. Not doubting that ' 
this cabin boy uras the auihor of all the bustle^ he 
gave him fifty smart blows with his cane. The 
poor boy criedy wept» and protested bis innocence, 
but in vain. As soon as the czar went away, the 
officers who had occasioned the noise, retnmed, 
while the cabin boy continued to weep and to sob. 
* Will you be quiet?' said they to him/ -No/an- 
swelled he, * I will not be quiet;* and he began to 
cry louder than before. * Fine sport you have had 
with your tricks, and I am to be punished for 
them ; his majesty has belaboured me till I ^ can 
scarcely stand.' — * Will you be silent, little wretch ; 
the czar will heaf you.* — • So much the better; I 
will go and tell him^ that' it was not I, but you, 
who made the noise which awoke him.' The czar, 
who had heard the sound of voices disputing, had 
ai^roached and listened to all that passed. He 
took no notice of it at that time ;' but an hour stfter, 
he sent for the cabin boy, and said to him,- * I find 
it is not you who have made all diis bustle, although 
I punished yon for it ; but I promiise you, that the 
next fault you commit, you shall be* let off without 
being chastised.' Some time after, when the czar 
had foi^otten all this, the same cabin boy did some* 
tiling which greatly enn^ed him, and his cane was 
already lifted to strike, when the boy, throwing 
himself at his feet, called aloud to him, ' Pardon 
sie, pardon me, sire; J anii <he whom yon beat the 
other day uDJu8tly>for a':noi8e I did not make : yow 
majesty promised me that I should escape pump- 
men! for the next fault I committed; I appeal to 
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your royal word.'—* True/ said Ae. czar, * I ro- 
member it : get ye gone, and take care not to. d(9i 
the same again.' r 

. It has been remarked, that Peter, sometimes enn 
tertained himself with tonung, and in whichr be 
greatly excelled. In the Academy of Sciences at; 
St. Alexander Neifoski, and at the chtirph of tibef 
foctress, are to be seen several specimens «f tornin^^ 
worked by the hands of this truly extraordiowyi 
man* - '' The czar bad in. his service a very skilfill 
turner, he was at the head of' the work shop jn 
which the czar used to work ; and it was the busi^ 
ness of the young apprentice to take off the C9ar'» 
cap as soon as he was seated at the tuming*box< 
One day;the boy performed hils function rather too 
hastily, and in taking off his majesty's cap,- pulled 
his hair . very roughly. Peter, being . much hu^ 
turned round in a great fury, got up^. and seizing. a 
hsmger, pursued the apprentice^ who fled with the 
speed of feaf^ concealing himself under a heap.oi 
wood, escaped the anger of the czar. The next;^ 
day, his passion being. cooled, he enquired for the 
apprentice, and caused every search td be made, butt 
could not obtain aiiy tidings vof. him;. Several) dayj!^ 
passed, and' no one could tell what was become. ot 
him. The czar, to indnce him to return, caused his 
pardon t6 be published ; but the apprentice.had.fled 
so far from' Petersbu^, that the nisws never :reaclied 
him. • He was absent ten years, entered into anodiet 
profession, and did not return td Peterskii^ till lokkg 
after the death of the emperor ; he was recognised 
by his former master, the turner, and settled adva&f 
tageoilsly.^ ' - :_ /-ii- * 
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Tiefollowiog anecdote exhibits a pleasing tratt 
si die cbaracter of this great prince, fie waa 
travelling in Russia, and stopped to dine in a village^ 
he was immediately surroiindal by the villagers, 
who loved and respected their sovereign. He was 
filitttng at table, and the room was crowded with 
p^ons ofi both sexes. Amongst this assemblage 
was a' beamliftil ^oiing female, who had concealed 
hpH^f behind a door, and every &ir opportunity 
she isei^ed timidly to step forward to gaze upon 
Peter. Whenever she shewed her pretty iice, the 
rustic crowd began to laugh and whisper. The 
ezar, p^rceivkig this, requested her to advance, 
and inform him^ what was the cause of their murth« 
At this question the laughter redoubled; and at 
kist he was iniformed, that the young peasant who had 
concealed herseliVwas fiiMrsaken by all her compaH 
tAcm i that she had borne a child to a German 
officer, who had afterwards abandoned her; that 
fronii that period her conduct had been iri^proach* 
able, and that she was very industrious. The young 
girl came forward, with her eyes cast upon the 
ground, and her face covered with blushes. The 
czar encouraged her, took> her by the hand, made 
her relate the' history oi her amours; ^iid, after 
embracing and consoling her, gave her a handful of 
rubles, and ordered all the people of the vfllage to 
receive and treat her as before : he asked to see the 
cUld, who was strong and hearty, said he) would 
take care.of it ; and desired,: that, when old enough^ 
be should be br(ii:^ht to court. '' He treated,'' says 
JML Stehling, ''all his sjabjects^e^ecially the lower 
classes, with the same good nature, the ^ame 
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delightful iskipHcHy so characteristic:; of tbdi great> 
lihah/but hbt ilLlways with the same gendroaity. -. r 
* One of the Valets of the c^u*^:nained PdlfMyaro^^. 
was seized with. a fit of jealduisy^ and withouj; toy; 
just ckiise; in couse^eDce of his. suspieions, vas^ 
deterrrfiried to revenge hiis presumed injury^ One^ 
day he lamented to the emperor, that his Wiife wa» 
dreadfully tormented with the tooth-ache.' Peter, 
who prided himself in his skill as a detftist^ 9aid to 
him, "** Gome along, take m6 to/her; I witt soon 
cure her malady, I will draw her tooth out" Thej[ 
hoth proceeded to the patieotviidiom Peter .ordered 
to open he^ mouth, and enquirestl wbichHtoolh it was 
gave her pain. - *^ None</ sire," said: shi9. / " Ah I 
sire," replied the> husband, ." that is hfii? way; as 
soon as atiy one attempts' to; relievd^ her, by pulling 
out her tooth, she declares she; feel no p^in^ j Jx>ok, 
sire, there is the bad tooth." The: qzati desireiA 
Polbajiaroff to hoW his 'wife's head ; he th^» /to<^ 
but his pincers, and i having JorfcibJy: .opeitipd her 
mouth; fitted > theiiisab'utDeBt cn^ the: tool^, aQjd ^x^ 
it but ^ A'feHv' dkyil^ after^'iPet6irrwps)iufprjwe4)^^hal: 
the supposiddf patiettti> on* whom )>e bad .pper^tfdi 
wis never 'froubled^ with. Hie tooU^Hacbe;, and^.U^ 
/tii^ tooth hefead dwlwo was?'perfec.tly ^pujid., Haying 
*diseaver^dVthi(titwas an:artific3 of her busbaji^'s, 
he gave him a severe beating.; -; ' Iv' 

When thfe emperor tisH^d Paris^ he inspected » the 
academies, the rtanufiactories; especially ih^ !Qf t)ie 
Gobelins, tlie pubHol libraries, the royal ipenagerie^ 
and every thing curious lin tile capital. When at 
the 'inint,* he %as desirous of seeing; the pro^ces? in 
thexioinibg of n^edals. The master ncoiner^. J?eijjg 
(9, 10.) 2 A 
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0];^etiedto strike oflfdne in his presencet the inachiDe 
iiras itomedtately prepared^ and the difierait parts 
of it eicplaiDed to him. Several medals were then 
struck off, one of which accidentally fell at the feet 
of the tnbnarch; he. immediately picked it up to 
^If amine, it. minutely ; but what was his astonish* 
mient, at beholding on one side an impression of his 
own bust, and on the other a figure of Fame, hover- 
ing in the ak over a river, with the following pane- 
gyric ftUotto— ^** Crestit eundo'' This very medal is 
BOW preserved in tbd cottection of medals at the 
academy of Petersburg. ' : 

The famous Madam de Maiot|enont tlp^e mistress 
of Louis the Fourteenth^ was at this time living, but 
in a state of seclusion, at St« Cyr, emplpyed in acts 
of devotion. The czar wished to see so extraordi- 
nary a womian. She bad given orders not to be 
disturbed by the intrusion of visitors, but ^ excep- 
tion was made in favour of the eniperor.^ .Maintenra 
was in bed, and Peter seated Mn^self s^t the; bottom 
of it, and enta^ed into a convermtiOn ^ititi her at once 
judicioas and pious. Peter ; yf^ ignorant of the 
French language, and conseqtiently w$u9i obUged to 
liave an ihterpreter. The. .duke/ of .Orleans, the 
regent of France, iiitrqduced Louisl^e Fifteenth, 
-(who was then only sevens years/ of fige), to Peter, 
who took him up in his arms, and*, ei^braciog him, 
smd, ** May your majesty increase in happiness as 
ia' stature; and may your reign be long and pros^ 
peroiis. Perhaps the time iHMty come when w;e shall 
'iMabd in need of each other's •assistati^e.*' . 

As iie ^as travelling throogh^avjillagf! in Fjcance, 
he observed ia^ a gavdrai app^itaimi^ to a pwsonage 
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hoase, a fimti dressed in a cassock, withia; spade 
in his hand, with which he v^bs digging; The czajr 
alighted from bis ear ridg^, and ^nltering tlf^- garden, 
enquired of the person thtiAs engaged, Who 4nd ^baf 
he w;a€ ? " Sir,"' replied the man^ ♦* 'I- ai&f the 
clergyman <tf the Tillage." — ^^ I. tboiighlt jfoA was a 
gardener ; why are you employcfd in thfe^ltiaitfier ?^ 
— ** The revenues of rny living^*' bb^ the poBtok*/ 
" being but very moderate, I do tUA choose to be 
an expense to my parishidners> but wi^h ra^er i6 
have it in my power to assist them. They- respect 
me the more, when they see that, to pro^r« myi^lf 
some of the conveniences of life, I improve this 
garden; and in this humble occupation spend aij 
much of my time as Ihe duties of my ministry will 
allow*'* — " Yoa are an honest man^** said the em- 
peror, ^ and I esteem ^u the moi^e for thinking 
and acting in this manner- Pray, what is your 
tiame? The clergyman • gave it, and Peter, taking 
out his tablets, Wrote it down; and, after informing 
him of the rank of his visitor, a»d giting him many 
demonstrations of kindness sind regard, he took 
^is leave, and entered his carriage. Upon his re- 
turn to Moscow, he was not forgetful of the scene 
jie bad beheld, and he often used to impress upon 
the Russian ecclesiastics the amiaUe example q( 
the French rector. 

^ -While in England he viewed every thing worthy 
of notice. His i^tuation at Deptford made Urn a 
frequent visitor to Greenwich hmpital; Being asked 
by king Willimn what he thought of that magnifi- 
cent building, " Siie,'' said the <jzar, " I think you 
would not do amiss in livj^ ut Greei^wioh, and 



180 REVOLUTIONS OF THB 

lodging rypiir.sattQrs here.": King WilKam vaB thed 
at his palace atK^nsHigton. ,\-.: 

At A«|9terdfiin he happened ou^ day to fall in 
with a, Putfih captain, whom be recognised as 
haring^eeti at Archangel ; he aeco^ed hina by say^ 
kig, V li^hic^ dp yoa like be^t, Archangel or 
Peterftburgr; iThe caplak^ ronghly aBaw'ered, " Arch- 
angels wy, k*d/'"^— ";Ain4..why ?"— •* Because we 
can get good omelets there, and. .(hey gifvelujs none 
at Petewbrtr^.*' Peter, so &r from being olfended, 
coiMleifice^dOd to invite him and sAine other Dntch 
captains ::lo .dia^ with him^ 09 oitielets the next 
day, pleasantly observing, th^t he hoped they would 
prote as good ,as tho^e of Archstngel. He accord- 
ii^ly <?rdel-ed bis cook, ,Veltep, to drc^s that di6h in 
every shape and fesbion; laqd he g^\e^ this- enter- 
tainmeiltinthegwdeoiofhis ^vmIner palace, y^here 
the. -Diltob loarfDe^) were sirniptuoosly ientertaipejd.' ; 
I •*. Narrow-painded monarohs," says Stehling; "are 
featfiil of qiixipg with and deticeEiding.anifoiigst thein 
inferipi^, for .by suijh . a pt-Qceeding, . they . discover 
theii( reiil Jn^ignificance : but,, as true, greatness ib 
consxiiou^ of its dignity, said fbels thatit.shatt loaeC 
notbuig by th0. closest ipspection, this -monarch rgiaifer 
up Ivs whole character to the obseryMiQnut>f>maiir; 
kind, and , was ; not himself exempt from: ; thosen 
naivetes, which draw down the censure! of ibols^ 
wd.are odtener than i& s!i:^pposed the chai^<?lKiistica 
qS reii) genius." (Melanges de lUteratwe^ VHistait^y 
Matals^ ^c. by le Comie^Mscherw/.), 

The empress Catheiwe v^jas very i^fiectifinatet 9xA 
attentive. in* her^-b^vioui tp.her ilhistrioiis )iusband« 
The czar waa very freqa^ntly obliged: .t^ \^wp Mia 



way agMMyttb Mrpmeiifldc^nibk reHwrti,; Th^j 
foUoM^g^ b «8iBiiwet,.teaitof beff.i»oUc^ on tUS) 
point: Tiie efe^iwBUiaiUei; fidcli iBraiH} lib^^ Pe<r 
terabtifg;> lndi(o,fiteft;[ra»ink€ldt>a eipot 0£ gco.an4 
abcnal^fteen werst£i/x>f;(jlhe:t c^piteiy M^]^€:h.9}i0 con* 

diaiure,for>tbejCzarw (jltr wati>aiDi).^,Y»led $ituation»: 

coQuipaodii]^ ai:filie;pFodp6QtMf >T)i6re .Catti^dn0 Te^ 

paited^ ahd sixperinteEidfed tbie j^6Ct^ng (Of a soQEiiiier- 

l^oase^ lfijriii^>^tiithe gai:A^9» i^* ; Ufion P^r's 

Fbtum«hit; ivrife; requested ibttntpj t^^ apjienccui^siou. 

from Petersburg, she having a.df^retp.^bew him;^> 

delightful ii spot with; which.;bie.^W;as totally .iitnac- 

quainted. i Being i^cbarmedjidth) .1j^ biepiuty ,i[)f ; tbi^- 

plac€, he wa^ ifitill i^ore deli|^1^d';^itli itbdisuiilmieiv. 

hoDf e^ whiehi had beeq pfepnaied -. ^^f/ his T^c0pti0n«l 

ICbe. ;ap|»i:oacb.iW;a5 ithrougb ;ai iy)6^«) acffith^titbe^ 

scenery/bursti opbfi .1 hiknbat ianci^» ^abd'llei fdwd! nott 

only; a> beairfiiiriil: hafaitalloa^ ^/but ia^iUFfMUmllw of. 

people jcolbeete^ ridgdklfLen to ; r^e^Qir^- Mn^ i iaf}4 i9Mrr 

gratiilaie hitnMiifiqn;bi8 larrijvtilf ; Qvi^r^b^ltnc^iiM^tb: 

l^eas|Krabl6Mfieosatioc»,; .he i.pab]iQlyii^QUHr^Qf4(»tbft 

empress, thanking her for the gemWi^?Mi0nt\9lk 

sbethMtpbid hieiAn /Tbi%|>kai.^aiWi94;aftjeRwwj^9 ^^^d 

(ika&ol-cel6. .•!/:!< 5 Luii^ -.i.^n ■■] Uilu !n-J :<);/.>J 

Ji:Vhis»^»eflitiaiaBl «vai8 i»ry: tegular, jin; tb^ij^QKienstie 

ankigenientvQl iiisl^sivat^ ^ffiii^^ j iHeg»Q«9:^}l}^TOB0 

at/fouV)inolAieida^nttbg4i!iyheo;bfii ^Yie. ^^udi^c^i to 

bis sevcipaUibiiiifiteanBi , U&w^k^ti their statfipapwtP* 

exam)Aed:rkbeH)^iiaiidjgate ^uehiiqigtriJA;;^!^ ,aa; w^FQ 

vd^iitsite. i lAi^er t&dbi^wmm; pi P^bKc; I ji|Hsittiej9i^ 

faeL satddwn itaribr6|kiiM^,> ^clv>'W/»pMi^ery,; ^^|)^ 
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mmdimlj a^ tlmtwas^ ccxniclttded, he refMurad: to 
t!i4'adiiiira£lty, and frotaibeiice to the a^oat^. Hia 
dMAerhotrrinras eleven o'dockr and the -repaint con- 
sinted 0f Tarioua dishes^ but those he was moat 
arched to, were oold iroaat lamb, ham, cold pi^r 
sdaked in soup creaiPV' wnp, with aour or salted 
dtbbage, and old cheese. Dinner ended, he put on : 
ad teasing gown, and took a nap for two honrs, after 
which he received his ministers, to iiear their reports > 
as to the affairs which had been canvassed in the 
liiorning. His usilial drink was kissleschtchi^ quass, 
and occasionally a little braildy : sometiioies he would 
drink Hermitage wine. 

^ '* In the feasts which were given at court, or ia 
those which he gave himself to parties less nume- 
rous, he liked joy abd gaiety to prevail ; and, as he 
looked upon wine as a proper stimulant for pro- 
ducing this effect, he W9S not averse to its bemg 
used rather freely, (n^ovided that .decency was ob« 
served^ Wbeneva- it ws» in the slightest degree 
▼iokited, his method was to put his guests, as ^ell 
afii himself, into such a state of complete intoxication^ 
as to i deprive thain of fmoneaaa of committing any 
fcrther disoiders^" ' . 

^ The <^ar had ai natural and violent; antipathy tb 
beetles; but what is more singular, he had . aii 
avi^rsion to wat^. So fediifal was he of beetles, that 
when travelling through the villages, in which they 
wene to be found in vd£t quantities, he would never 
etlter the huts of the peasant, but woidd dine and 
even sl^ep in his carriage. Once happening to pass a 
hoose which had rather a genfeel applearance, the 
emperor stopped his caniage, -and ordered his 
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servmits to make enquiry of the master of the house 
if there were any beetles in it; and upon bein^ 
assived tfiere were not, he alighted and entered it. 
The master of the house, with eager impetuosity, 
wishing to convince his sovereign that he had nothing 
to fear from beetles, there not being any in his house, 
thus addressed him-^** I assure you, sire, I am en«> 
tii*ely free from those insects : look sire, (shewing 
him at the same time a beetle nailed against the 
wall) that is the only one that has ever dared to 
shew himself here ; and I have punished him for it, 
by nailing him up as you see." Nothing could be 
more maJ^a^-propM : Peter, upon viewing the insect, 
changed colour, writhed and trembled; and then 
turning round, laid his cane upon the shoulders of 
the unfortunate hort with no small degree of ven- 
geance. 

His antipathy to Water he surmounted completely 
'80 M even to act-as pilot vrhen on the water. At 
oiie tiibebe invited att the foreign ministws to ac- 
company him as far as Cronstadt by sea. They all 
embarked i» a mnall' Dutch vessel> of virhich Petor 
was the pilots *^ A fa:vourable wjnd gently swelled 
the *Aih ; fthd, for the space of twenty vi^ersts, no- 
thing co^ntd' be more prosperous than their Da^vigi- 
tion, when, id) at once, a violent west wind airose; 
and Peter, perceiving at a distance a cloud which 
threat^nied a temjpest, prepai^d, though dissemblinlg 
the danger, to oppose the irtorm, which soon burst 
forth with a fiiry that threatened to overwhelm the 
vessel. The tninisters, with one accord, approached 
the czar, and entreated him to land them hear Peter- 
hofF, butlie tisfiised their request, and ^^ery time they 
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tenewed it, etideauvodrdd rfo-m^onie^uthfimj.kj 
assuring them that jihey- Uatl^aftoUiing .tq lear^ Ne- 
vertheless the stoifiii, accoimpauied'^itk:<^b«n<l^r and 
lightnitag;, continued' tbinicrease, andHh^ iveggel^ no 
loh^r maxi^a^abl^^ a^d!tossed^tpaAjd•|dQwp^b^ the 
fury of i the ^aviwi' dppearedirevet'y.ElowjCHit tO; be 
4i»€»it€iied^ withtdcstructionl Ciieej of distress ; were 
iieard <^ .all sides^! but Peter retian^dJ^is firmness 
aiM preseiice of niini}, and;continu6d;ito oppose, by 
Uis' skill and uciene^ the yiolenc^ of ^; storm. 
His affrighted conipaniotas again b^^ugbtiJbim to 
riturki to land ; but the. czar, always in . knotjon, and 
giving his orders,: syid; attending-, ta.^he. management 
of the vessel, did not even hear tbem;: tilt; ^|t. last 
:M. de Hrios, il^lifh and Saxon In^jbister, boldet* 
-beeaueniore teirrified, tb^xi'thto ifest^^appfQadiing, 
said to him in a lamentable and serious tpm,; \I 
entreat you!r mafesty, for tbe loive Of !Qod> >^tOi go 
back :to Petetshufg^ or at ;lieftst ;to /japdi.il^ )0q^ tbe 
-nearest shore oi Peterboff ; and ,tc fQOQside^.i^t, ais 
the kirig, my master^had not eeatmajt^^^tifi^ tobe 
Ldk'Ownfed,-if Ishobld perish^heire;, as it ^pf^jefo^ evid^t 
^ will be tbe.casfeyiyour'itis^estyimll be w^fwjerabla to 
-ovy.eDnBt, for niyd^athJj; jThecsaSr, tfotiriU^tanding 
Jus perilous! sitndtion^, could iiot. forb^rliaug^ing at 
: these ^Qrds,^nd Mrdllgc'an$Wf$redbi|i(l>t ^^l^tcfver fear, 
^Monsieur Van Hooit^iJC.ypn diid« ^e s^all all die 
tog^her^ and yimi* ■•. mi]fk . :wUl thpu ; have . npbady 
left' to be: accototabW.6)r).yiOur Icp^/ . rPeter^ finding 
the impbssibility of remhmg (>raQsjt94.t,f;gaye yp.^1 
l4hbugfa<^ of iityand choo^g a Ifick^y.fnciiqent landed 
Bafelyr though r .'witibi so^poi^ dii%cv)ty» 'M. Peterboff. 
. A ' good /supper was i.^(NH^ gotten . ^rpady ; and the 
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party, id tlie intervals of their repast, which was 
seasoned with the best Hungary wine, did not forget, 
whilst laughing at their recent fears, to rally Mon- 
sieur de Uoos, so that in a short time, that joy and 
satisfaction prevailed, which a recent escape from a 
great danger, seldom fails to produce* The folio w- 
iqg morning at day break/ while his companions were 
asleep, Peter set s^il in his vessel for Cronstadt, from 
whence be sent some sloops to' Peterhoff to convey 
the rest of the party.'* Surely of this magnanimous 
emptor it may be literally said, that he was the 
pilot who weathered the storm^ . . "^^ 

The czar Peter took great pains to introduce h 
new system of military tactics^ and this he did so 
«uccessfully, by the aid of foreigners eminently 
qualified for the purpo3e, that he made the Russian, 
ivith the exceptiofi of the £kiglishr the best soldier in 
the world. | 

He led his troops against the^ Ottoman Porte m 
1696, and was victorious both by land and sea. 
His soldiers captured the strong fortress of Azov, 
and tlie Turkish fleet experienced a signal defeat 

The accession of Charles the Twelfth to the 
crown of Sweden, and the aspiring ambition of that 
young monarch, occasioned a confederacy to be 
entered against hina, in which the czar of Muscovy 
and the kings of Denmark and Poland were, con^* 
bined. Peter entered Ingria at the; head pf eighty 
thousand men, smd laid siege to Narva. The army 
ctf Charles did not exceed twenty thousand men, 
httt $uch was his itnpatiencep that he advanced with 
not half the number of his forces, and defeated the 
Russians, and Peter was obliged to raise the si^^ge. 

(9 10.) ' 2 » 
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But the battle of Pultowa, in 1709, covered the 
czar of Russia with laurels of glory ; in that battle 
CharTes, the mad imitator of Alexander the son of 
Philip of Macedon, who always, according to 
Voltaire, used to carry a copy of Quintns Curtius 
in his pocket, was obliged to seek an asylum among 
the Turks. The king of Sweden had a powerful 
ally in the grand sultan, who wannly espousing his 
cause; ordered a large assembly to be raised to 
oppose the czar. The khan of Crim Tartary was 
also in his interest, and joined his forces to those 
of the Sublime Porte. Peter was at this time be- 
rieging* Riga, But upon receiving intelligence of these 
events^ he raised the siege, and wilfe twenty-foar 
thousand' men, entered Moldavia* The. grand vizier 
marched against the czar, who probably, relying 
upon his military abilities too much, was incau- 
tiously placed in a situation in which he could 
neither advance or retreat. Th6 czar wished to 
emulate his army to deeds of glory, and gave 
orders for breaking through the enemy's line with 
fixed bayonets ; but the Russian soldiers were not 
animated with the spirit of their illustrious com- 
mander. Catherine, unknown to her husband, having 
noticed the desponding temper of the army, entered 
into a treaty with the vizier, which was signed m 
the short space of six hours. 

Peter died as he had lived, a great man. All 
the circumstances of his illness, and the cause of 
his death, shew htm to be a very uncommon person. 
Too frequent a use of strong liquors brought oa h, 
disease m the neck of die bladder, ile could not 
rMolve to discover the seat of his disorder. This 
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conqueror, this intrepid wdrnor, who had so fre- 
quently braved death at the head of his battalions, 
could not surmount a false shame, and this cost him 
his life ; for it is probable, from the great strength 
of his constitution, that if his disorder, which at 
first was very trifling, had been checked in the be- 
ginning, he might have lived thirty years longer. 

It seenas that this species of modesty is one of 
those amiable weaknesses which are frequently 
attached to great men, but the fatal effects of which 
the world, in other instances than the present, has 
had reason to deplore. If Peter had lived thirty 
years longer, he would have seen the revolution 
which he had prepared almost completed. What 
go^d might he not have done to the Russians ! How 
many abuses would he not have corrected, and 
what useful establishments might he not then have 
formed ! Obliged to seek some relief for his disorder, 
he secretly took remedies from an empiric, whom 
one of his valets-de-chambre brought to him, and 
who engaged, according to custom, to cure him. 
But in spite of these remedies, the czar continued 
to grow worse, till at last, subdued by pain, he was 
forced to declare his complaint to Blomensfrot, his 
physician, who, unwilling to take upon himself a 
cure of such importance, sent to Moscow for Doctor 
Bredlow. The progress of the disease, however, 
rendered ineffectual all those ordinary remedies by 
which an incipient inflammation would perhaps have 
been allayed. 

** He endured the most cruel sufferings, and 
Sir — Home, an English surgeon, performed an 
operation which the czsar sustained with the utmost 
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fortitude, and which proved successful. He was 
relieved and in a fair way of being perfectly cured ; 
but, unable to endure the inactivity which was 
necessary for his recovery, he resolved to visit 
the works of the canal of Ladoga, a great enter* 
prise, conducted and directed by the compte de 
Munich. From thence he went to inspect his ma- 
nufactures of arms, the salt-pits, forges, and, other 
establishments, the offspring of his own genius, and 
of that knowledge which he had acquired in his 
travels. He went by water> bis favourite convey*- 
ance ; and, as it was in the month of October, and 
the weather was already severe, he suffered so 
much from the cold, that his physician advised him 
to return immediately to Petersburg. He was not 
yet unwell, but he was threatened with a return- of 
his complaint, v/hich was indeed brought about by 
an exertion worthy of his great mind — an exertion 
in the cause of humanity^ 

** As he was coming back by the Achta, a boat 
near him was overturned ; and, seeing the sailors 
in danger of being drowned, he sent some of his 
crew to their assistance. His height and strength 
rendered him fit for'tt service of this nature, and he 
succeeded in rescuing all the sailors. He no longer 
felt his disorder ; nevertheless, the cold and damp 
seized him, and upon his arrival at Petersbui^, lie 
had a relapse, which put an end to his life in the 
fifty-third year of his age. 

The character of this illustrious sovereign of the 
North has been ably di^wn by a French writer in a 
presumed letter to the late Rt. Hon. W. Pitt. 

** The defects, the vices, and, above all, tlie 
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crimes of Peter L have lessened tbe splendour of 
his glory, *and he oaghl rather to be reckoned 
among the number of extraordinary, than in the 
small circle of really great men. Under the former 
title he excites ray admiration; all extraordinary 
characters have a right to it ; but, according to the 
obstacles surmounted by them, they comparatively 
demand the tribute. Your illustrious £ft.t;h€r, \vho 
by turns was the Pemosthenes and Hichelieu of 
England, to me appears to have merited glory in a 
much greater degree, from the consideration of 
having risen superior to the rank in which he set 
out, than if the chance of birthright, or the hand of 
foitune, had bestowed it upon him. Although an 
Englishmen, I am not blind to the injustice of my 
country : I know that, even with our constitution, so 
much the subject of panegyric, plebeian merit witli 
difficulty raises her head. 

** With obstacles of another kind, and of a nature 
much more terrible, Peter I. had to contend. These 
were— 4he frenzy of superstition, and the innumera- 
ble prejudices of a nation still sunk in barbarism ; 
but the obstinate perseverance of his character ena- 
bled him to triumph over th^m. . Whilst on the one 
hand he opposed the formidable e/Torts of the con- 
queror of Narva, on the other he built ships, he 
sketched out plans for schools, he opened new 
roads to commerce ; in fine, h^ laid the foundation 
t>f that ever-increasing grandeur which threatens the 
greatest part of Europe with invasion." (Life of 
Catherine 11. of Russia^ fnmslated from the French 
by the Rev. W. W. Dakens.) 

Upon the death of Peter the First, his empress 
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Catherine mounted the throne, under the title of 
Catherine the First. Hiis princess was much be- 
loved and revered. Her abilities had been con- 
spicuousrly displayed during the life of her husband; 
she, hoivever^ retaliated upon the infidelity of Peter 
by illicit amours. 

Moens de la Croix, a young man of Flemish 
extraction, officiated in her household as chamber- 
lain : he was el^ant in his person, and prepossess- 
ing in his manners. The empress soon felt an 
attachment, which kindled all the* flames of love. 
A faithful domestic of Peter, named Jagoskychins, 
soon perceived the growing passion of Catherine, 
and apprised the emperor of it. Peter ewore ven- 
geance, but first resolved to satisfy himself as to 
the truth of the accusation. He therefore left P.e- 
tersburg upon a feigned pretence of repairing to 
obe of his summer palaces, whereas, in tact, he 
went to one of his winter residences. He then sent 
a confidential page to the empress, to infonn her 
that he was at Dupka, a small distance from Pe> 
tersburg. 

The page found the empress under an arbour of 
jessamine in the arms of her lover; Moen's sister 
was placed as a guard. Peter, informed by his 
servant of what he had seen, hastened in a 
paroxysm of rage to the spot, and knocked down a 
page who opposed his passage, and strack Cathe« 
ritie with his cane. On the following day, ' he 
entered the empress's house, and walking up to a 
splendid mirror in her apartment, dashed it to 
pieces with his cane : " Seest thou," said he, in a 
menacing tone of voice, ." that, wth a single stroke. 
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I have rednced that glass to the dust from whence 
it came. Catherine, who felt the allusion, replied 
in a mild tone of voice, '^True; but having de« 
stroyed the greatest ornament of your palace, do 
you think on that account it will become more 
brilliant?" This answer mollified the rag^. of the 
czar, and he entered into an amicable agreement 
with the empress. A more unpleasant fate awaited 
Moens and his sister, Mad^m Balks; they were each 
of them arrested and confined in one of the empe- 
ror's palaces, no person being allowed access .to 
them, • their provisions being carried to them by 
Peter himself. Moens was beheaded, and his sister 
received the punishment of the knout from the em- 
peror himself,, and was afterwards banished into 
Siberia. 

The day ensuing, after Moens had been decapi- 
tated, the czar conducted the empress in an open 
carriage to a place where, affixed to a pole, she 
beheld the head of her lover. She appeared to 
disguise her feelings; but, with a deep sigh,, ex- 
claimed, *' What a pity it is, that, among courtiers, 
there should be so much corruption.'* 

The reign of Catherine was glorious. . She died 
in 1727, and was succeeded by Peter, the Second. 
Daring the period of his government many public 
commotions took place, and prince Menzikoff, the 
sreat favourite of Peter the First, was exiled to 
Siberia. This prince died of the small pox. 

The Russian senate and nobility, upon the demise 
of Peter the Second, elected Anne, duchess of 
Courland, second daughter to John, Peter's eldest 
brother, to fill die- throne. This princess^ died in 



192 XEVOt.UTIONS O* THK 

1740, and left by will the crown to John, the son of 
her niece, the princew of MecUenburg. He was 
an infant of two years of age, and Count Biron wair 
appointed regent of the realm. A change of affairs^ 
however, soon took place, and the count was exiled 
to Siberia. Ther princess Anne of Mecklenburg, iu 
conjunction with ha husband, now took upon them 
the administration of the government; but the 
Russians, disapproving of their measures, raised 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Peter the Great, to the 
crown. Elizabeth Petrounce was his daughter by 
Catherine : she greatly resembled her mother. Her 
person was el^ant, and admirably proportioned: 
^ Her features were rather masculine v but ip her 
physiognomy there was something inexpressibly 
sweet, which, to a great degree^ were enhanced by 
the cafitivating refinement of a conversation often^ 
cheerful, but always flattering. If, hoviTever, she 
equalled her mother in those advantages that render 
female society alluring i if she surpassed her in a 
moderate taste for pleasures, she was far from pos-r 
sessing, like Catherine, that magnanunity of soul, 
which imparts to its possessor an irresistible ascend^ 
ancy over all within its influence. Instead of die 
knowledge requisite to govern, Elizabeth resigned 
her will to unremitted direction. 

Elizabeth, like the illustrious queen. of England 
of that name, refused to form a matrimonial alliance ;- 
but she was in no respect deaf to the voice of love. 
Field-^marshal Razumofisky, her grand huntsman, 
clandestinely gained her imperial hand. The em- 
press did not limit her favours to him, but Razu« 
moflbky maintained the pre-efaodnence, Elizabeth 



invited Charles Peter Ulric, son of the duke of 
Holstein Gottorp, and of Anne, daughter of Peter 
the Great, to Petersburg, in 1742, after having made 
him abjure the Lutheran tenets and embrace those 
of the Greek church. She declared him grand 
duke of Russia, and presumptive heir to the crown. 
He assumed the name of Peter Federovritsch. The 
empress, although secretly married to Razumoifsky^ 
vras afterward publicly affianced to the young prince 
of Holstein Euten ; but upon the ere of the celebra- 
tion of # the marriage, the prince was suddenly taken 
ill and died, which was a source of great affliction, 
to Elizabeth, as she had an exti*aordinary attachment 
to him* 

The princess of Anhalt Zerbist, sister of the prince 
of Holstein, excited by the tender affection which 
the empress had witnessed for her brother, secretly 
conspired to place her daughter upon the throne : 
in this design she was encouraged by. Frederic the 
Great, king of. Prussia. The plan was accelerated 
by the marriage of her daughter to the grand duke 
of Russia. That prince, howet^er, prior to that event, 
had been dreadfully mutilated and disfigui-ed by the 
ravages of the small pox. 

"The marriage was celebrated," says the author 
of the Life of Catherine the Second ; " but in spite 
of the mutual inclination that at first appeared to 
. engage their love, nature had not destined them to 
enjoy that pleasure long ; and the sudden change on 
the prince's features, was not the only cause of the 
youdiftil Catherine's indifference : another obstacle, 
which, though easy to be remdved, seemed still more 
cruel, and opposed their felicity; — ^neither the ardour 

(9, 10.) ^ 2c ^ 
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of his passion, nor the repeated efforts of Batore; 
could enable hixn to consmmmale (he marriage. Had 
the prince confided in some person of experience^ 
this resistance to the completion of bis wishes would 
have been soon removed ; but the modest shame of 
revealing such a circumstance, prevailed over incli- 
nation ; and the princess, to whom he was no longer 
acceptable, and who was at that time, perhaps, 
equally virtuous vrith himself, neither attempted to 
comfort her husband, nor superinduce those means 
that might have restored him to her arms. They 
lived', however, to appearance, in social amity, which, 
as it suited her purpose, Catharine was not eager to 
suspend. Brought up at no great distance from the 
court of Frederic, the very air of virfaich inspired the 
love of sciences, and die fin^ arts, this princess, to 
the charms of beauty and the advantage of an un- 
derstanding naturally good, added the enlargement 
of a well-informed mind, and delivered her senti- 
ments in several languages wi& &cility and elegance 
of expression. 

** Peter was not devoid of understanding, but his 
education had been much neglected, fie possessed 
an excellent heart, but he had not the manners of a 
gentleman. He was unusually tall, but ugly and 
almost deformed. Hia vrife's supaiority often made 
him blush ; and Catherine felt a degree of shame in 
possessing so unequal a partner i hat the last, and 
that the most affecting, drcumstance completed their 
disunion. He could mt make hev happy; hence 
arose that mutual hatred noticed by the court fiar the 
rapidity of its growth/' 

The caprice of theempress Elisiabeth waseingularly 
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displayed to^ands the .un&^itunate Pe(er» <m whom 
fihe had once &o profiiBely lavished her favours. He, 
ivas preduded from being fu^eseiit at anry political 
deliberaliocusu A lady d the=eiiapre8$'s bed-diamber 
one day had the temerity to aask Elizabeth, why she 
excepted the |^^d duke ficm all the delibearatioBS 
of her council ? *' If you w4U not gi?e him aat op* 
portunity of learnings" said she, ^ wlmt is necessary 
for a prince to know, what do yoa thiak will become 
of him and the empire ?"—'« Joanna, do you know 
where Siberia is?" replied the empress with a« 
frown« 

One of the gieatest eoraJfes <^ the grand duke 
was &e great chancellor Bestuscheft He was un- 
remitted in his exertions to render Mm batefai in the 
eyes both of the empress and especially the ladies 
of the court. The mode he adopted of disseminating: 
his intrigues was curious, enough. He wrote bw 
iustructions eve^y day upon slips of paper for tbe 
use of those ladies in whom he confided^ but in ao 
ambiguous a manner, that the notes were uointdli- 
gible to any but those in the plot. He then put 
them in a snuflf-box, and under pretence of offering 
a pinch of snuff, distributed them at pleasure* While 
Bestuscheff was thus conspiring the ruin of the 
grand duke^ the latter .was exposed to the treachery 
of one in whom 'he placed unlimited confidence* 
This was Gyvil Rastumoffiiky, brothar to tbe field* 
marshal* He was originally a prasant ; but, hearkig 
of die fa^h &vour in which his brother was held by 
1J^ empress, he made Ins appearance at Petafsbiug, 
wd throi^h the interest of his brother, soon arrived 
at the dignity of a count of the cmpne, and was 
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made tetman of the Cossacks, and introduced to 
the acquaintance of Peter. The other conspirators 
were tiie young princess Daschk6ff, and Maria 
Taschoglokoff, lady of.honour to the empress. 

** Th6 conspirators/' says an able writer, ** en- 
deavoured to persuade the empress that her nephew 
was given up to inebriety, long before he had accus- 
tomed himself to drink with success, a habit that 
he contracted doubtless for want of activity, attri- 
butable to vexation, and the cowardly suggestions of 
those who surrounded his person. This is a speci- 
men of their imposition : Maria Taschoglokoff was 
discoursing one day with the empress, and perceiving 
that Elizabeth was not pleased with the grand duke, 
she complained, with an air of affected sorrow, how 
unfortunate it was, that a prince so young should* 
addict himself to the habit of drinking! An intima- 
tion of this vice, never hinted at before, raised Eliza- 
beth's indignation; she attributed the thought to 
calumny, and challenged Taschoglokoff to prove her 
assertion. ^ Nothing is more easy,' replied the im- 
pudent woman; ♦your majesty-s eyes shall satisfy 
you of the truth.- A few days after, knowing the 
prince to be indisposed and confined to his room, 
she paid him a visit, and expressed an inclination to 
dine with him. Peter acceded to it, and seated her 
with him at the table. During the repasty Maria 
assumed a cheerful air, and in a moment of fawning 
hypocrisy told the prince, she would cure him with 
a bottle of champaigne. The wkie was called for, 
and the skilful Maria privately slipt into it a ](>inch 
of Spanish snuff; and, having pressed the grand 
dttke to drink several bumpers to his aunt's health* 
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she made him completely intoxicated. The para«- 
sitical woman then sent to inform the empress of his 
situation. Elizabeth came; and, ignorant of the 
details of the scene that had passed, beheld her 
sorrowful nephew with emotions of anger. ' Already 
too mach inclined to admit unfavourable prejudices, 
after this circumstance she gave full credit to every 
vice with which this young lady and her accomplices 
were pleased to saddle, him ; and falsehood, em- 
boldened by success, made too easy a conquest of 
her credulous ear.*' 

PetCT, having retired to a country house, there 
he amused himself in his insolated state by dressing 
his attendants in German uniforms, and teaching 
them the military exercise after the Prussian system 
of tactics ; at the same time she ordered a large 
body of soldiers to be garrisoned near his house. 
Happy would it have been for the grand duke had 
he confined his recreations to military science or 
theatrical exhibitions, to which he was greatly at-' 
tached ; those who were placed around his person 
were instructed to seduce him into the most vulgar 
habits; he was influenced to become a smoker, a 
drunkard, and a gamester. 

Sbltikoff, who filled the office of chamberlain to 
the ^rand duke, was a young man as much dis-' 
languished for the elegance of his taste and the 
refinements of his mind, as for the superior graces 
of hi!s person. He was well acquainted with French* 
literature ; the most beautiful pieces of Racine and^ 
Voltaiire, to which the harmonious lone of his voice 
seemed to give additional charms, he could repeat' 
without heisitation* ^* Although scarce emancipated 
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from infancy, jbe had secuced 4be faxrpnc? of Urn 
distinguisbed beauties of the cpwU and fiatterjr rai^de 
him proud. It is tr/ie, ^at iSolUkojSffii valoiur waa 
doubted among the men ; tut hi§ conduct on this 
account was not less tinqtufed with pr^^sumptioa 
and temerity in the company of females. ., At the 
84ght of a naked sword, he m^ht perhaps trepable ; 
but to extend the uumbei* of his gallaot coiiqi^ests, 
he often appeared to brate the deseists of .Sibcpda. 
To make up his character in a few words, he vaa 
regarded by the married men as sixi enemy, the 
most seductive and dangerous in the city of Peters- 
burg." 

Soltikoff had the presumption even to look wkb the 
eye of a gallant on his royal mistress. Ailer jmauy 
artftil nianceuvref he succeeded in gaining the afiee- 
tjons of Catherine. One day be threw himself at 
the feet of the piinoesSy and embraced then^ with 
unrestrained impetuosity. Catherine, greatly a^Q^cted, 
rushed away, and retiring to her closet, thus ad- 
dressed Soltikoff'^ — 

" Deserve the tears which you have caused to flow." 

(See the Tragedy of Mithridates.) 

The grand duchess now gave herself up to mi 
unrestrained enjoyment of illicit love. Through the 
persuasion of »Soltikoif, submitted to an operation 
prescribed by the law of Moses, and the celi^ 
brated Dr. Hei*man Boerfaaave assisted at the jopo* 
ration. 

The rise of this upstart favourite, and his influence 
over the grand duchess, at length aroused the 
indignation of the Russian nobles.^ The dwnceHor 
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Bestuchefff represented to theempreBs that Soltikoff 
was a tavourite, big with perfidy, from whose am- 
iHtioa Russia was threatened with a detestable reign. 
Elizabeth, iititated at the representation of his infa^ 
mous conduet, ordered him to repair to Stockholm, 
as envoy extraordinaiy to the king of Sweden.— 
Upon returning homef, he was arrested by a courier, 
who gave him a written order from the empress to 
reside at Hamburgh, in quality of minister from her 
court. In fact, Soltikoff was hi a state of exile : 
the grand duchess corresponded with him, until, a 
new favourite alienated her affections from him. 
Count Stanislaus Poniatowsky, (afterward king of 
Poland) when in the bloom of youth, visited Peters- 
burg, in company with the English ambassador. 
Catharine saw him, and was at once enamoured 
with him. Elizabeth was informed of Ae amour, 
and she ordered Poniatowsky to quit Russia, which 
was immediately complied with. The chancellor 
was friendly to Poniatowsky, and wrote to Count 
de Bruhl, first minister to the king of Poland, ac« 
quainting him with the attachment of the archduchess 
to the young count, in consequence ef which Po^ 
ntatowsky viras honoured with the order of the 
White Eagle^ and was sent as plenipotentiary from 
the king of Poland to the empress of Russia. 

The empress now had rendered herself notorious 
by her irregularities. " She quitted the enjoyment 
of moderate pleasures, and depraved her under- 
standing by exceeding the bounds of temperance. 
Unh«^pily, with the regular habit of devotionsd 
exercises, her tiaste idt voluptuoua propensities were 
not subdued. She prostrated herself whole hours 
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together before an image that she worshipped and 
consulted; and by turns passed from bigotry to 
sensual indulgences, and from debauchery to the 
altar. She sometimes drank to excess, and then 
appetite and impatience prevailed over the efforts 
of her women to undress her. They only basted 
together the robes which she had put on in the 
morning, . that they might be slipped off in the 
evening with a pair of scissars ; they then put her 
to bed, where she often recovered her strength in * 
the arms of some new athletic." 

The acquaintance. of Poniatowsky with Catherine 
continued disgracefully conspicuous ; it was known 
to all the court. While she was thus engaged in 
licentious amours, her husband was acting a most 
ridiculous and absurd part. He ridiculously affected 
to imitate Frederic the Great, clothed his soldiers 
in Prussian uniforms, and indulged in. habits of 
excessive inebriation ; and, when greatly intoxicated, 
once exclaimed. That he would conquer the North, 
and in all things copy Frederic. 

Elizabeth, however exceptionable her private 
conduct, managed the affairs of her empire with 
great wisdom. She abolished capital punishments^ 
and introduced into all civil and military {nroceed- 
ings a spirit of lenity unknown before. She con- , 
eluded gloriously a war with Sweden. To support 
the interest of the house of Austria, she ordered an 
army of forty thousand men, under general Apra^^in, 
to the assistance of the empress Maria Louisa, and 
to oppose the designs of the king of Prussia. — 
Nothing could be mora galling to the feelings of 
the archdti^e Peter than this expedition, so hostile 
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to a moDarch with tirhom he was so enraptured* 
He immediately sent a letter to the chancellor, re« 
qnesting him to recal the troops* The empress 
was at this time greatly indisposed, and Bestuschefi^ 
fearfiil of incurring the displeasure of the presump- 
tive heir to the crown, sent despatches to the Rus« 
sian general to return home. This measure, added 
to the known connivance of the chancellor at the 
connection between Poniatowsky and the grand 
duchess, hastened his ruin. Peter began to enter* 
tain irtrong suspicions of the incontinence of his 
wife, and interdicted her presence to Poniatowsky. 
He waited upon the empress, and acquainted her 
with all the circumstances which had come to his 
knowledge; he accused the chancellor of being 
accessary to his dishonour, and also informed Eliza- 
beth that general Apraxin had been ordered home 
by the express orders of the chancellor. The era- 
press^ enraged at the conduct of her prime minister, 
immediately commanded him to be placed under 
arrest. He was brought to trial, found guilty of the 
crimes alledged against him, and was condemned to 
lose his head, but the empress remitted the sentence 
to banishment to Siberia. 

Bestuscbeff was succeeded in the chancellorship 
by Count Woronzoff. This change deeply affected 
the grand duchess ; she demanded an interview 
with Elizabeth, but she was i*efused. She then sent 
a letter to M. de THopitel, the French ambassador, 
to mediate with the empress on her behalf; but 
this request he politely declined. 

Poniatowsky was still in a more perilous situation; 
he was .recalled home to /Warsaw, but he could not 

(11,12.) 2 nr 



ffii nKyfniVnpiaji or the 

fupp^rt^b^ ifl^a^Je^Tlng Cttheiine; He, AierefoFe, 
it) spite of tN orclfiw.of tha eottrt, remained in dise 
giiise, thad h^ might have sebret interviews with the 
ducheivs* Oie day, as be fivius going to h& palace, 
he waa discpvereij, by his insignia of the "White 
^f^lGf by one pf the grand dnke's domestics, who 
ra^ tQ inform the duke. Peter sent for one of the 
aiQst p,l^letic of his officers, whom he commanded 
to feize Poniatowsky, and bring him before him. 
Th? Q$ic?r went in pursuit, and soon joined the 
(DQpQt^ of Mhom he demanded who he was, and 
ivbat wa9 hi$ business ? Poniatowsky rejdied, that 
be was a German tailor, who had come to Oranien* 
ba^ipi, (the palace of the grand duke) to measure an 
officer for a suit of clothes. '^ I have orders to take 
you," said the officer, *< before the grand duke.**— 
^' I caqnojt consent to that, I have not time,** replied 
H^ Qoupt. '' Ob ! whether you have time or not, 
yi^V shs^l follow me:" and thus saying, he threw 
;^ut Poniatowsky's neck a handkerchief, and then 
dr^Lgged him along to the palace. 

>IVhen Peter siaw the count thus, led like a com* 
in/9n' felon before him, he feigned great sorrow at 
the circumstance, and reprehended the officer for 
his conduct, but he secretly enjoyed the disgraceful 
situation in which Poniatowsky was placed, and 
he viewed that as a sufficient punishment. 

To retaliate upon his consort, Peter formed an 
acquaintance with the youngest daughter of the 
sew chancellor' Woronsotf. With this lady he 
openly cohabited. The empress was eveiy day de- 
clining m her health; a reconciliation had been 
effected between her and Catherine, and the latter 



acquired dtfcfa infkiMce ad to itidHifi; ElksatillH fl> 
iodtcate gre^t partiality fQl th« gv^nll eTubbft^"^ mi^ 
Faol Petroiritt. Thd M))[)riEHWl Wifei^^^flK«led ^tiih it 
disorder which baffled all ti^ ^MrtMnt^Dif iMdibRl 
science; it was a bowel ^mi^aiai. ^ IW ](ti(te\% 
heragony^ she dta^L with ^Mter violeHlMi Yalh 
were the reOiomftraD^e^ af her phyM:ilM»9, wh(9 mSr 
deavoufed to coavince her, that b^sor'dblng sh^ 
abridged the floeasilM Of he^ ejtMtencd V«iii tllfe 
attempts of those fliefids most aCtacHdd Whetp^ 
soti) to resMve strong liquors out Of hw- reaclt ; >sh^ 
persisted ifi haviqg a case Um k^t ^ansfter^ iff whiibh 
she kept the Icey under her piltow. Fr<iiii tbift 
titue^ they saw hef hfe iriftlKUy appro^hiHf ilfe 
utmost tei^e; The court intrigue)r$ rattled^ %Mt 
.forces^ and dWided intio srpposite factioas." 

The party of Catkei&er waas headdl hy t<mtit 
fkshuwaloff ; another Ihctioa^ that of the grand dake, 
^as powerfully soppmled by the senator Wofontsoff 
brother to Am^ chaifcellor^ Catherine had* aMytb^r 
great adhef^nt to hef cause iip count Panin^ *wha, 
from a tfety )ow extnction, ai^oie to ^e hij^heit 
honours io Russia. This p^eirating fiaatwmai^ 
formed the Mea of i^e«ni«iti^ the diifeYent feotions; 
and, by plaeinfg the graftd duki^oa^ the th«*ne^ an^ 
meat and increase the p«wer Of Catbenae. Pania 
*cfed With tlie diipHcity Of a- Crthiwell ; hf pre- 
tended to trea« Catbsirine with Ihe gniat^M ctotempl, 
and to evidence that he had totally abandoned her 
^ause, he i^epaired 10 eOudtr S«b«Watoiv and <hus 
addressed him* '^ How/* i«***e, « can^ you vea- 
Uf6 with uneifual slrekiglh^ fifr Oppose tho pinoei 
4lhd by aO^h tetiieritsr htlft f^mtM 4mm ^i^hlM 
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predpice, $ ceytaib deaths in order to disposses 
him of athnonet which the choice of her imperial 
maijesty hits ^ORferred upon the legitimate heir» 
irhose birth entitles him to exalted dignity? But 
admit th#' possibility that you could set aside his 
stoccessiour 'oto.you cherish a hope of obtainii^ 
.your interest long under a minority, the weakneiui 
of which would encourage yonr rivals, give rise to 
a crowd of. malcontents eager to accelerate your 
4M1 ?. Should' you triumph over one conspiracy^ can 
'yOU'be assured of similar advantage over another? 
If the first blow directed against you does not ex^ 
tinguish your, power, will not the second level yonr 
greatnidss ? The most pradent step that you caa 
take is to support the grand duke ; there is still 
time for that : he is acquainted with the obstacle^ 
thrown in jbis way, and will consider himself happy 
if, at the pw0 of a partial sacrifice, he can render 
them no more formidable. Let him then with tran- 
quilUty possess th6 throne ; but let him purchase it 
upon conditions' that will dissipate our present fears, 
and.ibr th^ fatuce Jay the prince under a r^traint 
4iot 4o abuse his power. The knowledge of these 
conditions would be useless now; but should yon 
accede to my advice, I entertain no doubt of the 
grand duke's witting consent, and you shall have 
my promise that a plan, conciliating the vio<- 
lence of all parties, shall be immediately , sug- 
gested."* 

: Schuwaloff was silent, but be sent immediately to 
the grand dttke» i^^|^«estitig to see liim on especial 
bnsMiess. Peter camia; and, Schuwaloif, who then 
^ait(|iBn9enQnslyiU,tbas spoke:—" Princ?/' said he. 
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^*y6a iBxe n6t ignorant of the prejadiC€8 formed 
against you. An idea is entertained^ that yoor 
^inclinatioii prefers the 6»man to the Russian inte- 
rest ; the people fear you, the great detQst you ; all 
announce a tempestuous reign. Every thing evincei, 
that, rather than submit to the designs which they 
suppose you now cherish, a resolution to endure the 
last extremities. Of what you really meditate, I 
-am ignorant. I know not if you will triumph over 
the combination fwmed to crui^ you, or if that wiH 
subdue your opposition ; but should you eflfect what 
they, expect you mean to do — should you, in ordar 
to elevate to her place a woman so vile, so despicar 
ble as the countess Woronzoff, entertain a thought 
of divorcing the grand duchess, remember that you 
will undermine your own happiness, and raise such 
storms as will involve you in misery ; sooner ot 
.later you will fall a victim to the troubles that 
may ensue, and thereby dishonour your reputation 
for ever/' 

The grand duke, during this harangue, frequently 
changed colour. Peter then informed Schuwaloff, 
that he had never entertained a thought of dissolving 
his marriage ; the charge was base and calumnious^ 
^* Romanowna Woronzoff," added the duke, *' her- 
self perhaps accredits a report that flatters ber 
^vanity* She: is lan inconmc^erate woman; I have 
promised her. marriage, pre-supposing the grand 
duchesses death, but sheia not yet dead." fiy tiie 
manosuvres. of Panin, the; grand duke and duchess 
were adpaitted to the bed-sidie of the dyingprinoeiss^ 
.who, adressmg^ them joiutly^v siud, '' That theyt had 
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already partaken of her love, mad tta/hAtf diad iitl- 
ploring upon them every beoedicticA/' / 

Paoio, haviog thus successfully carried on his 
projects, paid a visit to Peter> irbose friend he 
hypocritically pretended to be^ whom he harangued 
in the following terms. ** Upon the first step that 
you take,prince» when you ascend the throne, depends 
the success of your reign^ and the glory thM you 
may merit. To attain the sovereign authority there 
are two ways : the first isi a proclamatkm firoin 
the army of your accession to the imperial d%nity ; 
the second, an acceptance of the crown from the 
hands of the senate. The former is the readiest, 
the latter the surest way. Th« eyes of all Emrope, 
and a great part of Asia, are fixed upon you. He* 
present then to yourself the glory that you will 
acquice should the numerous people^ subjects of 
your dominion, and even fore^ers themselves^ be- 
hold an act of g^ierosity, that condescends to wave 
particular rights, and from the free spontaneous 
election of the representatives of the nation, accept 
a crown, for the possession of which 3^our ances- 
tors are indebted tQ force of arms, and a Ysnal 
soldiery* 

'^ You are not ignorant of the fsequent revoln- 
tions exp^enced in this eottpne; you know with 
what facility the troops^ seduced from their attef« 
giance «r matinoasly affir cted^ faaivei either crowned 
€tf deposed theit sovenigns. To preclude such 
dangelota experiments^ ^' plan I have proposed 
stands idone ndecjfBaflied : elected by the eenate, 
iia1;eie«l;WilI proiupt its membeni to snppott. their 
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caQse ; and the people iitipreased \fith a propei^ 
senile of th^ respect due to your fiaered person, 
will be ever ready to rally round it for your 
defence." 

While Peter was delil^rating upon the proposal 
of coupt Panin» two of hie counsellors ent^ed the 
r90Qi, and upon his disclosing to them what had 
passed, they requested bim^ to consult prince Tro- 
betskoi» who was at m advanced age, and had 
witnessed various revol«tMQs. The prince was sent 
for. Having made knowfi to bim the project of 
Panin, the old prince replied 9S follows. 

'' Prince, you have been advised to pursue a 
CQvrse, not merely dangerous in itself, but conw 
pletely at varianoa with the established customs of 
the empire. The constitqtioQ of Russia is entirely 
inilitary, and the senate hus never been able to ini- 
flnenee the election of the czar's. Where then is to 
b^ £wn4 Hiat pretended glory, derived from ae*- 
cepting the crown from a legislative body instead of 
receivings it from the hands of victorious soldiers ? 
Would the kings of Poland ^nd Sweden, chosen by 
a diet or senate, urge the sume precedent upon the 
emperor of all the Russias? To reign well is the 
distipguishing glory of a sovereign. Not anxious 
about a trifling forinality, shew yourself deserving 
of this glory : disdaining the inteferehce of an am- 
bitious senate, which will soon cause you to repent 
your misplaced confidence. If unhappily your 
throne should totter, will or can the senate assist 
you by its energy and strength. Should you begin 
yovr reign by sowing the seeds of discontent in the 
s«rajy» by s^contemptvoq^ rejection of antient custom, 
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of vbicb they are pecoliarly jeftlous, ^ill you not 
at some period or othei*, be exposed to their ven- 
geance. 

Peter was now halting between two opinions. 
He at last resolved to consult the grand duchess. 
To his message Catherine merely returned a blunt 
and brief answer, ** That it was requisite for him 
to conform to antient custom/' Scarcely had the 
messenger returned home, that news was brought 
of the death of the empress Elizabeth : she expired 
January 5, 1762, after a reign of twenty years. 

No sooner was Elizabeth's death made public, 
than a crowd of courtiers assembled at the palace 
of the grand duke, who received them with great 
condescension, and also received the^ oath of allegi- 
ance from tbe officers of his body-guard. The 
sddiers vehemently i^hputed, '' If you take good 
*.care of us, we will serve you with as much fidelity 
as we did the late good empress." The grand 
duke immediately was proclaimed emperor, under 
the title of Peter the Third. 

The first acts of this prince indicated a mild and- 
benevolent disposition. He treated all the confidents 
and favourites of the late empress his aunt. He 
was kind and conciliatory in his behaviour to his 
greatest enemies, one of whom, Schuwaloff, he ad- 
vanced to the dignity of field-marshal. To Cathe- 
rine he was polite, attentive, and courteous. He 
passed the chief of his time in her company, and 
was guided in every thing by her advice and coun« 
sels. A vast number of distinguilshed exiles were 
recalled from Siberia. Peter repaired to the senate^ 
9iftd there read an edict by which the nobility were 
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Russian dowiniona aa they pleased* They were 
also freed from the vassalage in which their ances- 
tors had lived. AU these auspicious circumstancea 
served only to cast a dark shade over the character 
of Peter, when, in a very ediort time, he was foand 
to neglect the conceras of government, and aban*- 
don himself to revelry and debauchery. The aid- 
de-camp general to Peter, was high in his favour and 
conSdence : his name Was Goudowitsch. Peter had 
for five days successively been rioting with bis 
mistresses and libidinous courtiers ; and, in the midst 
of his SardanapaUan ejccesses, Goudowitsch entered, 
and, with a rigid, and severe countenance, he thus 
addressed his sovereign : 

" Czar, I perceive that to us,* whofare your friends, 
you prefer the enemies of your glory. You are 
zealously attached to them, are liberal io the ser- 
vices you render them. You seem willing to jus- 
tify those reports, that you were more emulous of 
vulgar and disgraceftil sensualities, than deserving 
the government of a great empire. 

*^ Is it thus, sire, that you copy after the example 
of your illustrioua grandfather, Peter the Great, 
whom you have so repeatedly declared you had 
taken for your model i Ih this your perseverance 
in that noble and wise conduct, which, at your 
accession, meritoriously captivated the love, and 
fixed for a time the affections of your people ? ' But 
that love and that admiration have already vanished ; 
liotfaing now is heard but murmurs, and the Ian* 
guage of discontent P^ersburg demands whether 
its czar ceases to live within its walls ? Tho whole 
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empire trembles, lest the expectation of laws which 
might reanimate its vigour should prore vain and 
abortive. The wicked alone triumph, and intrigues 
and cabals are prevalent every where. Rise then, 
O czar! rise from your lethargy! Hasten to 
demonstrate, by some splendid act of virtue, that 
you are worthy to realize the expectations which, on 
your coming to the crown, you raised in the breasts 
of your subjects.'^ 

Abashed and terrified at the language of Goudo- 
witsch, Peter replied, *' Tell me what I can do to 
recompense the empire for those days I have spent 
in debauchery?" At that moment Goudowitsch 
presented the two declarations, of which one con^ 
tained privileges granted to the nobility, and the 
other for abolishing the privy chancery. Peter put 
the papers under his arm, and went to read them 
before the senate, who concluded that he had 
been five days employed in digesting those sub^ 
jects. 

Notwithstanding the late derelection from his 
public duty, the czar evidently profited by the 
animated harangue of his aid-de-camp general. 
He undertook the reformation of various abuses in 
courts of jurisprudence, and he encouraged com- 
merce, the arts, and the sciences. He still main* 
tained his predilection for Prussia, and con*e8ponded» 
but in a very servile manner, with Frederic : the 
latter, in consequence of the czar's urgent request, 
made the emperor of all the Russias a major- 
general in his army ! Peter was attached to > the 
Lutheran religion, and treated the national faith of 
4iis country with glaring disrespect. He; pillaged 
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,ihe churches of the images of the saints, so dear to 
the Russians. He caused the archbishop of Novo- 
gorod to be banished for remonstrating against his 
innoTations. His conduct was equally offensive to 
the army: he introduced the Prussian exercise, 
placed German officers over the Russian soldiers, 
and made other arrangements equally impolitic. Mr. 
Coxe affirms, that such was the ridiculous homage 
he paid to Frederic the ^reat, that he used pub- 
licly to call him master. ^^ Talking with one of his 
favourites, he said, You know I have been a faith- 
ful servant to my master ; for you remember that I 
transmitted to him intelligence of all the secrets of the 
cabinet/' (Coxes Travels^ vol. iii. p. 14.). 

The czar for some time treated Catherine with 
> great external respect ; but of a sudden he reversed 
iiis behaviour, and not unfrequently publioly insulted 
Jier. Catherine knew well how to profit by this im- 
politic conduct. " Well instructed for some years 
in the surt of dissimulation, she found no difficulty in 
assuming before the eyes of the multitude, appear- 
ances most repugnant to her feelings. The pupil of 
philosophers became a bigot^ went daily to the 
churches in Petersburg, offered up prayers with all 
the affectation of ardent zeal, forced upon herself 
the most superstitious rites of the Greek church, 
accosted the poor with benevolence^ and treat0d 
the parish clergy with a respect that .did act ^ to 
travel from house to house* and accumulate her 
praise." ' ' ? 

Whilst Catherine was acting this politic part, the 
. c2ar, her husband, was plunging himself into an 
abyss of the most, disgraceful licentiousness. . He 
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Btooped 80 low 88 to live familiarlj with bnfiboii8» 
and admit them to his table* 

One evening, after the play, he promiscuously 
invited the actors, male and female, to sup with the 
ladies and grandees of his court, and he placed a 
dancer by his side, whom he called his little wifi. 
' The influence of Romanowna Woron^off over 
this deluded and infatuated monarch every day was 
increasing. '' It is a well known fact," says that 
judicious writer and enlightened traveller, the Rev. 
Mr. Coxe, that ^' he more than once avowed an in- 
tention of arresting Catherine and her son, (after- > 
ward Paul the First) whom he proposed to exclude 
from the succession, and of marrying Elizabeth, 
countess of Woronzoff, his mistress. This alarming 
measure was scarcely adopted before it vms im- 
mediately conveyed to Catherine, through the 
imprudence of the counttes^" (Code's Tmvelsy vol. 
iii. p. 19.) 

The countess of WoroQBoff had been apfirized of 
the empress's amoiirs vrith Solt^LOif, and it was upon 
that basis that Peter detennilied to pronounce his 
. son Paul Petrovitz iUegitimate, and to preveai him 
from succeeding to the throne. He tiien sent to 
Hambuig for Soltikoff; and upon his arrtvai at Pe- 
tersburg, he lltvished upon him a profosion of favours 
uid benefits. The motive was seltevident ; it was 
to obtlun^from ham proo£i of the, gudt of Catherine. 
Resolved to disbfaerit his. son Paoli he fixed his 
choice for a successor upon prince Iwan, who was 
dAtbktmed 1^ £liejtbed&. That prints ww in the 
fortr^SB of Schluwebuig ; tiiithei! Peter tepeifed^ but 
jb disgtne^ kimog dworoted) ote of hi* ^tteadaMs 
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as the emperor. Iwan recognised tb^ csar, and 
throwing himself at his feet, exelaimed — '* Cxar, here 
you are tfaie master. I will not importune you with 
a long petition, but do soften the rigour of my lot/ 
For many yearn have I groaned in the darkness of 
this prison ; the only favour I ask is a permission 
occasionally to breathe a purer air." The czar replied, 
** Rise, I wan, (lighdy tapping him on the shoulder) be 
not uncomfortable, for the future I will make use of ail 
the means I possess to render youf confinement less 
severe : but tell me, prince, do you retsin a recol- 
lection of all the misfortunes that you have endured 
from your early childhood ?"• — " I have not even a 
faint idea," said Iwan, '* of those which assailed ray 
infancy ; but from the moment in which 1 began to 
feel misery my tears have not ceased to mingle with 
those of my &ther and mother, who were unhappy 
but on my account ; and the greatest pain that I 
endured, proceeded from the cruel treatment they 
experienced when we were transported from one 
fortress to another." — " Ah ! from whom did you 
experience that cruel treatment," demanded the 
czar. " From the officers who conducted us," said 
Iwan, *^ the most inhuman of beings." — " Can you 
recollect the names of those officers ?"—** Alas !" 
rejoined Iwan, *^ we were net curious to learn their 
names; we contented ourselves with rendering 
thanks to heaven upon our knees, when such mon- 
sters were relieved by less ferocious characters."-^ 
'* What l" exclaimed the emperor, " did you never 
meet with humane persons ?"— " One only amoqpt 
this troop of tigers deserved exception," said Iwan. 
** He won our affections^ and assuaged our sorrow^. 
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iSis repeated goodness, his generous attentions, 
have impressed upon my memory sudi lively marks 
of gratitude as never — ^no never, can be erased."— 
/* And are you also ignorant of tliat brave man's 
name," said the czar, greatly afi^ted. " Oh, no !" 
replied the exile, " I well remember it ; it was 
Korff." 

> The Baron de Korff, mentioned by Iwan, was 
among the attendants of Peter. He heard the 
eulogium passed upon him, and burst into tears-: 
the czar did the same ; and, taking Korff by the 
arm, said in broken accents, ^' Baron, see that a 
good action is never lost." The czar i*tired, and 
left Iwan in company vdth the baron of Ungein 
Sternberg. " How came you here, prince ?" cried 
the. baron. " Who can sufficiently guard against 
the Rasboiniks, the banditties r" replied Iwan. *' One 
day, an order, from I know not who, came to the 
prison in which I was confined with my parents. 
The banditti rushed into the middle of our family, 
and tore me from the only persons I knew in the 
worl^, who alone had engrossed all my affection, 
and possessed all my confidence ; tore me from my 
father, my mother, my brothers;, and my sisters. 
Oh ! what streams of tears have flowed from these 
eyes ; oh ! how have I lamented their loss : and 
what pangs must harrow up their souls if they are 
yet alive. How must they deplore the loss of a 
son, and of a brother !" — " What are. your ideas as 
to the probable fate of our new czar?" enquired the 
baron. '* If I may judge by the idea I have formed 
. of the Russians, his fate will not be more fortunate 
.than Jjpdne has been« My father and« mother have 
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ofted told me, that foreign, pritices wilt always in* 
cur batredi and at last be dethroned by the perfi* 
dious and proud Russian." 

Catherine had now fixed her afiections upon 
Count Gregory Orloff, who had risen to his present 
elevated situation from being a subaltern in the army» 
With this favourite the empress concerted a plan for 
annihilating the authority of the czar. The princess 
Daschkoff daughter of the senator Woronzow, and 
sister of the mistress of Peter, was the life and soul 
of the conspiracy. " Jealous of her sister's glory, 
neither the threats of that sister, heightened by her 
father's sanction, nor the authority of the chancellor, 
ber uncle, in whose house she had been. brought 
up, could detach her from a party, in taking the 
chief direction in which her vanity was gratified. \ 

*' During her residence at Moscow, she had studied 
the languages, and perused many foreign publica- 
tions. Her ambition by these acquisitions was still 
more fired, and induced a contempt of that igno« 
ranee so prevalent in her own nation. In fine, she 
thought herself capable of heading the conspiracy; 
she therefore haughtily braved the displeasure of her 
family, and with the same spirit would have braved 
^eath itself.'' (J^if^ of Catherine the Second^ voU i* 
p. 143.) 

Daschkoff had in her service a native of Piedmont, 
whose name was Odart. She introduced him to 
Catherine, who appointed him her private secretary, 
a place of considerable confidence, and well adapted 
fpr a man of so intriguing a disposition. The chief 
conspirators, the empress, the princess Daschkoff,. 
and Odart, began now their criminal operations; 
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tiieir first bb|ect was to gain the military over to their 
Bide ; for attaining this primary oligect, they fixed 
upon the Hetman Razumoffsky and Count Panin. 
The Hetman assembled his friends together, and 
told them, that a plot was forming tor dethrcming^ 
the emperor. The persons to whom be addressed, 
requested to know what they were to do. " When 
the conspiracy breaks ont, second my exertions," 
replied Razumofisky, ** and I will pnt you in posses- 
sion of that rank to which you are entitled by birth 
and talents. The blind intrepidity of some obscure 
persons will strike the first blow. Let us, my friends, 
mark the moment of enterprize : should they suc- 
ceed, our ingenuity must profit by their seditious 
movetneuts. Are you disposed to follow my exam- 
ple ?" They all unanimously answered in the affirm- 
ative. 

Prince Wolkonsky, major-general of the guards, 
and the archbishop of Novogorod were easily gained 
over. It may be recollected, that this dignified 
ecclesiastic had a supreme aversion to Peter, on ac- 
count of the innovations he had made in- the esta- 
blished religion; he had also been exiled, but 
afterward recalled by the czar. Another active 
agent was also engaged in this plot, namely Glebofi^ 
solicitor-general to the senate, who had received 
innumerable favours from his royal master. It was 
agreed that Peter the Third should be deposed ; 
but the great question to be discussed was. How 
such an event was to be effected ? Here the con- 
spirators differed. Orloff, Panin, and Razumoffsky, 
were of opinion, that the czar should be arrested 
at Petersburg, during the celebration of St. Peter's 
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festival. Lieutenant Passick declared^ that die 
emperor ought to be assassinated in the midst of 
his court ; and so determined was this sanguinary 
wretch, that, in spite of the remonstrances of his, 
accoinplices, he went, in company with another 
conspirator, and laid wait during two days in hopes 
of dispatching the emperor; but, happily, Peter 
eluded the deadly blow of the assassin. 

At a meeting of the conspirators count Panin 
addressed the empress in the following energetic 
language: 

'^ I know, madam, the summit of your wishes, and 
the extent of your power : but I know also the 
point at which your ambition should stop. When 
you .were grand duchess you repeated a hundred 
times, that your wishes would be amply gratified, 
with the appellation of * The emperor's mother. - 
What ! is not that title sufficiently splendid ? You 
now aspire to the throne of Russia, to the exclusion 
of your son. By what right do you claim the sole 
i^vereignty of the empire ? • Are you descended 
from the blood of the czars? Was you even bom 
in their dominions ? Do you suppose for a moment 
that the ailtient and warlike hation of Muscovy will 
acknowledge a. countess of Anhalt for its sovereign? 
Does it not forcibly press upon your mind, that the 
nation will ever cherish a pre-eminent veneration for 
the descendants of Peter the Great? Ah ! madam, 
cease to demand more than you have power to 
retain. Reflect, that the only means of justifying 
your rash enterprise is, to appear less concerned 
about your^own, than anxious to promote your son's 
interest/' 

(11,12.) 2 p 
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iThis speech of count P^nm electrified the whole 
aatSemhly. A dead silence prevailed ; while a Tisibte 
agitiation pervaded the conspirators, Atledgth the 
empress thus repKed : 

" Your argumen^ts, connt, are very forcible, bat 
they fail of convmcing me. I know, and am per- 
snaded, yon will agree with me in the assertioD, 
that, provided the Russians are governed, it is a 
matter of indiflTerenee to them from whence their 
prifices derive their origin. This nation knows no- 
thing but obedience to the constituted supreme au- 
thority ; Menzikoff, Biren, and Munich, furnish proofs 
of this. It is not upon such principles that 1 would 
reign; but^ on the contrary, with clem^cy, witk 
justice, and in a manner that ^lould exclode evenr 
the slightest pretext for murmur or dissaftisfeictioii. 
But yotr, who talk of murmurs and seditions, cair 
you forget that they are more frequent under re* 
gencfes? Should we ourselves have engaiged is 
(he present business had Peter the Third been ca:^ 
pabfe of holding the reins of government? Yo» 
are alarmed ahout my son ; but would yoa rathev 
abandon him to^ a capricious fether, by whom> be is 
disavowed, than conltde him to a mother, who 
cherishes him with te»d affection? Admitting, tfcait 
ambition prompts me to dim at supreme power, is 
lit not to afford me the opportnnity of remunerating 
those who. have rendered me services? Yes, 
doubtless they may confide in my grateful recollec- 
tion of their attachment to me; but I cannot eonfbr 
favours, if f have not the sphere of ability to confer 
Ibera — that power and that abffity I request of 
you.'' 
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Paoin did not yield his opioion in qoa^etpience 
of this harangue of Catherine, and the coaspiratajre 
went away divided in their opinions. Tfee inflexi* 
bility of Panin, which withstood the eloquence and 
logic of his royal mistress, and the unwe^H^ efforts 
bf'Orloff, Odart, and the princess Da^chkoff, was 
softened at length by listening to the voice of love. 
The princess was young, and very be^ttful, fai^r 
intellectual powers were of a superior order. Odart 
was the agent who carried on the ainoar: Pania 
was reudered happy; and the erapre^ had no 
one now to thwart the projects of hi^r ambi- 
tion. 

Peter was at this time engaged in equippidg a 
fleet which was to commence hostilities a^nst 
Denmarlf ; one division was at Croo^ta^t* the (^er 
at Raval. The military force were alrea<)y Msembl^ 
in Pomerania, and thec^ar was himself preparing to 
head his army to invade Hpktein. He faa^ fixed upon 
the day following, the fiest;ival of St Peter, for hip 
departure^ which be proposed celebrating at Peter- 
hoflf, and he had determined, prior to his departure^ 
to arrest the empress^ There were not waitting 
persons who watched every motion of the czar, and 
were privy to all bis designs. Peter had retired to 
his palace at Oranienbaum, to which he had i^yite^^ 
the most beautiful ladies of the court. The con- 
spiracy was^ developed by a soldier of the royal 
guards, who inadverteitf ly presuming his captain wa<^ 
in the secret, interrogated him 9s to the day in whieh 
they were to take up arms against the emperor. 
The captain made a report, and PassicJk» who wa«f 
a lieutenant Jo this ifgimeot» wa» jnitiwLtly &w^, 
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He had sufficieDt time, while under arrest, to write 
with a pencil on a scrap of paper — " Strike imme- 
diately, or we are ruined/' The person entrusted 
with this note delivered it to the princess Daschkoff, 
she gave it to Panin, proposing an immediate exe- 
cution of their plan. Panin, however, disapproved 
of that idea, and, affirming that it was requisite to 
delay it until the morrow, he departed. 

No sooner was the count gone, than the princess 
dressed herself in male attire, and went to meet 
Orloff and his accomplices upon the Green Bridge, 
which was the appointed place of rendezvous. 
Catherine had left the palace and taken up her 
residence in a pavilion, near which flowed a canal, 
which communicated with the river Neva ; a boat 
was stationed on the canal, in case of necessity, to 
convey her from Russia. 

Catherine laid herself down to ^ rest, and was m 
a profound sleep, when a sudden noise awakened 
her, and she perceived a soldier by hersidie, who 
presented her with a note from the princess Dasch- 
koff. (The key of the pavilion was given to him to 
let himself in.) The note was as follows: 

' " Your majesty has not a moment to lose : pre- 
pare to follow me." 

The soldier instantly disappeared. The empress 
called her fenmle attendant, Iwanoffna ; they dressed 
themselves without loss of time. At this moment 
the soldiei" returned, and informed the empress, that 
a carriage was waiting for her at the 'garden gate. 
She stepped into it, and Orloff officiated as driver. 
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Some obstructions arising in the journey, Catherine 
alighted, and proceeded some way on foot, when 
they met with a peasant's cart. Orloff stopped it, 
and the empress entered it, the party now drove 
on, when the noise of a carriage was distinctly heard 
as coming forward with great mpidity. It was the 
carriage of count Orloff, whose brother was in the 
cart with the empress, who, preceded by the couit, 
speedily reached the capital. 

Catherine hastened to the place where a body of 
troops were stationed, whom she bad bribed from 
then' allegiance. As soon as she arriyedy which 
was in the night, thirty of those soldiers rushed out, 
nearly naked, and saluted her with loud acclama- 
tions. Astonished at the paucity of the number, she 
began to tremble for the consequence, and addressed 
them thus: 

Soldiers ! Forced by danger, I have recourse to 
you for protection. The czar proposes this night 
the destruction of myself and son. I could not 
escape death but by flight In committing my 
person to your care ; I rely upon your fidelity." 

The military declared they would die in the 
empress's defence. The Hetmari Razumoffsky now 
made his appearance; the soldiers were all sum- 
moned together, and they acknowledged Catherine 
as their sovereign, shouting out " Long live the 
empress." Catherine was now surrounded by two 
thousand armed men, besides a vast number of the 
inhabitants of Petersburg. She then went with a 
vast retimie, amidst the acclamations of an immense 
number of spectators, to the church of Cason, 
where she was met by the archbishop of Nov6gorod 
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\dhi9 archiepiscopal robe«^ with amiiltitiide^tlie 
clergy. They all attended tfaa empress to die 
altar^ where the imperial crowu was placed opw 
her head, and she was proclaimed sovereign of all 
the Russias, under the title of Catherine the Seeond» 
^d she at the same time declared her son Paul 
Fetrovitz her successor. She retupied to h^ p^ 
lace, where ^e received the homage of her new 
subjects. 

r Prince Geoige of Holsteio, uncle to Peter, made 
atf effort io favour of bis royal relative, which proved 
inefficient, and he was seized and committed to 
prison. No sooner was the czar apprized of this 
sudden revolution, than he sent a message to the 
diferent branches of his army, commanding them 
to return to their allegiance ; but the whole body of 
the military declared, that they did not own him as 
their sovereign* 

The empress now issued the following manifesto, 
a copy of which was sent to each of the foreign 
ministers : 

" We, Catherine 11. empress of all the Russias, 
to our &ithful subjects : 

'^ AH true patriots have but too well known the 
danger that threatened the Russian empire. In the 
first place, our orthodox religion was shaken, the 
canons ^f the Greek church reversed, and we looked 
farviflE^rd to the last misfortune — that of beholding 
the orthodoxy of our faith, antiently established i|i 
Russia* superceded by the introduction of foreign 
tenetia. In the second place, the glory of Russia, 
raised by her victorious arms, and at t^e price of 
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bet blood, to the Mmmit of admiration, was uport 
tlie point of fatttng a sacrifice to its enemies by a 
peace recently concluded ; whilst the interior ar- 
rMgemefrti^ of the empire, on %vhich the happinesi^ 
of cwr dear country depends, were trodden under 
foot. 

•* Affected by the^ danger of onr snbjects, and 
above a^l hfieapable of refbsin^ their sincere and 
unaofmoua prayers, we bat'e ascended our imperial 
threfsm of Russia." 

AUter this state pci^per 1»^ beetf pitblii^bed, the 
empress, who was extremely beloved by the sol- 
diers^ dnssed in the wntom^ of the^ guards, f ode 
tkvougb all the ranks of th« i^ntiy, attended by the 
pijficecfii' Bai^hkoff,^ who wai9 al«o in regimentsits. 
The ectebusted Potemkitt tn^s at tbi» time a tordet 
of bofse in the »my, he y»^ in the bldom of youth, 
heimg only sfxlee» yea(f«r of age, pefceiting the em* 
pwss's sword without a knot, bepf^seffted Catherifne 
witfc \m own sword4tnot, The soMter&, whc^ were 
I^gntilufty STippKed wkb spiiitefows liquors, cheered 
her majesty as she went along, tos^g their caps 
iiilo the air. One regime^, however, dissented firotn? 
their cottifades, dffid telbsed to sipfilafiid the empress: 
the otiicers> ;;f ere put u«^er dfrrest. 

Peter as yet seeded to apprehend no dalngisr ; 
attftttded by his mistress Woronzotf, and a cs^alcade 
of iH^es, h^' set off m an open- chaiiof for Peterhoff, 
there td cdefevate the festrval of St. Peter. The 
carriages were' proceeding on rapidly, when Goudo- 
wiHschv the czar's aid-decamp general, who was 
dispatched; before the czai*, was perceived gaUopping 
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bacl^ full speed ; he had met with one of the em* ' 
press's chamberlains, who informed him of some 
particalars relative to the revolution. Goadowitscb, 
approaching the imperial carriage, ordered the 
driver to stop ; the czar, astonished, asked Goado- 
witsch if he was mad. The latter advanced, and 
whispered a few words in the ear of the emperor, 
who. alighted, and walking a few paces entered into 
more particular conversation with the aid-de-camp<. 
He then desired the ladies to alight, and pointed 
out to them a path which would lead them to Peter- 
hoff, while he and his nobles drove on furiously to 
that place. 

Upon the emperor's arrival at his palace, he in* 
terrogated the domestics as to the escape of the 
empress ; he himself went into all the rooms, opened 
the closets, and even peeped under the beds, to 
see if she was any where concealed. When the ; 
countess of Woronzoff entered, Peter thus accosted 
her — " Romahovrna, will you believe it now ? Ca- 
therine has escaped. I told you she was capable 
of any thing." Scarcely had his lips uttered these 
words, than a feasant entered, and delivered a 
letter into the han^s of the czar. This announced 
the revolution which had taken place at Petersburg, 
and the crowning of the empress Catherine. Peter 
read it aloud to those around him. Woronzoff 
the chancellor endeavoured to calm the perturbed : 
state of the emperor's mind, and guaranteed, that if 
the czar would immediately depart for the capital, 
he had little doubt of bringing the empress back to > 
her duty* Peter acceded to this proposal ; as he 
entered the palace, he beheld the empress surrounded 



BjriB indtitale df fkAp^ tmeuAug att^iiakce to hw^' 
AddressiBf^ Uer, he jndd, ^^ Aiadam, you wmy sooi: 
ceed for a time, but that oaiinot beof il^ng^dtiratmi^ 
Qflght you: to prid^']K)ii»elf upoa the bikid 2»al of 
your unprudieat friends 1 Is it eohsktciit aiereif £>t^ 
a temporary possessiott of an empire to make ynQf^ 
buriband an irreconcileablaeiimDyi Why lake Vfp^ 
arms against him, from v^m you may obtaiir« 
every Unng by softness of persuasion, asd tbe asr' 
cendancy of your cnltivated Hand? Know, then; 
that the regiments of guards do not compose ths^ 
whole of t^ czar's forces, and that the lohabitaQtii: 
of Petersburg make but a feeble part of the Russiao; 
emipire.'^ 

. Cathenae replied, ^ You see it is not I who act| 
I do bat yield to tbe ardent desires of the peef^te.^ 
l¥oroBeofi', who ao proudl^y boasted of his fidelity/ 
and of bringing the empress back to her duty, imn 
ibediately took tb^ lOath of sUegiaitce to Caitherine4 
^ I will «erve you,'' Madam, said lie, ^\ art yooir 
counsels, }mt I am liaekss yn the ii^ld. My presence 
may displease those who have now heard me; bdl 
fiok to give them umbrage, I supplicate your bsm 
Jesty's leave lo vemaia iu my hoose under the guard 
of a confidential officer/* This reqaesH wai 
granted* 

. In the^eireningof the day on which Betsr had 
ani^ed at Petersburg^ Ae empress mountdd hey 
horse, and carrying in her hand a tiaked sworc^ 
widi a wreath Of oidi around her bnow, and placed 
herself at the head of h«pr army. She had oft her 
right hand Ihe prmcees Dascfakoff, on the Idfl was 
tbe Hetman Razfimoffsky; riw wasgokic^iry tfarw 
(11, 12.) 2 « 
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thoufiaiid Oo8M€k8» troops lirbich the iCaair bad teat^ 
into Pomerania, but who had reamed hoine in coiir. 
flequence of the revolatioiu 

The emperor was in a state of pitiable snfieriiig : 
^ Every xnoment brought fresh intelligence of the 
pn^ess of the revohition. He could no longer 
doubt it Surrounded *by females bathed in tears,, 
and young courtiers incapable of assisting by advice, 
he wandered about the walks of Peterhoff, forming 
tw«ity different resolutions, and executing none; 
sometimes breaking forth into violent imprecations, 
against the empress, at others dictatii^ useles» 
manifestos. 

*^ But impending danger stared him in the h^^e^ 
He s^it orders for three thousand Holstdn soldiers, 
whicli he had left at Oranienbaum, to join him 
without delay. It was then the (Ad marshal of Mi^ 
aich presented himself. 

** Munich, respected by the emperor for his great 
Biilitary reputation, b|it whose affections he had 
almost alienated by forcing hkn to adopt the new 
Prussian exercise. Munich alone could give hk 
master salutary advice, and that he did give him : 
* Czar,' said the old warrior, * your troops arrive ; 
let us put ourselvea at their head,* and march direct 
to Petersburg, there you still have friends. As soon 
as you appear, all will arm in your defence. Most 
part of the guards have only been led astray, and 
will return to your standard. If at last it is necesr 
sary to try our force, be assured that rdbels wiU 
not long dispute the victory/ 

'* This resolution captivated tbe czar, but it was 
disple^ung to his tisdd pourtiers; and. wbikt they 



were preparing to march, n^ws arrived of tbe em- 
press's approach vfith a force, as it was said, of 
twenty thousand men. The women tmmediatel j 
cried t)ot, that it was most prudent to return to 
Oranienbaum. The emperor himself seemed inclined 
not to expose his person : ^ Well/ said Manich, 
* If you are draid of fighting rebels^ do not wait 
for them, at least in a place where you cannot 
defend yourself with ad?antage. Neither Oranien- 
baum nor PeterhoiFare capable of sustaining a siege, 
but Cronstadt offi^s yon an asylum. Cronstadt is 
yet under your commands : you will find there a 
formidable fleet, and a numerous garrison. It is 
iWmi thence you may oblige Petersburg to return 
to obedience/ This advice met with unanimous 
applause. General Lievers was dispatched imme- 
dkitely to take the command ^f Cronstadt ; and 
two yachts were scarcely prepared for the char's 
departure, before an oflicer came to assure him to 
rely upon the fidelity of that fortress. The czar, 
who thought he saw Catherine already at the gates 
of Peterhofi^' precipitately embarked^ followed by 
luft miserable court and the mtrepid Munich. 

> ^' Unprof^tioQs fatality seen^d to attend Peter's 
most prudent meascires. A few hours changed the 
fece of things at Cronstadt Revolt already seized 
the fleet and garrison that had welcomed general 
lierers with transports of joy, and sworn to retain 
allegiance to the eniperor< Lievers from his com* 
mand succeeded to a prison, and this rapid change 
was effected by a Russian. 

^ ^' At the first onset of the revolution, among the 
4Ksiiefiies adopted to ensure success, not ,on« of tht 



^onispipatoi^ ^HSht of Uie port af Cfoimtadt It 
i¥as not uptil theafteraooo that ^ny peiiBOD, lefieott 
ijQg on th^ ioiportaiiQe ^ ^tbis plare» perceiTed theif 
^g^tful neglig«0Qo>r Adiairai Talitzan offered to 
make himsfelf luaster of ^it^ The proporal vaa nc* 
cepted« He einbarK^ in bis fh^s boat* and ex*? 
pressly forbid hk bargeiliien to tell; frote whence they 
cj^me, and he ai-riyad at Cwlk^t^4U Gbn^ral JUie? ers^ 
ivbo was upon the lookout iA .^H^mMitary ^^QpeCU^ 
tiou o£ the emperor hiiMel^ rm to oieA Talitaan^ 
and endeavoured with: in^^^ ingeBiilty to diecdf er if 
his inclinations favoured CadLeriae; but TaUtzan^ 
atill more artful than bis oppoBOAt,^ pretended igno^ 
raQC0 of the effects produced by the revolt; ai»d 
said, thai, being at lus country-fieat, he bad received 
confused intimations of tumults at Petersboi^, and 
hastened to the fleet, wber^ his duty. caHed him* 
Lievers beUeved juad quitted him. Talitsaa ini^ 
mediately repaired to the sailors' harreokd, Jmangaed 
theiq, and gave ipfermatipii/pf the'^pitiss'^ success: 
• ke advised them to aid ber mnjesty afi iitoot consfa^ 
tent with their interest find duty ; apd l^e distriblitdd 
money and G|>iiTtfif to bribe them^ to arMat the ff^ 
yeraoiv Af^vff^\^rs^ ioioed .th^rpaiiiim:; lietiers 
.was inuoec^tely >pu^ m prison»«ad Taikssai»» i» Hm 
name of Catherii^a^ .|ook'the si^ieiD^ wootftArdtod oT 
^ place, tbe.pQ^f^8|pfa:of whiqh; would h^ya toved 
the czari ^ ^jt leaa^^ woidd hay^ fiir^she^ the mfwi 
pf holding put fpf'^MMiietinie.'' (f^tfu (^OUimn^ IL 

yoLi.p.:177-TrtW>L ,.i . : - 

Just after this unfortun^e #T^t^> ^ ^oariiUBimd 

At Groost^dti.ft Iff^i^: (pf ^Ifi^^fMrriBDii .u»Aer'jaitn8 

SWx?jdra5vi|,i»i|^lljH)».i^^ m& theiiMt 
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yacht cast aotfhftf, the ceotJQel ciied^'** Who% 
there ? V** The ^oiperor V was the answer. " There 
^8 no ^^inperor . Dt)w;'' r^oiued the centiitel: Hrtw 
arose, and throwing open his cloak, discdF«frcd the 
in£!^ia ofhkioi*der: ** Whiitr he ex^aitned, *''do 
you no* 'iknow ttier— " Ho," cried a inultiftttde of 
¥oioe8> '"[we UQ longef acknowledge the emp&ror^ 
Long live ,the iralprei^s Catherine r Talitzan then 
threatened to ^ktk the yacht to the iMottom if it was 
not steered off imoiefitaitely. Tlie C2ar was for 
withdrawing the vessel, when isloudowitadi, jeiziag 
one of the bahistradea which 0nrraii]»ded the port, 
cried out, ^* Put your hand <m the fiide of mine^ 
let us leap to the ground ; iio one will dare to fire 
upon yo.u, and Cronatadt wiD be in your majesty's 
hands." This advice was seconded by mambal 
Muciich : Peter would not agree to ft ; the cable 
jwas dipt, ^nd. tlie yacht was rowed, off with the 
utmost speed. 

"* Tne :night was ex<ieedingly fine; Munich and 
Goudowitsdi, Seated «qoon the.deck^ oofntemplated 
in moarafnl silence the .starry, csanopy glittering over 
thek heads, and the calin lust solemn stiikiess of 
the w^ves arouod tfaeoi. The pilot waited upoA 
^be czar in. the cabin for ihis inslractbus« Peter 
sent £^)r Munich^ and thus addressed him : 
; '^ Field-ti^arfifaal, I feel aakidittatibn,.lnit perhaps 
too late, to, fidlow yotnr advice; but you see ti^ 
^xtrennty to which 1 aoiTedticed. You, who have 
escaped from bo naiiy {leriU, can itiforai roe what 
I ought ;to dp/'^-^^^ Gk), :aad iuiniediately join Hi^ 
^uadron lying ai Revai,** said Munich ; " tafee H 
V€^sel» depait^fofc Bomerania^ jput jrourdi^-at -Ae 
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head of your ariny, enter agaiD into Rnssia, and 
rely on my promise, that in six weeks, Petersburg^ 
aod the rest of the empire shall snbmit to yoor 
anthority." 

The ladies, whose inflaenee was greater than that 
of the field-marshal over the czar, declared that the 
jstreogtfa of the rowers would be exhausted ere they 
reached Reval. ** Well then," replied Munich, ** we 
will all row with them," This proposal was rejected, 
and the in&tuated monarch ordered the pilot to 
jBteer the yacht to Oranienbaum, where, as soon as 
lie arrived, he privately sent a letter to the empress: 
Some of his Holstein guards, who were stationed at 
this place, gave him the most interesting and un* 
equivocal marks of loyalty and affection. They 
besought him to lead them against the empress's 
army, at the same lime protesting that they were 
to a man ready to sacrifice their lives in his 
service. 

I Munich once more endeavoured to rouse his 
sovereign to action. " Come,*' said be, " march 
against the rebels ; I will go before you, and their 
swords shall not reach you, till they have pierced 
my body." But Peter rejected this advice also. 
The empress was on her march, and arrived at 
Krasnoe-Kabac, eight wersts from Petersburg, wher^ 
jShe reposed. She from thence proceeded to the 
monastery of St* Sergius, near Strelna, where she 
made a second halt. It was^ there she received a 
letter from her husband, written in the most abject 
(exms, acknowledging his misconduct, and making 
a proposition to share the soverign authority vrith 
hex. The empress would not deign tp give an 



jmswer, or even fiufiier the .messenger irbo brougbt 
it to retura back to his master. Upon receiving 
tidings of the near approach of Catherine, the czar 
ordered a horse to be saddled for the purpose of 
escaping into Poland ; but wavering and irresolute, 
changed his mind, and immediately gave orders for 
dismantling the fortress at Oranienbaum, for the 
purpose of convincing the enipress that he did uo^ 
mean to make any r^istance, which idea he' fully 
communicated to her in a second letter still more 
abject than the first He assured her, that he would 
resign the crown; and only requested liberty to retire 
into Holstein. Catheriqe returned no answer to this 
letter, but informed the chamberlain Ismailofl^ that 
his master must submit unconditionally to her vriU 
and pleasure. Israailoff advised Peter to dismiss his 
troops, amounting to 'six hundred men, and wait 
upon the empress, assuring him that he would be 
well received, and would obtain of her all that he 
wished. The czar was dubious what course to 
pursue, when Ismaildff, with a dextrous manoeuvre of 
treachery, exclaimed, ** Czar, delay not a moment ; 
if you do your life will be in danger.'* This deter- 
mined Peter to follow the pernicious counsel virhicli 
had been given to him ; a carriage was in readiness, 
the czar entered it, accompanied by the traitor Is- 
mailoff, Romano wna Woronzoff, Goudovitch, and 
they all drove off for Petersburg. 

Arrived at the imperial palace, Romanowna, bi3 
mistress, was instantly seized by the military, who 
tore off the ribbon with which she had been invested 
by Peter, which vras imniediately presented lo ber. 
sister the princess Daschkoff. The czar was led 



lip the griAH staircase, wbere Ibe attendants s&ipp^^ 
fciiin of Jiis imperiaf bad^ e# distinction; they took 
<^ his ckMhes, and i-ansacked his poc)cets of dia- 
monds and jewels. •• After having remaMed ther4 
some lime m hm shnt, and barefoot, a bntt to t1)^ 
outrages of the soldiery, they threw over ' him aii 
old morning gown, and shut him up alone in aroom^ 
with a guard at the tloor. 

** Count Panin, being sent by the empress to the 
ieznr, had a long conference with him. He told 
him, that her majesty would not long keep him iit 
Confinement, but send him into Holstein, according 
to his own request. To this promise, he added 
several others, probably without the design of keep- 
ing any. He concluded his visit' by making him 
write and sign the followmg dedaration : — 

• ** During the short space of my absolute reigii 
oter the empire of Russia, I became sensible, that 
I was not able to support so great ^ a burden, and 
that my abilities were not equal to the task of 
governing «o great an empire, either as a sovereign, 
pt in any other capacity whaftever. I ako foresaw 
the great troubles whidi must from thence have 
arisen, and have been followed with the total ruin 
of the emj)ire, and covered me widi eteraal disgrace. 
After baring, Uierefore, iseriously reflected thereon, 1 
declare without conlMraint, and in the most solemn 
inanner, to the Hussian empire and to the whole 
universe, that I for ever renounce the government of 
Ac said empire, never desiring hereafter to reign 
therein, either as an absolute sovereign, or under 
any .other fofrm of government ; never wishing to 



ds^re 'tti^^to^ to dse &Dy means of an^ mrt/fot 
that ptilpoM/ As a pledge cf which i swear sui^ 
cei^ely fa«fek« God and all the worlds to tfiit present 
renundalloii, written and signed this 29tb of Jtinei 
O. S. 176S;' Il»iiliediately as Peter bad signed 
his name to this fktal paper^ Panin departeds * 

The nnibrtunate c2ar had now become the archie 
tect of liis own destmction $ his abdication of thO 
throne was the {u'elude to the termination of bi| 
earthly existence. The very evening of the day in 
which he had placed bis hand to the pape)* of re^ 
tinnciation^ he was conveyed as a prisoner iA 
fiiopscha, a small imperial palace, twenty worsts 
frofti Petersburg. 

EleVrated to the sole Sovereign authority of the 
empii^ of Russia, Catherine received at ber levee 
th6 bomtilge and congrtttulations of the nobility^ 
among whom was the venerable field-maishid Mu- 
nichi Perceiving him, the empfess called aloud tm 
him, saying, ** field-marahal, it was you, then, who 
wanted to fight against me. *'--'^* Ycd, madam/ re- 
plied Munich ; *' could I do less for the prince who 
delivered me frotn captivity 1 But it is faenceforward 
my duty to tight for you; and you wiU fiiid in me a 
fidelity equal to that with which I had devoted 
my serrices to him.^ 

•The emperor Peter the Thn*d had been only silt 
days at the palace of Ropscha, when he receit^ed a 
visit firom Aleixis Orloff, in company with ah office 
named Teploff, who congratulated the royal prn 
soner on the prospect of his speedy release fi^m 
, captivity*' Previous to the hour of dinner, to which 
they were both invited, brandy was placed on the 

(11,12.) 2 H 
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tabled BXkdj while Teploff engaged. Peter in some 
trifling convocation, Orloff seized an opportunity of 
pouring a poisqnous miJotnire ' mto the gl^w ; of the 
czar. Peter, unconscious: of tbe hoi^/l: ^^^ign, 
drank the deadly potion, tvbich was so powerful as 
to produce effects whkhjusily: alarmed the unforta- 
liati^ prince. He; was offeiied a second, gl^sp, under 
the pretence of its aUielipratii]^ hia.paips^; but, sus- 
piling he had swallowed poisOn, he reslst^d with 
indignant feelings the vile ^JSer. He then dialled 
aloud for some milk to ht ' brought to him ; btit 
the murderers ^ain pressed him to dnnk the 
contents of the fi;lass they |iad offered him» At 
this moment, a favourite domestic of the czar, a 
fVenchmian, came running ^into the toori; Peter 
threw himself into bis arm^ exclaiming lin a faint 
jtone of voice, ^' Is it not enough to ^pnev^nt me 
&6m reigning in Sweden, and to deprive ;me of the 
crown of Russia — but must I also be put to: death ?" 
(The servant in vain attempted to in tercefje for his 
l^oyal master, but he was forcibly turned out^ of the 
room. Instantly the young t)rince Baratinsky came 
in, and joined the miscreants. Orloff, in conse- 
quence of the emperor's: refusal ta take theis^ond 
draught of poison, had thrown him dovm job the 
floor, and was pressing upon his breast with both 
:his knees, and firmly griping. his throat with* his 
hand. The monarch now struggled with thftt 
-strength which arises frbnl despair. The otl^er 
assassins then tibrew a napkin round his neck, and 
succeeded in putting an end to his life by suflfb- 
cation. This tragical everlt took place on July 1 7, 
1762. 
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^ Such 18 the account," says the author of the 
life of the empt*ess Catherine II. " of the death of 
Peter Illi as circulated in in^hispers at Petersburg, 
and which indeed has never been contradicted. 
Whether it be the real manner in which the C2ar 
came by bis death, is, after all, known only to that 
Beings to whom the heart is open, and from whom 
no secrets are concealed. The partisans that might 
have retained their attachment to him after his fall— ^ 
the murmurs of the populace, who quietly permit 
revolutions to be effected, and afterwards lament 
those who have fallen their victims — the difBcuUial 
arising from keeping in <:ustody a prisoner of such 
coi&equence — all these motives in conjunction tend 
to give credit to the opinion, that some hand of un- 
oontrolable authority shortened his days. But the 
conduct of the empress before that event, knd 
especially for four and thirty years that sh6 after- 
wards^ reigned, is of itsdf alone a si!ifficient re- 
futation of so atrocious a calumny as would fix the 
guilt of it on her.^* 

Much as this able writer has ^endeavoured to 
rescue the character of Catherine from what he de^ 
signates a '* catumntf^'' certain it is, that her conduct 
upcHi the accession of^her husband to die period 
^f his forced abdication, was very equivocal, and 
evidence an ambition which was not likely to be 
restrained within* any limits by the power of cott- 
sciencei ' 

The author we have just quoted gives a masterly 
^etch of the character of Peter the Third. " What- 
ever were the failings and errors of Peter III. it If 
not here intended to extenuate or defend them, 



thongb eei'tainly tb^y w^ra too ocu^Hy iftnfehed. 
Neither ought the. good he 4i<J to be pa^i^d o^nt 
in silence : his two nfcases fqr abplishinf th^ liQ^rei; 
inquisition, sgad for giyipg liberty to the nobl^^t ve^u^ 
for ^ever secure to thia prince the grateful ftcknow- 
ledgmentB of Russia* The clmfint ^U^ftb^ hmd 
left in wbflistenf^e a tribi«iM» before which the trA 
pers(M|^ of the empire on the bare deposition of a 
villfiiti on the way to executions wore delivered and 
put to the torture for extorting the confe^ion of 
imaginary criipes^ Petep IJI. waf^ dethroned; hi» 
^a<ne was nfner honoured vith so ftattering ao 
epithet;; and he suppressed that trihwaL Thif 
prinice wap kind. bvui^Oe. ^nd beloved ; of all who 
i^omposed his more intimate circle, tbip is asaerted 
pn the afl^nnatioo of many Kussians who were at« 
tached to hiei persoot He recalled all the exiles 
that were lingering out their lives in Liberia, excepts 
ing ^estucheff ; and it mugt have been a spectacle 
curious enough to see Biren and Munich together; 
the former embarassed, confounded* pot daring to 
lift up his eyes, dreading to meet thove of: the son or 
brother, of some unfortunate wretch who li^d been 
assassinated or banished by his command ; Munich, 
on the other hand, forming the most perfect oontri^st 
with him- Fourscore years pf his life elspsed, 
twenty of them passed in exile in the frightful wastes 
of Siberia, had not depressed that firm at)d ge- 
nerous man. At the head of armies, condemned to 
I death, in frozen desarts, recalled to eourt, and re- 

I instated in all his employonents, Munioh wapi mf^ 

I Where the same ; he ever preserved that . ue- 

I alterable serenity, that wergy of ehafaeter, 



which fyU to the lot of 90 trwy ftw pe^ 
soBe^ 

'' Had the f^mperor, during the six mouths of 
hi9 r^ign^ done no m6r% t\iw^ iispe t^0P9 two de- 
crees^ jo^t fneptioifed^' hf w^mtd bftv^ bO» eiitWed 
to r«Qk.wiUi thp«e flpvereigQS who {c^y.a jniit claim 
to the gratitude of th^ir 8nlgect9» , The frei^Om Of 
the nobility 18 undQ^bt|9dly: th^ firat step lo dvili- 
zatioi» ; that ipdispQombl^ preliminary had escaped 
the attention of Peter the Gr«Rt:. it W9M by this 
that he jpqght to have beg«n Ws ysQXk i aod it is to 
be regretM» that the ^H^ssian l^gi^lato? failed; ^f 
perc«iiiipg the absobit^ necewity »f it The mznn^ 
of thf po$9es^|oni| q£ the^ cbmph wsfl o«e of the 
c^\m» of the puWio >diaooitfef)t; b4t What shews 
that the act wa<f. fw from being bad in itself, is, that 
the eipptesa qeyer thwgbt it expedient to restore 
them. The odium did not fall upon her; the ^iilt 
b^iqg qoipmi^ed, she had the address to proUt by 
it'' (lify of thf Ev^m i^thvrm It, wl. i page 
300^-803.) 

A late acu^ writer, Mr. £toQ, paapes the following 
eqlogimn o» the c»r P*ter the Thispd ; 

" He wap a victim \o the lundesigiiing opennens 
$ipd integrity of his heart j a p wpq, whose answer 
to the precautions which wow recommended to him 
by the l^ipg pf Prussia was, * I ^Q gOpd to all the 
world, and with that wliathave I to fear?' a.princ4, 
who was the benefactor of his country, and whose 
law$ (tho6ie very laws which were brought in accu- 
sation against him aa orimes) have been religiously 
observed as models of wisdom and humanity, and 
i^ithonli wbieh the itigu of tl^e empress would hare 



238 ' RK VOLUTIONS OP THE 

been les» glorious, and her people leslsliappy." Speak- 
ing of the murder of this monarch, the same writer thus 
expresses bimsdlf ; " Many powerful interestar were 
combined to bury in oblivion 1%is horrid event ; but 
let sovereigns and individual^ learn, that trtjth 
WILL ONE DAY APi>EAR.'* ( Etou's Survejf of the 
Turkish Empire^ p, 445.) 

Alter die murder of this unfortunate emperor, 
the mpnster who had been most conspicuous in this 
vile transaction, Alexis Orloff, immediately mounted 
his horse, and rode full speed to acquaint Catherine 
with the circumstance. The empress was at that 
moment about 1^ make her appearance at court. 
She immediately held a* cJotmcil, in which it was 
determined, that the death^of Peter should not be 
made^ known until the day following. Catherine 
dined in public, asf usual, and in the evening held a 

court. • . ..:,:: ... 

' On the day appointed, the'death of the Emperor 
vra9 puUicly announced at the dinner-hour of the 
empress, with a dissimulation admirably fitted for 
the purpose ; she rose from table with her eyes 
full of tears; she dismissed her courtiers and the 
foreign ' ambassadors, and shut herself up in ' her 
apartment, and for several days together shewed* 
marks of the profoundest grief; and, to carry on 
the farce, the following declaration was pub- 
lished:— 

"^ BY the grace of God, Catherine II. Empress 
and Autocratrix of all the Russias, to all our loving 
subjects, &c. greeting : 

'., '^The seventh day after our accession to the 
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thfobecif aU die Rnsgias, we receired inifoniiaticffi^ 
tbat the late einperor^ Feter IIL by the'mMhs of U 
bloody aeeijiewt in Ais hifiderpdrist coonnoiily called 
pilesy to v^hick he had been jorinerly 8tt%|ject, wan 
attacked with a most ifioknt and gripmgcholie ; that^ 
therefore, wei might not be wantiiig. in CUni^itkn 
duty, nor dii&bedimt to ikeMvime commmid^ by which' 
we are enjoined^, to pt^serte tike. life of dair fndghbQur, . 
we immediately k>rdered that :ti)e isaiidPeliBfFis^bo^^/ 
he furnished ivitfa every thiiij^- that mi^ Jl>e judged 
necessary to prevent th^ dangerous (ionfc^quepK^ of 
that accident, and torestorehiaibbalth by tbeaids of 
medicine: but, to' mr gr^a^ ii^^gret apd; 0ffiiciwn^ 
we were yest^tlai^ ^eiuiigiv.4pprited$ ^t^ by >th6 
permission of the Ahnigbty^ the late «n)peror de- 
parted thm< life. We faaVa, theceforei ordered his 
body t6 be conveyed to tlie mboaste^y [id Nei^ky^ 
in ord^ to its intsrm^nk irt thatiiplate. At the* 
same time, with otir imperial asid mtaienial voic€i» w^ 
exhort our faithful subjects, to ferginfe .and i<^rget 
what lis pJrtt,ito:pay ih& last ^duties to bisibodyt and 
t^ pray to God l^iiicerelyifor th^ reposiQ.ofhis. soul,: 
willing ihetid, however, to considjer this :un«ji^ct^ 
atid suddmAe?LDx as an isptdal ^4ct of the Prwi^ 
dence o/* ^^>rf, iti^hose impAnBtcaJWte decrees are work* 
ikig for us, for our throne, and for our couptry, things 
^known only to his holy will:: ; : 

: ^* Doh^at St Petersburg, July ~ 1762^ 

..-.;'. :..•'.: • /, •• . ' . 

The bbdy of the. emf)erot 'was Conveyed to Peters* 

burg;- and laid in state.ifoir ^cee ds^y?, in the church 

of the triwittt*i7 of StiAI^jiander Neffsky. It was, 

in an open coffin, dressed in an Holstein uniform, an^ 
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p«rMn0 of ^ twiks aBdoonditioas #erfe pfenAitted to 
kis^thebttOdoftfaedteeas^. Tbe body vral iofermd 
i^a fPatiif Ofr«r wbicii no toikib or idtcHption Waft 
placredi iK<Mi6.<if the fcreign cauris wkvk into nourtH 
wg for the caw, exceptiiig that 'of Stodkfaoiro/ 

Th6 chaAceUor Bestach^fl^ i^haihad boeii the 
tfUiliglldlii baooiy ofthelateaQyeragb^ Wiul recalled 
fi««tt hii baiushiiieDt SxAf^ Sihena« Hb was received • 
Willi the gl%atdat matk of ealeenl ; bewail restored 
to bid «^k bf field^m^rvhal, resumcfd hiil seat in the 
couiidly aqd had an anniid pdasion of twenty thou- 
sarid rablos i^anted lum. 

Bken, ^irho, frtan beii^g tbe amt of a ptfai^ad^^ was 
advanc^fed ^ a dukedbom, had b^eo banished to 
Sibylla ^r eioniising inntmrat^ble aOU of cnielty 
I a^ oppnisfton^ was recalled by Peter III. Not- 
withstanding: tbii act of i|iuai6cenc6, be attached 
himself to the interests of Catherine, and became 
0116 'Ofli^r most fawning sycopbants. 
' Oath«riae was widowed with abilities of a superior 
nature, which were strikingly displayed in the poli- 
tical trandacti^ of her long and splendid reign. 
lPred«ric the Great was the sincere friend of the 
htte monarch ; and,' notwithstanding the eccentrici- 
ties which marked the conduct of Peter» ei«tartained 
a great r^pect for biin« The einpress entertained 
some suspicions that her accession to tb« supreme 
sovereignty might not be very palataUe; and great 
fear was excited, lest a war should ensue between 
Russia and Ptussta* But Catherine ekhibiied a 
sound pdicy on tibds occasioti. Upon th6 Prussian 
minister being introduced to bar, dietkna addrtned 
him: 
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^' I am re^tAred to preserve iaviokbly in aB 
points the peace concluded under the preceding 
reign^ neVertiieless, I have thought it expedient to 
bring )[>ack to Russk by ihp nearest roads^ all my 
troops in S^esia, Prussia, and Pomerania." What 
ideas the royal philosopher of ** Sans Sooci" exk- 
tertained of Catherine may be gathered from a 
passage in one of his letters to Count Finkers- 
stein :— 

** The emperor of Russia has been dethroned by 
his consort, as it was to be expected. That prin-^ 
cess has much good sen^e, and the same inclinations 
as the defunct. She has no religion, but acts the 
devotee. It is the second volume of Zeno, the 
Greek emperor, of his wife Adriana, and of Mary 
de Medrus. The late chancellor Bestucheff wd9 
her greatest favourite: and as he has a strong pro* 
pensity to guineas, I flatter myself that the attadi* 
ments of the present period will be the same. The 
poor emperor wanted to Imitate Peter 1/ but he blld 
not the capacity, for it*'" » 

The commercial relations with ^Epgland were $}j» 
renewed by the empress. 

Catherine was now preparing for the ceremony of 
placing the imperial diadem on her head. Th^ 
coronation was appointed to take place at Moscow. 
Thither the empress repaired, attended by her 
favourite^ count Gregory Orloff, the chancellor Bes- 
tucheff, Count Stroganoff^ and a numerous retinue of 
nobles, the youi^ grand duke, Paul Petrovitch also 
accompanied her. She was crowned in the chapel 
of the czars, but tiie people observed a gloomy 
dilence on this oecasion, indicative of dissatisfaction* 

(13, 14.) 2 1 
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'this eitipre^s^ as^oon as the eeremtey was f^nded^ 
hastened to return lo Petersburg. 

Peter thie Third had gready disiileased the ec- 
clesiasticd foy despoitkig theni of their ^po^esiions ; 
Catherine had alleged 'this as a crime coknmitted by 
her husband ; the d^fgy therefore cdntsndered theni- . 
selves as entitled to redress from her; but. all re- 
monstrances were vain; and the policy of Cath«iae 
prohibited a restoration of their property- Enraged, 
at her duplicity, the monks used eitery effort to 
excite an insurrection. They asserted the right of 
jmnce Iwan to the crown ; they also circulated a 
manifesto, drawn up by the late emperor, in which 
the^ empress was accused of adultery: A tremen- 
dous crisis appeared approaching ; but the partisans 
of the czarina were on the alert. The military had 
eTid^nced some symptoms of discontent ; a pro- 
clamation was issued, prohibiting the soldiers of the 
guard from assembling without express orders from 
their officers. Some of those who had indiscreetly 
evidenced their sentiments, were subjected to im- 
prisonment and the discipline of the knout, while 
others were banished to Siberia, Schiiwaloff, who 
wag suspected of privately favouring the conspiracy, 
viewing himself as aggrieved by not being remu- 
nerated by Catherine ft>r his services, was forbiddeu 
to appear at court ; and, bsz reward for his services^ 
the empress sent him as a present an old Negro, 
an attendant upon the latie emperor, who used to 
play the part of a buffboii for the amusement of the 
court. 

The p6 wer of OrWtf was daily augmenting. Gem 
neral Villebois who had been devoted to the service 
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of Catherine, was dfsinisised from the. office of grand 
master of the artillery, in which he was succeeded 
by that £a^vourite. The princess Dashkoff had ren- 
dered the most ^s^ential services to the empress, 
yet Catherine behaved to her in the most ungracious 
manner : she merely requested, as she had an un-* 
common attachment to ma^hal scenes, to be ap- 
pointed coUmel of the regiment of Preobajensky. 
But the empress ironically replied, ^' that the aca- 
demy would suit her better than a military corps," 
the princess having used some language expressive 
of resentment, received an order to retire to 
Bfoscow^ 

'^ At the same ^time Catherine commisi^ned the 
Fiedmontese Odart to. engage the ambassador of 
France to ]iivrite to Voltaire, captioning him to be on 
bis guard against th^ vanity of the princess Dashkofi^ 
2jfA to tell him, that if he should transmit to pos» 
terity the event that had just happened in Russia, 
he need only make mention of this young woman, 
as having acted a very secondary part in a revolu* 
tion, the ^upqess whereof was owing solely to the 
wisdom and courage of the empress/' 

The archbishop of Novogorod vyas alsa disgraced, 
and without any reward fw the past, bis future 
services were dispensed with. This prelate was the 
object of universal execration. 

Poniatowsky, having beeii apprised of the eleva- 
tion of Catherine, and of her having be^i empress 
of all the Russias, received the intelligence, as 
might be expected, with great pleasure. He went to 
tt^e frontiers of Poland, from whence hiB dispatched 
a messenger to solicit: petnuigsioh to pay his'respei^ts 
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to her iQsjesty. Catherine had secretly kept tip a 
regular correspondence with him, but she was too 
prudent, so soon after the *' suiden and unexpected 
death" of her husband, to grant his request She 
returned an answer, that his presence was not re- 
quired at Petersburg, and th^t she had different 
views in his behalf* 

Orloff, like most upstart favourites of princes wheft 
invested with a plenitude of power, became insolent 
and arrogant; in fact, he viewed the empress as 
dependent upqp him, instead of being dependent 
upon her; this was evidenced by the following cir 
cumstance. One evening, being at supper vrith the 
empress, the hetman Razumof&ky, and some other 
courtiers, elevated with wine, he proudly boasted of 
his influence over the guards ; and, in expatiating on 
the magnitude of bis pojiver, he observed, that if he 
chose to abuse it, he could in one moment destroy 
his own work, and dethrone the empress. '* You 
inight do so in one month," said the ^hetman ; ** but, 
my friend, within a fortnight after, we would have 
hanj^ed you;" The other courtiers were ofiendedt 
but the empress coul^ pardon any thing in Orloff 's 
conduct however presumptuous. 

The severity of Catherine to the soldiers who had 
been accused of conspiring against her, the ingrati- 
tude she had displayed to those who had most 
assisted ber» her devotedness to Orloff, and her 
contempt of the clergy, were subjects of much ani- 
iDs^vecsion, and a spirit of mutiny even among the ' 
soldiensi* So serious was the aspect of .this insur- 
. rectioi), that for one whole day the person of the 
eippress was viewed in great ^ao^^i^* A deputation 
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of the senate waited upon her to apprise her oif the 
convulsed state of the capital, to ivhom she repUed 
in the following terms : 

** What fills yon with this alarm ? Do yon suppose 
that I am afraid to meet the danger? or do you 
presume that I know not how to overcome it? 
Remember that you have seen me in moments - 
more terrible than these^ beii^ in full possession of 
the whole vigour of my mind; and can you for a 
moment suppose that I camiot support the most 
cruel reverses of fortune with as much serenit}' as 
I have supported her favours? A few factious 
spirits, a few mutiuous soldiers, you think, are 
able to deprive me of a crown which I accepted 
with reluctance^ and only as the means of delivering 
the Russian natidn from the miseries with which it 
was menaced. I know not under what pretext they 
cover their insolence, 1 know not on what meatis 
they rely ; but I once more repeat, they fill me with 
no alarm. That previdencCy which has elevated me^ 
to the throne, will preserve me for the glory and* 
happiness of the empire; and that almighty arm, 
which has hitherto been my defepce, will now con-* 
confound my foes.'\. -^ 

The. rising mutiny was timely suppressed, chiefly 
by the agency of bribery. Four of the most active of 
the insnrgents were tried, found guilty of high treason^ 
and received sentence to be executed; but Cathe- 
rine, fearfol of exercising too great severity, changed; 
their sentence to\ exile to Siberia. Four officers, 
who had aided the mutiny, were degraded, and* 
st!Oui^ed by the- common executioner.; . ;. . > 

The late conspirkry gave. aiefstfMm to the:M(ipreS9»' 
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which she instantly profited by, to regain the affec<- 
tions of her subjects, which, were in some degree 
alienated from her. She recalled the princess Dasch- 
koff from Moscow, she dismissed the infamous 
Piedmontese Odart (the David Rizzio of Russia) 
from her service, and exercised indefatigable atten- 
tion to public business. She was present at all the 
deliberations of the cabinet council, perused the des- 
patches from foreign courts, dictated herself the 
answers to them, and acted upon a system equally 
wise, as combining to render her admired abroad, 
and respected at home. The popularity of the 
empress was daily augmenting, and her rigid atten- 
tion to the maintenance of justice, proinoted it' 

A certain officer, whose duty it was to act as 
registrator to the government chancery of Novogo- 
rod, named Jacob Rember, was convicted of having 
taken money for administering the! oath of allegiance, 
was banished to Sibepa. To express her indigna- 
tion at such conduct,, Catherine issued an ukase, or 
decree, to the following puiport : 

** If aiiy one is diesirous of an office, he must pay 
for it ; if any person wis}ies to defend himself from 
slander, he must do it with money ; if any one 
would slsfaider anotii^ he corroborates it by bribes. 
In this way do ntany judges convert the sacred 
tribunes, oyer which in our name, he presides, into 
a market The example of persons, who, in the 
principal CQiirts, haye crept into office only for the 
purpcde of screening themsdves from punishment, 
are in^jtoled^ espedally in remote partis of the empire, 
even by judges, and officers of the lowast orders, to 
t^ vexmti<»i ud egression of Hke poor, practising 
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Uie arts of chicanery, not only ia cases of litde im- 
portance, but qnder the forip of law, whieh they 
misinterpret, bringing ruin on the persons and fandilieti 
even of those who are rather deserving of our so- 
vereign favour and cotaplacepcy." 

By another ukase, the empress confirmed that 
popular act of her predecessor, ;thfe abolition of the 
secret inquisition chancery. Sien^ble of the wise 
conduct of Peter the Great, in encouraging the 
emigration of foreigners to Russia,; she published a; 
manifesto, to encourage them to migrate to her do- 
toinions ; and for the protection of the new colon- 
ists, she established a new court of chancery foF 
the express purpose of .providing for the guardian- 
ship and protection of foreigners. She apportioned 
lands, for their support. In the government of Orien- 
burg portioni3 of lands for some thoussind families. 
In the territory of Bielgorod, free lands for some 
hundred farms. In the manif^to, pr proclamation, 
on this subject, it was stated,"*' That if oxj^y per- 
son who is destitute, he shall receive money for 
the expenses of his journey, and shall be forwarded 
at the ch&rge of the crown. On his arrival, he shall 
receive a competent assistance, and, if required even 
ah advance of capital; free of interest, for ten years. 
All that he brings for his own use, i» free of duty. 
The stranger is exempt from all service either mili- 
tary or civil, even from all taxes and imposts for a 
certain time. In Moscow, Petersburg, and the Li- 
vonian towns, he enjoys five free years, in the in- 
land towns ten, on the hitherto uncultivated districts 
thirty. In these new tracts of land, the colonists 
shall live according to their own good will,, under 
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th^ir own jarisdiction, without any pjarticipation or 
cognizance of the imperial officers. All religions 
are tolerated.'' 

As to the consequences resulting from this imp<^ 
rial edict, we shall quote the words of an able 
writer : 

** Scarcely had this inviting voice resounded over 
Germany, through the ore^ans of the several minis- 
ters, than hundreds and thousands flocked to take 
possession of the promised land on the shores of the 
Volga and the Samava. For it must be confessed, 
that in Germstny great numbers of people are very 
reasonably dissatisfied with thdr condition, sighing 
under the pressure of religion, of justice, or of finance, 
or of all the three at once ; and there are certainly 
many fertile, beautiful, and highly improvable tracts 
of country in the before-^mentioned districts. In- 
dividuals and whole famiUes, numerous in women 
and children, people of tolerable circumstances, 
beggars, projectors, vagabonds, artificers, mechanics, 
literati, young and old, set out in haste, to be stowed 
on board of ship at Lubeck, and other maritime' 
towns on the Baltic. Several of the petty princes of 
Germany at first issued prohibiticms against these 
emigrations, and their example was afters ards fc^-. 
lowed by others ; and it Js not to be denied, that 
raanyof the persons employed in the colonial plan, 
made use of some indirect means for enticing in- 
considerate persons from their occupations. But it 
received the most effectual check from the reports 
that soon ran about concerning the new settlers 
themselves. Letters came full of complaints that 
their expectations were deceived. The inconveuieuce» 
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of the journey, tke ignorance of tbo language 
i??arit of their aecustomary accommodations, 
harshness of many persons in office, might 
bring many of the colonists to repent of the 
step they had taken ; others, who wanted only t( 
in idleness wondered that they were to begin \ 
to work, as it was exactly on that very account 
had left home/' - 

Notwithstanding the difliculties ever attet 
emigrations to a distant country, vast multitud 
families and individuals from Germany, but 
from France, Poland, and Sweden, went to s 
in Russia. 

Catherine was not only anxious to augment 

population of her dominions, but also to secure 

health of her subjects ; for this purpose she foui 

the college of medicine of the Russian empii 

St. Petersburg. Nor was her attention so engro 

by subjects of domestic policy, as to neglect 

military concerns of the empire. In a conversa 

with the French ambassador, M. de Baetewil, 

thus expressed herself. ^* I have the finest arn 

the world ; I am rather short of money, it is ' 

* but my financial resources will soon be prospe 

and flourishing. If I was to follow my inclina 

I should be fonder of war than of peace; biit I 

restrained by sentiments of humanity, justice, 

reason. However, I shall not be like the em|: 

Elizabeth. I shall not allow myself to be fo 

to make war ; I shall enter upon it when it will p 

> advantageous to me, but never from complaisanc 

' others.'* 

Biren, duke of Courland, who had returned i 
^ (13,14.) 2» 
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his exile in Siberia bad, during that period, beeq 
deprived of his estates by prioce Charles of Saxony^ 
son of Angastns IlL king of Poland. Biren was a 
fevonrite of the empress, and she supported his 
canse by ordering the Russian army in Pomerania 
to march into Courland. Another army was marched 
into Poland under count Romanzoff. This army 
was reinforced by twenty thousand auxiliary forces 
under Prussian colours, commanded by general 
Chemichefi* These hostile measures soon pro- 
duced the object wished for, the reinstatement of 
Biren in his duchy. 

A secret treaty had been concluded in 1750, re- 
specting the government of Holstein. The king of 
Sweden ceded to the king of Denmark his claims 
to the regency of Holstein during the minority of 
the grand duke. A Russian prince had just taken 
the commaild 'of Holstein, on account of the em- 
press Catherine. The Danes at first refused to ac* 
knowledge his authority ; but the menaces of the 
empress produced a suitable apology from the court 
of Copenhagen. 

' The insolence of (mnce OrlofF rendered him ob- 
noxious to the moi^t eminent of the Russian no- 
bility, who absented themselves from court sooner 
than submit to his arrogance. Sir Nathaniel Wrax-^ 
all gives a very interesting account of the rise of thi$ 
•minion of the empress. 

** Sir Thomas Wroughton," says that elegant 
^writer, told me, " that the first time he ever hear4 
the name of OrloflT mentioned, or ever saw the 
officer who afterwards became, as prince Orloff, the 
avowM favourite of'C^Aierine jgi every sense, was 



m^ the foHowing occasion • Crossing tlie feourt of the 
winter palace at Petersburg some time during the 
year 17«0, the grand duchess, who leaned on hfei 
^arai, pointed out to him a young man in the uniform 
.of the Russian guards, then in the act of saluting 
her with his spontoon, and added, * Vous vayez ce 
fiemijeunehomme? Le cmnoisez vous?'-—* Do you 
«ee that fine young man? Do you know him?' 
Wrowghton replying in the negative, * II s'app 
Orloff^ said Catherine. * Craivez vousy quHl a eu 
la kardiessede me f aire Vanumr ?'— * It est Men hardi, 
Madame:—' He is called OrlofT. Will you believe 
that he has had the boldness to make love to me V 
\lt is very bold, Madam,* answered he, smiling. 
The conversation proceeded no further ; but it re- 
iBaio^ed deeply imprinted upon Wrough ton's recol- 
lec^on, who from that moment silently anticipated 
the future favour of Orloff." (WraxalVs Historical 
^ Memoirs of my own Time, vol. i. p. IS I.) 

Count Panin, so distinguished in the last reign, 

stfll enjoyed his influence at court He wished to 

prompt the empress to establish an aristocraticaF 

\ senate. On this subject he seized an occasion one 

\ day to address her in the following words^ 

* " The sovereigns of this empire, Madam, have 

hitherto uniformly enjoyed an unlimited power; but 

it is the very extent of that power which rend^s 

it dangerous to him in whom it is lodged, since it 

may at any time be usurped by some bold pretender, 

atid the usurper is thenceforth above the laws^ 

Trust me, jnadam^ make the sacrifice of an aGlso^ 

lite authority j- create a fixed and permanent 

cil^micitwhie^ wMI*seciH^e to you the crown ; solenGHEily* 
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declare, that you reoomce for yourMlf and finr yew 
imccegsors the power of depriving at pleasure the 
nembers of that august body ; declare, that if diey 
commit any crime or high misdemeanor their peem 
ailooe shall have the right to judge and to condema 
them, on accarate and severe informations. From 
the moment you shall adopt this, prudent meafl«re» 
it will be forgotten that you obtained tbe crown by 
violence, in the sentiment that you intend to pm- 
^rve it only by justice." (La vie de Catkerine S^ 
cunde^ tome i.) 

The empnisa was so far pleased with Panin's pMr 
position, as to desire him to draw the pkm up iii 
writing for her consideration. The count divulged 
his ideas to Orlofi^ who communicated it to the old 
chancellor Bestucbeflf, who viewed the plaii as preg^ 
nant with danger, and immediately waited t^nm 
Catherine to conjure her to r^ect what mut^t occa** 
sion a division of her power. The empress, therot 
fore, declined the proposal of Panin. 

The chancellor made a vain attempt to prod we 
a nuarriage between the emprfss and Orloff, the vwgr 
nimour of which was disgusting to the peopie. 
Many conepiracies were entered into for the de« 
struction of the favourite, one of which had nearly 
profed fatal. Catherine, alarmed at the^ oircutu* 
stances, removed from Mosoow to Petersbuig^ fear* 
fgl of the eflbcts of popular fury» She had beea 
inlbrmodf that Panin a«4 Raaumo&ky were ai»<Hig 
the, oonspirators, a^d she strongly suspected tba 
pjioeess PascUi^off : to that hady she dii(>atcbed a 
letter couched in terms of pretended fiiendsh^, m 
vhifih ahe e^pociaUy requeatad to hai^ean iuji^tmw 
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vkh ber. The princasig, aware of her diee^, w&aA 
the following lacMic and spiiked answer ; 

^* I MATS not heard any thing of the subject jroa 
mentioa ; and if 1 had, I should be Tery careful 
^w I spoke of it What is it jron want of me.? 
That I should die on a scaffold ? I am leady to 
flMunt iU'' 

T^ eHpress was too wise to push tbe mattsr 
tether, she made iio fivrtfier efforts to tamper with 
tbe pittocess. Some of the subaltern coaspir^tors 
were exiled to Siberia ; but Panin and Razumoftky, 
instead of punishment, received several additional 
maAs of fiivour. 

Augostus the Third, king of Poland, having died 
October 6, 1703, there were various ^zandidates for 
the vacant crown, which was elective. Catherine 
had entered into a secret treaty with Prussio, by 
which they agreed to use their joint efforts for main^ 
tehmig Poland in its state of free election. 1%e 
empress had fixed her choice for the new sovereigu 
Of PoIsBod on her fiiend and lover Count Poniatow- 
sky, who was at "diis time diirty-two y^ars of age» 
The character of this nobleiiEmn is ably sketched by 
a very ingenious writer. ' ' '4 

^* CoMOt Pooiatowsky was endowed with tikose 
qualities which aipe moM adapted to conoiliatd #m$ 
friendship of puitioular persons, 'than to #t ihitu fm 
swaj^ng a sceplve« TaH, well made, «€f a figaie lA 
once leonMMMDdtng and agreeaible, be spoke anA 
wrote with fluency the seven prineipal languages of 
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' Earope, and in a graceful dictkm ; but lie possecsed 
only a slight knowledge of affairs. His eloquence 
was vague and desultory, his presumption too 
apparent Rather weak than gentle, rather prodigal 
than generous, he might easily mislead women, and 
dazzle a thoughtless multitude, but not persuade 
men of cultivated minds. He was doubtless itter 
to submit to be governed than to govern himself. 
Nevertheless, supported.by the influence and amm 
of Russia, and having no obstacle to fear on the 
part of other powers^ his triumph was not long in 
fliispence. The consequence of Catherine was in- 
Tolved in this triumph : that princess set so great a 
value on seeing the crown of the Sarmates on the 
brow of her former favourite, that she wrote vritbout 
delay to Count Kayserling, her. ambassador at 
Warsaw, to employ every means in behalf of Po- 
niatowsky. One of her letters was intercepted, and 
c<Hitained the following words : *^ My dear count; 
remember my candidate. I write this at two 
o'clock in the morning ; judge, vvhether I am ii»* 
different about 'the affair." (Vie de Catherime Se^ 
0inde.) 

. The empress had an excellent agent in Count 
JLayferling: he used every engine to procure the 
diadem for Poniatowsky* The diet of Warsaw 
immediately elected him king, but giieat tunmlta 
occurred daring the sitting of the^ diet» which 
was opened with a solejoan mass and a sermon ; the 
pi^adier took bisitext from U. Kings x. 3. '' Look 
eyen out the best and.meetest of your master's sons ; 
an4 set him on his father's tbronei and fight (m 
J9vif ra^i^r'shoHS^,"^ , ;u , 



"^ The db]9ute8 relative to tlie siiccession assumed 
a serious aspect^ hostilities commencing betweea 
the rival parties. Prince Radzivil, who commanded 
tthe Polish troops, attacked the Russians, July 3, 
rl764, in which the former were defeated. The 
jpiincess Radzivil, and the prince's own sister, 
fought on horseback with sabres, and .behaved 
^ith unprecedented heroism. 

On September 7, 1704, Poniatowsky was pro* 
claimed king of Poland, and grand duke of Lithu* 
knia, under the name of Stanislaus Augustus. 

While the Empress was on a journey to Livonia, 
|nrince Iwan was basely assassinated in the fortress 
of Schlusselburg, where he had been long confined 
a prisoner. The assassins were named Vlassieff and 
'Tseheken. Vassily Mirovitch, a lieutenant in the 
Russian army, had made an endeavour to procure 
the liberation of this unfortunate prince; but, failing, 
it occasioned both the death of Iwan, and also 
brought himself to the block. " After some days 
spent in the trial, Mirovitch was condemned to 
lose his head, not as guilty of high treason, but a 
disturber of the public peace. Unmoved at this 
sentence, he walked to the scaflfold like a man who 
had nothing to fear." Mirovitch was the only per- 
son who sufl[ei*ed death ; but fifty-eight persons 
implicated in the attempt were sentenced to different 
punistmients. 

' It was notto^be supposed that the nobles of 
the Russian court would long submit to the inso« 
fence Of Orloff. Count Panin was particularly 
indignant at the authority assumed^ by him, and he 
'Was determined to use his utmost eflbrts to procure^ 



bis difliBisrioii. A new favourite had engaged the 
atteifttiOD of the ainorous anpress, a yoang oficer, 
named Yissensky. Pamn put every stratageoi in 
motion to accelerate the promotion of this yow^; 
man. Orloff, perceivii^ the i^Iendid rays of tbia 
rising sun, prudently averted a sudden and rapid 
fall, by a complete alterati<Hi in his conduct ; and by 
this means he not only preserved his influence over 
his royal mistress, bat he occasioned' the yoang 
&vourite to be dismissed, and invested with ait 
employment in one of the distant provinces of the 
empire. 

Catherine had placed a king on the Uirone of 
Poland, but it Mas not merely on the accounl of 
friendship to Poniatowsky, but she had vasi views of 
aggrandisement which were the grand sprmgs of 
action in her conduct on that occasion. '^ Tbinkii^ 
herself secure of the entire sutaiission otthe king of 
Poland, she put off all constraint, and openly avowed 
the designs which even policy had made it a criiae 
in the Poles to have imputed to her. Her preteo- 
sicms were doubtless extravagant ; but, as ^e waa 
desirous that they should not be useless, she only 
declared them when on the point of marching the 
troops that were destined to support them, and 
proposed nothing but in an imperious tone. After 
having traced out cm the map the lines of demar- 
cation, by which. Russia purloined a great part of 
the territory of Poland, Catherine insisted on the 
recognition of the validity of those lines, and that the 
limits of the two countries should thus be fixeiL 
She exacted farther, that the king and ^ republii; 
should contract with her a treaty of alliaaii^,^ off&a^ 



fire lttia^dcffetf8iTe» Md that tb«y slioiiM attinr the 
dissidentci to enjoy all the Mfbe righto ynnh tht 
catholics, not ex<i^(>ting that of a capacity fof Ibeing 
ifnembers of the senate. The last of tiuese* demaiidSi 
the only one that was equitable, raised the indig* 
iiation of ab intolerant and despotic nobility. Mui^ 
Inurs were now heard on alt sides ; mention waa 
made of having recourse to arms. Whether he waa 
reall)* ashamed of the sacrifices that were pre^ 
scribed to bis recognition, or rather afraid of putting 
Ibe nation in a ferment, the king himself declared 
that he could not consent ta these sacrifices/' 
'- The dissidents here referred to were the pro- 
fessors of the protectant religion. Th& Polirii diet 
assembled September 1, 1768. Great exertions were 
inade m^&tvottr of the dissidents, but the Inshop of 
Craeow opposed any privileges being granted to 
them.- Stanislaus was for moderate toteration, but 
he was virulently attacked as abtettmg the enemie)9 
-4)f the state. The Russian forces now appeared 
before the gates of Waraaw; prince R^nin, in the 
imme of the empress CathieriQe, dematided not only 
a toleration for the disnidents, but that they should 
^1)0 placed on an equality with the members of the 
established religion. This proposition was rejected, 
^he king now resolved to assemble a diet exirar 
Ordinary. It mic^t hare been presmned, that the 
|>resence of the Russian army would have intimidated 
the members of this diet ; but the bk^hbp of Cracow 
and his adherents were a& inimical as erer to the 
measures proposed. It was on the evening df the 
day when the diet opened, that while tbs bisbd^ 
was at table. ^ CovaA ]kfimAecsk^9, a dtta<shaKitt 9^ 
(13, M.) 2 L 
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Russian sofldiers entered the room, and made '43m 
prelate prisoner : he was immediately sent - (^ to 
Siberia. Several Polish nobles were also arrested 
by order of prince Repnin« The members of the 
diet presented an address to. the king, soliciting him 
to request the release of the prisoners ; but praice 
Repnin refused accecHng to it, the dissidents finally 
obtained the pririleges which Russia demanded. 

The augmentation of power which Catherine bad 
acquired, for Stanislaus was absolutely a nominal 
monarch, and a prisoner in. bis own capital, filled 
the crowned heads of £urope with just alarm. Th« 
mrnister of France, the duke de Choiseul, viewed it 
proper to hold a consultation with the count d^ 
Vergennes on the subject It was deemed requisite 
to make overtures to the Ottoman Porte^ and re- 
present the danger that might ensue if Russia wa«i 
tamely sufiered to gain possession of Poland. The 
Turkish cabinet transmitted a note to the king of 
Poland : explanatory of the danger to which the 
Sublime Porte was exposed in consequence of the 
cession to Russia, of the Polish territoiy. • The 
king gave an ambiguous reply to this memorial. . 

Catherine had e\er been jealous of the princess 
Dashkoff, and in consequence of some ofience, she 
was a second time banished to Moscow. This 
was impolitic of the empress, as the people of 
Moscow were far from being satisfied with her con- 
duct, Jand the princess did not fail to fon^ent the 
prevailkig dissatisfaction. To counteract the effect 
of those growing discontents, the empress enter- 
tained the inbabitadts.of P^ersburg with two grand 
and magnificent/toumaineiitsjn the style of antieut 



45iiva1ry ; "bnt this served rather to incf^ease than 
ftllay the spirit of dtsaffectioD. A wiser mode 
Catherine pursued in reforming ^dboses^ establishii^ 
usefttl institutions, correcting the tribunals of public 
justice, building hospitals, founding schools, and 
planting colonies. The judges received an aiigmen* 
tation of their salaries better to enable them to 
execute justice without being exposed to bribery. 
But to render herself popular, «he undertook to 
legislate for her subjects by composing a new code 
of laws. To procure materials for this vast under-^ 
taking, she sent orders to the roost distant parts of 
the Russian empire for the different laws of those 
provinces to be transmitted to Moscow, whither 
flihe soon after herself repaired to open a meeting 
of the states. The pi*eliminaries of this important 
national business consisted in reading the instruc- 
tions, which was frequently interrupted by bursts Of 
iq>plause. None of the deputies from the provinces 
attempted to deliver their sentiments excepting the 
deputies of the Samoiedes, one of whom thu« ad- 
dressed the assembly: 

" We are a simple /and honest people. We 
quietly tend our rein«deer. We are in no want of a 
Hew code of laws ; but make laws for the Russians, 
our neighbours, that may put a stop to their depre^ 
dations.^' 

The new code of laws, having been proposed, and 
agreed to, before the assembly broke up, the titles of 
Great, Wise, Prudent, and Mother of the Country, 
was voted to the empress by acclamation, in answer 
tD; whidbt mark of loyalty and attachment, she re- 
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** That Biippotinf she had rendered hemelf wortbj 
ottfae first title» Great, it beloi^ed to posterity tq 
coofar it opon her;, that wisdom and prudence vret^ 
the gifts of heaven* for which she daily gave thanks* 
without pnesuming to derive any merit firom them 
herself; and, finally* the tide of Mother of the 
Country* waa the most dear of all in her eyes, the 
onfy one she could accept, and which die regarded 
as the best and most glorious recoropence for hw 
labours and solicitudes in behalf of a people whom 
she loved." 

That we may foitn some idea of the great and 
comprehensive mind of Catherine, so eminently ex* 
emplified in this work of l^islature* (which excited 
the warmest admii:ation of Frederick the Great,) nr^ 
shall insert a few of the provisions of the code* 
V '' The spirit of the nation, the nation itself, ought 
to be consulted in the framing of laws. Those laws 
ought to be viewed only as a means of conducting 
mimkiod to the height of happiness. 

'' It is our duty to ameliorate the lot of those who 
live in a state of dependence. The liberty and the 
security of the citizens ought to be the grand and 
primary 4)l]9ects of all laws ; they should all tend to 
render life, honour, and property, as stable and se* 
cure tfiS (be constitution of the government itself. 

*',The liberty of the subjects ought only to_b|^ 
restricted in such cases only where their own ad- 
vantage is concerned* 

^* In causes purely civil, the laws should be ap 
dear and precise^ that the judgments resulting from 
them should alwajs be in perfect conformity in the) 
aame. cases* in order to remove that jurisprudeaoGi)f 



dedsioils wliich is f» often a iMnirce of Qileeftkiiitieii^ 
Of erron, or acts of iojastice, according as a cau»^ 
has been well or iU defimded at 4)ne titn^ or at^ 
anotlier, g«ned or lost according to infloence oi^ 
Qireumstapces* 

'' It is incon^aMibly better to prevent crimes than 
to punish them. 

^* The Kfe of the meanest citieen is of consequence. 
No one should be deprived of life, except when re- 
quired in its defence. 

** In proceedings of trial, the use of torture h 
' contrary to sound reason. Humanity revolts at it{ 
and insists on its bemg aboliii^ied. The office of a 
judge is only to {nronounce, whether the action of 
the prisoner is confbrmable^ to the law, or contrary 
to it' 

<^ All punishment is unjust, when not essMtial ibr 
the maintenance of the public safety." 

Notwithstanding the inde&tigable endeavours of 
the empress to gain the hearts of her subjects, there 
yet remained many disaffected persons, who, rmnw 
nating on the death of Peter the Itiird, and more 
recently, that of Prince Ivan. A young officer 
named Tschoglokofi^ resolved tcr avenge tlieir 
deaths, he was inflamed with a sort of fanatical 
Airy. JBquaUy persevering as sanguinary in his 
design, he attended the palace day after day, 
placing hkusell^in a part best calculated for hH 
purpose There were certain dark passages through 
whik^h the empress usually passed in the way to her 
ipn^r apartments. In one of those passages Tscho- 
glokoff concealed himself: fortunately for the czari** 
m^ fd^ ehidedl the blow, of the aspassm by not 
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passing that way. The officer focensed at 1m dts* 
^pointmeot, wished to gain, an accompyce, and 
mentioned his design to a brother officer, .who im- 
ipediately gave information to Prinpe.Orloff. .Tscho- 
glokoff was arrested the next day as he was waitings 
i|i the palace ; he . was ai[ined with a long poinard, 
which be confessed was to have been plunged into 
the body of the ^empress. The punishment of this 
young man was^ very lenient; . he was. exiled to 
Siberia. 

In 1768. the small pox ntade great ravage.^ in 
Petersburg, which occasioned. the empress and the 
grand duke, . her. son, to remain at Zarsko-Zelo. 
Inoculation had recently been practised with great 
success in the metropolis of the British. empire. 
Great was the opposition made to it from prejudice. 
Pr. Isaac Maddox, ; bishop of Worcester, was emi- 
nently instrumental, by his .discourses from the 
pulpit, in removing those prejudices ; while the suc- 
cessful practice of the Suttons, and Dr. Thomas 
Dimsdale, caused inoculation for the small pox to 
be universally adopted throughout England. la 
consequence of the .fatal effects of this contagious 
and loathsome disease, the empress directed a letter 
lo her ambassador at London, desiring him to write 
t) Dr. Dimsdale, at Hertford, requesting him, by 
desire of the empress, to repair.to Petersburg, there 
to introduce inoculation. Upon Dr. Dimsdale's 
arrival at Petersbuig, he waited upon Count Paniii^ 
who thus addressed him : ** You are^now called. 
Sir, to the most important employment that perhaps 
any gentleman was ever entrusted with. To your, 
j^kill atid integrity will probably be^ submitted^ n^ 
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less than the precious lives of two of the greatest 
personages in the world, with whose safety the 
tranquillity and happiness of this great empire are 
so intimately connected, that should an accident 
deprive us of either, the blessings we now enjoy 
might be turned to the utmost state of misery and 
confusion. May God avert such unspeakable ca* 
lamites ! but the hazard of the infection of the small 
pox, in the natural way, is so threatening, that we 
are compelled to have recourse to the expedient oi 
inoculatim; which, though so little known in this 
country, has been adopted and practised in England 
with the greatest success. We have physicians at 
great learning and abilities in their profession ; but 
nab being experienced in this new branch of prac- 
tice, her imperial majesty was pleased to lay her 
commands upon her ministers, to inquire after, and 
engaa;e, a person of the best abilities in it, and 
whose success had been con&rmed by long practice. 
You come to us well recommended in these essen- 
tial points. I shall therefore repose the utmost 
confidence in you, and have only to request that 
you will act without the least reserve/' fJHms^ 
dole's Tracts an^Imculation.J 

The empress, the archduke, prince Orloff, and 
a . wumber of the Russian nobility were inoculated 
by Dr. Dimsdale, and in reward for his meritorious 
services, Catherine created him a baron of the 
Jius$ian empire, made him a counsellor Of state, 
and physician to her majesty, with a pension of five 
hundred pounds per. annum to be paid in England, 
exclusive of ten thousand pounds paid him in 
Kussia» with two minilitare pictures of the empress 
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nnd the g;rand cloke sdt in diamonds. Dr. t)\mm 
dale ifas accompanied in the journey to Petersburg 
by fais son. 

The state of Poland was at this time tmly dis^ 
astrous, it exhibited all the horrors of the tnoel 
«an^inary civil wars. Austria and France secretly 
encouraged the Poles to throw off the y<^e <if 
Russia. They obtained possession of Cracow afidl 
other places; General Soltikoff arrived with a lai^e 
reinforcement of Rusisian troops. The Poles applied 
to the grand sultan for assistance, and was formally 
proclaimed by the Ottoman Porte against Rassid. 
To evidence the hostile disposition of tiie Turks, 
the Russian ambassador was arrested and coio- 
mitted to prison. Catherine retaliated by a well 
drawn up manifesto, in which Ae made an appeal 
to all the nations of Europe as to the justice of her 
cause. The empress did not rest sfEittsfied witii 
words and empty declantations. She exerted her- 
self id a more energetic manner, by ordering a 
powerful anUy to march, which extended from tfe 
banks of the Danube to those of the river Kuban. ' 

The ;Crimean Tartars had espoused the cause of 
the Turks, and werevin arms m opposition to tke 
Russian JB!!a^le. 

The imperial general Isaakoff, defeated tWdve 
thousand of those barbarians, while the co«9aqks 
praetrated into Moldavia. Prince Galatzin, die 
gallant leader of the Russian army, having passed 
the Dniester, made a rash attempt to attack an 
^rmy of thirty thousand Turks, but experienced 
a severe repulse. The prince was so unfortunate 
^as to experience Miother defeat from the fwces of 
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tbe gnmd seignior; ^e Turks fmr^ii^ ttii^ Ktt^ittiif 
even into Poland, but there they were defeated "nWH 
great loss. 

Catherine meditated a plan of singular enterprise 
i^ainst the haughty power of the crescent, it wai^ 
an attack npon the Greek islands of the Archi« 
petago. Petel: the Great had first creiited 4 
Russian navy ; but naval architecture, and m*»r0 
especially naval tactics, were but little underMooA. 
The Russian navy wanted able nautical coitl^ 
manders. For to remedy this deficiency, the 
empress engaged some English naval officers of 
distinguished ability, to superintend tbe fittings out 
o€ this fleet; and in fact to direct every thing 
relative to marine service, inspection of dock yards^ 
ftc. Sir Charles Knowles was peculiarly dii^«^ 
guished by the empress for hid talents in those 
respects. In the autumn of 1760, two fine squad-* 
rotfs of men of war proudly set sail fiY)nj 
Archangel, steering their course fbr Ihe Mediter- 
ranean. This fleet consisted of twernty sail of the 
line, six frigates, several transports, bomb^^ketches, 
and gatlies. It vrab tomtnanded by admiral Spi* 
ridoff; but Alexis Orloff, brother to the prince, was 
the gr^d admir&L The bommand of the Russian 
troops was conferred on count RonfmniSotf. ^e 
eampiaign opened with the siege of Bender, but the 
Tartars prevented that place from beitig ifaten, but 
the RussiiUis eaptnred Yassi and Ibraifofl: A 
isanguinary^ battle was fought on the banks of the 
PmfB, The Ttrks mustered 60,000 men^ hea^ijd 
by the khan of the Crimea, the Russians ^^ 
commanded by Romanzoff. After ike ibfrttth^^oi 
(13,14.) 2 m 
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wmr appeartd'in favour of the latt^; by a masterlj^ 
KiaiKsavre of Romanzoff, in the heat of pursoipg the 
Turks, be found himself surrounded by 150,000 
Turks. lo this, critical situation; B^manzoff or* 
dered his men to chai^ge with bayonets 'fixed. The 
Turks, un^b^e to stand the furiops; attack, retreated 
in the utmost . confusion, and were complet^y de* 
j^c^ted. The greater part of the. baggage and stores 
of the Turkish ar»)y, J43 pieces of brass cannon^ 
and 70Q0. waggons loaded with provisions^ fell into 
the hands of the Kuisisiarts. ; ' 

\ The victoxious Rotnahzoff immediately crossed 
the Dniester, and again laid siege to Bender, which 
surrendered} after a si^ge of three months; Septem^ 
ber, 17^9. '', i^t.the sanae.time, general Igelstrohn 
gained pods^sfsion o| the town, and fortitess. of 
Ackerm^n, the capital of BeyBsarabia.^ The terror 
of the Russian arms, spread far and wide, apd the 
provinqes of Moldavia and Wallachi^ sc^nt deputies 
to do homage to Catherine. In the Archipelago, 
the Russians^ were received with the most lively 
emotions of joy. The Greeks were desirous of 
being freed lirom the yoke of t^^ MuHSulmen. 
Admiral : SpiridofTs fleet was joined 'by another 
squadr^n^ under the corn^and/pf vice admiral 
£ipfainstpn» an^inent £qglish navs^ officer. The 
Turkish fleet was commanded by Hasisan, a pacha 
of jgr^eat. notoriety. He suqceeded in obA^ng tiie 
Russiws to, abandon I^emnos. An engagement 
took place between the fleets^r July £,» 1^70. The 
twpr flag ships blew up with a. tre/nendous explo- 
g^oi), by t\i^ brave ex^tiq^sjof admirs^ ^Iphifiston 
^XD^^dvm^.Gvp}^^^^ i§j9^^i^ comma^^dc^^ The 
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cTttiicish fleet -was annihilated. In the Turkish 
lempire, the famous Ali Bey had hoisted the stand*- 
ard of rebellion against the sultan^ and if supported 
by the influence; of Russia^ he would' have uor 
questionably shakea the Ottoman empire to its 
ioundation; but Alexis Orlofi* made no exertions 
in this respect. . . > , : 

Orlofl*, after having visited Petersburg, and re* 
ceiving honours for a victory not obtained by him, 
he rejoined the Russian squadron at Leghorn. 
While at Petersburg he was furnished with a secret 
commission relative to a young lady, presumed to 
be of no ' small rank. This was the princess 
Tarrakanoff, the youngest daughter of the empress 
Elizabeth, by her clandestine marriage with Gregory 
Razumuflsky. Prince Radzivit carried ofi* this 
lady to Rome. Catherine being informed of this 
eyent, resolved to counteract the designs of Rad- 
zivil. She caused all his estates to be seized ; he 
was theii in Italy. Upon his return to Russia, the 
empress made him ap offer to return his posses- 
sions, provided he would bring the young princeiss 
to Petersburg. He refused acceding to that pro- 
posal, ,but he promised to give himself no further 
concern about the young lady. In consequence,: 
Alexis Orloff" was ordered, the moment he arrived 
at Leghorn, to use every stratagem to obtain pos- 
session of the princess^ He dispatched, accord- 
ingly, an emissary to Rome, who having discovered 
the apartments of the princess, this intriguer in- 
formed her that he was ordered by Count Orloff* 
to ofier her the throne which her mother had filled. 
During the time of this negociation, Orlofi* himself 
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iiilwed at Route. Wi&k an atreeity woiiby of loiM 
4b&iiK)iis cbaraict^r, lie made love to the princeM 
bt Tarralfianoff, and the princesa was peisuaded to 
uadeigo. the deceilfcil ^Mrina of a mock marriage^ 
1>rloff conreyed fak pretended bride to Piaa, ^ the 
iime when the Rnasian sqnadroQ, under the com- 
mand of Admiral Greig, had entered the port 0{ 
LegboiTi. Orloff immediately informted &e princess 
tbdt he moat »ei off to tha||: city, and ^requested her 
lo accompany him. On arriving at Leghorn 8h# 
waa lodged in the how of Sir John Dkk, tk^ 
Gngliah consul. 

The princess was anxioua to view the Rnssian 
fleet. ^' On her coming down she was handed kito 
a boat with magnificent awnings. The consuli and 
several ladies» seated themselves with her* A 
seeotid boat conveyed Vice Admiral Greig, and 
court Alexis Orloff ; and a third, filled wi& 
Biiseian apd £nglish officers^ closed lite prooession.- 
The boats put off from ^sbore in sight of an immenser 
multitude of people, and were received by the fleet 
with a band of music, salutes of artillery, . and 
repeated huzzas. As the princess came akMigsidtf 
the ship ^ which she was to g0;on board, a,8^1en«* 
did chair was let down from the yard, in which 
bcdng seated^ she was hoisted upon deck, and it 
was observed to her, that theae w^e partici^aif: 
honoust paid to her on account of her rank.. But^ 
no aooner was she on boards than she was haad^ 
cuffed. In vain she implored for pity of die crii^' 
helirayer, whom she still called her husband, in 
vain she tl^ew hesseif .at his &et, and watered them' 
urith h6r teara. , On arriving, at Petersbnrgh die 
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fom^ victim was lAttkt up in the fortress, and wbdt 
became of her afterwards, was never known.** (Vit 
lie Catherine Seoande.) 

Sir Nathaniel Wraxall has greatly elucidated this 
mysteriens circumstance. 

<' Dining in a large company (says Sir Natbanid) 
at Mr. Thomas Hope's, in Berkely Square, on 
Sunday the 10th of February, 1799, I sat by Sir 
John Dick; and well knowing his intiwiacy witb 
Alexis Orioff, I enquired of him, ^* Where die count 
then wasr "" He is,** answered Sir John Dick, *" at 
present at Leipsic, from which plaee be wrote im 
me 4>Dly tiiree weeks ago. The emperor Paul com^ 
manded him to travel, after having made him, and 
pr»ce Baratinskoi, both of whom assisted in the 
lamination of Peter's life, to assist likewise at the 
funeral ceremonies of that prince. They held the 
pall, and actually mounted guard over the body, in 
the church of the citadel of Petersburg, remaining 
Ihe whole night with the corpse. Alexis went 
through this function widi perfect composure.^' > 

** Encouraged by the frankness of this reply, i 
Matured to ask him, if he had read the narrative of 
the (Mrincess Tarrakanoff's seizure, related in ^^ La 
Vu de Catherine Seconde.'' ^ 1 have certainly 
perused it," said he, ** and not without some com 
cam, as I am there accused by name, no less than 
my vnft^ of having, been a party to die act of 
transporting by violence, a young, misnspecting^ 
and innocent princess, on board the Russian fleet; 
I will relate, to you, as a man of veracity, . all the 
part that J took» and all I know, relative to the 
pie^Mbad 4^cesf ia , qucatian, . who^ is fhefe asj 
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nerted to have been a daughter of Elizabetbf 
rempreiss of Russia, by Alexis Ilazunmffsky. 

** During the time that the Russian squadron lay 
jn the harbour of Leghorn, 1771,' Alexis Orloft 
who ^was the admiral, resided frequently, if not 
prmcipally, at Pisa, where he hired a splendid 
house. One morning, about eleven o'clock, a 
•€Ossack, who was in his service, and who acted as 
his courier, arrived at *my door, charged with a 
message to inform me, that his master, with some 
company in three carriages, meant to dine with me 
on that day. I accordingly ordered a dinner to be 
prepared for his reception » When he arrived, he 
brought with him a lady, whom he introduced to 
my wife and to, myself, bat he never named her, 
only calling her, " Questa Dama/' She was by 
no means handsome, though genteel in her figure, 
ajpparently thirty years of age, and had the air of a 
person who had suflkred by her health. There 
seemed something mysterious about her, which 
excited my curiosity, but which I could not pene- 
trate. Considering her with attention, it struck me 
forcibly that I had seen her before, and in England. 
Being determined, if possible, to satisfy myself on 
this point, as we stood leaning against the chimney 
piece in my drawing room^ before dinner; I said to 
her,, ** I believe madam, you English." ".I speak 
only one little," answered she. We sat dOwn to 
dinner, and after the repast Alexis Orloff proposed 
to my vrife, and to another lady who was< thera 
present, to accompany him and the female stranger 
on board his ship« They both declining it, Orloff 
took her with him in the jevening. 1%^ boom^ oi; 



chaki, Was: then stretched ei€r0$s; the harboiur; but 
a boat came frooo the .Ruasidn adioiral's iihip, into 
^hich he ppt the Ijady, and ftccoai|>aDied her him- 
self safe on board. ; < 

; ^' On the ensuiqg moriiibs, yfheti Orloff «ame Oft 
shore; he proceeded to my house. His eyes were 
violently - inflamcidy and his whole countenance 
betrayed much agUation. Without explainiqg to 
me the cause or the reason of this disorder^.he 
owned that he had passed a very unpleasant night, 
and he requested me to let hitn have some of the 
most amusing books in my libr^ary, in order to divert 
the lady who was on board the 4h]p. I never saw 
her again; but I know that sood afterwards, she 
was sent by Ale:iits in a frigate to Cronstadt, where, 
without being ever landed, she was transferred up 
the Neva to the fortress of Schlusselbourg, at the 
mouth of the lake Ladoga. Catheriqe there con* 
fined her, in the very room that Peter the Third 
had caused to be constructed, with intrat to shut 
up herself in it. The lady unquestionably died in 
,tbat prison of chagrin, but she was not drowned 
by, the , water of the Neva coming into her 
apartment, as is: asserted in ^^ La Vie d$ Catherine 
Seconde'' 

, " HaviDg stated to you,'" continued Sir John 
Dick, ^' these circumstances, I will now inform 
you who, and of what description, was the Jady in 
question. Far from being, as is. pretended, a 
daughter of Elizabeth, empress of ^ Russia, her 
father was a baher of Nuremburg, in Franconia. 
If. pn this point my testimony should appear to you 
i^ii^picious, the present, margrave of Anspach, who 
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k kk ;tlm cmttitry^ skfiid iriio knew het well, ' tt ^d^ 
to tMtiiy tke 8Mi!ie feet She wa» ^ woman of 
pteasore ckrlngf n short time, both in Pans and here 
in London, at which last mentioned city she had 
pielced «p a few words of Englisdi. PHnce Nicho* 
las Rad|9vfl, who was driven oot of Poland by the 
RnsBians, having met with her, made her bis mis- 
tress, and carried her with htm iiilo Italy. In ord» 
to revei^ himself on Catherine, who had expelled 
him frcmi bis native country, and ckmfiscated bis 
Mtnense states in Lithuania, he resolved on calUng 
hfft the princess Tarrakanoff, pretending that she 
was Elizabeth's daughter. Snch she Was in £sKCt 
cbttsidefed to be by many people, and the report 
lusquiring strength, soon reached Petersburg. Ca- 
^i&ie, natm^lly alarmed at the existence of a 
{uretteder who might lay claim to the very throne 
of Russia^ and being informed that prince Radzivil 
hsserted her r^bt to the empire, as- a legitimate 
daughter of Elizabeth, by Raznmof&ky, to whom 
she had been secretly married, thought that not a 
tnoment was to be lo6t in securing the person of sd 
dangerous a rival. She issued private orders, 
Iherelbre^ td ^Alexis Orloff, enjoining him to gain 
possession of the pretended princess at all events, 
and by every possible iu^ans, either of money or 
idotence. To so great a height did the* empress^ 
ajpprebensions rise, that OtloflF avowed to me, he 
had received the positive commands of her majesty 
to pursue her even tti Ragusa, if necessary, where 
k was understood she bad retired, to demand her 
from tlie government of that small republic ; aud if 
tbej should refuse to give her up, to boinbaTd the 
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fDity^raod to lay it in ashes. But Alexis/fouod 
mieaiKs. to entrap, or to entice her, without eithev 
disturbanoe or: hostility. He treated her as bi$ 
mistress M'hile he[ repided at Pisa, and while sbe lay 
on board his ship at Leghorn, These are all 
the particulars that I know relative to her, and 
all.Uie:$hare I.had jd her detention, or h^r oiis- 
fortunes." 

To this statement of the British consul. Sir N» 
Wraxhall adds; thte loUowing comment : 

^ It is probable th^t this recital, however natural 
and plausible it may appear, or however true it 
may be in. point. of fact, will nevertheless, by no 
means, carry conviction to every mind. I confess 
that it neither produced that sentiment in me at the 
timb when Sir John Dick related it, nor on the 
fullest consideratioa am I thoroughly persuaded 
that the^ persqn in question was not the daughter of 
£U2|tl>et;h. It. seems to be universally admitted, 
.and I have always been so assured, that the em- 
.prefis did privately espouse Razumpffsky ; that she 
bad by him, between th«^ years 1740 and 1745, 
various children, one of whom was ^brought up, and 
called the princess or countess of Tarrakanoff. 
Prince Radzivil might, as is asserted in ^' Jm Vie 
de Catherine S^amde,'' have contrived means to 
carry her off, wd after accompanying her to Rome, 
might there have, quitted or deserted, her. It is 
unquestionable, even by Sir John Dick's accoimjt, 
Ibat Catherme dreaded her, and that Orloff, by her 
i^d^«„ decoyed, ensnared, and made himself master 
dI the person of this unfortunate female. But th«l 
M order to elBfect his base and bvl^ous purpose^ 

(13, 14-)* 2 N 
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OrloflTactnany married her, or pretended m to do; 
fliat she passed several days under Sir John Dick's 
h)of in amusement and dissipation ; tliat the ** con«^ 
sol. Ins wife, and the wife of rear admiral Grdg, 
took their seats by her in the bar^ whidi conwy^wi 
her on board the Russian squadron ;" finally, that ^ 
British consul would dishonour himself, his soTe* 
reign, [and his nation, by openly facilitating so per^ 
Odious an act, all these assertions, and many others 
relative to her treatment on board OrioflTs ship, 
kppear to me wholly undeserring of credit. They 
hre indeed completely disproved by Sir Johm 
INck's narrative to me, and wholly undeserving 
^ credit" fWraxaiTs Historical Memoirs, ro\. L 
p. 183—190. 

Although repeatedly conquered, the Turkisk 
armies were almost instantly recruited. They 
however sustained anotiier defeat near Isuccra, by 
the Russian general Veissman. The grand vizier 
however forced him to repass the Danube, and widi 
an army of 100,000 men, he advanced to Bucharest 
After three engagements, in which the Russians 
had the advantage, the grand Tnrier retreated into 
the mountains of the Bulgarians, and Romanzoff 
took up his winter quarters in M<sldavia and Walr 
lachiiu Piince Dolgorucky nandered an iaqportant 
Service to tlie emprass, ,by ^onqwiing the whole cf 
the CriBiea, and fbrciog die khan 4o nteeat into 
Turitey; 

The conduct o( ^Gregoi^ OA0S ^owiiMed to h^ 
l6e subject ol general disgust. His am>gsnee wm 
ittch, that he behaved woth diswspect ^evat totb* 
^liil^eM. Oduiit Paiik hMl'lsiig swhed to lafleet 

11 L: . ' / 
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the downfal of Orloff. Catberitte bad receatly 
bestowed some attention to a 8ub*lieuteDUit of tho 
guards/ named Vassiltschikoff. Panin resolved to 
promote the elevation of this young man as the rival 
of Orloff. Through the interest of the count and 
of prince fiaratinsky, the new favourite vras ap* 
pointed chamberlain to the empre^a. Orloff bad 
been sent as plenipotentiary » to negotiate a peace 
with the Turks at Fokshiani; upon bearing of the 
appointment of Vassiltschikofft he was filled with 
rage, and instantly left Fokshiani, and unexpectedly 
arrived at the gate of [Petersburg, when to his utter 
astonishment he was refused entrance. Orloff dis^ 
guised his anger, and retired to one of his country 
seats. The empress sent a deputation, demanding 
the resignation of the offices he held, but he refused 
to comply. It was at length iigreed that he 8hoal4 
make a tour through different parts of £uiope ; an4 
the empress, as a remuneration for past servicesi 
gpranfeed him a liberal pension, and made him a 
present of a magnificent service of plate. Ho ways 
also created a prince of the Roman empire^ 
.The grand and mighty project wbich so long 
bad employed the mind of Gatberine, namely, the 
dismemberment of Poland, was now developing! 
Frederick, king of Prussia, had . an interview in 
1770, at Neustadt in Austria, with Joseph the 
second, emperor of Germany, in which the former 
communicated tbe design of partitioning Polted* 
^* All Europe bad its eyes fixed on Poland. It 
could not be conceived why three formidaUe 
powers, in a time of profound peace, ilhopld seise 
open a country, the independence wbareof bad been 
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guaranteed by the most solemn treaties. ^ Mankind 
were likewise at a loss to know what might be the 
drift of the negotiations which condnually employed 
those powers. It was at length discovered. The 
minister of the emperor was' the first who notified 
the treaty of Petersbuigh to the king and senate of 
Poland. . The ambassador of Russia and the envoy 
of Prussia presented to them almost immediately 
upon it, declarations in support of it." The Poles 
on hearing the declarations read were filled with 
indignation. On April 19, 1773, the diet aissembled, 
the majority of the 'assembly protested against the 
dismemberment of Polaiid. The Russian and Prus- 
sian ministers menaced the members with a threat 
of arresting and deposing the king ; and that War- 
saw should be delivered up to be pillaged by the 
soldiers. The diet was at length forced to give 
its assent to the annihilation of the liberty, of its 
country. 

** As soon as the accession to the treaty of parti- 
tion was voted, (says the author of the life of Cathe- 
rine the Second,) several of the principal members of 
the diet repaired to the king, and reproached him 
sharply with the ruin of their country. The monarch 
at first answered them with gentleness, but soon 
perceiving that his moderation served to embolden 
them, and' to provoke fresh insults, he rose up, tbrew^ 
his hat upon the floor, and said to them haughtily, 
" (jientlemen, I am weary of hearkening to you. 
The • partition of our unhappy country is a conse- 
quence of your ambition, of your dissennons, and 
your etejMffal disputes^ It is to yourselves alone that 
yoa*ought to attribute your miafortunes* A« Cpr nie» 
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if no more^temtoiy crhonkl be left me tiian could be 
covered by thk hat, I should nevertheless be still in 
the eyes of all Europe, your lawful, but unhappy 
king." ^ 

' << By the dismemberment of Poland, it lost nearly 
5,000,000 of 'inhabitants. The country that fell to 
Russia, and which wasr the most extensive, contained 
J,500,000. That which Austria had, 2,500,000, on 
a territory far less extensive. Prussia acquired only 
860,000 souls, but she was compensated by the 
commerce and the vicinity of the Vistula, and by the 
city of Dantzic, of which Frederick had already laid 
the flan of renderii^ himself master.'' 

No sooner was Poland dismembered, than the 
usurping sovereigns resolved to new model the con- 
stitution of the country. A new diet was convened, 
when the Russian ambassador caused the project 
or prospectus^ of the new constitution to be read. 
By the new regulations, the crown of Poland was 
declared to be elective for ever ; none but a Pole 
by parentage to be elected king of Poland, and grand 
duke of Lithuania ; the government was to be free 
and independent, and to be of the republican form, 
consisting of the king, the senate, and the nobility. 
By the manoeuvres of Stackebberg,. the Russian 
minister, the majority of the deputies of the diet 
voted for the new constitution. 4 

While Catherine was thus partitioning the unhappy 
kingdom of Poland, her armies were ravaging the 
frontiers of Turkey. Fourteen thousand Russians, 
while attempting to pass the Danube, were suddenly 
attacked by the Turks, who took six hundred of 
them prisoners. Prince Repnin, the Russian general,]^ 
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^was ampiig the number. |{e wa» sitet to Constan- 
tinople, and cpt^ned iq Ihe CMtle of the seren 
towers. The Turks were ^so suCceaiful in causing 
marshal Roma.nzoff to repass the Danube, with the 
loss of some of his troops. On the lefk bank of the 
river the grand vi»er wad encamped* and at Roskank 
a detachment of his forces defeated the Russians, 
Chagrined at these circumstances, the empress sent 
dispatches to Romanzoff, desiring to be acquainted 
with the reason of his neglect in not acting on tii^ 
offensive. The marshal, sent word in reply, '^ That 
the grand vizier had three times the force he had) 
and that an engagement would probably turn to hk 
advantsq^e. Catherine immediately wrote an answer 
in the following words: '* The Romans never en^ 
quired, after the number of their enemies, but where 
they were encamped in order to give battle to them/' 
The death of the sultan ]M[ustapha III. did not in* 
terrupt the progress of hostility between Russia 
and Turkey. His brotheri who Succeeded to the 
throne, made great preparations for canning on the 
war, and the Turkish forces amounted to 400,000 
men* 

Romanzoff, in passing the Danube, was again 
assailed by the Turks, but he effected the passage 
without much loss. [Romanzoff had under him^ 
general Soltikoff, and the famous general Suwarrow. 
The Russians marched to the gates of Silistria. 
The Turks made a fierce attack upon Soltikoff, but 
though they amounted to 25,000 strong, they were 
gallantly repulsed by the Russians. General Su-- 
Warrow defeated the Turks under the command of 
the Keis Bffendi, and took the whole of hia artUl^y^, 
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Ronianzoff attacked the grand mier in hi» encamp** 
QieDt, and forced him to sae for peace. PrelimiDa^ 
ries <tf peace were opened at Kc^huk-Kaioardshi in 
Bulgaria^ and after considerable discussion^ were 
signed by the planipotentiaries of the resfiective 
powers. The Ottoman porte ceded to Raissia the 
free navigation of the £ttxine and all the Tiiifkish 
seas, ti(^etber with the passage of the Dardanelles; 
but upon the express condition, that there shoold 
never be niore tlum one Russian anned vessel in 
those Seas* Azoff, Tugsnrog, and Kiabum, were 
kepi: by Russia. The other cafitnred places wers 
isestored to Turkey. The Oimea was made inde« 
pendent. A tract of land, lying on the TSutxiMf 
between the Bog and the Dnieper, wais also gff en 
(o the empress. By Ihia peace Catherine not only 
added to he^ territories and opaied new sources^of 
wealth for Russia, bnt established on a firm basis 
the glory of her empire* 

An toiQiense emigratiem of the Calmuc Tariam 
greatly weakened Asiatic Russia, They proceeded 
to the borders of China. The empress sent a m^ 
morial to the emperor of Chma^ to insist c^pon ths 
rejrtitation of tbe emigrants. The supreme trttmnsl 
at PekiB sent an answer to ti»e empress to the 6A» 
lowing {ncirp<»rt: ^' That, tiieir sovereign was not a 
fDsinee so unjust as to deliver np his subjects to 
fsseigners, nor so oruel a &ther as to drive .tway 
c^Mldvea who i^tumed to the hoaom of thm ^tmfly* 
That he had no intimation of the design of the Cal* 
flMCd tiil the moment of ikmr arrival, and that than, 
wibhont delay, he <^used to be restored to them tbil 
habitations th^tt had belong to tbam fmm tVM 
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immemorial. That in short the empress Imd no 
reason to complain of the Calmucs, but certainly 
of the officer who had dared to lift bis band against 
a servant of the khan's." It was the emperor Kien 
Long to whom Catherine applied in this instance, 
and from whom she received an answer so little 
pleasing to .her feeUngs ; and shortly after, having 
sent an ambassador to the court of Pekin to nego- 
tiate a new treaty with the emperor of China, the 
latter said indignantly to the Russian envoy : '' Let 
your mistress learn to keep old treaties, and then it 
will be time enough to apply for new ones." The 
number of families of the Calmucs which emigrated 
to China, was estimated at 70,000. 

Prince Orloff, who had been dismissed from his 
employments, and was supposed to be making the 
tour of Europe, unexpectedly made his appearance 
at Petersburg, but the empress refused to admit 
him into her presence, but she sent him various pre- 
sents ; she at the same time ordered him to leave 
the capital and repair to Reval. The new ftivourite 
Yassiltschikoff had lost his attractions, and by the 
wayward empress was sent in disgrace to Moscow. 
Orloff did not remain long at Reval. Jt was pre- 
sumed that he was secretly recalled by Catherine. 
Indeed subsequent events demonstrated that to be 
the fact. He made his public appearance at 
court, and was most graciously received by his 
royal mistress, who reinstated him in all his courtly 
places. 

* A marriage was negotiated between the strand 
duke Paul and the princess Wilhelmina, daughter 
of the landgrave of He^se Darmstadt. 



At 1^18 time Catherine sent inTitktions to Volfaite 
and Diderot to pay her a tisit ttt PetetSbmg* t\^ 
fortnef* declined the hononn the liltter Hcc^pted thb 
oflfer. f' He travelled to St. t^etei^burg. Catherinb 
ktvisbed on him largesde^ and eneomintnt. l>uring 
the wh<^te time of his stay at her coUit, She dii^ 
coursed with him every day at thfe conclusion of 
dinner. Philosophy, legislation, politics, vrere com- 
monly the subject of these conversations. Diderot 
unfolded his principles on the liberty and the rights 
of nations with his usual enthusiasm and eloquence. 
The empress seemed to be delighted with them, but 
Was not the more disposed to put th^m in practice. 

" Monsieur Diderot (said she) is a hundred years 
old in many respects, but in others be is no more 
than ten." Diderot was placed always by the em^- 
press's side. In his moments of enthtrsiasm, DU 
derot sometimes bit her knees with the back of his 
band, she never seemed -to take offence at it. 

The empress was animated wi& the noUe design, 
not only of inviting men of genius and literary talent 
to her dominions, but treading in the steps ''of Peteji^ 
the Great, she was peculiarly attentive* to the €fm- 
bellishment of the capital of her dominions. 

" The buildings and embellishinents of St; Pe- 
tersburg, (says the judicious author of the " Life of 
daiherine IV) proceeded without interruptidn : and 
works of really imperial magnificence were brought 
to effect, which render that city in many respects 
superior to any other. The Neva, the Fontanka, 
.and the Catherina canals, were embanked with gra* 
nite, and ptovided with spacious quays of tiie iiame 
material, and degant balustrades of iron, sa ASto 

(16, 16.) ~ 2o 
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form agieeable walks through tiie seyeml quarters 
.of the lowiL Sumptuous bridges richly ornamented, 
of hewD granite, Dvere likewise constructed in variow 
parts across the Moika, the Fontanka, and the 
sevend canals that unite their streams. Palaces and 
public offices were erected ; among them a palace 
of prodigious magnitude, built entirely of marble of 
divers colours from Siberia. If tlie eye of the 
stranger, dazzled with so much brilliance and splen^ 
dour as this residence afibrds, sees with concern 
and almost with disgust the intervals of wretched 
huts and dirty lanes ; yet the inhabitants, recollect- 
ing with real satisfaction the former condition of 
most of the quarters and streets, feels the more 
sensibly the almost magical improvements, and looks 
forward with complacency at what the whole must 
gradually become. Of the immense Ladoga canal^ 
the banks that were supported by timbers, are, 
since 1763, faced with stone. The many benevolent 
and public spirited institutions of the empress, re- 
quired new buildk)gs, which were constantly 
erected with magnificence and taste. Nor were 
her cares confined to the residence alone, oth» 
cities likewise were growing in riches and splendour 
under her forming hand." ^ 

While thus meritoriously engaged in devoting a 
period of peace to the promotion of the grandeur 
and splendour of her empire, an insurrection broke 
out of a most serious and alarming nature. A man 
named PugatscheflT, the son of a Don cossack, ap* 
peared in the assumed character of the late emperor 
Peter the third. He was aided ancl abetted by 
sipme Polish .m<mk^. _ While endeavQuring to enlist. 



RUSSfAN EMPIRE. 283 

Ae cossacks in his service, and having rmdeztoused 
in the d}0untains of Caucasus, he was seized, and 
sent td take his trial at Casan: by bribing his 
keepers he escaped from prison. He now hoisted 
the stafndard of rebellion, and publicly announced 
himself to be Peter the late czar, who had by flight 
escaped from the fury of his persecutors. He was 
joined by the cossacks of the Caspian. On S'^p- 
tember 17, 1773, Pugatscheff found himself at the 
head of 300 men, with whom he marched to besiege 
the town of Yaitskoy, in which were 6000 cossacks 
ami t^o field regiments ; and in consequence of a 
manifesto which he found means to circulate, the 
whole body of the cossacks came over to him, and 
he immediately ordered the commander of the place 
to be hanged up. Pugatscheff next led his troops 
against Orenburg, before which he had an engage- 
ment with the imperial general Karr, whom he de- 
feated. Flushed with his success, the imposter 
attacked those colonies which the empress had 
newly formed on the banks of the river Irghis, and 
he carried off a deal of booty. His army had now 
increased to fourteen thousand men, with which he 
again marched to besiege Yaitskoy. The new' 
governor made a brave resistance, and Pugatschefl^ 
resolved to reduce the place by famine. The> 
garrison was reduced to the most possible distress. 
Horse flesh and boiled leather were the only articles 
of subsistence. The town was happily relieved by 
the arrival of a considerable Russian force. In- 
several enterprises, Pugatscheff was successful, and 
he routed a body of forces under CoI6nel Bulofl^ 
vi^oBi he inhumanly put to death, General Chemi* 
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cheffyffaa «l90 defedt^, and siiflfered a siimlar fot^i 
Th? i^b^l chief imniediatdy laid siege ta Orenbtnigt 
Tbis place wm on the point of b^ng siureiidered^ 
iirheq a detachment of Runsians cut their vf%j 
through tlie beai^kig army, and eatered the town in 
triuinph. He ^as now joined by irarious tribes of 
the wild inhabitants of Bossia. The Bascbkiie, the 
Kiiisuises, and the Budyak Tartars ; as also by the 
peasanta in the mountains of Oural. ^ The rebela 
contmiied to besiege Orenbui^^ and Pogad^oheff's 
army was augmented by the arrival of J0,000 Cal- 
moo Tartars* The mock emperor now assumed a« 
exterior of nwre than ordinary aatictity. He exeiv 
cised the functions of a bishop, dressed in epis^ 
copal Teslments,; and gave his benedictioa to the 
pepple. ' I 

The spirit of: revolt had spread even to Moscow^ 
which wa0 defended by a garrison of only aix hun- 
dred men^ but Pugatscheff neglected to appmir 
before that ancient city» when infellifaly the gatea 
would have been thrown open to him ; he <lh*ectecl 
his 9ittentian to the sieges of Yaitskoy and Oimiburg. 
His savage ferocity was barbarously dttrpkyed 
while b^re. this latter plaod. He caused all 
the officers and gentry of Ihe surrounding country, 
aofd their wives and children* to be put to death. 

To stem the progress of tha rebellion^ the eropreaa 
ordered General BibikaflT to march with a consider- 
able^riny againi^ PugatscheiiC and issued amaai- 
feato ^w^tjhe rebels; and by an ukBae,:sbe: 
offered ^ reward of an hundred thousand mblasi for 
the head of the impostor. Pt^tschi>ff: published 
di^j^raiiona in. Bupport )ci bis causey iind 



rubles to be cejned vnik fak effigy » and this mcrip* 
tkm: '' Pater III. Emperar luid Autocrator of all 
the RttssiM/' The insiirgeiitB, hayinj^ captured ,Sa^ 
mara, general Bibtkoffyhavii^ ioTetted it, made hm** 
self maater of it, the rebels having abaadoned the 
place, taking i»ith them eight pieces of cannon and 
200 priaooiera. Bibikoff was soon joined by a num* 
hmr of adherents, /who were zealously attached to 
the interests of their sovereign. 

On January 9^ 1774, cc^ooel Grineff defeated the 
rebels at Alexief, and three pieces of artillery vrere 
taken from them. The Rusiiiao commander-in-chief 
had 35,000 effective men, virith which anny he caused 
Pogatscheir to raise the siege of Orenburg: the 
rebels retreated, and Bibikoff sent prince GalUtzin 
in pursuit of them. A battle ensued, m which, aU 
though the pince evinced great valour, he was not 
Ticitorious. In another engagement, Pugatscbeff de« 
feated general Bibikoff, who perished in the battle. 
Gallitzin attacked the rebels near Kai^aula, and 
completely routed them. Pugatscheff fled for refuge 
into the mountains of Oural ; there he reunited his 
sicatt^red forces, and descending from the moun*- 
tains, marched to Kasan ; upon approaching which 
be *et fire to the suburlut, having not been able to 
contiime tlie siege. 

General Potemkin, with a degree of cowardice 
highly derogatory to his g^ieral character as a mili*- 
tary man, suffered himself to be shut up in the 
forU-ess of Kasan, where he was besieged ; and had 
it n^been for the grand ex^ions of colonel MickeU 
sen, the general wroald have fallen int;o the heads of 



389 RO'OLUTioNi or the 

was by every motive of poliby indueed to jBUf^rt 
the court of Berlin in opposition to that of Vienna^ 
A treaty was however concluded* in which the 
house of Austria obtained a portion of Bavaria. 
During the progress of that unhappy war, io which 
Great Britain was involved with the American 
colonies, the commei'cial interests of Hamburg, La« 
beck, and Brera^, were greatly injured by the de^ 
predations of privateers. The merchants residing 
in those places, drew up 'a memorial to the empress 
of Russia, ejkpressive of tliose grievances which 
they presumed they sufiered under. The empresd 
had profited by an idea projected by thie count de 
Yergennes, then the minister of the conrt of Yer^ 
sailles, of an armed neutrality. In fact, the idea 
$€ted upon, in which all the northern powers had 
joined, was nothing more or less than a menace 
to Great Britain, at that time engaged not only in 
a war with her own colonies in North America^ 
but with the congregated force of France, Spam, 
and Holland. 

In a declaration which the empress caused to be 
transmitted to the court of St James, she cOm« 
plained, ** That the law of nations had been violated 
towards her subjects, that their commerce had beea 
G<»fined, and that, to prevent such abuses for th<S 
time to Qome, she was preparing to assert by forcm 
those rights which undoubtedly belong to neutral 
powers. In reply to this declaration, it was stated 
by the court of St. James's, That from, the very 
commencement of the war, it had issued the most 
precise and unequivocal orders to all comomnders 
of vessels respecting the Russian flag. Some-Rus* 



sian ships badf hpwevm*,. beea'ca^tared by British 
cruisers, and condemned by the court of admiralty* 
Catherine refused to acknowledge the authority of 
that tribunal, and the British court was at length 
compelled tp make restitution* Sir James Harris 
(now Lord Malmesbury) was then ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, and ^ he used every exertion to break - 
the league 'which supported an armed neutrality. 
He endeavoured to persuade prince Potemkin, wha 
had great influence with the empress, to recede 
from that line . of policy she had adc^ted, but in 
vain. 

'' Prince Potemkin all this while was at the 
summit of favour. Every day som'e new present 
from the sovereign increased his immense riches; 
and some title of honour was added to the long list 
of his dignities. The court, the ariny» the navy, 
all were submissive to him. He appointed the mi* 
nisters, the generals, the favourites, or removed 
them at his pleasure, and his animadversions were 
entirely directed by caprice* 

''With all the outward appearance of a rough 
and often brutal frankness, Potemkin was extremely 
artful. He domineered over the empress, magis« 
terially dictating to her bis will, but at Uie same time 
appearing only to ^xist for her service. He treated 
with insolence the veteran commanders, and the 
great pesonages of the empire, whom he thought 
be could affiront with impunity, while he kept on 
good terms with all those whom he knew to possess 
spirit or cunning." ^ 

It has been asQertained that among those who 
were most in the confidence of Uu« prime favourite 
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,cf tthp ftfi^gfem' Oatbmiie, /*iM* ihe nolbrtokis ittajor 
Seinple f t « tmt to hfi Mn<Mdered ^%, that so ailroit 
^ ^j(iep( W; isiposture, ^dliMtld bate imposed upoD» 
jiiiuj[ cruelly ajbqaed the coofidence placed in him by 
prince Pptedtkio/ The ttiereteints of Narva, Peters- 
iuirg, aod Rigii/eBseiilsally..experienced the ill effects 
49f pnnqe.Poteoikiii's kijid, bAt ill-fated patronage of 
spaJQr Semple. : 

Qatherine , exercised an nilitnited range with 
leapect jhi her faTOuriteHs, and ber amours were of 
a traA6it((iry nature.. Qdoff^onoe the favourite, was 
supplanted by another, and he who succeeded was 
rivalled Jby- j^nce Potemkin; when his honours 
Raided, th^ arose Korzakoff, to whom the empress 
was the most lavish of di«moi»ds, than to any other 
^vourite on whom she had bestowed jewels. — 
Finally^ the empress fixed her affections upon Lan- 
skoi, a branch of an antient family in Poland. He 
was one of ^e chevalier guards, a corps of which 
]^rince Potemkin was oaiptainc The following accu- 
rate and curious descriptiofi of the costume of this 
corps we extrai^t. Irom an author whom we have 
had frequeiU ocG|M»ion to quote, and whose ability 
and talent as aa. historian and biographer we justly 
esteem: 

'., '' The whole corps is composed of tall handsome ' 
m€», and the state wiifonn probably exceeds in 
magnificence aay > miittary uniform 'of antient or 
modern tii^qs. The coat js blue, faced with red, 
and almost covered with silver lace, embroidery, 
and hammered silver. On the back is embroidered 
a lafge BussifiQ: spread eagle; cte eagle likewise 
adorns the ^silver plsjtes ctf aniiouif>^ the aims and \ 



kfaees, Ifrfaich are fkstenfed by sitter <^ni9, ftud ar«r 
stfiached again to the body armoiil* by silver chsSitoi.. 
The* boots are drawn together Vrith silver laeii^r 
and the tops hui^ with chains of the same aietal.i 
Tbfe head is decorated by a helniet of ^her, [mkh 
high pluines of various gaudy colours. The whole 
amour greatly resembles whilt we see sfill hang up 
of that kind in armouries, ex6epting that it is all 
of silYer." (lAfe of Catherine II. vol. iii, p. 23.) : 

Lanskoi, the new favourite, is represented' ta 
liave been ** a youth of as fine and interesting a 
Qgnre as the imagination can paint." > 

Catherine had wished to have an interview with 
the emperor of Germatiy^ Joseph the Second ; )fOr 
^s pui^ose she invited him to meet her at M oMbfff 
where she arrivjed on May SO, ItdO. Jdseph trat 
veiled under. iDie title of Count Falkenstein* The^ 
oonversations between the august sovereigna related 
to an attack upon certain p^vta of the Ottorimi^ 
empire, and the re-establisbaienjll of theantient re- 
pnblics of Greece. The result was a treaty between 
Catherine and Joseph, ratified and signed -dt Pe< 
tersbuig; The latter, who was ap enemy to att the 
jftomp of a court and state, etiquette, resided at 
Zarskb^Cela; the ;place in which be residedi was 
des^ated^he 'VThe Falkensteia Arms.'' liScaseelyr 
had the iemperor left Russia, than> thd .hereditary 
^nee of Prassia> arrived at St. PeteiBburgf. [, ^vj 7 
: Catheiwe (vrfas meditating a ^w mitb AdiTurki^ 
etnpito« ^^ The navigation; of the Eaxioev^beloipieiif 
iBg^the ^ates at the i: Dardanelles^ and. vBoifphoarqsjl 
soas ^ admit a Iree iatisrcoiaisis: fiiom the Whitft 
Sea to JJie Eujdne^ .the affidn f^iUm fSnmMiiwittt 
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tiiose of tbe Greek dependent provinces. of Mol- 
davia and Wallachia, afforded the grounds of those 
disputes between the. two empires, which were now 
nsen to such a height as seemed to rend» a new 
war inevitable/' The admission of Russia to the 
navigation of the £uxine was viewed by the Porte 
as highly injurious to the interests of Turkey. Th$ 
disputes were carried almost to the point of a re- 
newal of hostilities, .when the court of Fiance medi-^ 
ated a reconciliation. 

^* By the new convention/' says the author of 
the Life of Catberioe, ** which was now signed,, 
concessions were made on both sides, and matters 
of claim, interfereiK^e, and litigation, amicably^ ad- 
justed. Some concessions wei« made by the 
Porte with respect to commerce, and some new re^ 
gulations made in fkvour of its Christian subjects. 
On the other hand Russia relaxed in some matters 
with respect to the Crimea, and IJie provinces of 
Moldavia, and Wallachia and obtained satisfttctton in 
others. The new khan of the Tartars was acknow- 
ledged by the Porte, and the apparent independency 
of the Crimea confirmed on botfi sides. The empress 
of Russia had an opportunity ^of displaying her i|soal 
magnificence by the splendid presenis whiefa she 
mbdeto the. French and Turkisbiiiidistets,as wefl as 
to fitachiei^ her owo resident at jConslaal^aople^ . wba 
received the valuable, but in' other aduotriesMnhsahl 
of, gi£t'of a thousand peasants, a. kind'^f ^11, which 
ifidudes also the kind they coMrafect and iaMaiib 
Upon the^ .whole, this conrventiob seecnfed^ to have 
mlhrdfed^ ^onrtd^rahto^ sntiifictjoah to:. both parties^ 
BOf bad anf BMtt«f of complfdot or dispQte.. since 



ariftetl o& either side/ By this arrangement the Porttf 
had time to breathe and settle its affairs/ l^itl| 
xeefpeet to Russia, it afforded her leisure to direct 
her attention to her constant object, thatof display-^ 
ing her authority by becoming an arbiter in the 
public affairs of Europe; although, perhaps, the 
means of her becoming the greatest monarchy ia the 
unii^erse (if she was not already such) do not lie on 
tiie sideof Europe." , ■ 

Upon the breaking out of the war between Great v 
Britain and the Butch Republic, Catherine in vain 
attempted to mediate between the two powers. 

- In 1782, the empress sent a letter to the pope, 
requesting an establishment of the Jesuits in her 
dominions. '* The motives,** said Catherine, •* by 
which I ; have been led to grant my protection to 
the Jesuits are founded on reai^on and equity, as 
well a^ 6ti the hope that they will prove useful to my 
peopled That company of peaceable and harmless 
men shall live in my empire, because of all the 
catfaplid societies it is the best qualified to instruct my 
subjects, and to inspire them with the sentiments of 
humanity, and the true principles of the religion of 
Chwt" 

, The Rontan> pontiff complied with her request, 
and [issued a brief, confirming the society of the 
J^suit8/in thedominions- of the empress of Russia. 
AtoXAier idea more worthy of her genius and talent 
w^as td erect a splendid memorial of her illustrious 
predecessor, Peter the Great. She resolved to erect 
au; ^iiestrian statue of that sovereign. For this 
pjorppw she wrote ^ to an artist of pre-^eminent abi- 
lities, named Falconet, who resided at Paris*. He 



^4 mvwunoff^ or tub 

i^etched a deslga of having ftr the pedestal of Ais 

Statue a huge rock, tx> indicate to posterity^ wlieBce 
lie heroic legislator had i9et out/: and what obstac^ 
£e had. Near the village of Lachta^ in Karelia; a 
rock was found in a vast niorais9, not far frahi'; ai 
bay formed by the Gulf of Finlaftd.. Tfaaa inraense; 
ipass of stone vvas removed to iPetersborgv bedog^ 
brought a distance of 41,3^ English feet. F^Aco* 
net executed the statue with exquisite skillr and' 
consummate taste. ; : > 

'' Russia now beheld th^ rapid increase of thc^ 
advantages arising from her late conquests, lier 
commerce on the Euxine was making fresh pro- 
gress from day to day. The Russian vesse^ls passed 
the Dardanelles, and proceeded to trade at Aleppo, 
at Smyrna, and in. the ports 0( Italy. The dfft-^ 
rious wines of Greece wei^ iMrougIrt into White 
Russia, and from thence were seat over all (Poland. 

'' Catherine bad recently caused the Ibundaiions. 
to be laid of the city of Kerson, on the isbdre^ of 
the Dnieper, at the distance of about ten leaigties 
from Otchkakoflf; and prince Pctemkki accelerated • 
the works with ii>credible activity. .He .was fre- 
quently seen to set out from Petersburg, fly* as it 
were to the banks of the Dhdeper, and: naake his 
appearance a^ain on those of the ' Neva, in* less ' 
time than would be requisite for an ordinary inan - 
to perform the journey to Mcmscow? K^rsea al«^ 
ready counted 40,000 persons^ inhabitentsviitiitn^tB'' 
walls; ^nd from its yards were launched not <mly. 
vessels for the purposes of oomnierce, but Mff» of- 
war» destined to strike terror into the OtlontMi' 
lemjire." ^ . ^ ..:;;. .^ 



, " Tres¥ dispute» atrbse betvreen Rcmsia an J Ytti^ 
Jcey, arid Catherine iraii resolved to gain possesi^ioii 
of the Crimea. She 'isent reidfbrcements to her 
armies in Poland and the Ukraine, llie diVan dt^ 
paCched a pftcba to take possession ot the isle of 
Xaman^ General Balntaiti made himself master of 
Jhie town. of Keffo^ and made the Tartar inhabitants 
take the oath of allegiance to the empress of Riissiai 
$iuwarrow was sent agamst the Tartaira of Kubaii 
aod the Budziaks, while prince Potemkin was en- 
gaged in reducing other hordes of Tartars. 

^ TJije courts of Vienna and Petersburg now sent 
ministers to Constantinople, demanding on the part 

' of the former, the full restitution of all that had 
been ceded by the treaty of Belgrade^ reqmring 
possession of that city, with a considerable part of 
the provinces of Wallacfaia, Servia, and Bosnia, the 
firee navigation of the Danube and of the Turkish 
seas ; Russia demanded the full possession of the 
Crimea, the isle of Taman, and the fortress of Otch-' 
akoff; 

^ The most formidable preparations were made in 
Gemany and Russia for war, while the most active 
measums: were pursued to place the Ottoman 
empire in a defensive state. The eyes of alt 
£nrope were fixed upon this great and mighty 
striiggle b^wieen tlie three belligerent powers; 

^*'A ti«Lty of some sort, either of commerce,' 
alliance, or both, was about this time concluded be«^ 
tween Spam and the Porte; the oliject of this treaty 

i dH ^ne side was^ an engagement entered into by die 

?; elSier, that no Russian fleet beyond a certain speoi* 

i^ laumber should in future be permitted to enter 
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ifae Meditemmeaii on tenns of bostitity* The Porto, 
)iowever» surroapded almost as she was by her for* 
midable enemies, had still one consolation in reserve : 
she knew that as France was now disengaged from 
the war with England, she would not be abandoned 
to absolute destruction by all the Western powers^ 
Nor was it to be supposedt that the king of Prussia, 
or even Sweden, could have been a silent or inac« 
tive spectator of so great an accession of power, aa 
the spoils of the Ottoman empire would afford to 
their already too formidable neighbours. At all 
events the Porte prepared vigorously for war." (Life 
of Catherine 11. vol. iii. p. 96.) 

The usurpation of the Crimea was an act which 
Catherine thought it expedient to justify by a public 
manifesto, which was ably replied to by the Porte, who 
it is reported employed Sir Robert Ainslie the £og^ 
lish ambasssador at Constantinople to dralw up that 
state paper. The empress now directed her views 
to Sweden, and she requested to have an interview 
with Gustavus III. She accordingly met the Swedish 
monarch at Frederiksham : she bad in her train, 
exclusive, of her ministers, the princess Daschkoff 
and the favourite Lanskoi. Catherine requested 
Gustavus to remain neuter during the war with 
Turkey, assuring him that after it was ended die 
would assist him in gaininsr possession of Norway. 
The interview terminated in the most friendly and 
amicable manner. By the mediation of Austria and 
France, hostilities were once more prevented taking 
place between Russia and Turkey. By a new 
treaty it was definitively agreed upon, that the em* 
press should retain the sovereignty of the Crimea^ 
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of the Istobf Tatnan, and a great part of thA Kaban» 
and the Turks acknowledged the right which she 
pretended ineontestibly to have to the domiqion ol 
the Ettxine, and to the passage of the Dardanelles; 
Thus Catherine acquired^ without the necessity of 
going to war» a ?aat territory, and one miilion, five 
hundred thousand new subjects. Count Panin and 
Prince Orloff both died in 1784; the latter in a 
situation of horror "and despair. " The bleeding 
shade of Peter HI. pursued him into every retreat, 
haunted his affr^hted mind by day, and scared 
him in the visions . of the night. He beheld it in* 
cessantly aiming at him an avenging dart, and he 
expired in the agonies of despair." 
. Catherine experienced not a little chagrin at the 
increasing popularity of Frederick the Great, king 
of Prussia^ and the magnitude of his power. . That 
monarch had recently infringed upon the privileges 
of the city of Dantzic. The magistrates of that' 
place applied to. the empress to mediate in their 
behalf, and her interference procured redress. 

The ea^peror Joseph the Second had at this- time 
(1784) projected the design of opening the Scheldt. 
The United Provinces viewed this measure as being 
highly prejudicial to their commercial interests. 
Catherine declared, that she would support the em- 
peror, her friend and ally. 

While n^oliations were pending between the 
Dutch and Austria, 7*elative to the free navigation of 
this famous' river, the emperor ordered two vessels^ 
one to ^ail down the Scheldt from Antwerp to the 
sea, and the other up the river from the sea on its 

(15, 16.) . ~ :2a 
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cmne' fwh Ostetid tadiat city. The' former was 
Exposed in its ooorfiie hj. a broadside from a Dutch 
cutter, while that from Ostend was stopped in its 
passage, but no act of hostility was committed. la 
consequence <^ this conduct of the states of Hol- 
land^ Joseph ordered his ambassador to quit the 
H^ue. .Russia espoused the cause of Austria, 
Prussia and Swedeli were favourably disposed to the 
Putcli, and jeatous of the increasing power of Ca« 
therine. Amidst these events of public interest, a 
^rate event overwhelmed the empress with grief. 
This was the death of her ikvourite LansLoi, who 
died in the arms of her^majesty. 

*' When he was no more, she gave herself up to 
ttie most poignant sorrow. The imperial apartn»ents 
from the abodes of joy, resembled now the lonely 
desert. Catherine refined all sustenance for several 
days, and remained three months without going out 
of her palace of Zarsko Celo. 

^' Princ*e Potemkin took upon him to dispel the 
grief of Catherine. He was almost the obly person 
who could presijme to penetrate the solitude in 
which she passed her hours. His influence with 
her increased from day to day, and whether from 
gratitude or from real attachment, she resolved it is 
siud to bind hina to her by itidissdluble tks, and se* 
cretly gave him her hand. 

« The bonds of wedlock were unable to fix either 
the taste of Potemkin or the fancy of Catherine. 
lie soon set himself free from theoU^ations this lie 
iq^poses, and delegated them to a younger and more 
aident favourite.'' 
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The marriage above meatiDDed lias jugtly. beea 
called in qacstioti as to its credibility, aod we are 
inclined to doubt the fact 

In 1705» a negotiation was set on foot ^or ex*, 
changing the duchy of Bavaria for the Austrian. 
Netherlands. This was well calculated to augment 
the cdready (iredoaiinant po^er of Au;Stria, The 
empress of Russia was friendly to the proposed, 
measure^ and actually sent a letter to the duke of 
Deixponts to induce him to acquiesce in it» but the, 
duke returned an answer not conformable to the 
wishes qf Catherine, and the. king, of Prussia 
sbrongly remonstrated against the measure. Thai^ 
great mcmarch invited ail the electors of the German 
empire to unite in opposing what, if carried into, 
operation, would be highly injiuious to the whole 
Germanic constitution* and the king of Great Britaiiu 
10 his capacity of elector of Hanover, was the first 
to set the example of opposition ,to the projected! 
aew bnrangement. A commerciaji treaty had existed 
between England and Russia^ and the former power 
desirous of renewing the treaty, appointed Mr, Fitz- 
berbert, now Lord St Helen's, to manfi^ that 
bosiness with the eourt of Petersburg. In conse- 
quence of the late: conduct of his Britannjic ipajesty^ 
.relaiive to Austria, Catherine pur|>9s^y.^l4y^ed re-^ 
newittg the treaty. . In a coni^s^tif^j^. between 
Prince Polewkio and th$ French^ i^inister, the 
Coiint de Segur, the latter expfatia^d.on the adyai\r 
tagos whi|3h aipstaqcrai^ from a /^omipercial connec- 
tion between France and Russia; and his idea^ 
appssared !to the pvince si; judioioos, thajt he desired 
faxnl to commit theqpt to writing, and th^y proved the 
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basis of a commercial treaty soon after formed he- 
tween France and Russia. A treaty of a similar 
nature was concluded also with Germany, in which 
the inhabitants df that country were allowed great 
privileges, one of which was an exemption from all 
duties in the port of Riga. 

Catherine, while thus extending her commercial 
relation, promoted the emigration of foreigners to her 
dominions, by adopting a system of enlarged tolera* 
tion in mattei*s of religion • 

*• Not only the conquered provinces were pro- 
tected in the free exercise of their religion, bot Lu* 
therans, Calvinists, Moravians, Papists, Mahotpetans, 
Heathens, and people of all countries and persuasions^ 
,tt)ight aspire to any post under government, and hold 
any civil or military employment or dignity if they 
were worthy, or deemed worthy of it.'* Of the efiects 
of this toleration, many curious instances have been 
related. A respectable Russian clergyman com* 
mitted the education of bis daughter to a Lutheran 
minister. For several years the reformed Lutheran 
ministers, some of the Calvinists also, and the 
English chaplain, held weekly meetings alternately 
at each other's houses, to discourse on theological 
subjects, &c. and they were frequently joined by 
some of'the .Roman Catholic and Russian dergjr. 
A Lutheran nifniist^r appeared- also as a sponsor 
to a Roniatf Catholic child. The empress once 
a year gave a grand, dmner to ecclesiastics of aU 
communions, whifeh 'ishe called " Tbe« Tolemtioa 
dinner." -' 

Joseph the Second had established ' Normal 
kchools throughout^ O^rmany^ and Catberine ^ pro* 
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imred from him the necessary instractkma for ereet- 
log them in her dominions. 

The Kuban Tartars having in the latter part of 
the year 1785 revolted, they were nearly cut to 
pieces by 4he Russian forces. Among the insusv 
gents was a famous Tartar prophet named Mansow: 
he was at the head of seven or eight thousand of his 
followers, but his army was totally defealed and 
himself. Wounded, although not made a prisoner. 
In the room of Lanskoi, Potemkin had introduced 
a new favourite of the name of Yernmloff. (This 
circumstance alone shews the improbability of a se* 
eret marriage between the empress and the prince.) 
He soon in consequence of his excessive jealousy 
was deprived of the place which he held in the- 
afiections of Cathenne. He behaved with base, 
ingratitude to his patron. *^ Potemkin being re- 
proved by her majesty, felt himself so hurt by it, 
that he haughtily said to her, '^ Madam, there is but 
one alternative, you must either dismiss Yermaloflf 
or me, for so long as you keep that white negro, I 
shall not set my foot within the palace.''^ The same 
day YermaloflF received orders to travel. 

To increase the population of her new town of 
Kerson, e^e published an ukase, inviting foreigners 
to come and fix their residence, as also to settle in 
the provinces of Caucasus and Taurida. In another 
public declaration addressed both to the inhabitants 
of Russia and Russia Tsutary, in which she dimred. 
them in future to call themselves her subjects^ but 
not as had been customary, her slaves. ^ The em^^ 
press had resolved to make a journey to Kerson, at 
uliich place die was to hold a conference. wit(i th«i 



SDS>' REVOLUTIONS OP niK 

empe?or of Germany and the king of Poland* On 
this journey Catherine set out, January 18, 1787.. 
She was attended by the ladies of her court, several 
of her ministers, and the French apd Austrian am- 
bassadors, as also the Ehglish envoy. *' The 
sledges travelled night and day. A great number 
of horses had been previously collected at every ata* 
tion« great fires vv^ene lighted at die distance of 
every thirty fathom, and an immense crowd of per^ 
sons, attracted by curiosity, skirted the road/* 
From Sraolensko she proceeded on to Kief, where 
she was joined by a great number of her nobles^ 
^mong whom were Marshal Romanzoff and Prince 
Potemkin. There were on the river Dnieper a fleet 
of fifty magnificent gallies« This fleet all anchored 
dJt Kanieff, havinig the empress on board. Stanis- 
laus, wbo ttke a vassal sovereign made his appear* 
ance under the title of Count Poniatowsky, imme- 
diately went on board the imperial galley, and had 
a conference with Catherine. AA^ the conference 
mided, she invested the king with die order of St, 
Andrew. At Krementshuk the empress landed, 
and took up her abode in a house magnificendy 
prepared for her reception. 

The emperor of Germany arrived at Kerson« 
voder his travelling tide of Count Falkenslein, prior 
t0 the arrival . of lus imperial friend, wbo bad em^ 
barked for Kaidah, at which place she landed, and 
joined by the eihperor, she proceeded by land to 
Kerson« There she found the harbour full of ves« 
sela, and a man of war of* 66 guns was kuinched 
firom the dock yard in her presence. Passing 
througii the streets of the tewn^ rtie ^baeri^ed >^^ 
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a ^te u inscription in Greek in these words : *' This 
is the way which leads to Byzanttmn." Kerson was 
Ibll of persons of all countries^ English, French, 
Greeks, Poles, Spaniards, Tartars, &c. Amon^ the 
French Was Alexander Lameth, afterward a dis* 
tinguished actor in the French revolution. Ge* 
meral Miranda also, so famous for his spirit of 
military enterprise/ was presented by Prince Potetm 
Jciti to Catherine. While at Kenion, four Turkish 
•hips of war anchored at the month of the Borist* 
henes. The rery sight of tfafem made the empress 
uneasy. While Josq>h waa on this visit, be re« 
ceived inteUigence of an insurrection having broke 
out in Brabant* The ' enmperqr notwithstandhig 
followed 'the course of Catherine, who travelled^ to 
the interior of the .Crimea. An immense body of 
Tartars eecoited her alpi^ the road to Baehtekireic^ 
wUch she entered vidth great magnificence. 

'' On her way back, the empress was conducted 
to Puhava. On. her reaching that place two armies 
appeared. They approached, they aigaged, and 
gave Catherine an exact repreiGtentation pf the famous 
battle in which Charles XII. was completely rovted 
by Peter the Great" The emper.or< «foseph took 
leave of the empress Catherine at Moscow, and the 
latter travelled on io Petersburg. 

Potemkin was amdous to sow difierendes between 
Russia and the Ottoman Porte, and he so far suc- 
ceeded as to occastoQ a memorial from the graiid 
vizier to the Russian minister, which, after stating 
various grievances, closed vrith the ^nd seignior 
demandioK power to appoint in the Russian domi** 
nions, agents to protect the commerce Qf ^his sob-i 



d04 RBTOLUTIONS OV TH£ 

jeetst Bolgftkoff; the Riissiaii ambassador, re^ 
quested time to send to his court for an answer, but 
this was refused, war was declared, and Bulgakoflf 
was imprisoned in the castle of seven towers, " The 
inter nuncio of the court of Vienna, and. the am- 
bassador of France, united their efforts with the 
divan to obtain the release of Bulgakoff. All their 
endeavours were fruitless. The minister of Great 
Britain had at that time more influence than f hey» 
and entered warmly into the resentment ^ of hia 
court, which had beheld with a jealous, eye the 
empire of Russia forming a treaty of commerce with 
France. 

» ** The Turks bc^an to make preparations for war 
with the greatest alacrity. They ordered 80,000 
men to march to cover Otchakoff. Dispatches were 
forwarded to every part of the empire to prepare 
for war. A formidable army advanced to the 
shores of the Danube, and the grand vizier was in 
readiness to unfurl the standard of Mohammed at 
Ike head of (be Ottoman troops. 

** The people had been outrageous with govern-* 
ment for its supineness in suffering the empress to 
prosecute her journey to Kerson. Indeed all 
Europe was surprised at the forbearance of the 
Porte, if war was determmed, in not obstructing 
that boasted and insulting progress, or in fiitct, vain 
glorious triumph." 

The grand vizier was entrusted with an authority 
as absolute as that of the sultan himself, and as a 
testimony of the high confidence he reposed in him, 
he received as a present, a magnificent gold hilted 
sabre, richly adorned with diamonds. - The capudan- 
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fiA^h% who had cmltientljr di9tii»gubfaied UiQself in the 
war 10 the Crknc^i if as appointect graad aduiik^l of 
the fleets and generaUasimc^ of a)l the armies tp N ^m-* 
ployed Oft the En xine. His sqnadron eonfi»«t6d of six-* 
teen ships of the line, eigbl frigates, and asTet al galKes. 
The Greeks mibje<1; to the Turkish power being sni- 
pMted as to their fidelity were cti^anned ; whtte the 
Bossian Tartars were exhorted ta r^ura to their alio* 
glance, and flock to Uie standard of the prophel. Oa 
ttie other hand, Cathmne used erery means of se^i 
euriog the seh^ices of her new but conquered subjects. 
She caused the koran to be j^rinted in their language 
and mosque's tp |>e erected; but they wert writhing 
under 0ie yoke of bondage, aod only waited an 
opportunity for emancipatiAg thctiiBdve&« They ac^ 
cosdihgly elected a kban, who had under him in a 
irery short time an army of 40/)0(X men as an auxiU* 
ary to the' Turkisk forces. ^ Notwithstanding these 
formidable appearances^ the empi^ess had little to 
fear. A Twkish and a Tartar army were in every 
Tespect inferior to a Russian army, which had now 
arrin^ to a fkie state of disciplme. Prince Potem^ 
km, who. had already acquirc^d blooming laurels in 
the fidd of battieyihad under bim Suwarrow, Refmin, 
Kameaskoi, all military officers of consummaile skifl 
and undaunted courage* 

Hie empress had a powerM ally in her friend the 
emperor of Germany, who assembled an army of 
80,000 men, who marched into Moldavia to assist 
the Russians. In answer to the Ottoman manifesto, 
she published two, oae of which closed m the fol^ 
lowing manner: 
*' The Porte has had the arrogance to iopist on » 
(16, 16.) 2 a "^ 
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categorical ansWer to its absurd demands, .The 
jsmpress therefore is constrained to repel the aggres-' 
sion of the enemy of the Christian name, having* 
armed herself with confidence under the protection; 
of that righteous God, who has so long and so 
powerfully protected the Russian empn«." 

Hostilities commenced with the Sheik Mansour, 
who assumed the formidable character of a prophet^ 
and affirmed, that an angel had appeared to him in 
the midst of a wood, encouraging him to raibe* 
against the Russians all the hordes of Mount; Cau- 
casus. Mansonr entered the Russian .frontiers with 
an army of 8000 men. Upon his approach, Prince 
Potemkin divided his army into four columns, which 
he ordered to march different routes. That com-^ 
manded by General Rebinder came up with the 
enemy, October 1, 1787. The sheik was encamped 
with about 600; Tartars. The Russians fell upon 
them with the utmost fury, and so great a carnage 
was made, that 400 Tartars were left dead on the 
spot. Mansour was not disheartened by this defeat; 
he rallied his troops, and on the next morbing re* 
newed the attack ; " They were however repulsed. 
The carabineers of Rosten, the dragoons of Astra- 
l^an, and a battalion of grenadiers, carrying off the 
chief honours of the day. It seemed rather singular 
in this encounter, that the Tartars should have 
hoped, by a feigned flight, to draw an enemy, so £ur 
Iheir superior in the art of war, into an .ambuscade. 
It is certainly a curious, though by no means a {deas- 
ing spectacle, to behold the Vigc^ous thoggh in- 
effectual struggles of brave men, against a vast su- 
periority of paw^r, arms, and discipliae/' 
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' The Tartars hating been reinforced, a diird'acfion^ 
took place, in iivhich they were again defeated by 
Prince Radischeff. The dwelling of the sheik and 
all the Tartar villages were plundered and burnt. ' 
Ten thousand pints of butter smd a large quantity of 
barley formed the booty taken by the Russians. 
While the arms of Russia were thus victorious by 
land, the Turkish fleet, from which so much had 
been expected, sailed home without making any 
attempt upon the Russian fleet, or performing any 
operation whatever. The vice-admiral was imme- 
diately put to death. In an attack upon Kinbura 
by a body of 5000 Turks, ihe garrison sallied out 
and put the besiegers to rout, four thousand Turks 
being put to the sword. f 

'' The empress earnestly solicited the ambassador 
of France to engage his court to join her for the 
dismemberment of the Ottoman empire. In return 
for this service she oflered to cede to France the 
possession of Egypt, of the conquest of which she 
thought herself secure; biit the ambassador was 
averse from trusting to the specious bait. He knew 
that if Turkey was to be partitioned, Egypt would 
be less desirable to the French than the isle of 
Candia. ; He knew, that though it would be ad- 
vantageous for France to have a treaty of commerce 
with the Russians, it was greatly more to her interest 
to prevent the demolition of the Turks, with whom 
she was engaged in a more safe, more lucrative, and 
more convenient commerce. In short, he knew that 
the inefficient government of Constantinople could 
n^ver, like that of Petend)llig> threaten to disarrange 
tbeeqiulihiiuinaf £urope« ^^ides what right had 
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Catherine to-reckon the submissiod of Egypit Her 
coQ8ttl*-getieral, it is true, maiQtsd&ed several cor- 
respondencies there. He had secured the beys Ibra- 
him and Amurath in his interest; but the temptations 
which he threw out to another bey named IsmaeK 
ivere not attended with the saitie saccess. Isroael 
caused him to be arrested, and sent him to the 
pasha of Cairo; who detained him prisoner." 

A great coolness had for some time {N^evailed 
between the courts of Stockholm md Petersburg. 
Gustavus the Third, before the Turks bad declared 
war against •^Russia, had concluded a treaty with 
them. He was eesisted with money by Prussia, 
and was guaranteed the assistance of a fleet from 
England. The Russian minister was ordered to 
leave Stockholm. Hostilities commenced by Gus- 
tavus marching his troops against Fredericksham. 
Catherine was not a little alarmed at the operations 
of the king of Swedeni but she well knew how to 
conceal her lbai6. One day the Frendi ambassador 
entering the palace, Catherine asked himi '' What 
news ?" ^ That you. Madam, are going to set out 
for Moscow,** said he. ** You did not believe Ur'* 
replied the empress, ^^ I have giveci orders for a 
gi*eat number' of post horses to be kept ih readiness, 
but it is for the purpose of oonveyitig soldiers and 
aktfllery." Tl>e arrival of Gustavus in Finland ex^ 
cited great apprehensions for the safety of Peters* 
burg. ^\The yomiger branches of the imperial 
family were removed to Moscow^ but the empress, 
with her usual magnanimity, waited unappalletjl to 
face the ten^iest All the Cossacks within, reach 
were basely ooilaeied lo be tamed loose as oppor* 



BV89IAN EMPIRE. 309 

imdtf servted upon the Sw^ish proridcesi and 
Admiral Grieg sailed "with a strong fleet from Orom: 
8tadt to conntenact the designs of the enemy by 
sea, on which side only they could yet menace 
Petersbtti^^" In addition to this £eet, Another was; 
fitted out for the £axine» the command of which was 
given to the prince of Nassau, who had been in the 
service of France. 

Paul Jones, a deepel'ate pirate, who had made 
great depredations upon the English commerce 
during tiie American war, made an eifer of hiii 
services to die empress Of Russia, who received him 
in thte mpit gracious manner, and immediately gave 
him a high command in the fleet which lay at Cron* 
stadt, but he was soon after ordered as second ki 
command to the fleet destined for the Euidne, of 
which the Prince of Nassau was admiral ; but a 
scandalous amour excited such a spirit of antipathy 
to him, that he was obliged precipitatdy to quit the 
Russian service. 

The Turkish fleet having made an attempt to 
force the passage of the Dnieper, it was successfully 
opposed by the Prince of Naseau^ Admiral Greig, 
in pursuit of the Swedish fleets came up with it off 
the i^laud of Hooglaod. ** The action did not 
cpmkDence till five o'clock in the afternoon, and in 
two hours so many ships were disabled on both 
sides, that they were mutually obliged to lay by and 
refit in order to prepare for a renewal. No scene 
was ever less calculated for the action and evolu- 
tions of two such numerous fleets composed of great 
and heavy ships. A -narrow sea, every where 
studded with ionumerable islands^ rocks» and shoalsr 
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intermixed with deceitful channels, and rendered 
more dangerous by violent, irregular and jarring 
currents. Nor were the climate and (ace of the 
heavens more favourable ; overcast skies^ frequently 
a foG:gy and generally hazy air, with sudden tem- 
pestuous squalls, and unexpected dead calms, were 
among the inconveniences which seemed to set 
seamanship and naval skill at defiance. Indeed 
such ah exhibition in siich a situation, seemed 
scarcely less than an outrage upon nature. ^ At 
eight, o'clbck the battle was renewed with appa- 
rently a fresh accession of rage on both sides. 
Nothing could exceed the dreadful violence of the 
actioti, or the fury and determined obstinacy with 
which it was maintained. The darkness was so, 
great, that the, knowledge of each ship was in a 
great tnesisure confined to her own sphere of action, 
so that, igborant and heedless of what was passing 
elsewhere, she fought as if all depended upon her- 
self individually, and as if victory or destruction 
were the only alternatives. The victory, as is 
usually the case in actions not apps^rently and abso- 
lutely decisive, was claimed by both fleets, as a flag 
ship had been taken on each side. Admiral Greig, 
ffom the accession of fresh ships and the nearness of 
the great naval magazines and arsenals, was enabled, 
in less time than seemed credible, to pat again to 
sea with greater force than before. He suddenly 
fell upon the Swedes in the road of Sveaborg, in 
Finland, where they were as unapprehensive of an 
attack, as they were from situation «,nd circum- 
stances incapable of defence.- He attacked them 
fiuiously in this moment of consternation aftd sur- 
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prise^ and, during the di9<M-der ocoaiuoned by thw 
endeavours to get Mrithin the protection of their 
forts, the Gustayus Adolphus of sixty gans, seemed 
a sacrifice destined to the security of the rest : she 
Mras taken and burnt by the Russians. \ 

*' From this time to the end of the campaign, the 
Swedes continued shut up in the harbour of Svea- 
burg, being precluded even from the means of 
refitting, while the Russian fleet rode the triumphant 
mistress of all the seas within the Souad ; nor was 
it long before a numerous flotilla of small vessels 
laden with provisions for the army in Finland, as. 
well as for the fleet, through the fatal lack of pro- 
tection, became a prey to the enemy." (Lif^ of 
the Empress Catherine II. vol- iii. p. 290—292. . 

No sooner had the news of these brilliant suc^ 

cesses reached Petersbuig, than Catherine wrote a 

letter of thanks to Admiral Greig^ and granted himi 

a large, estate in Livonia, with a considerable sum 

of money. Greig (who was a native of Scotland) 

! died shortly after, and was buried witl^ great mag- 

. nificence and splendour. Gustavus^ notwithstanding 

the ill success of the campaign, made overtures for 

f peace; but the terms he proposed were so exor^ 

j bitant, as to cause the empress to exclaim — "What 

I language! If the kiq^ of Sweden was already at 

J Moscow, I should even then shew him what a 

woijaan like me is able to do, standing on the ruins 

of a mighty empire.'! 

The king of Sweden was yet before Frederick- 
sham; but a spirit of disafiection prevailed in his 
. army, and the officers reifused to lead the men on 
to the attack. The Danes at ^ this time had made 
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an irmptioB ivibo some of the fitie$t provioces of 
Sweden, and GustmvtiB, cbagrioed smd diwppoioted^ 
i¥as obliged to abandon the siege, and left his 
brother^ the Duke of Orttogotbisi^ to bet^ the afKi^ 
in Finland. 

}i The Ri«seiaa arms were croHTned watb geeaf stic- 
cess in their operations against the Turks and 
Tartars. The fleet in the Eiuiae feH in with tbai 
of the Turks, forming siict^en ships of the line, and 
Obliged it to sheer off. An engageaieDt took place 
on Jane 18, 1788, between the two fleets, when, 
after an ac^on of fite boars, the Turks were obliged 
to r^ire. Thfee of their gallies were sunk. The 
Russians lost not a single Teseet. Captain Fan- 
shaw, an English officer, emnently durtipguished 
himself in this battle, as did also the Prince of 
Kassan, the Russian adoiiral. The Kuban Tartars 
were defeated by General Talciste« 
I Prince Potemkin, with an immense araiy, was 
engaged in the siege of Otchakoff. " FortificiaJiions 
of uncommon strength, an abondajit inippfy of am^ 
munition, a numerous garrison, aiftd the severity of 
the season, seeme<l necessarSy to render tfak plate 
impregnable. The besiegers suffered so greostly 
from cold, that they bad been obliged to dig sub- 
terranean huts to screen themselves from its fetal 
effects. Being likewise in want of provisions, they 
died in great numbers evevy night* But the frost, 
which caused them so much trouble to resist, 
assisted them. in taking the town. Observing that 
it was open to attack on the side of the Liman, 
where it was less fortified, and where the ice facili* 
tated access to it, Prinee Potemkin suddenly sent 
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orders to command the assault, and ifrhile h^ re« 
mained in, his camp with his mistresses, his Lieute- 
nants, af the head of a party of (roops, rushed into 
the town, and spfread carnage, arid desotation oh 
every sTde. It' is not however to be ttiought that 
Prince jf^oteriikin was detained by any suggestions 
of fear*; for, several days before, he had passed, 
many times to ai^d fro with the utmost coolness 
under the very cannon of the ramparts, because he 
had learnt that some one or othejr had dared to 
suspect his courage. He absented himself from the 
assault of OtchakofF for no other reason, than that 
it did not present him with kn opportunity for dis- 
tinguishing himself in an extraordinary manner,'' 
'The town was entered sword in hand by Prince 
Anhalt-Biemburg at the h'ead of the grenadiers and 
chasseurs. The Turjca behaved with great bravery/ 
A dreadful slaughter was made by the Rusaiaiis. 
The town was giveii up to plunder: 'th6 scenes of* 
riot and slaughter Ta^ed three d'a^s, and 25,000 
Turks were put to ddatb. The Russians lost 12,000 
men. 

In 1789, ati engag^m^nt tbok place between the 
Hussiah gallies under Prince Nassau, and a flotilla 
of Swedish gallies near Rog^risaTm, in which the 
Rusisians were victorious. Another victory by laiid 
was gained by the Russian general Numseh„ over 
the Swedish army. The year following (I'JOO) the 
galley fleet of* Sweden again set feail in cj[uest Of the 
Prince of Nassiam,. Gustbvus himself being oh board. 
The fleets having met, a desperate * battle ensued," 
in which the Russian fleet was defeated with the 

(15, 16.) 2s* 



. S14 RETOLUTIONS OF THE 

loss of thirty vessels. The Swedish grand fleets 
commanded by the Duke of Sudermania, followed 
the Russian squadron into the port of Reval, and 
the galley fleet, with his Swedish majesty on board, 
sailed into the gulph of Viborg. A favoujcable op- 
portunity now offered itself for the destruction of 
the navy of Sweden, and the capture of the king, 
but the opportunity was strangely neglected. Ad- 
miral Tschitschagoff, who commanded a Russian 
fleet far more numerous than that of the Swedes, 
forgot to place batteries in those two passages by 
which alone the enemy could make his escape. 
The Swedes attempted to set fire to the Russian 
fleet. This idea was proposed by the gallant Sir 
Sidney Smith, who was then with the king of 
Sweden. The fire ship, strikii^ upon a satid bank, 
did no harm to the Russian ships, but accidentally 
set fire to some. Swedish vessels, and nine ships of 
the « line, three frigates, and upwards of twenty 
gallies, fell into the hands of tke Russians. This 
success was, notwithstanding, followed by a disas- 
trous event. The Swedish gallies retired behind 
the rocks of Schvepko-fund. The Pripce of Nassau 
immediately attacked the Swedes, but was defeated 
with very great Joss ; lialf of his fleet being de- 
stroyed, and ten thousand men killed. The ad- 
vantage thus ^ined by the ^wedish gallies was 
. entirely ojvving tp the unskilfuloess of the Prince of 
Nassau, yet th^t naval comnaander had the arro- 
gance to write the Mowing letter to the. empress 
after his defeat : 
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^* MADAM, 



*' I HAVE had the imsfortune to fight against the 
elements, the Swedes, and the Russians. I hope 
that your majesty will do me justice/*^ 

The .empress returned the following answer : 



di 



PRINCE, 



^ You are in ttie right, because I am resolved 
you shall be so. This ig highly aristocratic, but 
it is therefore suitable to the country in which we 
live* Depend always on your affectionate 

^ Catherine/' 

The Prince of Nassau afterwards quitted the 
service of Russia for that of Prussia. The battle of 
Schvenko-fund proved the means of accelerating a 
peace. Gustavus had suffered grievously by the 
war, and he was well aware that the late victory 
was caused solely by the incapacity of the Russian 
admiral. Preliminaries were entered into, and the 
empress asked nothing more than the re-establish- 
ment of the treaties of Neustadt and Abo. The 
treaty was signed at Yarela, August 14, 1790. 

While the war with the Ottoman Porte was car- 
rying on, Achmet the Fourth died, and was suc- 
ceeded by his nephew, Selim the Third. The 
storming of Otchakoff* impressed the empress with 
sentiments of gratitude to the commanders ofber 
victorious army. To Prince Potemkin, her fa- 
vourite, the commander m chief, she seat a (ji^esent 
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of 100,000 rubles, with a marshars trancheon set 
with diamonds and entwined with a branch of 
laurel, the leaves of which were gold. He was also 
made Hetman of the Cossacks. Prince Repnia 
and General Suwarrow were presented with gold 
hilted swords set with diamonds: the latter, in 
addition, received a magnificent plume of brilliants 
to wear on his hat. ** Estates, lots of peasants, and 
sums of money, were distributed to the other com- 
manders. Gold hilted sword^ weresbowered upon 
the other officers, down to the raiiK of lieutenant^ 
colonel and major. The widow of au artillery 
colonel wlio was slain in the attack, was, with her 
children, consoled with a good estate. Promotion 
was extended to officers of a lower order; and even 
the non-commissioned subalterns and common sol- 
diers who had entered Otchakoff, were ornamented 
with silver medals." The Russian army continued 
to cover itself with glory. Potemkin took the isle 
of Befesan. Repnin drove the Turks from the 
shores of riie Solska, while the intrepid Suwarrow 
gained a co*T)pIete victory over them at Fokshani. 
The auxiliary army of the Austrians, commanded 
by the Prince of Saxe-Coboui^, being in danger of 
being overpowered by the army of the grand vizier, 
Suwarrow, after his victory, marched with 8000 men 
to the relief of the Austrian general. The Austrians 
were then flying before the Turks. Suwarrow 
arrived at this critical period, and' galloping along 
t|)e lines, he cried out to his troops : ** My friends, 
never look at the ^yes of your enemies ; fix your 
view at their breasts : it is there that you 
must thrust your bayonets.'^ His men immediately 
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charged mih treioendoiis fury» aod the Turioi 
vfere overthrown with immense carnage. This 
great battle wa3 fouglit near the river Rimniks, 
in consequence of which the hero received the ad^ 
ditional name gf Rimnikshy, and he was created a 
count of the holy Roman, and also of the Rossiaa 
empire. Soon after Suwarrow captured Tutukay in 
Bulgaria, and transmitted the following laconic note 
to his royal mistress : , ' . 

'' Glory to God! Praises to Catherine! Tutukay 
is taken ! Suwarrow is ii^ it." 

Prince Potemkin took Bender and laid si^e ta 
IsmaiL Seven months had his army encamped 
before the walls of that place, when one day a 
female favourite, Madam do Witt, pretended to 
prognosticatest by a pack of cards, that he would 
take the town at the end of three weeks ; Potemkin 
smiled and replied: '^ That he had a method of 
divination far more infallible." He immediatelf 
sent orders to Suwarrow to take Ismail by storm. 
That general drew (up his soldiers^, and thos ad* 
dressed them; "My brothers^ no quarter! jwo- 
visions are dear!'* The assault then commenced. 
Twice were the Russians repulsed, but renewed the 
attack with redoubled vigour. At length a breach 
was made, and the Russians entered the town, and 
the slaughter was immense. ^ Fifteen thousand 
Russians perished on this occasion. Suwarrow 
then wrote as follows to the empress : " The 
haughty Ismail is at your feet." The first time Sir 
Charles (now liord) Whitwortb appeared at the 
empress's levee, she said toNbim sarcastically: " Sir,, 
since the kiug, your master, 19 determined to drive 
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me but of Petersburg, I hope he will permit me to 
retire to Constantinople." 

Upon Prince Potemkin's return to Petersburg, 
the empress received him with the most extravagant 
emotions of joy. Catherine gave him another 
palace contiguous to his own, and a coat laced with 
diamonds. The author of the '* Life of Catherine 
the Second/' relates that Potemkin *^ was eager to 
procure the most costly things of every kind. He 
bad ten or a dozen violins of exorbitant price, yet 
he never played on a violin in his life; and they were 
all either spoiled by the dust or gnawed by the rats, 
for after the moment he bought them he never saw 
them more/' Somebody speaking before him of a 
library, Prince Potemkin said : ^' He had one of 
greater value than the most learned man in Europe 
cotdd shew, and opening a book-case, there appeared 
several shelves of books, which on being taken down, 
were seen to be nothing more than boxes gilt and 
lettered at the backs, and filled with bank assignats 
and rouleau's of imperials and ducats to an amazing 
amount." From the same author we also extract a 
most interesting account of an unprecedented' 
splendid entertainment he gave after the taking of 
lamaU. 

*** A whole month was consumed in preparations. 
Artists of all kinds were employed. Whole shops 
and warehouses were emptied to supply the neces- 
saries of the occasion. Several hundred persons 
were daily assembled in making previous rehearsals 
for the private execution ; and each of these days 
was of itself a grand spectacle. At length the 
moment arrived which had kept the whole public 
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OD tbe utmoBt stretch of expectation, by the great* 
preparatioDS that were tnaking for it. Notice had. 
been given that the empress and the imperial family ^ 
would honour this day by their presence. The court, 
the foreign ministers, the nobility, and a great part; 
of the people of condition in the city were invited* 
The company b^an to assemble in masquerade, 
dresses at six in the evening. When the empress, 
got into her carriage, on a signal being made^ the 
treat for the .populace, was opened in the public 
place before the palace. Hig^ piles of clothes ot 
all the various articles,, lofty pyramids of eatables, 
and a competent supply of liquors vrere here surren- 
dered to the general scramble. 7 r'\' 
** On her majesty's en^ag the vestibule of the 
palace, the loud music suddenly struck up from the 
lofty gallery, resounding through the grand saloon, 
and the, spacious halls., ,TIie; orchestra consisted of 
600 performers, and; instrumenfis and voices pro- 
duced their alternate effects. In a few minutes 
afterwards the empress ; advanced to the grand sa- 
loon, attended. by. the brilliant concoui:se, and took 
her S6»t upon a gentle* elevation, decorated with 
transparent representatif^ns. The company divided 
among the isolonades and mto the boxes; and now 
b^^an the .second scene of this uncommon entertain* 
ment. . Foujr and twenty, of the most beautiful 
youth of both sexes <tf noble. families, among whom 
were also the grand dukes Alexander and Conaftan* 
tine, opened the dances witl^ a quadrille. Ail were 
dressed in white^^ and only distinguishable by the- 
colours of their girdles apd .scar£i. The value of^ 
their dresses was estimated at ten million of rubles* 
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The music to which they ^antefA was accoMpdAictf 

with singing, and the iamovtA Le Pici^iie cdnclnded* 
t^e scene with a sola. • 

• " The company now proceeded to another halH 
hung with tapestry of the richest and roost costly- 
kind. Here stood an artificial dephant, decorated 
with emeralds and rubies^. The Persian who con- 
ducted him struck upon a belt, and this was the 
signal for another change. 

" A curtain flew up as if by magic^ and opened to 
▼iew a magnificentliy tkcorated theatre, where two 
ballets and a dramatic' piece afforded entertainment 
to the spectators with their extraordinary excellence. 
The most complete and charming music, interrupted 
by choirs of singeMst, nainerous sets of fine dancers, 
a prodigious display of pomp, and the sight of an 
cfxceeding great diversity of national di^esses in their 
most pleasing costume, now delighted every sense 
at once. When* the plisiy was over, the company 
divided inta the several todms of the palace. 
Which ever way the specfiator turned his eye, the 
magnificent illuminationsf 'Sthick him with' atliasse- 
ment. The walils and the' cblAinns all* s^irmefd to glow 
with various coloured fire/ ''targetttirrors here, and 
there judiciously iSxed td'tbe sides 6f t^ apartments, 
or made to form pyram^i^'a^ grottbd, nMltiplied 
the effect of thts singula e^lfiitioh, and even made 
the whole inclosure froiij' top t6 bottdUiid^eifi to be' 
composed of sparkling^M^onesri J )' 

'' A table suitafole^td fbe'tiiagni£l<!^eeiof tbe^ fes- 
tivity, now waited foi*'tte'Cbil[i|)tln]K^<l9Kx<hund^^ 
persons sat dbwn to^it, aiid'itUe'rert;'vi^ye^dttert^itaed 
at side boards. No odier tstbte fdnlittii^ wail/ seen 
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upon the doth but gold and silver. Instead of the 
usual candlesticks, the table was lighted by various 
coloured vases in which lamps were inserted. An 
astonishing number of servants and domestic officers 
in superb dresses were employed in waiting on the 
guests; and in every place any thing was to be 
had at the first nod. Nothing the most studied 
epicurism was able to procure could be asked for 
in vain. 

" The empress on this day, certainly the first time 
for many years, made an exception to her general 
rule, by staying till midnight, in order not to disturb 
the pleasure of the host and his company. On her 
entering the vestibule again, the choir of voices 
melodiously chanted a hymn to Catherine's praise. 
Her majesty, surprised and affected, was turning 
round to the prince, when overpowered with hisi 
emotions he fell on his knee, and seizing her hand 
bedewed it with tears. Some gloomy forebodings 
seemed to shake his whole frame, and his comi* 
tenance was expressive of the sentiment that this 
was the last time that he should ever on that 
spot express his gratitude to his magnanimous mis- 
tress." 

Potemkin had lately evinced a great languor and 
depression of spirits. He would often order a black 
velvet to be spread on the table, and having bid 
diamcHids brought, he would amuse himself Ibr 
hours in placing them one. after another in the forms 
of circles, crosses, and: other fanciful shapes^; and 
he would trifle away hours in oth^ puerile amu0^ 
ments in which his mind appeared absorbed^ 

One day be required an attead»at to read Vl(t^ 

(17, 18.) 2 T 
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t9trch*s Lives to hitn. At the life of Agesilaus, and 
tbe aceomit of his conqaests, he interropted the 
Header, and after a pause he said to him, "Think 
you that I could go at some future period to Con- 
t^ntinople?" to which tlie reader replied: " If the 
sovereign pleases there is no impossibilitj to prevent 
your going.*' " That is enougli, (returned Potem- 
kin,) and if any one should come to day and tell 
me that I could not go thither, I would shoot 
nyself through the head." He had even meditated 
an attack upon China. Preparations were actually ) 
made for taking possession of the Amoor at 
Niertshinsk, where the Russians have their gold and 
stiver mines : the chief difficulty he had to encounter 
was the wamt of timber. It was his firm Ofnnion, ' 
that a body of 10,000 Russians could march 
through China. 

Notwithstanding the splendid banquet the prince 
had given to the emprress, her heart was alienated 
fromiiim. She had lavished her caresses upon a 
new favourite named Plato Zuboff. 

The death of Joseph the Second, emperor of Ger- 
many, deprived Catherine of a valuable atly, ibr his 
successor Leopold, made peace with the Ottoman 
Porte. The empress prosecuted the war with 
energy and vigour. General Kutusoff defeated a 
large body of Turks and Tartars, while prince Rep- 
nin, whh only 25,000 men, routed an Ottoman army 
of 70,000, and General Godovitoh, in the CinMa, 
tortk sevefral fortresses and 14,000 prisoners, aiDOiig » 
whom was the Sheik Mamour, the oelebnated pro- 
phet At this period (179 1) the court of St. Juaeak 
iBent Air. Fawkfiaer lo Petcmbm^ who was «n- ^ 



I 
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trusted Mrith two propositions, the latter of nthich 
(the most favourable to the interests of Hi^ssia) was 
not to be made unless the former vi^as rejected. 
The clerk of the privy council was however induced, 
by the adroit mancBuvres of Catherine, to make the 
latter proposition. By the intervention of the courts 
of Berlin, London, and the Hague, a definitive treaty 
of peace between Russia and the Porte was signed 
at Yassy. Prince Potemkin attended the congress, 
and wds seized with an epidemical fever, which 
soon assumed a formidable appearance, and baffled 
every effort of medical skill. The empress sent 
immediately, upon being informed of bis illness, two 
of her principal physicians ; but Potemkin rejected 
their advice, and disdained to follow the regimen 
they prescribed. With an infuriated d^ree Of 
disregard to his dangerous existing circumstanced, ' 
he indulged in the most extravagant excesses of 
epicureanism. 

" His ordinary breakfast was the greater part of 
a smoke dried goose from Hamburg, slices of hung 
beef or ham, drinking with it a prodigious quantity 
of wine, and Dantzic liqueurs, and afterwards dined 
with equal rapacity. He never controlled his appe« 
tite in any kind of gratification." 

Such excesses must consequently have tended tx> 
accelerate the death of this celebrated man^ which 
took place at Yassy, October 15, 1791. His 
remains were inhumed at Kerson with the greatest 
funeral pomp, and a magnificent mausoleum, by 
express order of Catherine, was erected qh the spot 
where his remains were deposited. 

We have had occasion to record some anecdotes 
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of this powerful favourite of the empress Gatherine. 
The following will serve to evidence both his wit 
and presumption. 

'^ ** Happening to be once summoned to council, 
while engaged at a partj of cards, he refused to 
stir. The' astonished messenger, unaccustomed to 
such an instance of disobedience, and afraid of 
being implicated in his guilt, hunibl j besought Po- 
temkin to furnish him with an excuse. On this the 
favourite referred him to the Bible ; and on being 
requested to mention the passage, he gaily replied : 
** In the first psahn, and the first verse, you will 
there find it written : ^^ Meatus vir qui nan abiit in 
cansilio impiorum.^' ** Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.** Potem^ 
kin had tost the si&^ht of one eye, which so chagrined 
him, that he once formed the resolution of taking 
the cowl and turning monk; but he afterwards 
prudently changed his mind, which occasioned the 
following lines to be written : 

" The deril was sick'; — ^tbe devil a monk woald be; 
" The deyil got well;— the devil a monk waa he." 

It was not merely the loss of his eye, but his being 
also in a temporary state of disgrace^ being banished 
for a short time to Smolensko, which inclined him 
to. think of a monastery; but receiving a submissive 
letter, requesting his return to court, ** The devil a 
monk was he." The finest traits of the character 
of Prince Potemkin have been most ably pourtrayed 
by the Count de Segur, for some time ambassador 
at Petersburg. He closes a masterly review of his 



RUSSIAN SMPIRE. 325 

genim and talents, his principles and bis conduct, 
in the following: words : ' 

** .Like the rapid passage of those shining meteors 
which astonish us by their lustre, 1but are as empty 
as air, Potemkin began every thing, completed 
nothing, disordered the finances, disorganised the 
army, depopulated his country, and enriched it with 
ether deserts. The feme of the empress was in- 
creased by his conquests. The admiration they 
excited was for her, and the hatred they raised for 
her minister. Posterity, more equitable, will per- 
haps divide -between them both the glory of the 
successes and the severity of the reproaches. It 
will not bestow on Potemkin the title of a grea,t 
man, but it will mention him as an extraordinary 
person ; and to draw his picture with accuracy, he 
might be represented as a reaf emblem, as the living 
image of the Russian empire. 

** For in fact, he was colossal like Russia^ In his 
mind, as in that country, were cultivated districts 
and desert plains. It also partook of the Asiatic, of 
the EuropeStn, of the Tartarian, and the Cossack ; 
the rudeness of the eleventh century and the cor- 
ruption of the eighteenth ; the surface of the artB 
and the ignorance of the cloisters; an outside of 
civilization and many traces of barbarism. In a 
word, if we might hazard so bold a metaphor, even 
his two eyes, the ope open and the other closed, 
reminded us of the Euxine always open, and the 
Northern Ocean so long shut up with ice. 

** This portrait may appear gigantic, but those 
who knew Potemkin will bear witness to its truth. 
That man had great defects, but without theib, pe)r- 
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hftps, he would neither have got ibe iDasterjr of his 
sovereign nor that of his couQtry» He was made by 
chance precisely such as he ought to be for pre^ 
serving so long his power over so extraordinary a 
woman." 

In 1792, the empress commenced her long pro- 
jected plan of the annihilation of Poland as a king*- 
dom, by a solemn declaration of war against that 
devoted and ill fated country. The Poles sustained 
this unprovoked aggression with becoming fortitude; 
but they were peculiarly unfortunate in having their 
army under the command of Prince Joseph Ponia- 
towsky, whose want of experience and incapability 
rendered him totally unfit for so important a i^tu- 
ation. Immense armies of Russians ravaged and ^ 
desolated the kingdom of Poland, which in vain 
attempted to oppose the overwhelming pQwer of 
the Russians. The unfortunate Stanislaus was 
forced to submit to the most humiliating degra- ' 
dation, and was compelled to make a public^ 
declaration to his subjects, that it was requisite to 
yield to the superiority of the Russian arms. 

On April 9, 17939 a manifesto was issued, in 
which the empress Catherine declared^ that she 
would incorporate with her dominions, all the teiv 
ritory of Poland whieh her arms bad conquered. 
The king of Prussia, in concert with Catherine, had 
already marched an army into Poland. At th^ 
time Thaddeus Kosciusko, a lieutenant in the arnay 
of Prince Poniatowsky, who had greatly distin- 
guished himself by his patriotic attachment to his 
country, and his invincible hatred to the Russians, 
was called to take upon hioi the command of a 
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select small but valiant foody \of Poles. lo 1704, 
Kosciusko arrived at Cracow, and was proclaimed 
general of the Polish army. Fighting with en 
thusiastic ardour, his little army completely routed 
seven thousand Russians, and this success occa^ 
sioned an insurrection in Warsaw, in which two 
thousand Russians were put to death. On Octobet * 
4, 1794, Kosciusko, after exciting his army to per- ; 
form prodigies of valour, was totally defeated. 
Almost the wh^le of his army were either cut to 
pieces or obliged to lay down their arms : himself, 
being covered with wounds, fell senseless oa the 
field of battle, and was taken prisoner. 

The few who escaped from this scene of deso- 
lation retreated to Prague, to which city Suwarrow 
marched bis victorious army. It was taken by 
storm, and a most horrible carnage ensued. Tweiity 
thousand persons, without distinction of age or sex, 
were put to the sword. Weltering in the blood of 
the innocent, the barbarous conqueror, whose l^uirels 
"were tarnished by his abommable cruelty, entered 
Warsaw, and thus did Oatherine and Frederio- 
Williara become masters of Poland, which unhappy 
kingdom was divided between theixu Stamslaus 
was sent a royal prisoner to Grodno, where he was 
allowed to reside upon a pension granted iiim by 
the Russian government. The brav^ Kosciusko 
was shut up in a* dungeon at P^ersburg. 

A serious misunderstanding had long subsisted 
between the courts of Petersburg and Stockholm* 
Upon the assassination of Gustavus the Third, the 
X)uke of Sudermania was appointed regent to tiie 
yonng king. He had projected a marriage belniveeft 
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his nephew and a princess of the house of Mecklen- 
burg. The marriage was even agreed on, and the 
princess of Mecklenburg declared future queen of 
Sweden ; bui Catherine expressed great displeasure 
at this matrimonial negotiation, pretending that 
Gustavus III. had promised her the hand of bis 
son for one of the young grand duchesses, and she 
looked upon the failure in the execution of that pro- 
mise as a personal affront to her. When the Swe- 
dish ambassador was dispatched to Russia to 
announce the intended marriage of the young king, 
Catherine dispatched a courier to meet him on the 
borders of Finland, prohibiting him from entering 
Russia. General Budberg was in 1796, dispatched 
to Stockholm by the empress, requesting that the 
marriag;e between the king of Sweden and the 
princess of Mecklenburg might be set aside, and 
that one of her grand ds^ughters might be substituted 
in her room : and also, that the arch-duchess 
should not be required to change her religion. 
Such was the immense influence oif Catherine, that 
the princess of Mecklenburg was repudiated, and 
the young Gustavus Adolphus, in company with the 
regent and the minister. Count Reuterholm, paid 
a visit to the empress, and the day for the royal 
nuptials was fixed. Gustavus,, upon perusing the 
articles of the marriage, to his great astonishment 
perceived that the Russian princess was to retain 
the profession of the religion of the Greek church ; 
he therefore refused to sign them. It was in vain 
that Catherine endeavoured to persuade the young 
monarch to relinquish the point : he was inexorable, 
the matrimonial treaty was broken off, and the 



limSIAN EMPfRB* 329 

recent, thfe king, dtnd his tetinue, quitted St Pe- 
tersbiifg. 

Th6 wide sphere of the empress's authority it 
might have been supposed would have been ade^ 
quate to her aoilNtion ; but that predominant passidi 
of her heart was net yet sufficiently gratified. iSbe 
meditated annexing Coorland and Semigalia to her 
domiiiions. Through her instigation the 0uk^ of 
Coudand was deprived of his authority, and the 
whole coucltsy became subject to Russia* 

The empress had married her grandson Alex- 
and w (now emperof of ail the Russias) to tire prin- 
cess Louisa^ of Baden-Durlach« Anxious to 
projcdre a wife for his brother, tb^ Grand Duke 
Constantine, she invited the three daughters of the 
Finnce of Saixe^Coboiirg, and the grand duke was 
il(iarried to the youngest of thpse princesses. The 
empress now cast her eyes to'v^ards Persia. To 
gain possession of those provinces which border on 
the Caspian, Zuboff, hear favourite, with a numerous 
amfiy, advam^ted infc6 the (i^^viuce of Daghestan, and 
besieged Derbent, which speedily surrendered* It^ 
was a shdg^rbr circumstance, tbiat tibe commandant 
was the: same qp^son who had surrehdered Derbent 
to Peter the Great. He was now at thi6 adve^nced 
ag^ of 120 years. Zuboff's care« was dmdy 
checked by Aaga Mafaommed, who; defeated' him, 
and; forced Um to retre£it to Dei4>ent Oalherine 
vras making fresh exertions for reiofouc^ her army 
in Persia^ and had actually entered into a treaty 
yfi^ Austria and Great Britain i^ainst the' Ottoman 
!Porte, .when her mighty prbjeiets were rendered 
ab^rtiveby the 9trofae ofsuddien^deatib. 

(17, 18.) 2 u 
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- " On the morning of the 9th of November, 1796, 
she was in good spirits, and^ took her coflfee as 
usual. Some time after this she retired to her closet, 
where, after remaining a full half hour, the women 
who w^ted on her not seeing her return, began to 
be alarmed, and on entering the outer room in which 
it was, they found her stretched on the parquet, with 
her feet against the door, and speechless. Upon 
this a messenger was dispatched to Dr. John 
Rogerson, her majesty's chief physician, who judj^ng 
it to be a fit of apoplexy, ordered her twice to be let 
blood, on which the empress at first appeared to be 
somewhat relieved ; but she was unable to utter a 
single word, and at ten o'clock in the evening of the 
following day she expired. 

** The grand duke was at his country palace of 
Gat^hina, to which place an officer was sent off 
to apprize him of the danger of his mother. He 
repaired to Petersburg, and at the instant when 
she ceased to breathe, was proclaimed emperor by 
the name of Paul I." Life of the Empress Cathe^ 
vine IL yo\. iii. p. 426. 

. The character of this great and extraordinary 
sovereign is most ably sketched by the author of her 
Life, published in the Annual Necrology. 

" Her majesty in person was not above the middle 
size ; but being well proportioned^ and carrying her 
head high, she appeared tall. Her forehead was 
open, her. nose, aquiline, her mouth agreeable, and 
her chin, without being ugly, was rather long. Her 
hair, in which she took great delight, was auburn, 
^d her eye-brows dark and thick. As to her eyes, 
we have different accounts. One. gentleman, who 
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Mfiided at her court a conisid enable time in a diplo- 
matic capacity, (the Count de Segu^) describing them 
as blue, while another, (M. de Rulhiers,) insists they 
^ere of a brown'hue. Upon the whole, hier physi- 
ognomy was^ not deficient in expression, but she had 
«uch a command of her countenance, that no one 
xould there discover the secrets Of her heart. 

" Her imperial majesty, was accustomed on great 
•occasions to dress in a splendid manner, and to wear 
a profusion of jewels. Being particularly fond of 
diamonds she possessed a prodigious number, and 
one in particular was the largest that had ever been 
seen in Europe. It was presented to her by Count 
Orloff, who purchased it from an American for 
jS 1 04, 1 66. Catherine, however, was accustomed iu 
general to affect the ancient Russian fashions, for 
the most part wearing green out of compliment to 
the nation. Her hair was powdered but slightly. 
On the other hand her face was covered with 
rouge, and as her imperial majei^ty, like the la- 
dies in the French court, wore it in proportion to 
her rank, it is not to be wOndered if it was of a 
high colour. 

"The strictest temperance was regularly pre- 
served by Catherine, in a country, and at a court, 
where a little deviation would not have given 
occasion to much scandal. A slight breakfast^ 
a moderate dinner, and two or three glasses of wine, 
(for she never indulged in supper,) constituted her 
usual diet. .' , 

" It is far more easy to describe the empress 
than the woman. The acts of the former have 
now become history, but those of the latter must 
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be left to &e ped.pf igejotras, tkat eait act die pMt 
of Ithurier»i»p^ar> and %aAjie ti»j^pinhg& crfhumati 
action. 

'' It mast b^ con&6«ed that both she atad tbe 
impure appear to have b^n ilequeiitly a prey te 
favouritism ; and this pait of hev conduct, by being 
connected with the bappioess of miUions of ber srub- 
jects, k highly cm^nrMe. 

'' As a soveces^ abe simdn conspicueud* She 
increased the e^teiit of Russia; and added not o|i)y 
xiew countries but new nations to that wif^y em- 
pixa As a conqueror her irictoides W«re lauinerous 
and brilliant. She triuoqibed equally by sea and 
land ; and had she lived hut; teu yews longer, might 
have realised the pro\id. dre^an of h^r ambition, and 
beheld her grwd^on Qomtaatine, sitting on the 
throne of the Ottom^qs. Her merit as 9 legislator 
too is great; hut she would have been far more 
worthy of our s^aw^ticm, had she effected the 
4(enerous idea of eofrg^n^^faismg all the p»santry of 
her immense don^iniQQs* ;; 

'^ She waa the pply spvoreigii of Russia who ever 
exhibited a taste for letters. This was .sot all: she 
wa3 an author herself, and did noA disdain to com- 
pose little treatises for her gcand children, whose 
education she sup^rinteqded* Her imperial ma- 
jesty's works consist of 

h Miscellaneoq* Fi^ep ; or the lAlmay of the 
Grand Dukes. 

II. Sketch of the Russian History. . 

III. Tale of tb^ C^sirevita Cbior. 

IV. Some Ohservatifms on the Cliflrate of Rus- 
sia. 



^^ Vffr 9mA^^ ^ ^0»8efl9ed aa ex^iinte relish, 
ap4 >roqgM Cf^brielli and a number of siDgers 
of gm% mt^ ^fk<m Italy, allawbg tbem lib^. 
ral 99laHi^, And .^atiiig tiiiem wiOi gr^t at- 

"TbfOUglioat tiip ^ole^oflier feng reign, Ca^ 
ihefine. aJifO fvtnced a marked fNredilection for 
pwi<t%- lA tbe nwd^t.of a war with the Turks, 
fike pui^hal^ .^ciurea in Holland to the amount 
of sixty thoui^nd rubles, all of which were lost in 
<:oos(eqpeBKie €^f a Vsbip Jbeii^ krecked on the coast 
of yinlaiid- This hewfiver rather serred to stimu- 
late her to.frfe$h eawrtians, and her agents accord- 
ingly prQcurad "Whatever was to be kmud in Italy 
lyorthy ©f notice. The Houghton collection from 
JBnglands ^93 aWo transferred by an act of her 
iQuiuficdm^e, t^ (he shores of the Baltic; and, while 
it added to her glory, disgraced this nation in the 
eyes offor^ign^. 

*VHer CQUiduet to learned men was truly worthy 
of a WQmau of gemus^ She was proud of the cor- 
respondience and. friendship of Voltaire. She in- 
vited Diderot to her court, and lived with him, 
while there^ in halyts of the utmo&it familiarity. To 
WAlevohert she looked up as to a Superior Being, 
and endeavoured, although ^in vain, to sieduce him 
to re&llde at Si. Petersburg. But he possessed d 
haughty wul, was devoted to liberty, arid would 
not consent to degrade the mind of a freeman by 
ruti^idiiig among a nation of slaves. 

" To the honour of Catherine she was extremely 
attentive to the education of her people, and in* 
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«titu|ed a prodigious number of schools for their 
instnietion. To remove theii" prejudices against 
inoculation, she herself submitted to the operation, 
and thus hazarded her life for her nation. Amidst 
the schemes of grandeur, the allurements of power, 
and the gratification of the pasidons, she found 
leisure to civilize and instruot her subjects. This 
added not a little to her glory, as it contributed 
to the benefit of so large a portion of the human 
race. 

"No woman could so easily forgive ; aind in this 
point of view her conduct must be allowed to have 
possessed a ^eat share of, magnanimity. No per- 
sonage in our own times has attracted a greater 
share of censure and eulogium ; and no woman in 
any age ever exhibited more of the masculine great- 
ness of one sex, and the feminine weakness o{ 
another. As a female, she appears at times the 
slave of passion and the puppet of her courtiers ; 
but while we behold her diminishing in this point of 
view into insignificance, we look again and contem- 
plate the sovereign^ towering like an immense 
colossus, and with one foot placed on Cherson, and 
another at Kamschatka, waving her ^iron sceptre 
over the subject nations, and regulating the destiny 
of a large portion of mankind. * . ' 

" The frailties however of the woman will sood 
be forgotten, while the glory that encircles the 
brows, of the legislator and conqueror, will long 
continue to dazzle the eyes of an admiring world. 
The present age however shudders at the untimely 
'fate of Peter and of Ivan; and posterity will not 



«asily pardoQ the degcadation of Stanislaus, the 
partition of . Poland, and the massacre's of I9- 
iQailow arid of Prisiguip.". Anmud Necrology^ vol. u 
p. 288— 294. ' . V V 

No sooner had the grand duke Paul ascended 
the throne, vacated by the death of the empress 
Catherine, than he repaired to the prison in which 
Kosciusko, the Polish patriot, was incarcerated, and 
immediately set him at liberty. This gallant general 
arrived on May 30, 1797, in the river Thames, on 
board a Swedish vessel, attended by many Polish 
officers, who were going with him to America. 
He was in a dreadful wounded state, having one 
wonnd in his head, and three occfusioned by the 
bayonet, in his back, and part of his thigh had been 
carried away by a cannon ball. 

Paul issued an edict, enjoining dM foreigners ia 
Petersburg to wear cocked hats, tlieir hair in bags, 
&c. and not to drive through the city with more 
than two horses. This served to exhibit a trait of 
the emperor, more calculated to excite risibility than 
reject, and presaged what the Russians had to 
expect from their new sovereign. In addition to 
the above, be prohmited the military wearing any 
gold or silver upon their uniforms ; and ordered, 
that every soldier who should have served twenty 
five years, sl^uld be- exempted from military pu- 
nishipent, and also rewarded with a me4al of the 
order, of St. Ann. 

The emperor was crowned at Moscow, on 
April, 16, 1797, and he conferred on Prince Repnin 
the rank of general field-marshal. . To Prince Ku- 
rakin his majesty gave him the palace of Saint 
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Biarcoff. When AdttriMvl Dimean gaiti^d the gre^t 
naval victory at CattiperdoWD^ Paul addte^sed ttie 
feUowkig letter, a€<^tt]^nied with Ave im^ignia of 
the order of St. Alexander. 



" ADMIRAL DUNCAN, 

** In ooii8ideffa(k>Q of the talentisi irhich you have 
displayed diiritig;your military icar^r^ the honourable 
Knd distiBguiehed taiMiiier ia which, yoa. acc]fiiitted 
yoim^f in die cdmitKKand which you had over tny 
squadron, desticied to combat, conjointly vritfi yours, 
tke en^nkies t>f yiMT coutitrjr, and (he zeajl whibh yon 
have leatiifested fofr the well^beibg bf tny subjects, 
as well officers as seamen, I have creiited you che*- 
v^lier ofiviy ialt>eria't drd«r pf I9t JUiexltndei^ Nejf^cy, 
the ifisi^ia <of vi^ich «k:6oittfiaiiy tbiis lor youf inveis* 
titnre. I flattier mjrself <thai: the jiidstifle which I now 
tender you, Will be received by yo«i as ^ striking 
probf of my high con^iderati0ii> and gQod wisheSk 
I pfay God to have you im Imb ho)jr and. particular 
kee|^^% 

(Signed) 

The new HtHpefot ebt^dd mtb an alhatirce with 
Ttirki^y, Gt&sii Britah), and the king t>f the two 
Sicilies, against the French republic. If^ie utiff^d 
Rusmkfi and Tdtkidh {(fttek on ihe towb and ibrts 
Of Corfu, ca^itidated on March 2, 17d§. 

The fbllowitig provtsibdai tre«y between his 
mdjeisty the king of Gre^ft BritaiA, andhi^tnajesty^ 
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the' emperor of all the Russias, was signed at St. 
Petersburg, December 29, 1798. 

In the name of the most Holy and Indivisible 
Trinity f 

His majesty the king of Great Britain, and his 
Majesty the emperor of all the Russias, in conse- 
quence of the alliance and friendship subsisting be- 
tween them, being desirous to enter into concert 
measures, such as may contribute in the most eflSca^ 
cious manner to oppose the successes of the French 
arms in the extension of the principles of anarchy, 
and to bring about a solid peace, together with the 
re-establishment of the balance of Europe; have 
judged it worthy their most serious consideration 
and earnest solicitude, to endeavour if possible to 
reduce France within its former limits, as they sub- 
sisted before the revolution. They have in conse- 
quence agreed to conclude a provisional treaty, and 
for this purpose they have named as their plenipo- 
tentiaries, namely, his majesty the king of Great 
Britain, Sir Charlies Whitworth, K. B. his envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at the 
imperial court of Russia, and his majesty the erii- 
p^ror of all the Russias, the chancellor Prince 
Besborodko. It is then specified : 

I. That the two contracting parties united with 
the design of inducing the king of Prussia to take 
an active part in the war against the common enemy, 
and upon his Prussian majesty acceding, the em- 
peror of Russia would furnish him with 4d,000 
men, with the necessary artillery, upon condition 
that, 

(17, 18.) 2 X 
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II. Thb body of troops shall be put ib motion 
as soon as it should be adoertained that hisi Prasstad 
majesty was agreeable to act as before stated, and 
21 mutual coinmuoication should be made of the 
arrangements of this array to both the kiitg of 
£bglaa4 and the emperor of Russia. 
. III. His Britannid majesty engages to furnish 
tbe pecuniary succours afterward stated, his imperial 
itra^sty nevertbekss reserving to himself the right 
ta lecal the aforesaid body of troops into Ins own 
territories^ if by any unforeseett event the whole 
of the pecuniary sueeow sboulct not be fiimished 
bim. 

IV. That bis majesty the kbg of Great Britain, 
a» soon as he sbaHl be informed of the troops being 
ready to navch,. shall pay fov the first and most 
urgent expences^ <£22&,000, div'idii^g the payments 
inr such manner, as that £7&J0QO sh^mld be paid as 
soon as the troops sfaaU kave passedl the Russian 
frooitiera Thait the second paynieiit of the same 
Slim to be at the eipirsftbft of the fivsi three months ; 
and cm the commencemreot of the fourthv llie tbird 
payment in lihe nranaer. The king of Great Britain 
aim to furaisb to the enipes«^ ol Kiisiria^ a ilubsidy 
of <£75,000 per monlii for tbt sf»ac6 of twelve 
months. 

y. The- twttr eonlraictiiig; powens eogt^ uot to 
make peace^i or an armiBtke, withoot indunlfii^ eaefc 
other, and conc^iaiig with eaeh o&er: but if through 
mty uttioreseenr erents hfe Britencac majcSsty should 
be under ilie necessity oi ternnnating the vrar, and 
of diseontimmig the paymest, in that <iase to pay 
three months advance of the subsidy agreed upCM^t 
*>f<£75,000. 



^v 
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Yh If any aggreaston on Russia should take 
|>lace, by which tlte emperor of Russia CBight be 
obliged to necal hk army, the above-oientioned sub- 
sidy sfaaU m such case only be paid op to tihe day 
on which the army shali re-enter the Russian firbtt- 
tiers. 

Soch were the chief articles of the treaty entered 
into between ius Britannic majesty and the emperor 
Paul. 

But if Great Britain rested upon the auxiliary 
strength of the emperor of Russia, it was soon eri- 
denced that it rested upon a '' Reed shaken with 
the wind.** Mr. Charles Small Pybus, a lord of the 
treasury, and an intimate friend of Mr. Pitt, had 
wiitten a poem, entitled ^* The Sovereign," which he 
dedicated to the emperor Paul. It was a poem 
urithout the smallest particle of genius, and the wholfe 
was a disgusting, ftilsome eulogium on the m<)narclh 
to whom it was dedicated. How far the emperor 
Paul merited the eutogiums conferred upon him by 
some persons, will be best ascertained from the ob- 
servations of a very judicioys writer, in a highly and 
justly esteemed periodical work. 

'' The desultory and frantic mind df the emperor 
Paul, bad been irritated by various ac(;ideuts, 
against the courts of both Vienaa and London, but 
especially against the latter. Disputes had arisen, 
even to the lieigh{; of action, between the Pmssiatis 
^nd Austrians, after the reduction of the Ex-Venetian 
isles, in 1790, at Ancoqa. The Austrians had not 
duly supported the Russians in the campaign of 
that year against France; and it appeared, not 
without reason, that a rival aod Beighjbounng empit^ 
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Tvas not actuated by the principles which had drawn 
the Russian potentate into the confederation against 
the French republic, but by views of individual 
aggrandisement. Whatever was the cause, certain 
it. is that the emperor of Russia had conceived great 
disgust at the emperor of Germany, insomuch, that 
when the latter announced bis intention of sendins: 
an extraordinary ambassador to Petersburg to offer 
excuses for what had happened at Ancona, Paul 
refused to receive him; and tlie more fully to give 
vent to his passion, he gave orders that no answer 
should be given to the notification from Francis. 
As to England, mutual accusations had taken place 
between the Russian and the English generals, after 
the unsuccessful and disastrous expedition to Hol- 
land in 1799. After the first ebullitions of the ero- 
perpr's rage against his own officers, his jealousy 
'9,p^ resentment was awakened against the English. 
The beginning resentment of Paul against the 
British nation, as well as the court pf St. James's, 
.was in^uraqed by the failure of his schemes in the 
:M?diterran^an. 

^^ The genius of the Russian government, amidst 
jthe caprices and singularities of individdal charac- 
,ter«, preserves on the whole the iinpnlse. and deter- 
\Vfiin9iti6n that was given to it by the great Peter. 
It was his' aim. to have a firm footing in the Mediter- 
radean^ as ^ejl as on the Northern Ocean; aod the 
il^^ltk, . In putduaqce pf this general aim,:PauI had 
.bde$,:)0d;'by:.a ccfuoufi^^uce of ch-cumstances, which 
)oe^diii!fili.bere to be enumerated, to fix his eyes and 
ib^art Qf^; MMta/ Though no : absolute promise was 
^ftde;t2 tb9^:^)rinqe hyih^ atber iil\t»» yet it would 
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appear that some hopes had been Held but to him, 
or at least, that he was allowed, without being 
undeceived, to entertain a sanguine expectation of 
being presented with it. A fleet with troops bad 
sailed from the Black Sea in August, 1800, for the 
express purpose of taking possession of the place 
when it should surrender. No remonstrances were 
made, when Paul assumed ridiculously the title of 
Grand Master of Malta ; and when he pretended 
to make Captain Home Popham a knight of that 
order, his right so to do was recognised in the 
lyondon Gazette. When the original destination 
of that fleet was frustrated by the surrender ot 
Malta, and its occupation by the English, it re- 
mained long at anchor in the canal of Constantt- 
uople, waiting for orders how to act. The resent- 
ment of the emperor was in the first instance, as 
usual in such cases, wreaked on a weak party pre- 
senting itself as a ready objc^ct for the gratification 
of his passion. He demanded from the grand 
seignior, the ally of England, a large sum, stipulated, 
he alledged, to be paid by the Turks for the mari- 
time aid of the Russians. A sharp dispute arose 
on this subject. The Russian admiral refused to 
return to the Crimea till the money sbould'^be paid, 
and even threatened hostile measures against Con- 
stantinople. The Porte was obliged to yield to 
the menaces of the enraged czar of Muscovy. Nor 
is it by any means unimportant, however ludicrous, 
on the present head to mention, that Paul was 
highly offended by the caricatures of his person and 
character, published in the streets of London, and 
which Buonaparte took special care to have trans- 
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quitted to Pcit^buitg. On the irrkitble and irritated 
temper of Uie emperor, disgUdted with Austria, and 
much more with Engiandi but as prone to senti- 
iviepts (Of gratitude and generosity ais to Hi&se of 
reyentment, Buonaparte operated with consnmmate 
address and complete success. 

** The world was not a Kttie surprized at the 
aniral of an embassy in Paris from Paul I. not 
wore than a year after his fasious proclamation ibr 
restoring the throne of the Bourbons. This em- 
4:>aissy consisted of the General Baron de Spreng- 
porten, an old Swedish refageo at the court of 
Russia, Prince Joseph Dolgorowki, the Count de 
Tissenhaveen, a captain in the Russian army, Mr. 
die Schepiiig, son of the gratid marshal of Couriand, 
and other gentlemen. This stately company was 
met by General Clarke at Brusselfii, and by him con- 
ducted to Paris on the f8th of December. Tlie 
(QStensibte object of the embassy was to treat for 
the release of the Russian prisoners that had fallen 
into the hands of the French, to the number of 7000. 
For this body of Russians, the British government 
had refused to exchange an equal number of French 
prisoners. The chief consul, in compliment to Paul, 
gave orders that all the Russian prisoners should be 
newly clothed and accoutred in the uniforms of 
their respective r^ments, and restored freely with- 
out exchange or ransom. Each man was presented 
with a fusil of French manufacture. 

*' The Baron de Spengporten bore the title only 
of envoy. He was followed in February, 1801, by 
W^ ambassador, accompanied by a retinue equally 
splendid. The envoy with his train was treated with 
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rety marked revpect^ butstitl gresitdr marks of respect 
and peveretice were ia reserve for the ambassador* 
Wh4SD it was made known in France tkat an ambiMP- 
gador from Ros^ was on his way to Paris^ his arriTal 
in that city was expected with the utmost eagerness^ 
and every preparation possible was made to gratify 
the vanity of Paul ia the person of his ambassadon 
This wiM» the Count Kalitcheff, a man of modest; 
unassuming, and conrtly manners, who had kefbr^ 
sustained the chaiacter of Russian ambassador at 
Berlin and other courts. The count must doubtless 
nave been astonished to find himself treated by so 
great and glorious a nation as the French, vritk a 
degree of magnificence and of adulation, exceeding 
all the marks of honour and devotion tkat be bad 
ever known to be paid to his own nnperial master. 
On his entrance into Paris, he was saluted by a fire 
of all the cannon. A ms^ificent palace was appro- 
priated to Ins residence, and he was entertained at 
the expence of the republic. He was konoured 
with a body guard. It was artfully contrived, that 
petitions should be presented to kim firom persons 
nnder'the prosecution or the sentence of the law, 
ittiploring his interference in their behalf with the 
chief consul. The protection of Kalitcheff was 
never extended to any one without effect. His 
applications to the consuls were never made in 
vain, fiut what was considered as the head and 
crown of all this climax of compliment to Paul, was 
the affectation of granting, only through the inter^ 
cession of the emperor of RMsia^ peace and inde* 
pendence to the king of Naples. The queen 06 
Naples, judging rightly of the character of Pauir 
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governed more hy private btimours and caprices 
than by views of sound policy, or even of ambition, 
had gone to Petersburg in November, 1800, to 
persuade the emperor to continue the war, or if not, 
to continue at least, his countenance to the royal 
family of Naples, and to exert his influence and 
authority for the safety of the kingdom. A lady in 
distress could not solicit in vain the protection of a 
knight errant, after so long a journey in suit of it. 
The emperor's zeal in the cause of the Neapolitans 
was, increased. 

" The French governnaent expressed a disposition 
to grant to the intercession of Paul, \'ihat they would 
have granted without it. General Murat, on the 
24th of January, 1801, wrote from Florence ta 
General de Damas, commander of the Neapolitan 
troops, as follows : — 

'' It is almost a month, general, since the French 
ministry acquainted you that the interest which his 
majesty the emperor of Russia takes in the king of 
Naples, had induced the first consul to bury in 
oblivion the innumerable injuries of all kinds of 
which your government has been guilty towards 
the French people. After this opening towards a 
good understanding, we entertained the hope that 
you would have remained a quiet spectator of a 
contest, in which you can be but of little conse- 
quence on one . side or other. Yet the king of 
Naples, forgetting for the tenth lime the dictates of 
sound policy, and what was due to the generous 
conduct of the French government, dispatched his 
troops into Tuscany, where they came to be 
thrashed by General MioUis. But w.ar is attended 
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with m many calamities, that the French govern* 
Qient studies all possible means of avoiding it. I. 
£vacuate all the ecclesiastical states, and the castle 
erf St. Angelo. 11. Make no further claims of any 
benefits from the armistice of Treviso, in which you 
are i)ot included, nor at all mentioned, or on the 
influence of a power which must no longer protect 
you. The only prince who has it now in his power 
to protect you, in consequence of tiie personal 
regard that is borne io him by the first consul, is the 
emperor of all the Russias. Let it he the study, 
Sir, of your government, to merit a continuation of 
that prince's goodness, which cannot be done but 
by shutting all the ports of Sicily and Naples against 
the navigation of the English, and laying an em- 
bargo on all the ships of that nation, which it is 
BOW high time to expel from all points of the con- 
tinent." (Annual Register, 1801, p. 77—80. 

The emperor Paul, who had once evidenced such 
attachment to the interests of Great Britain, became 
her most rancorous and malignant enemy. In con- 
sequence of the detention of the Danish fleet by- 
England, Paul laid an embargo on all English ships 
in his harbour; but upon the adjustment of the 
dispute with Denmark, he thought it expedient to 
take it off. But he rigorously prosecuted his plan 
of uniting the other Northern powers in a confede- 
racy against England. " He recruited his armies 
as well as his navy. The movements of his troops 
towards tlie confines of Turkey in Europe, appeared 
to indicate some plan concerted between him and 
the chief consul, who had become his great idol, 
for the purpose of intimidating the grand seignior 

(17, 18.) 2 Y 
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into some concessidns as faTOurable to France, as 
detrimental to England." The reason assigned by 
Paul for setting on foot a great army on the side of 
the Baltic, and distributing it in certain stations, 
was, '' That several political circumstances induced 
his majesty, the emperor, to think that a rupture 
might ensue of the friendship between Russia and 
England." The most active preparations for naval 
war were carried on in all the Russian ports. At 
the close of October, 1800, the emperor published 
a declaration, announcing his determination to revive 
the armed neutrality ; and in an official note, dated 
November 7, 1800, it was stated, ^^ That his im- 
perial majesty had learned that the island of Malta, 
lately in the possession of the French, had been 
surrendered to the English troops*; but as yet it 
was uncertain whether the agreement entered into 
on the 30th of December, 1798, would be fulfilled, 
according to which, that island was to be restored 
to the order of St. John of Jerusalem, of which his 
majesty, the emperor of all the Russias, was grand 
master. His imperial majesty being determined 
to defend his rights, had been pleased to command, 
that an embargo should be laid on s^ll English ships 
in the ports of his empire till the above-mentioned 
convention should be fulfilled." By virtue of this 
order, an embargo was laid on near 300 British ships 
in the ports of Petersburg, Riga, Revel, and Cron- 
stadt ; but the crews, with their commanders, were 
taken out of the vessels, and dispersed into the 
interior parts of the country, to distances from a 
hundred to a thousand miles^ in boiUes often of 
twelve men, into prison. 
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^ On shore all British property was sequestered, 
seals were placed on all warehouses containing 
English goods, and the owners were obliged td 
enter into recognizances to take inventories of their 
effects, and report the same to the government 
When the embai^o on the English ships took place 
at Narva, on the 5th of November, the crews of two 
of the vessels, indignant at such arbitrary proceed* 
ings, on the arrival of a military force to put them 
under arrest, making resistance with pistols and 
cutlasses, weighed anchor and made off. The em- 
peror, enraged at this, ordered the remainder of the 
ships in that port to be burnt Paul was also 
enabled to gain over the young king of Sweden to 
his cause. That monarch bad an interview with 
the emperor at Petersburgh. He travelled under 
the name of Count Haga. Paul, delighted at the 
compliment paid him by the visit of Gustavus, 
invested him with the cross of the order of St John 
of Jerusalem, or iu other words,^ created him a 
knight of Malta. 

The British government, in consequence of the 
violent conduct of the emperor Paul, on the 14th ot 
January, 1801, ordered a seizure, not only in the 
way of retaliation on Russian ships, but on all 
vessels belonging to any of the confederate powers 
at that time in any of the ports of Great Britain, 
those of Prussia alone excepted. A vast number of 
vessels in English ports were stopped, and many' 
others taken at sea. Denmark, which had been the 
first to join in the Northern confederacy planned by 
Russia, had received a severe chastisenaent from the 
triumphant navy of Great Britain. The British 
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fleet, uod^ the command of Admiral Sir Hyde 
Parker, having under him the hero of the Nile, in 
an engagement which took place, the Dsmes were 
defeated with very great loss. It was soon after 
this event, and while negotiations were carrying on 
between Denmark and England, that the emperor 
Paul was found dead in his bed on the night of 
March 22, 1801. 

'' This sudden and important event was joyful to 
all, the French government excepted, and surprizing 
to few ! For more than a year past Paul had ex- 
hibited multiplied symptoms of insanity. In this^ 
the prominent ingredient was generally anger and 
rage. When dispatches were presented to him from 
the British government, containing terms of con- 
ciliation, he returned them unopened, after piercing 
them in many places with a penknife. In a review 
of some troops in front of his palace, an officer was 
thrown from his horse and dislocated his arm. 
The brutal emperor, instead of showing any signs 
of compassion, kicked the officer as he lay on the 
ground with his feet. Yet bis madness, though still 
somewhat tinctured with violence, was sometimes 
mixed with a degree of whimsical humour. In 
private conversation with a nobleman of his court, 
without any provocation or preliminary, he gave 
him a hearty slap in the face, adding these words 
from St. Paul : " The salutation of me Paul with 
mine own hand." (1 Corinthians, xvi. 21.) A few 
days before the young king of Sweden left Petersh 
burg the emperor gave a tournament, a diversion of - 
which be was very fond, and in which he performed 
personally as a c<M^atant Iti the evening, while 
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the glass w%s in circulation with Russian briskness, 
a dispatch was received from Buonaparte, together - 
with several caricatures said to be published in 
England, in which Paul was represented as a 
lunatic, the conversation turned on the military 
successes of the French, the projects formed by the 
Northern confederacy to humble the pride of 
England, and the invincible prowess which the 
emperor had displayed all day long in the tourna- 
ment. His majesty, fired vridi the spirit of chivalry, 
immediately resolved to send a defiance to all the 
potentates of Europe. The court gazette of St. 
Petersbui^, Dec^nber 30, 1800, contained the 
following : 

'' It is Said that his majesty the emperor, seeing 
that the powers of Europe cannot agree, and wish^ 
ing to terminate a war which has raged eleven 
years, intends to propose a place where he will 
invite all other potentates to fight with them in 

^ barriers closed up, for which purpose ihey are td . 
M bring with them their most enlightened ministers 

^ and most skilful generals as squires, umpires, and 
Leralds, such ^s Thugut, Pitt, and Bemstoff. He 
himself intends to have with him Count Vander 
Pahlin and Count KutusofT." 

From the time when this most ridiculous article 
appeared, there was but one opinion throughout 
Petersburg, namely, that a revolution was at hand. 
The court gave out that the emperor was cut off 
by a stroke of apoplexy. The world believed that 
his death was the eflfect of a conspiracy. We shall 
jaow present our readers with various anecdotes 
of t^e emperor Paul as related by a writer of 
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strict veracity. (Secret Memoirs of the C&urt of 
Russia.) 

*' What soon shewed that Paid on becoming^ 
emperor, by no means renoanced the military 
frivolities which had entirely occupied him white 
grand duke, was his devoting all his attention, from 
the momiog of his ascending to the throne, to the 
.trifliDg changes he was about to introduce into the 
dress and exercise of the soldierSr For a moment 
the palace had the appearance of a place taken by 
assault by foreign troops; those who began to 
mount guard there differing so much in dress and 
style from those who had been seen there the day 
before. He went down into the court, where he 
was manoeuvring his soldiers three or four houift 
to teach them to mount guard after his fashion, and 
establish his guard parade, which became the most 
important institution, and the central point of his 
administration. Every day he dedicated the same 
time to it, however cold the weather. Here, in a 
plain deep green uniform, great boots, and a large 
hat, he spent the morning in exercising his guards, 
giving orders, receiving reports, distributing feveurs^ 
rewards, and punishments. Surrounded by his 
sons and aid-de-camps, stamping his heels on the 
pavement to keep himself warm, his bald head 
bare, his snub nose cocked up to the wind, one 
hand behind his back, and with the other raising 
and falling his cane in, due time, and crying ror, 
dva, one, two, he would brave the most piercing 
cold. 

Paul, soon after his accession, issued a pro^ 
clamation prohibiting the wearing of round bats« 
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tn consequence of ftis edict, the Cossacks and 
soldiers of the police ran up to the passengers in 
the streets, and snatched off their hats, beating 
those who not knowing the reason, attempted to 
defend themselves. An English merchant going 
through the street in a sledge was thus stopped, 
and his hat snatched off. Supposing it a robbery, 
he leaped out of his sledge, knocked down the 
soldier, and called the guard. Instead of the 
guard, arrived an officer, who overpowered and 
bound him ; but as they were carrying him before 
the police, he was fortunate enough to meet the 
coach of the English minister, who was going to 
court, and claimed his protection. Sir Charles 
Whitworth noade his complaint to the emperor, 
who conjecturing that a round hat might be the 
national dress of the English, as it is of the Swedes, 
said that* his order had been misconceived. The 
next day it was published in the streets and houses, 
that strangers who were not in the 'emperor's ser- 
vice or naturalized, were not comprised in the 
prohibition. 

" It was antiently a point of etiquette for every 
person who met a Russian autocrat, his wife, or 
son, to stop his horse or coach, alight, and prostrate 
himself in the snow, or in the mud. This bar- 
barous homage, difficult to be paid in a large city, 
where carriages pass in great numbers, and always 
on the gallop, had been completely abolished under 
the polished reign of Catherine. One of the first 
cares of Paul was to re-establish it in all its rigour. , 
A general officer, whose coachman passed on with- 
out cdbserving the emperor riding by on horseback. 
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was stopped, and immediately pat under arrest. 
The same disagreeable circumstaQce occurred to 
several others, so that nothing was so much dreaded 
either on foot or an a carriage, as to meet Paul. 
What befel a lady ofthe name of Likarof, however, 
deserves to be recorded, for the sake of inspiring 
that horror v^hich is due to tyrants. 

** This lady being in the country, at a small 
distance from Petersburg, with her husband, Bri« 
gadier Likarof, he happened to be taken ill, and 
from the tenderness <^ her affection not caring 
to trust to others, she set out herself to fetch 
a physician, and the necessary assistance from 
town. Her country servants, not knowing the 
emperor, and still less his new regulations, and 
she, absorbed in the apprehensions of her husband's 
danger, ovdered them to drive to the physician's 
house as fast as possible. IJnfortunately her carriage 
passed withcmt stopping, at some distance from Paul, 
who was taking the air on horseback. Enraged 
at this, he immediately dispatched an aid-de-camp 
to stop the coach, commanded the four servants to 
be sent off as soldiers, and the lady to be conveyed 
for her impertinence, to the prison of the police. 
These orders were executed on the spot, and the 
unfortunate lady of the brigadier was kept ia con- 
finement four days. This shocking treatment, with 
the condition in which she had left her husband, 
wrought so forcibly on her feelings, as to throw hjer 
into a violent fever, which brought on a delirium. 
She was at length removed to an inn that soipe 
care might be taken of her, but her reason she 
never recovered. Her husband, deprived of his 
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m(e and servants^ and left withoat assistanot, died 
in a state of the deepest affliction without ever 
seeing her more, 

*' The etiquette established within the palace, 
became equally strict and equally dreaded. Woe 
to him who when permitted to kiss the rough hand 
of Paul, failed to make the floor resound by striking 
it with his knee as loud as a soldier with the butt 
end of his firelock. It was requisite too that the 
smack of the lips on his hand should be heard, to 
certify the reality of the kiss, as well as of the 
genuflexion. Prince George Gallitzin, the cham- 
berlain, was put under arrest on the spot, by his 
majesty himself, for having made the bow and kissed 
the hand too negligently." 

Marshal Suwarrow, when he received the ridi- 
culous orders relative to the dress of the soldiers ; 
the old veteran, when he viewed the little sticks as 
measures, and the model? of the soldier's tails and 
side curls, exclaimed, '* hair powder is not gun- 
powder ; curls are not cannons ; and tails are not 
bayonets.'' For this sarcasm. Suwarrow was dis- 
missed the service. Of the credulity of this strange 
and capricious sovereign, the following anecdote 
fully evinces. 

** A soldier in the guards having stood sentry at 
a door of a summer palace, went to bis captain, 
pretending he had a secret to communicate. He 
informed him, that while he was on duty, he saw 
a light in the uninhabited apartments of the palace, 
and presently some person knocked at the door at 
which he stood, and called him by name. He had 

(17, 18.) 2 2 
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tbe^c(>iiV%6 to^obk 'thVough th6 clAnks m tW AtKit, 

and Aere behetA Saiat Michiei, The Saint W- 

dered him to go to (he. emperor, and tell hiin ih^ 

'he mdst biiilA him a church on that spot. In con* 

^sequence the soldier begged him to spekk to ^flie 

emperor, or he must ^ake the liberty to do it Wmsfelf 

In obedience to bis fnission. The otecertre^ecl thfe 

Tisiohary as a m^dfnan, iamd i^^nt him about fafe 

business; he how^v^r mentioned the ftdVentjttre *tb 

\he major, who thought pi-dper to relate 'it to" Parf. 

The soldier 'was called, and ordered to repeat the 

account of bis vision. The emperor told him, th^ 

'St. Klifchael should be dbeyed, for he bad already 

"been inspired wiih the d^ign 'of buildidg hiin b 

church, apd had even the plan prepaifed. On thfe 

'he sent for ^ nto^el of k church, 'which he had 

'reatly in his closet. This 'farcie took place at thfe 

'coiii^t of Russia iti the month of December> 179i8. 

The itifable is unrsitelled when it is known, that h 

"bbttsih of %e 'soldier Vas one of P«ur« valet-<Je- 

cliaiiilir^, and fhat^ihe is61dier,'by Way of recom- 

'pehce, *Wbls ^jirdmotfed 'to the sdme post. 

^he ettip^tor Alexatirder had been ediHcated ih 
\ ftiahner whiidh *Was 'best calculated t6 form his 
mind for the attainment of true glory. lia'Efarpe, 
'a C(^lebfat6tl J'rench writer, wais; his ^utor. He 'had 
'ie>[hibited, VH^n grand ddkis, ^ gplebdW 'display 6£ 
talents and df vfrtlies Hvbich heir apfparents to ^ 
crown sfeldbbi display. 

The eyes (if all Eiirope iverfe fixed ^tlpbii ttie 

'vouiig iititditflrate of all the Rtissias, th^ ^tDperdr 

Atexahd^t. The ttit ^ctts Of bts^goveriihittent ttiei* 



gured veft, V^ ^pop^ his accession to the io^- 
perial enovm^ or4^4^d skU the persons appertaining 
to Grej^t Britain^ ^h^o l;i^4 bieeapt 190 illegally imprisojok 
ed, to he telexed. 

When the dukip d'Enghi^q w?is arrested by order 
of Biionfipart^, ^ea <?onstituted emperor of the 
French, the empeyor Ale^apder tr^^jsip^tted the 
jfollQwiqg dqplar^itioa to the 4»et th^en as^gmfejed at 
Ratifibon, by km minister, M. Rflppe^l, 

1* The event which has tak§p pl&Qe^ in &^ fit^te^ 
^f his highness the elector of Baden> the conclusion 
of which has been so melancholy^ has (Jipc^gioned 
the most poignant grief to the emperor of ?ill the 
Russias. He cannot but view with thq greatest 
concern, the violation which h|is been cpqiifnitted 09 
the tranquillity aqd integrity of the Oerfiian terri- 
tories: His imperi£^l maje$ty is the ippre affected 
by this event, as he never ponld haye expected that 
a power which had uudertp.k^q4 i^ comtnpn with 
himself, the office of mediator* and waj5 cqnse- 
quently bound to exert its c^re fpr tl^e w^lfafp and 
tranquillity of Germany, coqld have departed in 
such a manner from the sacred principles of tl)e \^^ 
of nations, and the duties it had so lately taken 
upon itselfi 

' ** It would be unnecessary tp qall the fittentipp 
of the diet to the serious consequeijpes to Yhicji 
the Germaa empire must be expose^, if ^ts qf 
violence, of whiqb the first ej^ampl^ has JH?t bepn 
seen, should be passed over in $il§n,ce. Jt wijl 
with its accustomed foresighl;^ eaaply perceive how 
much the foture tranquillity md i^^pu^jty of tl^e 
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M'hole empire, and each of its members, must be 
endangered, if such violent proceedings should be 
deemed allowable, and suffered to take place with- 
out observation or opposition. Moved by these 
considerations, and in quality of guarantee of the 
Germanic empire, and that of mediator, the em- 
peror considei*s it as his duty solemnly to protest 
against an action, which is such an attack oa 
the tranquillity and security of Germany, JUistly 
alarmed at the mournful prospect it presents, his 
majesty made no delay to represent his maimer of 
thinking on the subject to the first consul, by the 
Russian chars^e d'affaires at Paris. 

'' While his majesty adopts a measure prescribed 
to him by his solicitude for the welfare of the 
German empire, he is convinced that the diet and 
the head of the empire will do justice to his disin- 
terested and manifestly indispmisable care; and 
that they will unite their endeavours with his to 
transmit their just remonstrances to the French 
government, to prevail on it to take such steps add 
measures as the violation of their dignity may re- 
quire, and the maintenance of their future security 
may render necessary." 

On May 7, 1804, his imperial majesty issued an 
ukase, relative to the admission of foreigners into 
the Russian dominions. It 'consisted of ten articles, 
the design of which were to preclude persons of a 
suspicious and dangerous description fiom esta- 
' blishing their residence in Russia. 

The seven. Ionian islands, where the, emperor 
Alexander had a large body, of troops, Mt such 
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sentiments of respect and veneration for the em- 
peror, that the republic, by the voice of the legis- 
lative assembly, voted a monument to be erected in 
honour of the emperor of Russia. As soon as 
Alexander viras acquainted with this circumstance, 
he sent a letter, thanking the republic for the honor 
they proposed to confer upon him, at the same time 
requesting that the funds, destined for that object, 
should be laid out on some iiiork of public utility. 
Jn a proclamation published by the prince and 
president of the seven islands, referring to this act 
of the Russian emperor, the following eulogium 
appears. 

"That Hero, Alexander, (citizens of the seven 
islands) sensible of the wish expressed by our re- 
presentatives, of placing the statue of his sacred 
person in the hall of the legislature, will not consent 
that a part of the feeble resources of the republic 
«hould be employed for this purpose; he wishes 
that it should be consecrated to some establishment, 
which may be productive of hnmediate advantage 
to the people. Citizens, behold in these elevated 
thoughts of Alexander, the happy destiny which is 
your lot, and will be that of your posterity !" The 
Ionian islands were at this time under the special 
protection and guardianship of Russia. 

Upon the resignation of Mr. Addington, who was 
called up -to the house of peers by the title of L6rd 
Viscount Sidmouth, Mr. Pitt, for the second time, 
was placed at the helm of affairs. ** While in op- 
position, he had loudly condemned the inactivity 
of ministers, and he felt the necessity, therefore, of 
signalizing his administration by some extraordinar}' 
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efibrt Hi$ atteatkm wims of coarse imi^ediately 
directed to the coptkkent ; and he laboured to form 
9 n^w league among the stateg of Evrrope, against 
the power of France* The 8ituatv)Q ot the coQtU 
nent ww favourable to the accompli^paat of hU 
desigo. Russia and Sweden were di^usted and 
irritated by the conduct oC Franco} and Austria 
observed the measuros of that government with 
jealousy and alarm. The negociation was carri^ 
on with great activity through the medium of the 
court of $t. Petersburg. Kvissia entered into the. 
measure with eagerness and ^eal ; but Austria^ who 
was sensible that she had much more at staj^e than 
die other powers, was wavering and timid. )t was 
boped» and expected however^ that the influence of 
the pecuniary means of Great Britaiu, the entreaties 
and remonstrances of Hussia, and the continually 
increasing irritation arising from the measures of the 
French government, would at np distfint p^HQd^ 
induce her to unite in the league. 

**The empire of Russia had, fpr many years, 
been constantly and rapidly increasing in influence 
and power. Her establishments upou the border^ 
of the Euxine, were prosperous and flourishing, and 
the population in that quarter of her dominions 
advanced with surprising rapidity. By the pos- 
session of the Ionian islands, she had completed 
the subjection of Turkey, and was ready to oppose 
any hostile designs which the French government 
might meditate against that i;oiintry. Her ^mies» 
under the command pf >Suw|utow, had signalized 
themselves by repeated victories pver t}ie best troops, 
aQds^n^als ofJPrance; whii$ th^ subseqqeqt disr 
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selfish i^Mt'abd jeaStmB^ ^f AtBtslsrik. the inspresh 
siot), tjrfeated Ibjr the evfeifte irf the Its^an ccimpAig^^ 
had IfiLdeed, ki some 'degree, bieetL impaired by the 
conductor the Russians in HoUand: liut roudiwas 
HttW expected from their utrmbers, steadiness, aiKt 
diseipKne. The war, in ♦which the ^Aipire was en- 
gaged with Persia, occupied but a small pafrtof its 
fdrce. ^ The Russians had been tecedtly v^torions in 
i^everal isuccessive engagements ; <hey had advanced 
alMost to the gates ctf Tauris, anfd the Persian 
tnonarch, it was said, had d^termined^ to place 
hiinself at the head of his array, in order to arrest 
fiidlr progress. The papulation <if Rusi^, ndtwith- 
n^tanding its immense e^lerit, ^as estimiated at little 
"inoTe than thirty imillions. Her regillar army tjon- 
teistefl of aboilt 600;OOD men. The revenues of the 
emperor ^ere not very considerable, but his finances 
'w6re 'free from sttfy great embarrassments. The 
navy of Rui^sia 'had been created by the active 
"genius of Peter, 'but4he establishment was still in 
its infancy. ISo matefrial change had taken place for 
'several years, either in its force or character. Rus- 
sia possessed ati inexhaustible supply of the ma- 
teriails requisite fdr ship^building, biit she had few 
vessels employed in trade; and experience suffi- 
ciently proves, that no exertion can long support a. 
powerful navy tvithoiii an eicteusive commercial 
marine. 

"The diplomatic intercourse l^etween Russia and 
'Pran^,had^been fdr la considerable time 'suspend- 
ecli The circ^umstances which led to the coolness 
between 'the 'two governments arose from varioils 
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causes. The refusal of Buonaparte to execute the 
secret articles of the couvention, ^itb Russia, and 
his extraordinary language and conduct to Count 
Markow. But the resentment and hostility of the 
emperor Alexander, were increased by the sub- 
sequent measures of the French government, by its 
conduct with regard to the independent states of 
Germany, by the atrocious murder of the Duke 
D'Enghien, and by that spirit of unceasing encroach- 
ment and aggression, by which she was actuated. 
It became necessary to make every exertion to re- 
duce a power, which a concurrence of extraordinary 
circumstances had rendered so formidable, and 
which from the system with which it was adminis- 
tered, was productive of such monstrous abuses. 
Influenced by these dispositions, he entered into 
active negociations with Great Britain, and every 
effort was made to induce the court of Vienna to 
co-operate with these powers, for the attainment of 
the same object. It would be unjust to the charac- 
ter of the emperor Alexander, to assert that he was 
not sincerely anxious to provide some adequate 
security for the independence and tranquillity of 
Europe ; it would be unjust to suppose that he 
would not have been willing to make great sacri- 
fices, in the pursuit of so important and honourable 
a service ; but as the motives of human action are 
seldom wholly unmixed ; as the emperor had been 
insulted in the person of his ambassador ; as these 
insults had been wantonly repeated, through. the 
medium of the official paper of the French govern- 
ment ; we may presume, that his activity was quick- 
ened, and his zeal stimulated, upon this occasion^ 
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by feelings of offended pride, and personal irritation 
and resentment" (Awnuat Hegisier, 1805^ p. 288 J 

On April 11, 1805, a treaty M^as coAcladed be- 
tween Great Britain and Russia, by the articles of 
which, each power agreed to adopt the most effica- 
cious means for forming a general ieagne of the Ntates 
of Europe, to be directed against the power of 
France, Hanover had been seized upon by the 
French : one object of the treaty was to eaiis# it to 
be evacuated. The other subject* which this ttteaty 
embraced, were, The establishment of the ind^epeh- 
dence of the republics of Holland and Switzerland. 
The re-establishment of the king of Sardinia in 
Piedmont, with as large an augmentation of territory 
as circumstances would admit. The future security 
of the kingdom of Naples, and the compkat evacu- 
ation of Italy, the island of Elba included, by tbe 
French forces ; and, finally. The establishment of an 
order of things in Europe, which might effectually 
guarantee the security and independence of the 
different states, and present a solid barrier against 
future usurpation. It was also proposed, that an 
army of five hundred thousand men should be levied^ 
but in a subsequent article it was agreed, that tiie 
number should be limited to 400,000. Subsidies 
were to be granted by Great Britain, in the propor- 
tion of iJ 1,250,000 for every 100,000 men. To in- 
duce the emperor of Germany to join this league, 
a separate article was added to the treaty ; by which 
it was provided. That Great Britain should pay to 
Austria the stipulated subsidy, in the event only 
of her forces being brought to act against France, 
within the period of four months. M. NovosiU^ 
(19, 20) 3 A 
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zoff, the great chaiiil>erIaiD of the emperor, v^os sent 
to Berlin^ to apply,» through the medium of the 
governmect of Prussia, for passports to the French 
ambassador, resideut at that court. Buonaparte at 
this time was at Milan,, and orders were immediately- 
issued for tlie passports to be issued. Upon the 
annexation of Genoa to France, the emperor Alex- 
ander was particularly incensed at the insidious 
conduct of the emperor of France. He issued im- 
mediate orders for the recal of M. Nevosiltzoff. 
A DEiemorial was also sent to the court of Berlin 
couched in the following words : 
i: ''That the emperor had, incompliance with the' 
wishes of his Britannic majesty, sent his ambassador 
to Buonaparte, to meet the pacific overtures which 
he had made to the court of London : that the 
existing disagreement between Russia and France, 
might have placed insurmountable obstacles in thc' 
way of a negociation for peace, by a Russian minis- 
ter, but that his imperial majesty of Russia^ did not, 
for a moment, hesitate to pass over all personal 
displeasure, and all the usual formalities ; thfit he » 
had declared he would receive .the passports upon 
condition, that his minister should enter directly 
upon a negociation, with the chief of thie French 
government, without acknowledging the new title 
which he had assumed, and that Buonaparte 
should give explicit assurances that he was still 
animated by the same wish for a general peace, 
which he had appeared to shew in his letter to his 
Britannic majesty ; that after his Prussian majesty 
had transmitted the positive answ^ of the court 
of the Thuilleries, that it persevered in the intention. 
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sincerely to lend its hand to a paqifie hegociation, 
the emperor had accepted the passports, but that 
by a fresh transgression of (he most solemn treaties 
the union of the Ligurian governments with France, 
had been effeoted; that this event of itself, the 
circumstances which had accompanied it, the for- 
malities which had been employed to hasten the 
execution of it, the moment which had been chosen 
to carry the same into execution, had formed an 
aggregate which must terminate the sacrifices which 
the emperor would have made at the pressing re- 
quest of Great Britain, and in the hope of restoring 
tranquillity to Europe, by the means of negooiation." 
The cabinet ^ Vienna was persuaded of the im- 
mediate necessity of making exertions adequate to 
the perils of the crisis. . The Austrian armies were 
augmented, and large reinforcements were sent to 
Italy and the Tyrol : every thing announced the 
speedy renewal of hostilities : a regular plan of mi- 
litary operadons was aoted upon with the greatest 
vigour* Fortifications were constructed upon the 
territory of Venice, and' the details of the march, 
mid co-operation of the Russian troops, were con* 
certed with the Baron de Wintzingerode deputed 
for that •purpose, by thecouft^f Petersburg. Tal- 
leyrand remonstrated with the Austrian minister, 
and was informed^ that the emperor had taken 
those precautionaiy measures, in consequence of 
the augmentation of the French force in Italy. 
Buonaparte, at length ordered his minister at Paris 
to deliver, in his name, a paper in which the em- 
perors of Germany and Russia were invited to 
r^new the amity which had been abruptly terini- 
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Dftted. When hostiKtiei liad comtneticeA l^ttreen 
France and Austria, Alexander dispatched general 
Kutusow with the fifst diirinon of the lUis^ian 
army, which having arrrved npon the hanks of the 
Ino, joined the Aastrian artny, the effecttte f6tice 
of which combined, amoonted to nearly 70,000 
men. Thie second division of the Russians, Under 
General Buxhovden had arrived at St. Pohen, and 
from thence it marched to Krems, and having pass* 
cd tbe Danube, immediately destroyed the bridge. 

^' This operation was scarcely accomplished 
before Marshal Mortier, appeared, artd falling with 
great spirit upon the Russian outposts, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Diemstein, drove them in upon fhe 
main ahny. It was now evening, and the situation 
of the allies, who were closely pressed upon the side 
^ Stain, became extremely critical. It %a6 necesk 
sary to force the enemy from his positioii. Accord* 
ingly, at day break on the folIo\t^ing morning, the 
Russian army having foroled itself into three co- 
lumns, advanced against the French lines with the 
utmost impetuosity and fury. The enemy, after 
a sharp conflict, was every where routed ; gteat 
ilumbei^ were slain ; many escaped into the vessels^ 
Which had been conecfed in the river, and sfeout 
9000 mra, with a great proportion of officers, were 
taken prisoners. This victory^ so important in the 
fwesent situation of the army, was obtained witboitt 
any consideratde loss Of men on the part of the 
Russians. 

The taking Vienna, and the alarnnng progress 
•f Ihe French arms in Germany, made the alliea 
very strenuous in endeavciuring to preserve the king 
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of Prusma from being seduced from the alliance. ^ 
The emperor Alexander, zealously active in that 
cause, which he viewed so essential to the peace 
and welfare of Europe, resolved to have a personal 
interview with Frederic William. He arrived at 
Berlin, October 2d, 1805. The two sovereigns 
visited the tomb of Frederic the great, and before 
the mausoleum, which contained the mortal re* 
mains of that celebrated warrior, entered into a so* 
lemn engagement not to make peace with France, 
but the vacillating poKcy of the court of Berlin, 
soon made it subservient to the views of Napoleon. 

Murat had been dispatched with the cavahy in 
pursuit of the Russian army, which had crossed 
the Danube, in conjunction with the Austrians, and 
he overtook the allied army at HoUabmn. Francis 
after the loss of his capital, had prnpoted to enter 
into a negociation for peace as soon as he had con- 
certed measures with the emperor of Rusiiia. Some 
misconception arising, the commimderof the Austrian 
division attached to prince Kutusow, dispatched a 
flag of truce to Murat, soliciting leave to withdraw 
from the Russians ; it was natural to suppose tiiat 
such a request would be immediately granted ; the 
consequence was, the Austt'ians ivitbdrew. Ku- 
tusow found himself now in so dangerous a situation^ 
that he proffered terms elf capitulation to Murat; 
and a convention, subject to the ratificatioh of Buo* 
naparte, was concluded, but Napoletm refused to 
sanction the convention. 

' Alexander having arrived at Olmutz, was there 
joined by the Emperor of Germany ; and at a 
council of war^ it was there agreed to haieard the 
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chance of an engagement with the enemy. The 
. head quarters of the two emperors, were removed 
to Austerlitz. it has been asserted, that as €Oon 
as Buonaparte had received intelligence of this 
circumstance, he exclaimed, ** Before to-morrow 
evening this army will be mine/* 

Oq December 2, 1805, The fatal battle of Aus* 
terlitz, denominated by the French sc^diers, *' The 
battle of the three emperors" took place. Marshal 
Soult drove the Russians from the village and heights 
of Pratzen. The emperor Alexander, and his 
brother, the grand duke Constantino, behaved with 
an unprecedented degree of courage, biit nothing 
could withstand the overwhelming power of the 
French troops. After a long and obstinate contest, 
' the allies . gradually retired, leaving the enemy in 
the undisputed possession of the field. 

'^The loss in this engagement fell principally 
upon the Russians, and was said by the enemy to 
have amounted to twenty-two thousand in killed and 
wounded, and twenty thousand prisoners, in op- 
position, however, to this statement, it was asserted 
in the official accounts, afterward published at St. 
Petersburg, that the entire loss in the campaign did 
not exceed, on the part of the Russians 17,000 men; 
The two commanders, Kutusow and Buxherden, 
^ with several other generals, and a great number of 
officers of all ranks, were wounded ; several were 
among the slain, and many were taken prisoners; 
One hundred and forty-five pieces of cannon also 
fell into the hands of the enemy." 

The consequences of the battle of Austerlitz were 
fatal to the interests of the allies. Prussia became 



^RUSSIAN EMPIRE* ^367 

the vassal to France, and Rosfiia was obliged to 
sue for peace. The Porte had taken advantage of 
the existing circumstances of Alexander, to com- 
mence a war with Russia ; but in this campaign, the 
Russian arms were victorious ; the grand vizier had * 
crossed the Danube, when on December 18, 1811, 
general Kutusoff caused the Turkish army to sur- 
render as prisoners of war, after it had lost 10,000 
men in. different attacks. An armistice was entered 
into, but early in 1812^ hostilities were about to be 
renewed, when preliminaries of peace were entered 
into, and a treaty was finally ratified, August 14^ 
1812. After the return of Napoleon from his tour 
in the low countries, near the close of 1811, it was 
apparent that he was projecting a mighty plan for 
the subjugation of the Russian empire, and the an- 
nexation of it to his dominions. The first step 
which tended to the advancement of his plan, was 
the occupation of Swedish Pomerania. . In January, 
1812, a body of 20,000 French troops under general 
Friant, entered that province : Stralsund the ca- 
pital, was seized upon. Troops of all the na- 
tions under French command, were marching in all 
directions towards the borders of the Russian em« 
pire. The emperor Alexander having left Peters- 
bur^h, arrived in April 21, 1812, at Wilna. On 
April 25, the duke of Bassano, the French ministei 
for foreign affairs, addressed a note to count Roman- 
zo w, chancellor of Russia. In this paper, Buonaparte 
complained bitterly of the emperor of Russia having 
infringed the treaty of Tilsit.. Napoleon having de- 
termined to head his army to march against Russia, 
arrived at his head quarters at Konigsberg, 
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'' On June 19, The French emperor had advanced 
to Gumbinnun in his march to the Niemen. Three 
bridges being constructed over that river» part of the 
army crossed Mrithout opposition^ on the evening of 
the 23rd, and on the 34th, Napoleon was at Kowno, 
on the other side. The rest of the army passed on 
the following days, and pushed forward in divisions ; 
the Russian light troops retreating before them on 
all sides. Wilna, the capital of Lithuania, at which 
the emperor Alexander had for some time resided, 
was given up without a contest ; the Russians, on 
the approach of the French, bumiog the bridge over 
the Vilia, and after setting on fire their large ma- 
gazines in that city, hastily retreated. 

On the 28th, Napoleon entered Wilna, and the 
bridge was re-estaUished. The Russians were 
pursued by the French advanced guard, and some 
skirmishing took place, but with no material loss on 
either side. Marshal Oudinot, duke of Reggio, had 
previously crossed the Vilia, neex Kowno^ on the 
25th, and advancing up the country, had obliged the 
prince of WiUgenstein, commandant of the first 
Russian corps, to evacuate all Samogitia, and the 
country between Kowno and the sea, and retire 
upon Wiikomirz. On Oudinot's advance, the Rus« 
sians still retreated, and set fire to their magazmes 
at Wiikomirz." 

The divisions of the French army advanced to 
the Duna^ on July 7, and concentrated their forces 
on its banks. The army however, experienced great 
loss from a change of weather, by which several 
thousand horses perished. Alexander issued a 
proclamation, statiiig,_That the French had passed 



BUS9IAN £9fi'j[R^> 869 

ih^ Htissiail border; and that Napoleon haviog paid 
no attention to the iriost moderate proposais, which 
iiad:beeii offered him> v?a9 resolved upon the ruin 
of the country^ leaving him no other aUernatiye thap 
to repel force by force^. His imperial majesty;,^ at, tim 
time, entered into treaties of amity and friendship 
vith the kir^ of Great Britain and Sweden^ 

"On the dth of July^ the French advanced posts 
were on the Ddna. Prince Bagrathion, the Rus- 
sian commander^ had been intercepted in his m^rch 
towards Wilna, and bad been obliged to ; moy^ to- 
wards the Dnieper whilst the.Ffench possessed 
themseWes of Novbgrodek^ and Minsk. The gres^t 
duchy of Lithuania was now considjered by them a^ 
nearly conquered ; and Napoleon published an act, 
organising a provisional gdverimient in it, with a 
national guard and a gend'armerie. The Russian 
army moved eastward towards Wit^psk, where the 
emperor Alexander was^ on the l^K, The king 
of N^les (Murat) crossed the Diina without;; Op- 
podtion on the 20tb, and spread his cavalry alopg the 
.right bank of that river. ^ Various partiaLapjtions had 
occurred during these movements^ a Russian qOrps 
at Miltaa had been obliged to fight its way to Riga, 
that city was how thought in such' immediate dan- 
ger of asie^e,:tbat its suburbs Y^ere burnt dawh, 
with a va$t -destruction of naval and building tilnbeiT* 

. "The Russiaii. army, when it quitted the en- 
trenched can^ at Drissa, consisted of five CQfpa 
d'arm6e,'one of which^ under general Witgetl^t^in, 
remained to cover Petersbui^h,' while the /Qthj^r 
(our 'marched by I^olotzk to Witej^k. On July 26th> 
4wo Preach divisicNDS under ' general. Nansouty, e«^ 

(19, 20.) 3 b 
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countered the kussians in front of OstroTno: On 
that and the two following days there wias much 
sharp fighting in this quarter, the strength of the 
Russians being stated in the French bulletin^ at 
80,000 infantry and 1500 cavalry. The loss on both 
sides was considerable, but the fruits of victory ra- 
mained with the French, who^ took oiany pnsoneis 
and several (neces of cannon. On^ the evening of 
the 28th, the Russian army was in fiiU retreat to- 
wards Sinoleusko, and on &at day the French fal- 
tered Witepsk. Durm^ lliese transactions, prince 
Bagrathion, on his march, was attacked by theprinoe 
of Ecknaul (Dtavoust) ikw Mohilow, and an^eagage- 
ment ensued which contintted the greatest part of 
the day. It concluded with the retreat d Bsgm- 
thion, unmolested, in the direction of Smolensko, 
where he joined the grand army. The vicinity of 
Polotzk was also near this time the acene of severe 
contest. Marshal Outfinot having crossed the Duna 
with the view, it is supposed, of commg wund upon 
Riga» was attacked by count Witgenstein on the SOth 
and 3f St, who, accwdmg to the Russian accounts, 
gained a complete victory. A French builetio, how- 

' ever, represents the result of amrther action, on 
August Isl, to have reversed this fortnne, and left 
the Rnssiains in the state of entire defeat. The cap- 
ture by storm of the fortress of Ihmabetig, on Jujby 
80th, was a proof tkat, on ihe whole, success still 

, cotittnued to attend on (he French araiB. 

The Ji^Venc^ troops now went for a sbort time jdto 
what Were called quarters of refreshment; in order, 
to refcmk from tiieir losses ahd fatigues* They 
were again- in motion about die iflth of August^ wid 
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4lie tnam t>ody, under the kitig of Naples and the 
prrnce of £cktniil, tmurched upon the Dnieper in 
order to obtan poeaeirion of Smolensko, at which 
cftjr the principal ibroe of the Russians was afl- 
seoibled. On August }6lb 4he heights of Smo- 
lensko were commanded by the French troops ; the 
place wtis Mconnoitemd hy Napoleon in person, and 
the army was arrang^ed in its poskion. The par- 
ticular operations wJiich en$ned are not intelligible 
without a plan ; bat it appears that the attack and 
defence were boAi conducted with vigour and re- 
solntiott. On the night of the 17th, a dreadftil con- 
Hagration broke out in the lown ; and after midnight 
it was abandoned by the Aussians, who retired 
iicross the river. It was occupied on the I8th by 
the invaders, who at lei^(h succeeded in extinguish- 
ing the fire. The contest for this import^t place is 
said to have engaged 100,000 menxm each side ; and 
the loss of lives could not iiul to be considerQible, 
but that €ii the Russians is* by the Frcach ac<6ounts, 
etated at triple their own. On the t^th the French 
crossing the Dniester, made an attack on the Russian 
rear-guard, the la$t column of which retreated to 
(he second^ which was posted on the heights of 
Valenttna. An action was brought on to force this 
position^ in which a large number of troops on each 
«ide was engaged, and the point was< obstinately 
contested ; it terminated in an unmolested retreat 
of the Russians. The banks of the Duna, ne^r 
Polotsk, were the scene of some severe encounters, 
on the lOth and 17th, between Witgenstein and 
Oudinot In which the success seems to have been 
nearly balaDced."* (Ammd Begist^, Vm, Vol 54, 
p. 172.; 
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The Rassians baviDg takea a strong poritioQ at 
the village of Moskwa, while forming a redoubt oa 
the heights, they were perceived by the enemy* Ou 
September 7, the French made a furious attack on 
the Russians, who were commanded by general Ku<- 
tusoflr. The battle lasted nntil night ; the Russian 
genera!, in his official account of the battle of 
Moskwa, observed, '* The result was, tbat the enemy 
with his superior force, in no part gained an inch 
of ground, and that he himtelf remained at night, 
master of the field of battle* Seven days after this 
sanguinary engagement, the French entered Moscow. 

The events, subsequent to the entrance of the 
French into the old capital of the Russian empire, 
we cannot give a more luminous and comprehcinsive 
analysis of, than in the langnage of the judicious 
editor of a highly respectable periodical work, 

*^ Of the circumstances attending the capture and 
conflagration of Moscow, very different accounts 
have been given. In the French bullietin, which 
first relates the event, it is said, fhat the governor, 
Rostopchin, wished to ruin the city^ when he saw it 
abandoned by the Russian army. Ths^t he armed 
3000 malefactors from the prisons, and 6000 satel- * 
iites, and that the French advanced guard, when 
arrived at the centre of the city, were recjeived with 
a fire of musketry from llie Kremlin, or citadd. 
That the king of Naples ordered a ba|tery to be 
opened, which soon dispersed the. rai^ble, and l^at 
compleat anarchy prevailing in the city, some drunk- 
en madmen ran through its different qnarlen^, every 
where setting fire to them, the'goyemer having fire* 
viously carried away tKe firemen ahd^vtgid^. 
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" While the shock, occs^sianed by this terrible 
catastrophe of one of the most populous cities in 
Europe, was still recent* the friends to the Russian 
cause were wiiling to impute the disaster rather to 
the fine of the assailants, or to the confusion and 
anarchy prevailiqg in a captured city, than to a pre- 
meditated purpose on the part of the governor or 
the court; but when the proofs seemed to accumur 
late of a commanded agency in spreading the flames^ 
arguments were not wanting to shew that on such 
emergencies, sacrifices of this kind, however severe, 
were not only justifiable, but were the truest patri- 
otism ; and that the depriving an inveterate foe of 
a comfortable abode during the winter, was a point 
of such essential consequence, tliat it could scarcely 
be gained at too high a price; and the sequel will 
render probable the justness of this reasoning. It 
may be added, what could more convincingly prove 
the fixed determination of the Russian government, 
to enter into no compromise with the invader, than 
a resolution rather to destroy the venerable capital 
of the empire, than to bargain for its safety. 

" General KutusofT, in his report to the emperor 
Alexander, of the loss of Moscow, mentions how- 
ever, as one reason for his declining to risk another 
battle to save it, that its issue would not only have 
proved destructive to his army, but have reduced 
Moscow to ashes. He further says, that all the 
valuables, the stores in the arsenals, and almost 
all ^her property, imperial or private, were pre- 
viously carried away, and that scarcely a jingle 
iohabilant remaimed ia the town ; which on the other 
band looks more like ^ design of sacrificing^ the 
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Genera) Kutusoff having .received information of 
the march of a French corps, under general Victor, 
from Smolensko, to reinforce the grand army, re- 
solved to attack the advanced guards commanded 
by Mnrat, and said to consist of 45,000 men^ before 
they could be supported by the main army. The 
attack succeeded, and left in the hands of the victor 
a considerable number of prisoners, and 38 pieces 
of cannon, which the badness of the roads prevented 
the French from carrying away. The consequence 
of this victory was, that on the 22nd the corps of 
general Winzingerode entered Moscow, which was 
evacuated by the French garrison in such haste, 
that they left the hospitals in the power of the foe. 
About the same time other successes attended the 
Russian cause. General Witgenstein, after two 
days' hard fighting with the French, under marshal 
' Gourion St. Cyr, in which he drove the enemy from 
his entrenchments, and pursued him to Polotzk, 
carried that place by storm on October 20. A 
number of prisoners were made in those actions^ 
which cost many naen on each side." 

" The desertion of Moscow by Napoleon, who 
quitted it the day after the defeat of Murat» was 
equally a subjejct of surprise and speculation at 
Paris, the public papers of which, exhausted their 

* ingenuity in finding excuses and motives for this 
event. The first proof of the great change of situa- 
tion between the two armies, was the mission of 

^ Lauriston to Kutusoff, in order to propose an ar^ 
mistiee, and. treaty of, peace. The answer given 
was, that no n^ociation of this kind could he 
entered upon, till thfB French had repassed the 
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Tistbla ; and wheh Lauri&ton observed io reply, 
that they must then retire fighting every inch» smee 
the Rnssiani armies, vrere marching on all sides, 
Kutasoff i^oined, that as the French had not b^ed 
invited to Moscow, they must get back as they dould* 
Murat is also i^tated to have gone to the advanced 
posts^ and held a conference with general Milardo- 
vitch, probably for the purpose of bringing about 
an armistice, but from which be derived no. sati^- 
Action. At this time the; Russians had cleared 
both banks of the Duna ; as far as Witepsk, from 
the invaders, and the province of Volhynia Was 
entirefly freed from the enemy. 

The * French grand army first directed its m^rch 
upon Kaluga ; but finding obstacles in tiiat quarter, 
the route was changed towards Mojaisk* The 
Russians' pressing upon it, an engagement was 
brought on the 24th, in which, as usual, the French 
claimed tlie victory* On November 9, Napoleon 
arrived with the imperial guard at Smolensko. 
The Russian winter which began on the 7th^ with 
deep snows^ greatly added to the difficulties md 
sufierings of the French. T^o iatercepted letters 
from the viceroy of Italy, Eujgene Napoleon to the 
pTinde of Neufchatel,' afford undeniable evidence 
of the extreme distress to which the retreating Frenfch 
vl^ere reduced, in one of those letters he says, 
^'Tbe^e three last days have cost us two^thirds of 
the artillery of this corps of the army. Yesterday, 
&bout 400 horses died ; and to^ay, perhaps, double 
that number have perished, exclusive of the great 
ilhthber Which I have caused to be put on for the 
lililitary baggage^ and for that of individuals. ^^ Whole 
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traam ot bones haFe perisked ki the harness art 
once. I miist not co&ceal fitnn your Idg^mess, tiiHt 
tbese three dajs of suffmng have so dispiiited 4iie 
(Soldiers, that I believe them at this naomeiit very little' 
capable of making any effi>rt. Noaibers of fi^ea 
are dead of hunger or cold, and others in de^Mdr, 
have soffered themselves to be taken by the enemy." 
In this dreadful condition he was again attacked 
by general Platoff at the head of has cossacks, who 
took 3000 prisoners, and 62 pieces of panaoA* 
(Atmuml Register, 1812, i74~17«.> 

Never was the pdde of a cruel invader brought 
down lower than that of B^miaparte, aid the change 
in £itvor of Russia, was as snidden. as it was great 
and glorious. Unquestionably Divine Providence 
made the bunting of Moscow the salvaticm of the 
Rosstan empire. It is appalling to humanity to 
Kflect on the fri^tful hoirrors which presented 
tlieniselves to view, during the retreat of the Frendi 
army. Eugene Labaume, who served in Rusnia 
wilder prince £ugene, as captain of ^ wf^ ca- 
gineers^* has given a narrative of the a&^cticig and 
interesting scenes^ of which he was an ej^e witoessi. 
To tins wo«k wHicfa has been translated into £ag^ 
\kiBir we reifer em* readers ; in that wctrk the author, 
whose Teradty has ciever been called in question, 
Mtserts, that five hundred thousand nras jperisbed, 
tAke victims (of iomtdinate anvbitioa and ^savage baa^ 
barity. 

On Nowmber 10, a division of general Ang^ 
yeao's oorps were forced to'su»f nder to count Oarloff 
DeniBoff, and four ^ys after, an engagemeiat took 
place between i^eral WitgeftSbqHi^ aisi HWigfaftl 
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Victor, in which the FreMfa were defeated with ^ntet 
loss ; and oq the I6th, marshal Davoiist was attack- 
ed by the Russians, who obtained a glorrous 
Yictory, : a vast number of the iniTading, but now re- 
treating arm J were killed, and 9000 meii, iochidiog 
two generals, who were made prisoners, and 70 
faeces of cannon were taken/ Napoleon was in the 
field at the commencement o£ the battle^ baft he 
soon qiutted it without watting for the issue. Mar- 
«faal Ney being on his march to reinforce the shsit- 
tered army of the French, general MillardoYttch 
was sent to ii^et him. Ney made a desperate edBbrt 
to force the Russian lines, in which attempt they were 
no valiantfy repaired as to occasion 12,000 to lay 
^wn tbeiir arms, givmg vip tbrar baggagse, canxkon, 
mid military chest. Marshal Ney, wounded, with 
difficulty effected his escape across the Dnieper 
On Noyember 28, general Witgenstdia captured 
a division of the French avmy, consisting ci 8800 
men. 

'' Jhaing this time the cold was excesshre severe, 
<>ccasioning dread&rl sufferings to the fiigkires,. and 
sdmost anmliilating thdr cavalry. When they arrived 
at the spot where tiie roads to Minsk and Wflna di* 
vide, they tod^ the raurt^ to the latter town, first 
aending off the wounded with their baggage. In 
these moy^emsatB Napoleon always marched in the 
midst of bis guards, whom fay caire and indulgence 
he had preser? ed in tolerable plight At lengthy 
all danger from tbe pursuers being passed, Ns^* 
leoa on December S, having called together his 
principal officers, and informed Hiem of the^aj^oint^ 
ment «tf tiu^^kinip'ol Na^te^ as* his Meuienant^general^ 
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«et off ia a single sledge uoder the title of the dake 
of Vicenze. He passed through Wilna, Warsaw, 
Dresden, Leipsic, and Mentz, and arrhred at Paris 
on the 18th, at half past eleven at night.^ Thus 
terminated the expedition of Ni^oleon Buonaparte 
to Russia. Surrounded with immense legions, he 
had quitted his capital with the Tain idea of anni- 
hilating the power and independence of that gres^ 
and mighty empire ; but Uke Xerxes, his foolish am- 
bition was thwarted ; he returned home a miseraUe 
fugitive, .leaving the frozen plains of Russ^, covered 
with the carcases of thousands and thousands of his 
wretched soldiers. . 

The emperor Alexander, during the whole of this 
unprincipled invasion of his dominions, acted with 
a spirit of magnanimity worthy of his illustrious 
ancestor, Peter the Great. In October, when the 
French army was retreating, the emperor issued a 
proclamation, which contained the following admira* 
b)e observations : '* Russians ! At length the ^nemy 
of our country, the foe of its independence and 
fiteedom, has experienced a portion of that terrible 
vengeance which his ambition and ' unprincipled 
aggression had aroused. From the period of his 
march from Wilna, his army, great in numbers, as<» 
sored in valour and discipline, ' and elated at the 
remembrance of victories gained in other regions, 
threatened no less than the subjugation of the 
Rttssias. The system which we had thought fit to 
adopt, strengthened that confidence. 'The sanguine 
ary battles, fought oq his route, and which gave 
him tjsroporary possession of Smolensko, flattered 
l)im wijh all tb^ illusions 9i viptor;* He. r^cbedl. 
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Moscow, and he believed himself invincible and 
invulnerable. He now exulted in the idea of reap- ; 
ing the fruit of his toils, of obtaining for his soldiers 
comfortable winter quarters ; and of sending out 
from thence next spring, fresh forces to ravage and 
bum our cities, make captives of our countrymen, 
overthrow our laws and holy religion, and subject 
every thing to his lawless will. Vain presumptuods 
hope! Insolent degrading menace! A population 
of forty millions, attached to their sovereign and 
country, and devoted to their religion and laws, the 
least brave man of whom is superior to his con- 
federates and victims, cannot be conquered by any 
heterogeneous force which he could muster." After 
alluding to the glorious successes which had attend- 
ed his arms, the august sovereign continues his ad- 
dress in the following emphatic words: *• Much 
Jiowever remains to be done, and that is in your 
power. Let the line of his retreat be rendered me- 
morable by your honest indignation : destroy every 
thing which can be of service to him, and our com- 
manders have orders to remunerate you. - Render 
your bridges, your roads impassable. In fine, 
adopt and execute the suggestions of a brave, wise, 
and patriotic heart, and shew yourself deserving 
of the thanks of your country and your sovereign/* 
The brave Hetman general .Platoff destroyed a 
column of the French army at Wilna, on December 
1 1 , taking upwards of a thousand men, with a. general 
officer. Platoff then marched his victorious cos- 
sacks to Kowno where the French had a garrison; 
he gained possession of it. In three days only, this 
jbrave comtnsMider fas^d taken 5000 prisoners, ^nd 
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%l pieces of cannoD. On December 2% tiie emperor 
Alexaa4er entered Wilna, general Wit^eiiBlein was 
ga fortunate as to cause the Prussians^ coffimaoded 
by general de Yorck, to enter into a conTention of 
neutrality, and Witgenstein marched to KoDings^ 
herg, the ancient capital of Prussia, which he took 
possession of, Janoary 6^ 191.% There were takea 
in this place 1306 prisoners, besides 8000 siclu 
PJatoff a few days after, entered Marieawerder« 
which prmce Eup^ene and marshal Victor had bat 
a very short time quitted. General Miloradovitck 
entered Warsaw, February 8^ and on the same day 
PiUa«i surreEhdered to the Russians. The Saxons^ 
the allies of Buonaparte^ commanded by general 
Begnier, were defeated, and 2000 men were takea 
prisooCTS, and seven pieces of cannon fell into the 
bands of the* Russians* At Bresiau, the emperor 
<^ Russia and the king of Prussia, had an interview, 
and on March 11, count Witgjensteia made his 
public entry wi|h the Russian troops into Berlin, 
and colonel Yon Tettenborne wnth a body of 
cossacks, took possession of Hamburgh. The 
Prussian forces having^ joined the Russians, 
a battle took place on the left bank of the Elbe, 
in which the French general Morand was killed, 
and upwards of 100 officers, and 2200 privates, 
aed nine pieces of cannon were taken from the 
French anny. On April 16, the garrison of Thorn, 
ia which were 200 pdeces of cannon, surrend^ed to 
the Russian commander count Langeron.' Spandau 
alsa cai^itulated. The death of general prince JJMr 
tuBCiff csttsed count Witgenstein to be made com- 
mander in chief of the lUissian fgrces^ while geaenl 
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Bhicber had tlie chief command of tiie Pr«0mii 
army. Napoleon having left Pans, look «ipo« Um 
the Gonmiand of the French tim»ps, and near tjute«R 
a sanguinary hattle was fought, in iifhich Bl^ocfadr 
greatly distinguitshed himself; the French repeated 
leaving the allies in poi^ession of the field. The 
French, in consequence of the condcict of the kmg 
of Saxony, were in possession of <he cily of Leipsic. 
Napoleon having nade proposals for a cessaitioD of 
hostilities, as prdtrhuiary to a general congress to 
be assembled at Prague, the emperor Alexander 
agreed to an armistice, during which time Buonaparte 
took iTp his residence at Dresdbav. The numbers 
appointed on the part of the bdfigcKInt powers, met 
at Prague ; but the hegociatiom were abruptly ter* 
minated, and the most vigwrnis preparations wera 
made for resuming hostilities. Count Barclay de 
Tolly was appointed commander in chief of the 
allied armies, and the power of tfie allies was 
strengthened by the formal dedaratidiii of war by 
Austria against France ; the crown prince of Sweden 
had also guaranteed his powerfal assistance. To 
form a plan of co-operation, the emperora of Austria 
and Russia, and the king of Prussia had an inter- 
view at Prague, in August 1813. On the 21st o€ 
that month general Blticber was attacked neaf 
Buntslau, and after a severe contest was compelled 
to retreat. Napoleon was with an army of lio^KlO 
men vdthin the walls of I>resden, which was strasigif 
fortified. The allied army having advanced befcnv 
that capital, an assault was itoade on Angnst 27*. 
but it proved ineflfectual, with the loss, as the Freaek 
afflrmedi of 4000 men. The tdUed eimy was 
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camped on a very extended position, on tlie height^ 
surrounding Dresden. Napoleon with an immense 
park of artillery moved to the attack of the allies* 
A severe engagement followed^ in mrhich the allies 
sustained considerable loss. It was in this attack, 
that the celebrated general Moreau was mortally 
wounded with a cannon shot while conversing with 
the emperor Alexander. I 

At Kulm near Toplitz the French were totally de- 
feated ; general Yandamme, and six other general offi- 
cers, with 10,000 men, being taken prisoners, with a 
great quantity of baggage, and 60 pieces of artillery. 
Marshal Macdonald was also defeated, on August 
26, by general ufiiiicher, who took 13,000 prisoners*, 
including three generals ; there were also captured 
103 pieces of cannon, a great quantity of ammunition 
and provisions, and two eagles ; and in a few days, 
after, that gallant commander drove the French 
wholly out of Silesia. 

On September 6, the crown prince of Sweden 
having collected the Swedish and Russian armies 
«pon the heights of Lobessin, was informed that the 
enemy's whole army amounting to 70,000 men, com^ 
manded by marshal Ney, prince of Moskwa was 
taarching to Juterbock. He directly sent general 
Bulaw with the Prussians to attack the French, 
befoi'e Tauentzein ; the French being vigorously at* 
tacked, retreated, and. were pursued^ sustaining a 
foss in killed and wounded, of from 16, to 18,000 
Bien, with more than 50 pieces of cannon, and 400 
ammunitioa waggons. In this battle, which took 
place near Dennuwitz, the Prussians had from 4, to 
6090 killed and wounded. On September 16, count 
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Walmoden made an attadt on the enemy y vhom be 
entirely defeated and dispersed with a loss of near 
fiOOO in killed and woimded^ 1500 prisoneni, with 
eight pieces of artiMerf « iThe crown pmace having 
. crossed the Slbe, had an engageineBt w|th general 
Bertrand, whom he fotited t»itfa considerable loss. 
General Cizefnicfbeff entered Cassel on September 30. 
The pretended king of Westphadia, Jerome Buonar 
parte, having left Chat place Jbnt two hours before, 
and general Tettenbome also entered Bremen on 
October 14. 

On October 7, Napoleon quitted Dresden^ and 
established his post at Roohlitz, twenty«five miles 
from Leipsic* The crown prince having formed a 
junction with Blucher, the joiut armies passed the 
Saale, and Bluchei* posted himself at Halle, he 
then advanced and drove the onemjr irom several 
strong positions ; at one of the French poets, a 
dr^dful contest ^nsoed ; it^vras at a place named 
Mockern, and it was taken and retaken five tknes. 
In these attacks, the French lost 12,000 men,'kiUed, 
wounded, and taken prisoners^ one eagle, and forty 
pieces of cannon. On October 16, the combined 
army made a generalattack, to the south of Leipsic : 
it terminated for that day^ with great ioss both to the 
enemy and the allies. On the morning of the 18tb, 
the grand attack upon the city was made. Generdi 
Winzingerode obtained possession of the heights (rf 
Taucha, taking 3000 prisoners. Soon after a party 
of Saxon artillery joined the allies, and pointed their 
guns Against the French ; and two Westpbalian 
regiments of Hussars also deserted. In this evenr 
^memorable battle of Leipsic, the Fronch lost 40,000 
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men in'kilied, woabdedv and prisoners, among whom 
were many generals, and 65 pieces of artillery were 
taken from the enemy. The next morning, the king 
of Saxony sent a flag of truce, to the emperor Alex- 
ander, requesting him to spare Leipsic ; bnt the 
emperor treated the embassy with disdain, and im- 
mediately ordered an attack on that place, which 
was taken aller a feeble resistance. Napoleon had 
left k only two hours ere it surrendered. The 
king of Saxony with all his court, 30,000 French, 
22,000 sick and wounded were made prisoners, and 
all the magazines, artillery, and stores, fell into the 
hands of the conquerors.^ The emperor of Russia, 
the king of Prussia, and the crown prince of Sweden, 
each at the head of their respective troops,, made 
their entry from different points, and met in the 
great square, amidst the universal acclamations of 
an immense assemblage oi people. General BIu- 
cher was immediately created a Field Marshal, by 
his sovereign. 

Th^ emperor Alexander made his triumphant 
entry into Frankfort, on November fi. The destiny 
of Buonaparte was now fixed, and the hour of letri- 
butiott was come. The emperor of Russia- who 
had liberated the king of Prussia from his chains, 
who had drawn the emperor of Austria from his^ 
state of servile submission, marched on a glorious 
conqueror until he found himself in the metropolis 
of his invading foe. By the treaty of Fontainbleau, 
the sovereign authority of Buonaparte was annihil- 
ated, and by a subsequent arrangement, he was 
exiled to the island of Elba. The magnanimous 
Alexander, after atchieving such deeds of glory. 
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padd ja Visit io Eniglandy ia compaoy with the^king^ 
of Prussia. His sister, the duchess of Oldenburg^ , 
having previously arrived, he wasaccoiupaDied by 
the brave Piatoff, while. prince Blucher was in the 
suit of the king of Prussia. , Never since the chir 
valrous days of Edward the ^rd, was such a proud 
sera for England; and the behaviour of the emperor 
Alexander gained him the enthusiastic admiration 
of all rank« and classes of paofde. The corporation , 
of the metropolis of the British epipire^ was honoured 
wilh the compaoy^f tbre^ sovereigns, at a splendid; 
banquet at Guildhall, the prince regent .of England, 
the emperor ^f Russia, attd the king of Prussia. , 
l%e chapUin that year (1814) to the lord mayor, 
sir W.. Domville, by a singular coincidence of cir- 
cumstainces, was a gentleman well known for Lis 
jndicidus WQrks on the Russian empire, and who 
himself had been chaplain to the British factory at 
St, Petersburg, the Rev. W. Tooke. F, R. S. The 
year on which the illu£(trious sovereigns visited Eng* 
land was the centenary year of the accession of the 
illustrious house of Hanover to the Ihrbne of Great 
Britain. t 

Since (he unproiroked . inyadon of the Russian 
dominions by Buonaparte, the power of the emperor 
Alexander has been greatly augmented, Poland has 
been placed under his dominion, he lia ving the title of 
Grand Duke of Poland, aqd by the jiaarriasfe of his 
sist^, the. grand duchess of Russia with the here- 
ditaiy prince of Orange, v The kingdom of the Ne-. 
iherknds is/drawn into close commercial and po- 
litical relation with Russia. An American news- 
paper (The. commerdal Advertiser) of a very recent 
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date (1817) cbntaitMr Mmei v%Tf Ar^vrd luldl judn 
cions observations on this* Aiibjiect. 

*' Spain 19 about cidiag the island of MajoKn^ to- 
' Russia. Thid will ^fiVe Russian a footihg^ ia the 
Mediterranean, whi^h hUM been long' desifaibte^ 
Placed in the centre of budineser, in the vidnity of 
Prance, Italy, Spaib; ^d= Africa; the enterprise 
and coujmercial resources of the Russiiui empife^ 
m\\ form that i8lan<l into a depdt* which vi^iil* prO¥B 
tlie sodrce of great commereidi benefits^ and pMk- 
babiy lay the fbundaMoii crif future coomieffcial jea* 
lousies and disputes; Rikssia is progpf^hssiog with 
rapid strides towards the attainment of power, 
which wlien ontte' fixed, Europe will nc^ver bfe iJl)te 
to arrest fi^om fier. The eye that has beeA so long 
fixed on European* Turkey, contimies its ardent 
gaze on that rich ami d^strsdble country ^ die bk>w 
which has be^n many years mafturiaf , ^itt rihprtly 
be struck, and with complfete success ; for with the 
resources of the Russians, it wouid be a taak of- 
little difiiculty to drive the Turks out of Europe* 

** flaring once possession* of Turkey and Gi"ee€«» 
the pass of the Dardanelles, and the free.^;res9 
into the Mediterranean fi^oni the Biack Sea, toge-* 
ther witli' the islands of the Archipelago, and' tfi«^ 
island of Majiorca, so Aear to the giktr of €ittiialt^ 
these powerful additions^ m the sooth, and: the greaH 
northern cham^^ls a!nd pOss^ssioiii on Am Baki6^ 
trill sattsf;^ the allied soi^»£t^, that tbciy kMr« 
devetoped t*fe reso^ifces of the RiissiaiiB to thdb 
Ittanrfest disadvantsig^ ; and tile Roraim iikflmtooe 
i»r Gerntany and Holland, togettier with the pdi- 
tical holy league, M^ift uoit^ to plftot^^tbe po^vseprof 
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that empire, beyond iojury and controul^ and wbich 
:he strongest confederation will not be able to 
Gaake." 

Alexander has ever evinced an ardent desire 
to promote the welfare and happiness of his sub- 
jects. He has established Bible societies through- 
out his vast dominions ; combining the heroic qual- 
ities of his illustrious ancestor, Peter the Great, 
with the wisdom of Catharine, he is likely to ac- 
quire a glory far mor« transcendent than any of his 
predecessors. 

The encouragement the emperor has given to 
literature, appears from the following circumstance. 

" The number of works published in Russia 
during five years, from 1801 ^ to J 806, appears to 
have been 1304 Russian performances includmg 
pamphlets, fugitive pieces, &c. Of these, 756 were 
original works, and 548 were translations. The 
works on Theology were 213, of which 175 were 
originals/' Gentleman^s Magazine, vol. 85. jpage 
349. ' 

The Royal Humane Society of London voted a 
medal to the emperor Alexander, for having saved 
one of his subjects from being drowned, and when 
in London waited upon him with an address. That . 
BO amiable a sovereign may long sway the sceptre ] 
of the ancient Czar s of Muscovy, is to be devoutly 
wished, not only for the happiness of his subjects, 
bat for the peace and repose of Europe. ' 

FINIS. 
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